Education Professions Supplemental Curriculum Lesson Plan
DIVERSITY
Title of Lesson:  Latino American History

Developed By: Materials from Teaching Tolerance, Org., incorporated here by Julie Stockwell (with permission)
Objective:

The students will gain a basic understanding of the Latino American civil rights history from the past 100 years, identify barriers in public education that contribute to the nearly 50% dropout rate of Latino American students and make recommendations for reducing those barriers, and identify misconceptions they have had regarding Latino history in the United States and the laws governing the use of Spanish in schools.

Essential Question:  How does a teacher’s lack of background information prevent him/her from teaching without bias?

Activities:

1. Print out copies of “Unite and Overcome,” at the following link: http://www.tolerance.org/magazine/number-11-spring-1997/unite-and-overcome
Distribute them to students to read.  It can be a homework assignment or you can jigsaw the sections of the interview for students to then share with each other.

2. Have students use butcher paper and markers to outline the most important points of the interview, especially anything that is new or contradictory to them.  Share these lists and talk about differences among them in their background information.

3. Present the Latino American Civil Rights timeline included here in the file. http://prezi.com/dkowngrsbhva .  Note: the presentation only includes highlights from the original timeline by Teaching Tolerance.  If you wish to access the original comprehensive timeline, you can access it at http://www.tolerance.org/activity/latino-civil-rights-timeline-1903-present
4. Students can then make their own timeline to display.  You can divide students into groups, assigning groups different decades, and they can then make a comprehensive timeline to post on the wall.

5. As a follow-up activity, print out the article, “Walkout in Crystal City,” at the following link: http://www.tolerance.org/magazine/number-35-spring-2009/walkout-crystal-city
6. Distribute them to read and discuss.

7. As a culminating activity, in groups have students design a presentation that has three components:  pictures from your community that illustrate continuing discrimination against Latinos, pictures from your community that highlight/celebrate Latino culture, and music that is traditional AND music that is contemporary.  Allow a reasonable time for students to complete these presentations and then show them to each other.

Technology Integration Ideas:

From #7 under activities: As a culminating activity, in groups have students design a digital story presentation that has three components:  pictures from your community that illustrate continuing discrimination against Latinos, pictures from your community that highlight/celebrate Latino culture, and music that is traditional AND music that is contemporary.  Allow a reasonable time for students to complete these presentations and then show them to each other. Refer to the AT LAST section of the following link http://www.ade.az.gov/cte/fea/LessonPlans.asp for more information regarding digital story telling. 
Materials:

Latino American timeline presentation, http://prezi.com/dkowngrsbhva (#3 under activities)
Unite and Overcome article, online (#1 under activities)
Walkout in Crystal City, online (#5 under activities) 
Presentation assignment sheet 
Presentation rubric (Included in Latin American lesson plan folder)
Assessment:

Timeline poster (#4 under activities)
Community presentation (#7 under activities)
Time: 3-4 class days, if presentations are completed outside of class
Standard(s):

8.0 EXPLAIN THE ISSUES RELATING TO DIVERSITY AND ITS IMPACT ON TEACHING AND

LEARNING

8.1 Identify the characteristics, the challenges, and the opportunities for learning in a diverse classroom

8.3 Identify the needs of multiple-language learners

8.4 Describe how cultural and ethnic differences affect interpersonal interactions and communications within a group
13.0 APPLY TECHNOLOGY FOR INSTRUCTION AND MANAGEMENT
13.4 Apply knowledge and skills of technology to integrate content areas with interactive student learning activities

Arizona Educational Technology Standard
Strand 6: Concept 3: PO 1. Transfer understanding of technologies to new and novel learning situations
Sources:
www.tolerance.org  

