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Introductions 

• Who is presenting this information to you today? 
• Who is in the room today? 

• Teachers? 
• School Principals/Assistant Principals?  
• District/LEA Administrators?  
• Education Researchers? 
• Parents of school-aged children?  
• (Former) Students of Arizona’s P-20 system?  
• Charter school representatives?  
• District school representatives? 
• Education advocacy group representatives?  
• Others?  



Agenda 

• A-F Letter Grades: Where are they now? 
• What does ESSA mean for our state accountability 

system?  
• How can stakeholders participate in the process for 

developing a new accountability system? 
• What MUST the new accountability system include 

to comply with statute? 
• What “multiple” “other” indicators should schools be 

held accountable? 
• Feedback 



 Components of an Accountability System 

School 
Designation 

(A-F) 
Assessments Standards Supports and 

Interventions 
Report Cards 
/ Dashboards 

College and 
career aligned 
standards. 

Valid and reliable 
measures of 
student 
performance. 

Identify schools using 
the most important 
student learning 
outcome indicators 
and clear 
designations.   

Multiple measures 
helping to inform the 
public, guide practice, 
and identify the right 
interventions. 

Menu of student 
supports and 
interventions to 
improve low 
performing schools. 

Accountability systems hold schools responsible for helping all students achieve their full 
potential. Rigorous accountability: 
• Sets clear goals to rally around — goals that are meaningful, ambitious, and achievable; 
• Provides information to parents, educators, policymakers and the community about 

school performance; 
• Establishes comparability and evaluation of different school choice options statewide; 

and 
• Prompts and supports improvement where it is needed; and 
• Protects taxpayer investment in education. 



Many Moving Parts 

New ESSA 
Legislation 

State  
Assessment  

System 

ARS 15-241 State Board 
of Education 

Rules 

Student Data 
System 



WHERE ARE THEY NOW?  
A-F LETTER GRADES 



A-F Last Issued in 2014 

No new letter grade or “improvement” label since the last AIMS administration.  



Increased Responsibility/Flexibility  
from State Legislation 

 A school or school district assigned a letter grade of A 
shall demonstrate an excellent level of performance. 

 ... B shall demonstrate an above average level of 
performance. 

 … C shall demonstrate an average level of performance. 
 … D shall demonstrate a below average level of 

performance. 
 A school or school district assigned a letter grade of F 

shall demonstrate a failing level of performance.  

ADE “shall determine the 
criteria for each… 

classification label”... where 



Milestones 

2015-
2016 

•ESSA (replaces NCLB) signed 
•State law mandating new A-F Letter Grades signed 
•ADE may REPORT data, pilot measures, identify 
schools in need of improvement 

2016-
2017 

• Schools test on AzMERIT for 3rd year 
• “State Plan” for federal accountability due 
• ADE recommends A-F system to SBE 

2017-
2018 

• Assign A-F Letter Grades based on 
prior year data 

• Year 1 of Comprehensive supports 
for lowest 5% of Title I schools 

• Eligible schools choose from “menu 
of assessments” or test on AzMERIT 



Changing Accountability 

• Academic Yearly Progress or 
Annual Measurable 
Objectives 

• Reading/ELA 
• Mathematics 

• Subgroup achievement 
• 4-yr Graduation rate(s) 

State: ARS 15-241 Federal: ESSA 
 
 
• AIMS Reading and 

Mathematics 
• Academic growth/progress 

of bottom quartile 
• AIMS Science 
• Dropout rate 
• AZELLA 
• Grad Rate (HS) 

“Multiple Measures of 
Academic Performance” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• “Progress toward college 

and career readiness” 

• AZELLA 
• “Other” indicator 



Can Arizona schools have one system 
of accountability? 

Requires adoption by State 
Board of Education: 
• ADE must determine criteria, 

subject to adoption by SBE, to 
assign A-F letter grades 
based on enrollment and 
assessment data collected in 
the 2016-2017 school year. 

Requires documented, 
meaningful engagement 
from stakeholders: 
• ADE must outline plan to 

identify schools which need 
improvement via targeted 
and/or comprehensive 
supports based on a state 
plan developed and 
submitted during the 2016-
2017 school year.  



Policies Guiding 
Development of 
New Accountability 
System  
In addition to requirements 
outlined in ARS 15-241 as amended 
by SB1430 and ESSA, the new A-F 
letter grade recommendation 
should uphold the principles 
described in each of these:  

Superintendent’s 
AZ Kids Plan! 

Philosophical 
Agreements 

Technical 
Agreements 

Implementation 
Agreements 



Academic 
Indicators for 

ESSA and/or A-F 
Accountability  

ADE collects the 
following academic 

indicators which 
are explicitly 

required or may be 
included in either 
A-F Letter Grades 

and/or a final  
State Plan for ESSA. 

 
= Required by 
? = Optional in  

 

Indicators Measured by ESSA 
(Federal) 

A-F 
(State) 

Test participation in ELA & Math AzMERIT/MSAA  ? 

Proficiency in ELA & Math AzMERIT/MSAA   

Progress/Growth on ELA & Math AzMERIT/MSAA   

Disaggregated Subgroup performance AzMERIT/MSAA  ? 

Bottom 25% Subgroup performance AzMERIT/MSAA ? ? 

English language proficiency AZELLA   

Progress/Growth on EL proficiency AZELLA  ? 

High school completion Adjusted cohort graduation rate(s)   

“Other”, “Multiple measures” 

(i.e. Percentage of students graduating 
college and/or career ready, 
Percentage of students receiving a 
well-rounded education, Percentage 
of students on-track, etc.) 

AIMS/AIMS A Science ? ? 

Course enrollment/Credit 
completion  

? ? 

Attendance ? ? 

Persistence/re-enrollment ? ? 

Dropout ? ? 

Postsecondary Readiness, CTE Tests ? ? 

Other currently collected, student-level compliance/quality measures ? ? 



COURSE ENROLLMENT & 
CREDIT COMPLETION DATA 

Using existing data collection in a new accountability system…. 



Discussion: 
“Well-Rounded Education” 

Well-Rounded Education 

Tested 
Subjects 

ELA 

English 
Proficiency 

Math 

Science 

Other Content 
Aligned to 
Standards 

STEM 

Social 
Sciences 

Arts, Music, 
PE? 

Foreign 
Language CTE 

In a single school year, students 
in grades 6 through 12 receive a 
“well-rounded education” when 
exposed to courses in: 
 Tested subjects only (ELA & 

Math & Science) 
 Tested subjects in addition to 

1-2 subject areas in content 
aligned to standards  

 1-2 subject areas in content 
aligned to standards in 
addition to ELA & Math 

 3-4 subject areas in content 
aligned to standards in 
addition to ELA & Math 

 Other criteria/indicators? 



Process to 
include NEW 

data in an 
Accountability 

system 
 

*May or may not apply to  
self-reported, school-level 
information.  

Start 
here 

• Identify new data collection needed 
• Assess integrity of data source 

• Verify statutory allowances, requirements, or changes needed 
• Obtain formal approval from Data Governance Commission as 

required by statute* 

• Modify data collection specifications for all SIS vendors 
statewide* 

• OR identify other financial, MOA/MOU to obtain data 

• Collect, store, validate, and report new data statewide 

• Analyze fairness and impact across school types and 
accountability models 

End Goal 
• Update/adopt methodology to include new indicator in full 

accountability system 

ADE respects 
student privacy 
and minimizes 
administrative 

burden by 
collecting only 

student 
information 

needed for 
existing state 
and/or federal 
requirements. 

 



Discussion: 
Academic 

Indicators for 
ESSA and/or A-F 

Accountability  

How can we use 
these indicators in 
a more innovative 
manner for high-

stakes 
accountability? 

 
What are some of 
the challenges of 

using the optional 
indicators in a 

high-stakes 
accountability 

determination? 

Indicators Measured by ESSA 
(Federal) 

A-F 
(State) 

Test participation in ELA & Math AzMERIT/MSAA  ? 

Proficiency in ELA & Math AzMERIT/MSAA   

Progress/Growth on ELA & Math AzMERIT/MSAA   

Disaggregated Subgroup performance AzMERIT/MSAA  ? 

Bottom 25% Subgroup performance AzMERIT/MSAA ? ? 

English language proficiency AZELLA   

Progress/Growth on EL proficiency AZELLA  ? 

High school completion Adjusted cohort graduation rate(s)   

“Other”, “Multiple measures” 

(i.e. Percentage of students graduating 
college and/or career ready, 
Percentage of students receiving a 
well-rounded education, Percentage 
of students on-track, etc.) 

AIMS/AIMS A Science ? ? 

Course enrollment/Credit 
completion  

? ? 

Attendance ? ? 

Persistence/re-enrollment ? ? 

Dropout ? ? 

Postsecondary Readiness, CTE Tests ? ? 

Other currently collected, student-level compliance/quality measures ? ? 

*Not used in former A-F system 



Promoting Transparency &  
Engagement Throughout the Process 

• SBE’s Principles 
of Agreement* 
• ARS 15-241 & 

SB1430* 
• ESSA* 

Policy Goals 

• RFI* through 
July 15th  
• Vet submissions* 

for potential 
integration 
• Draft/revise 

framework with 
advisory group  

Technical 
Development • Release draft 

proposal* via 
roadshows, 
presentations to key 
stakeholders, etc.  

• Collect and review 
public comments* for 
recommended 
changes from 
stakeholders, RFI 
respondents, etc.  

Stakeholder 
Feedback 

• Propose A-F 
system to SBE 
• Submit State 

Plan* for ESSA 
due March 2017 

Final 
Recommendation 

*Available for public review 

ADE “Roadshow” to vet 
accountability proposal 

BEFORE recommendation. 



Summary 
 STILL MANY MOVING PARTS 

 Information reported directly by ADE as it becomes available, 
changes 

 Draft framework available for feedback in early fall 
 Schools which must submit a school improvement plan for 

the 2015-2016 school year will be contacted by ADE to ensure 
compliance with state and federal law(s) 

 Stay engaged in the process via: 
 Superintendent’s Tour 
 RFI, Advisory Groups 
 Roadshow, other public comment opportunities related to 

developing the new accountability system 
 Other listserv/groups for K-12 education policy 

 www.azed.gov/accountability 



Ask now or email achieve@azed.gov 

mailto:achieve@azed.gov
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