
Application for Substantive Appeal of 2014 A-F Letter Grade 

Schools and LEAs may use this form to submit a substantive appeal of their preliminary or final 2014 A-F 
Letter Grade.  

You will be notified via email from Achieve within 24 hours of the application and all materials being 
successfully submitted.  If you do not receive notification, please contact Achieve@azed.gov or resubmit 
this form.  

EXPEDITED Submission Information 

Submission deadline: July 3, 2014 

- PROCESS:  Committee evaluates evidence submitted via online form only.  Schools will be notified  
by ADE of the committee’s decision.  Notification:  August 1, 2014.  

NON-EXPEDITED Submission Information 

Submission deadline: August 1, 2014 

- PROCESS: Committee evaluates evidence submitted via online form and school/LEA may appear 
before the committee at a time scheduled by ADE to occur in August. Schools will be notified by 
ADE of the committee’s decision. Notification: August 31, 2014.  

Details 

The committee will consider all of ADE’s longitudinal school- and student-level (if applicable) data.  All 
appeals submitted may be subject to public records requests. The same rubric will be used to evaluate 
all appeals.  The ADE Chief Accountability Officer and Director of Legal Services will administer the 
appeals process and ensure appropriate committee diversity.  

Supporting Evidence 

Supporting evidence for this appeal may be submitted with this application.  Supporting evidence might 
include benchmark assessment data showing an upward trend until the substantive event, a longitudinal 
demonstration of decreased instructional time due to attendance (ADM/ADA), media reports conferring 
the reason for appeal, additional narrative from stakeholders, etc.  

For schools which are submitting an appeal of a third “D” or “D-ALT” letter grade, please upload as 
evidence a School Improvement Implementation Plan.  



Example (a) of a Substantive Appeal and Possible Evidence 

At the beginning of the school year, the main road into town is washed out and must undergo months of 
repair, impacting transportation to and from school by about an hour each way; the school sees a 
significant decline in attendance rates as well as instructional time due to an added two hours of 
commuting time for many students. Prior year proficiency rates were significantly higher than the 
current year rates with no substantial changes in staffing or administration. The school also provides 
attendance data to support the decreased instructional time beyond their control.  

Example (b) of a Substantive Appeal and Possible Evidence 

A fatal car accident on the second morning of AIMS testing at an elementary school prohibited students 
from being dropped off on time to start testing. Students who witnessed the accident or the presence of 
emergency responders requested counseling. Many tests were unfinished and not scored, which 
decreased test participation. While the school has earned a “B” in the past two years, it received a “C” 
and many of their younger students performed lower than expected.  The school submits written and 
signed accounts of the incident by parents and teachers. The school also submits a police report verifying 
the date and time of the accident which impacted students’ performance on the day of testing. The 
school submits benchmark assessment data to indicate that these same students scored much better on 
district-wide standardized assessments prior to the incident.  

Example (c) of a Substantive Appeal and Possible Evidence 

A first-year classroom teacher violated test administration and security policies causing tests which the 
teacher handled to be invalidated due to integrity issues. This causes the school’s test participation rate 
to fall below 95%. However, the school earned enough points to receive an “A”, which was capped at a 
“C” because of the requirement to test 95% of all students. The school submits evidence of a signed 
agreement/acknowledgment by the teacher to administer the test as trained and with complete fidelity 
prior to test administration and also the teacher’s termination paperwork dated after the incident.  

The committee will not evaluate appeals based on conditions including but not limited to: 

• Opposition to accountability formulae (e.g. Bottom 25% growth should not be weighted as such;
non-FAY students who pass AIMS should be counted, etc.).

• Demographic make-up of student population (e.g. School has an above average percentage of
ELL students).

• Data within the control of the school/LEA at any point in time (e.g. Test records not corrected
via Common Logon, ADE, or Pearson).

• Individual student characteristics (e.g. This student was often tardy or absent from his Math and
Reading classes).



Application for Substantive Appeal of 2014 A-F Letter Grade 

Date 

Name of person submitting this form 

Job title 

Contact email (must be associated with school/entity ID) 

Work phone # 

Alternate phone # 

Name of school  

School entity ID # (not CTDS) 

LEA name  

LEA entity ID # (not CTDS) 

2012 Final Letter Grade (if applicable/available) – please choose one 

2013 Final Letter Grade (if applicable/available) – please choose one 

2014 Final Letter Grade – please choose one 

Type of Appeal – please choose one 

2014 Final Letter Grade Request – please choose one 

Please explain reasoning for appeal using NO personally identifiable student information (SAIS ID 
numbers only may be used) 



School that are submitting an appeal of a third “D” or “D-ALT” letter grade, please complete the 
following as evidence of successful implementation of the school’s Continuous Improvement Plan. 

1. Describe the capacity of this school to effectively implement its Continuous Improvement Plan
on ALEAT (Implementation of Arizona Continuous Improvement Plan).

2. What were the major steps the school took in implementing last year’s Continuous
Improvement Plan on ALEAT? Describe the effectiveness or success or each major step.
(Implementation of Arizona Continuous Improvement Plan).

Please email this form as an attachment and attach any supporting evidence to Achieve@azed.gov with “2014 A-F 
Substantive Appeal” in the subject line. 
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