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The Arizona Department of Education provides a free RTl data base to
schools and districts through funding from Exceptional Student Services.
Even though most schools choose to use one of the commercial venders
for data storage, there are over 47 districts and 35,000 students
entered into the state’s free data management system.

Arizona’s framework for RTI builds upon AZ READS legislation that
requires screening in primary grades and interventions for students who
are not at grade level. In addition, new legislation requires that third
grade students who do not pass the state AIMS test be retained and
receive intensive instruction to increase their skill level.

Arizona’s RTl framework is based upon academic and behavioral
instruction. Research unquestionably supports that student behavior is
linked closely with the level of academic performance. There are well-
documented RTI systems for addressing both academics (Simmons et al.,
2002; Vaughn & Fuchs, 2003) and behavior {e.g., school-wide positive
behavior support, or SWPBS; Horner, Sugai, Todd, & Lewis-Palmer,
2005). Both types of systems are similar in their focus on universal
teaching of all students, provision of a continuum of supports provided
to students who do not respond, and reliance on action planning guided
by a representative team. They also share an emphasis on the prob-
lem-solving process {a decision-making system for identifying and
addressing challenges; Tilly, 2008) and the use of data for program
development, progress monitoring, and evaluation, and both rely on
evidence-based practices. It is for this reason that Arizona has wrapped
its RTlI framework in the concepts of both Academic and Behavioral
Support.

Academic and Behavioral supports are built around a three fiered
pyramid. The pyramid represents the three levels of instruction in our
schools. The primary level is Tier 1, which is the universal evidence-
based curriculum that all students receive; it is broad based and is
taught to all. Students are screened, core curriculum problems are iden-
tified, and explicit, direct, differentiated instruction occurs. A solid core
instruction, both academic and behavioral should have 80% of the
students achieving successfully. Students, who are not making adequate
progress in Tier 1, may still need more instruction in Tier 2. At Tier 2, a
plan is written that will allow the student to achieve preset goals, addi-
tional instruction is delivered, and bi-weekly progress monitoring occurs.
If a student does not respond to the Tier 2 intervention, the intervention
is changed and student progress is monitored. If several changes have
been made and the student is still unresponsive, the school data team
may decide that the student needs a more intensive intervention at Tier
3. Students in Tier 3 have smaller groups, more time, and instruction is
focused on specific skill deficits. If the student fails to respond to Tier 3
interventions, the educational team may make the decision to move
forward with a special education evaluation.

In the secondary schools, AZ RTl supports a dual focus. Schools imple-
ment tiered interventions, based upon screening data obtained from
state fest scores, screening assessments, and early warning systems.
Students in need, receive additional instruction/intervention in order to
build the skills necessary for them to be successful. The second focus is
on helping students access the content curriculum, using a variety of
strategies incorporated throughout the school.
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