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Arizona DECA Students “Aspire Higher” in Salt Lake City

Approximately 330 Arizona DECA High School students and teachers travelled to Salt Lake City, Utah for this
year’'s Annual International DECA Career Development Conference. The conference was held at the Salt Palace
Convention Center from April 28" — May 2" and featured over 15,000 high school business students and
teachers from all 50 States, Canada, Guam and Puerto Rico making this the largest high school business
competition in the world. Students competed in 40 different business competitions that included; marketing,
management, entrepreneurship, business law and ethics, finance, hospitality management and international

business.

Arizona DECA students qualified to attend the International Conference by winning in their individual
competitions at the Annual Arizona DECA State Conference in Phoenix, AZ on March 4-6, 2012 among 1800 of
the most intelligent and outgoing business students from all over Arizona. The Arizona DECA delegation to the
International Conference featured students from 53 different high schools from all over Arizona. In addition to
competition, approximately 20 students participated in one of three different two-day leadership academies.

Arizona had 26 top finishers in the national competitions.

DECA develops emerging leaders and entrepreneurs for careers in marketing, finance, hospitality and
management and is currently operated in 112 different high schools in Arizona with a membership of over 6600
students, teachers and business professionals. Arizona DECA is housed and funded in-part by Career and
Technical Education Division in the Arizona Department of Education, John Huppenthal — State Superintendant

of Public Instruction.

A complete list of Arizona DECA'’s results from this year's International Career Development Conference can be

found on the Arizona DECA website at www.azdeca.orqg.




