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State of Arizona

Department of Education

Tom Horne 

Superintendent of

Public Instruction

October 20, 2004

Dear Superintendent/Administrator:

        NCLB Coordinator:

RE:   NCLB 05-01 - Update on NCLB Programs

This is the first NCLB update letter for the 04-05 school year to keep you current with activities relating to the NCLB programs in the Academic Achievement Division.  Please maintain your correct addresses (regular mail and e-mail) with the ADE to ensure continued receipt of this information (see item 7 below).  Note the changes that are outlined below that will be implemented to respond to the increased accountability required under NCLB. 

1. FY05 Allocations and NCLB Consolidated Applications

The FY05 final allocations have been sent to all eligible LEAs and the NCLB Consolidated Application is now available in the ADE Grants System.  Since all NCLB Interim Plans have expired (except for those LEAs with a written notification otherwise), LEAs must have submitted an NCLB Final Consolidated Plan in order to receive FY05 funding. (See item 2 below)

Attached to this update (Attachment 1) are more detailed instructions for completing your NCLB Consolidated Application.  LEAs should prepare the program application to support the activities outlined in the Final Plan.  Training on how to complete the Consolidated Application was offered throughout the state last month.  Materials from the training sessions will be posted on our NCLB web page at www.ade.az.gov/asd/nclb  

2. NCLB Final LEA Consolidated Plans

Congratulations to those LEAs that already received approval of Final Plans! The education program specialist assigned to your LEA is reviewing the remaining Final Plans and will be contacting everyone regarding the status. It is expected that upon receipt of the completed review rubric that outlines the changes required, LEA staff will provide the changes within the allotted time.  The plan must be approved in order to permit continued funding for the remainder of the NCLB authorization period.     

3. Monitoring Schedule

Another response to the increased accountability of NCLB is the revamping of the monitoring of NCLB programs.  The schedule has been adjusted to coordinate with the six-year cycle of Exceptional Student Services Division.  Each cycle has various levels of monitoring responses that an LEA must provide.  Those LEAs in year 4 have already been notified that an on-site visit will be conducted in the upcoming year.  An outline of the requirements by year is attached (Attachment 2) and will be posted on the NCLB web page.   

4. AYP, School and LEA Improvement 

AYP School and LEA determinations have been released to LEAs.  Schools and LEAs identified for improvement will be contacted individually with notices of the requirements for each year of school improvement.  
LEAs with schools in school improvement should plan now for the 20% set aside required for public school choice transportation and/or supplemental services.  See attachment 3 for the requirements.  

LEAs that did not meet AYP for the second time this year will be identified for LEA improvement.  Those LEAs should plan for the requirement to set aside an additional 10% of their Title I allocation for professional development.  

5. All – day Kindergarten

LEAs that previously used Title I funds to support the second half of an all-day kindergarten program can release those funds to other Title I purposes.  All state funds must be exhausted before any federal funds can be applied to this program, if the school received the additional state funding this year.  Since funding is not guaranteed beyond this year, LEAs should plan for the possibility that they may need to return to using Title I funds, if the school desires to continue the all-day program, ONLY if the state funds are no longer available.  The supplanting prohibition would not apply in this case.   

6. Needs Assessment Survey

Professional development for teachers is a key component of the No Child Left Behind Act. Support for professional development for Title I schools is a function of the State's responsibilities under School Support.

In order to design professional development programs that meet the needs of the participants, we are requesting that all teachers and administrators participate in a Needs Assessment Survey, which can be found at: www.ade.az.gov/asd/Title1/surveys/ , that will help us to prioritize services through our School Support activities.  It is critical that all teachers, regardless of Title I status, participate so that sufficient data is available for analysis and recommendations for services can be determined. Disaggregation will be used to focus on statewide and county level services.  The Survey is divided into two sections, one for teachers and one for administrators. Please allow ample time to complete the surveys. Although questions only require multiple-choice answers, the surveys are thorough and contain up to 70 questions. Participants will receive an e-mail confirmation of participation. The survey must be completed by October 29, 2004. Thank you in advance for everyone’s participation.

7. Updating contact information
To enter or update district personnel contact information, Superintendents or Administrators should request access to the LEA Core Data application in Common Logon, if they have not already done so. Superintendents or Administrators can request access via e-mail to SupportCenter@ade.az.gov or phone (602-542-7378). They then can delegate which district staff can enter and update the contact information.

Sincerely,

Nancy Konitzer

Deputy Associate Superintendent 

Title I and NCLB Consolidated Activities 

Attachments
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