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New Chief Accountability Officer

Hi, I’'m Dr. Jennifer Fletcher. I recently took over the role of
ADE’s Chief Accountability Officer replacing Dr. Yovhane
Metcalfe who pursued an opportunity outside of the agency.
For those who worked with ELL students over the past several
years, you may remember me from my time as the Director of
ELL and Supplemental Accountability from 2013-2015. After I
left the agency I became a Dean at the University of Phoenix
where I oversaw the design and implementation of all general
education courses. While my most recent work led me to
higher education, my passion is and has always been to help
students be successful in their educational journey. Needless to
say, [ am excited to be working for ADE again.

I look forward to working closely with stakeholders ,
especially during this time where there is an opportunity to
redesign the accountability system. My team and I are
committed to providing information to the State Board of
Education as they develop Arizona’s new accountability
system.

If you have any questions, concerns, or comments please don’t
hesitate to reach out. I am here to support you and the work
your teams do to help Arizona students be the best they can.
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A-F Ad Hoc Advisory Committee

On August 1%, the State Board of Education formed an A-F School Accountability Ad Hoc

Advisory Committee to develop policy recommendations on the A-F Accountability System
and statewide measures. This advisory committee consists of SBE members, a Charter school
representative, educational policy representatives, parents, teachers, superintendents, and a
member from the Governor’s Office. The ad hoc committee functions separately from ADE’s

Accountability Advisory Group (AAG). Fundamental principles and policies developed by the

ad hoc committee will inform the accountability system in Arizona's ESSA state plan. ADE
will serve as a liaison to the ad hoc committee providing information and impact data. The
SBE website provides information on public meeting dates and specifics about the ad hoc
committee. Inquiries regarding the Ad Hoc Advisory Committee should be directed to the

State Board of Education.

DRP and JTED Updates Related to A-F

Per ARS 15.901.06, DRPs will be labeled as Alterative Schools. This means that DRPs will
be evaluated as Alternative Schools—specific details regarding the accountability system are
currently being worked on by the A-F Ad Hoc Committee (see above).

According to ARS 15-393.01, JTEDs must be included in the department’s annual
achievement profiles required by ARS 15.241 and evaluated on:

1. Graduation rates of all students enrolled in CTE education programs or courses.
2. Completion rate for each program offered by the joint district.

3. Performance on required assessments.
4

. Postgraduation employment rates for students who complete a career and technical
education program.

It 1s, therefore, imperative that all LEAs provide CTE program/course enrollment data to ADE.



http://www.azed.gov/accountability/advisory-groups/
https://azsbe.az.gov/board-committees-staff
http://www.azed.gov/dropout-prevention/files/2011/06/dropout-recovery-legislation-ars-15-901.06.pdf
http://azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/15/00393-01.htm&Title=15&DocType=ARS
http://azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/15/00241.htm&Title=15&DocType=ARS

Common Logon Notice

AYP/AZLEARNS in Common Logon will be turned off on November 1°. All historical
AIMS data will be gone. Accountability Reports will be available in ADEConnect. Contact
your entity administrator to get Accountability reports.

RFI Submissions Publicly Available

The Accountability Request for Information closed on July 15th. Prior to the deadline,
ADE received 17 submissions addressing components or a complete Accountability

System. Submissions are publicly available here.

Postsecondary Enrollment Report for FY15

NSC data is now available for Cohort Year 2015. This data can be accessed by navigating to
the College and Career Readiness Reports in ADEConnect. Select the "Postsecondary

Enrollment Data Summary" link and fill in the desired district, school, and cohort year. An

example report is shown below.

Postsecondary Enrollment Report

Report Parameters
District: School: Cohort Year:

— S —— 2015
89 97

In State Public

{Click on the link above to see list of
schools where students are enrolled) Private 1 12

Out of State public 7 12

(Click on the link above to see the list
of states where students are enrolled) Private 0 14

TOTAL 97 142



http://www.azed.gov/accountability/rfi-submissions/
https://home.azed.gov/Portal/

Student Transcripts Now Available

Student Transcript Course History Reports (Student Transcript) are now available on
ADEConnect. This transcript provides information at the student level about students’ course
history in Arizona. Only schools where the student is currently enrolled can access the report
for the student.

The Statewide Student Transcript application informs school quality for accountability
reporting while also providing a history of an individual student’s completed coursework as
reported by public schools throughout the state to the ADE. Information reported by the
Statewide Student Transcript Application does not serve as an official transcript. All course
enrollment information reflects only validated data reported through AzEDS or Student-
Teacher-Course Connection (STC) (for data collected/reported prior to the 2016-2017 school
year) for students with a current valid enrollment in the school/LEA. This means students
withdrawn or without a valid enrollment reported to AZEDS in the current school year will
not be viewable by users in schools/LEAs where the student is not currently enrolled.
Educators should ensure the accuracy and completeness of their Student-Teacher-Course data
submissions to maximize the reliability and consistency of the information reported here
which may be used as part of an accountability determination or student placement decisions.
The following factors may impact the consistency, completeness, accuracy, and availability of
student data reported by LEAs/schools:

Certain LEAs were not required to submit STC data in previous school years (i.e.
charter schools ineligible to receive Race to the Top funds)

Third party data collection specifications and validation rules not previously standardized
or regulated

Self-reported and/or local mapping decisions and other non-standardized grade mark
reporting

Per ARS 15-241, schools/LEAs must report data required to calculate the annual
accountability determination or A-F Letter Grade. Student course history reported or not
reported may serve as academically relevant information for use in an annual accountability
determination. This report serves as a quality assurance and data transparency tool. This
report also informs and expedites information schools often need to appropriately place and
serve students who complete coursework in other LEAs. Schools should verify data with
students, families, and schools whenever possible. The information reported here reflects
information reported by LEAs to ADE; any changes to data must occur through the reporting
LEA through the data submission process. Due to the limitations outlined above, information
reported here is not an official transcript.

To navigate to the Student Transcript Report, login to ADEConnect, select “Accountability,”
and scroll down and select “CCRI Reports.” The Student Transcript Report will be at the
bottom of the page. Select your district, school, and enter the SAISID. Contact the Achieve
Inbox with any questions.



mailto:achieve@azed.gov
mailto:achieve@azed.gov

State Bottom 25% Technical Assistance

The State Bottom 25% Technical Assistance Worksheet has been updated; the worksheet now compares three fiscal years of data.

The Technical Assistance Worksheet can be used to estimate the percentage of students at a school/LEA which fall in the state’s
Bottom 25%. This worksheet is not intended for use in high-stakes accountability. This tool can help schools identify changes in

student achievement over years, across different statewide assessments, within subject area, and by grade level. The State Bottom
25% Technical Assistance Worksheet populates automatically once data have been copied into the format. The worksheet follows the
same formatting used by the various assessments. AIMS data can be accessed through ADEConnect and AzZMERIT data can be
garnered through the Vendor (American Institutes for Research; AIR) files which were sent directly to LEAs. The state cut off for
the 25th percentile by grade level for AIMS (FY14) and AzZMERIT (FY15 and FY16) is as follows:

Scale Score at the 25th Percentile Statewide

Mathematics Scale Score at the 25th Percentile Reading/ELA Scale Score at the 25th Percentile
AIMS AzMERIT AzMERIT AIMS AzMERIT AzMERIT
Grade Grade

2014 2015 2016 2014 2015 2016

3 337 3492 3495 3 431 2479 2478

4 346 3524 3524 4 450 2495 2493

5 364 3555 3560 5 468 2509 2512

6 379 3588 3588 6 478 2518 2515

7 397 3605 3606 7 489 2527 2530

8 406 3633 3626 8 494 2539 2532

H.S. (AIMS)/Algebra I 474 3644 3645 H.S. 10 (AIMS)/ELA 9 674 2539 2540

H.S. (AIMS)/Geometry 474 3656 3656 H.S. 10 (AIMS)/ELA 10 674 2547 2544

H.S. (AIMS)/Algebra 11 474 3669 3673 H.S. 10 (AIMS)/ELA 11 674 2549 2545

5



http://www.azed.gov/accountability/bottom-25-template/

State Bottom 25% Technical Assistance

Below is an example of the State Bottom 25% Technical Assistance Worksheet with sample populations. In this example in Fiscal
Year 2014, 68% of third grade students fell into the state bottom 25% for AIMS math, for Fiscal Year 2015 47% of third graders at
this entity fell into the state bottom 25%, and in Fiscal Year 2016 22% of third graders fell into the state bottom 25% , making an
overall variance state BQ% for 2015 to 2016 of —25%. The Technical Worksheet displays this as a negative number in green; less
students are falling in the state bottom 25% from 2015 to 2016. In ELA, for Fiscal Year 2014 58% of fourth graders fell into the state
bottom 25% in AIMS, for Fiscal Year 2015 AzMERIT 59% of fourth graders at this entity were in the state bottom quartile, and in
Fiscal Year 2016 65% of fourth graders fell into the state bottom 25% The variance state BQ% for 2015 to 2016 is 6%. The
worksheet displays this number as a positive and highlights the difference in red to demonstrate an increase in the number of fourth
graders in the state bottom 25% for this entity across years.

A B C D E F H | J E M N O P Q R S T U \' W X
1
2 - 2015 2016
AIMS AIMS AzZMERIT AzZMERIT Variance 80% |
Grade Level Reading Reading EACRAEB%H; Reading él:“\nEB'g: Reading State BQ% I
3 BQ # State BQ% State BQ% State BQ% [l 2015 - 2016 70%
4 3 32 B 56% 28 B 58% 12 B 24% z 60% + —
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6 5 34 N 63% 39 B 72% 20 B 23% 50%
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9 8 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 0% 30%
10
11 9 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 0% s
12 10 0 obe 0 0% 0 0% 0% 10% 1
13 11 0 0bo 0 0% 0 0% 0% ol _—
14 [HS Sub Total 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 0% s 5 o 6 ST g ST s
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How to Calculate Reclassification Rates
from the FY 2015 Static File

ADE has provided all schools and districts a “static” file containing student-level data for
fiscal year 2015. Because of the transitional accountability system currently in place, ADE
will not formally release reclassification rates for 2015. However, schools and districts are
encouraged to calculate these rates independently.

Downloading the file:
1. Log into ADEConnect
. Click on the “Accountability” link

2
3. Scroll down and click on the “Accountability Data Download” link
4

. You should then be provided with an Excel spreadsheet with student level data for your
school or LEA.

5. Reference the Static File Codebook in order to correctly interpret the variables and codes.

Calculating the Reclassification Rate:
1. Identify the number of students who had an ELL need in 2015

2. Subtract students who were not FAY in 2015 — this is your denominator
3. From the list of students who were FAY and had an ELL need in 2015, count how many

reclassified — this is your numerator

4. Divide the number of students who reclassified (only those who were FAY and had an ELL
need in 2015) by the total number of students who were FAY and had an ELL need in 2015.

# of students who were FAY, had an ELL need, and Reclassified
Reclassification Rate =

# of students who were FAY and had an ELL need

Example:
58 total ELL students 349, 16
11 non-FAY students Reclassification Rate

16 students reclassified 47



http://www.azed.gov/accountability/files/2016/06/static-file-codebook-1.03.xlsx

2016-2017 Alternative School Status

The 2016-2017 application to recertify or apply for 2017 alternative school status will open on

October 1st. All schools, including those which wish to continue their alternative status from
2015 into the new school year, must recertify by filling out and submitting the application
materials online no later than January 1, 2017. Schools which wish to consider alternative
school status for the first time beginning with the 2016-2017 school year must provide all
requested information. Schools operating a Dropout Recovery Program (DRP) must apply
for alternative school status. Due to the extensive length of the window AND the
effort/ resources required for ADE to process all new applications, no applications
will be accepted after January 1. Schools will be notified of their alternative school

status by May 2017. Schools must request a credit recovery exemption.

October 1, 2016: Application window opens Calendar
January 1, 2017: Application window closes

No later than May 2017: Schools notified

FAQ

Where can I find the Accountability presentation from the Leading Change Conference?

An abbreviated version of the presentation is available on our Presentations page.

I missed the window to submit to the Request for Information . Can I still give feedback?/
How can I provide feedback for the new Accountability System?

If you have feedback about Arizona’s state plan for accountability under ESSA, you can fill
out our ESSA/A-F Accountability feedback form or submit feedback to the ESSA inbox which
can be found at www.azed.gov/essa.

Customer Service Feedback

A customer service survey is now available on the Accountability Home Page. Let us
know how we’re doing and help us improve. The survey can also be found here.



http://www.azed.gov/accountability/alternative-school-application-page/
http://www.azed.gov/accountability/presentations/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HRFD2JD
http://www.azed.gov/essa/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/X2PPZSH
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