Education Professions Supplemental Curriculum Lesson Plan

Lesson Planning
Title of Lesson: Preparing for a Substitute
Developed By: Julie Binnicker

Objective: Students will design and construct a lesson plan (and et cetera) folder that would
enable a substitute teacher to effectively teach their field experience classroom.

Essential Question: Why is it necessary to effectively prepare lesson plans
for a substitute teacher?

Activities:

Have the students conduct a short role playing exercise where one of the students portrays a
substitute teacher who arrives in the classroom, only to find that there are no lesson plans.
Have the rest of the class behave accordingly. (Obviously, the role playing will only need to take
place for a couple of minutes for the class to acknowledge that without adequate plans,
substitutes have a very difficult time in a classroom.) In small teams, have students brainstorm
a list of items that they would include in a substitute’s lesson plan folder. Challenge students to
come up with 5 -7 items. (Or, you could use silent graffiti to brainstorm items on the board.) .
Discuss the list and have the students compare their list to the Preparing for Substitutes
handout. As a class, you could determine which items were absolutely essential to a substitute’s
success, and which items should be omitted. Using the Preparing for Substitutes handout as a
guide, have students create a Lesson Plan Folder for Substitutes, including the items as
determined.

Another role playing suggestion is to have two folders prepped ahead of time. One of the
folders gives very few directives/instructions for the substitute teacher (i.e. no seating chart or
roster, vague directions for lesson, no mention of location materials for lessons, no mention of
students as good helpers, etc.) for the lesson. The other folder is detailed and specific, providing
the substitute with all of the information that he/she would need to be successful. Have the
students complete a T-chart comparing the differences between a substitute folder that is
appropriately prepped and one that is not. Then proceed with have the students create a
Lesson Plan Folder for Substitutes.

Finally, be sure to discuss with the students the necessity of emergency substitute plans that
could be put into place if the teacher is unable to prepare specific plans for the particular date of
absence.

Materials:
Preparing for Substitutes checklist (modify to the needs of your students/classroom); self-create
rubric for assessing lesson plan folder assignment.




Assessment:

Students will present their Lesson Plan Folders in teams, peer evaluating each other’s work,
commenting on ease and organization of implementation of the contents of the folders.
(Teacher or students could generate “talking points” or peer evaluation sheet.

Time: 90 + minutes

Standard(s):
11.0 IDENTIFY INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS FOR STUDENT LEARNING
11.1 Investigate various methods of instruction

12.0 CREATE A LESSON PLAN AND RELATED ACTIVITIES TO MEET THE NEEDS OF
LEARNERS

12.2 Integrate the components of a lesson plan with activities and instructional materials
12.4 Conduct a reflective evaluation of the implemented lesson plan



