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As part of Superintendent Tom Horne’s ongoing efforts to improve the communication of academic 
expectations, the Arizona Department of Education is releasing High School writing, reading, and 
mathematics items to the public.  This release is intended to provide students, parents, teachers, and the 
community with specific examples of the types of skills being assessed on the AIMS tests.  The release is 
divided into a writing/reading form and a mathematics form, similar to the AIMS test. 
 
Included in this release is a previous prompt and directions used in the AIMS assessments.  Following the 
writing prompt are two reading passages, directions, and the items associated with each passage in the 
form of a mini-test.  These passages and items are from the 2004, 2005, 2006, and 2009 AIMS 
administrations.  The final section will contain the individual items with the correct answers and 
statistical information about each item. 
 
The mathematics section consists of a mini-test with thirty items from the 2005 through 2009 AIMS 
administrations, followed by the individual items and their statistics. 
 
The statistical information includes the:  

1) Item identification number.  
2) Correct answer.  
3) Response probability (P-Value), which represents the percentage of students who answered the 
    question correctly.  
4) Rasch difficulty, which measures the difficulty of the item on a scale in which -3 indicates a very 
    easy item and +3 indicates an extremely difficult item. 
5) Point Biserial Correlation, which expresses the relationship between how students score on this 
    item and how they score on the test as a whole.  The higher the Point Biserial value, the greater the 
    correlation between the scores for the item and the scores for the rest of the test.  
6) Performance objective as the item aligns to the 2003 Reading Standard and the 2008 Mathematics 
    Standard. 
7) Distractor analysis, which shows the percentage of responses for each answer option.  

 
The items are reproductions of the actual items as they appeared on the AIMS tests.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Frank Brashear, Director of Test & Item Development, at (602) 542-5031.   
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  Your editorial should include: 
 

• An introduction, a body, and a conclusion. 
 

• A clearly stated position. 
 

• Specific, appropriate reasons. 
 

• Persuasive word choice. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 Read the writing prompt below. Use the next page for your 
  prewriting and planning. Then write your draft on pages 6 and 7. 

 

Many insurance companies offer lower rates to young drivers who have 
passed a driver’s education class. However, your school does not offer 
driver’s education classes. 
 
Write an editorial for the school newspaper stating and defending your 
position about a school-sponsored driver’s education program. 

    Remember to edit for spelling, grammar, punctuation, and capitalization. 
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Directions:  Read the letter. Then answer Numbers 1 through 6. 

  

222 N. 2nd Street 
Phoenix, AZ 85021 
November 20, 2003 
 
Mr. Bob Martin, Owner 
Martin’s T-Shirt Shop 
2400 S. Dahlia 
Denver, Colorado 80222 
 
Dear Mr. Martin: 
 
On August 3, our volleyball club ordered twenty-three shirts, style #3013 at a cost of $9.17 
each.  We requested our school name on the front and each girl’s name on the back.  We 
also requested immediate shipment.  Your catalog guaranteed that all silk screening 
would be completed within five days of a received order.  Even though your pricing 
structure was slightly higher than other companies’, we were impressed by your 
guarantee, believing it meant we would most certainly have our shirts before our first 
league home game. 
 
We received confirmation of our order via email on August 10.  However, by August 30, 
we still had not received our shirts.  At that time, Coach Allen spoke with Jim Ericks, a 
representative from your company.  Mr. Ericks stated that the shirts had, indeed, been 
completed in a timely fashion, but shipping problems has caused an unavoidable delay.  
He assured Coach Allen that the shirts would be sent out that same day. 
 
Two more weeks passed, and we still did not receive our shirts.  Coach Allen called again 
and spoke of terminating our order.  Mr. Ericks assured her that the shipping problem had 
been an aberration, and though it had been difficult to resolve, our shirts would be 
arriving quickly. 
 
Unfortunately, it is now November, and our season has ended.  Thus, we no longer need 
the shirts.  As our team treasurer, I am requesting a full refund. 
 
In addition to reimbursing us, you need to examine the way you treat your customers.  Our 
team was disappointed with the lack of service and continued rhetoric of broken promises.  
What you promised in your ads was certainly far different from what you did. 
 
We will not order from your company again.  Please remit a full refund immediately.  We 
will send a copy of this letter to our district business office for further action if our refund 
is not received within the next two weeks. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Sarah Schew 
 

Sarah Schew 
Volleyball Club Treasurer 
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 Based on the letter, the reader can determine that a problem that is an aberration is 
 a problem that 

 
 A   does not have a solution. 

 B   does not typically happen. 

 C   is not important. 

 D   occurs frequently. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 What organizational structure does Sarah use most in this letter? 
 
A   chronological order 

B   comparison and contrast 

C   cause and effect 

D   classification 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 In the fifth paragraph of the letter, Sarah uses the phrase “rhetoric of broken 
promises” to suggest that Mr. Ericks has  
 
A   offered alternatives. 

B   made excuses rather than solve the problem. 

C   ignored the problem. 

D   referred the problem to Coach Allen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Why did the volleyball club choose to order from Martin’s T-Shirt Shop? 
 
A   The company offers speedy delivery. 

B   The company offers silk screening. 

C   The company has the lowest price. 

D   The company personalizes T-shirts. 
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 Why does Sarah tell Mr. Martin that she will send a copy of the letter to the district 
 business office? 
 
 A   to inform about where to send the reimbursement 

 B   to emphasize her importance at the school and on the team 

 C   to suggest that he direct all future questions to them 

 D   to show that the administration will be informed about the problem 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 How do the first two paragraphs of the letter strengthen Sarah’s argument? 
 
  A   by explaining why the club ordered from the company 

  B   by listing what actions the writer wants taken 

  C   by giving background information about the problem 

  D   by providing the original order data 
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Directions:  Read the announcement. Then answer Numbers 7 through 12. 
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 Why does the author repeat certain ideas throughout the announcement? 
 
  A   to increase university enrollment 

  B   to increase scholarship applications 

  C   to encourage students to attend the event 

  D   to encourage students to help at the event 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 According to the announcement, how can students decide which information 
 booths to visit at the Information Fair? 
 
  A   Check with their career counselors. 

  B   Focus on classes in their senior year. 

  C   Review the materials that they collect. 

  D   Browse the list attached to the announcement. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



AIMS Reading Released Items for 2010 

      Arizona Department of Education                                       16 of 22                           Released 9-7-10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                            
 

 According to the announcement, how can students best learn about 
 entrance requirements? 
 
  A   collect pamphlets 

  B   listen to Mr. Wolter’s session 

  C   listen to Ms. Guzman 

  D   attend the Information Fair 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The author uses bold print for the phrases a folder with pockets, review the 
 materials, and bring your friends in order to  
 
  A   create a wider variety of information 

  B   make the newsletter more interesting 

  C   enhance the layout of those paragraphs 

  D   emphasize the importance of each item 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 It is important for eighth-grade students to attend Opportunities in Education 
 Night in order to 
 
  A   gain early acceptance to a university. 

  B   select appropriate high school classes. 

  C   begin classes early at technical school. 

  D   discover high school counseling options. 
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Reading Item Data 
 
 
 

      
 
 
     Item           Correct      P-Value     Equated       Point Biserial      Distractor Analysis Percentage 
  Number        Answer                      Rasch Value    Correlation     Option A    Option B     Option C    Option D 
 
  3146928             B              0.78           -0.1354                0.44                9            78            3            10 
 

2003 Reading Standard Alignment is Strand 1 – Concept 4 – Performance Objective 2 
 

 
 
 
 

        
 
 
     Item           Correct      P-Value     Equated       Point Biserial      Distractor Analysis Percentage 
  Number        Answer                      Rasch Value    Correlation     Option A    Option B     Option C    Option D 
 
  3146930             A              0.49            1.3874                0.41               49           10           33            8 
 

2003 Reading Standard Alignment is Strand 1 – Concept 6 – Performance Objective 5 
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     Item           Correct      P-Value     Equated       Point Biserial      Distractor Analysis Percentage 
  Number        Answer                      Rasch Value    Correlation     Option A    Option B     Option C    Option D 
 
  3146929             B              0.84           -0.6373                0.36                3            84           10            2 
 

2003 Reading Standard Alignment is Strand 1 – Concept 4 – Performance Objective 3 
 

 
 
 
 

        
 
 
     Item           Correct      P-Value     Equated       Point Biserial      Distractor Analysis Percentage 
  Number        Answer                      Rasch Value    Correlation     Option A    Option B     Option C    Option D 
 
  3146933             A              0.64            0.3174                0.41               64           23            6             7 
 

2003 Reading Standard Alignment is Strand 3 – Concept 1 – Performance Objective 3 
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     Item           Correct      P-Value     Equated       Point Biserial      Distractor Analysis Percentage 
  Number        Answer                      Rasch Value    Correlation     Option A    Option B     Option C    Option D 
 
  3146941             D              0.90           -1.2080                0.35                3             4            3            90 
 

2003 Reading Standard Alignment is Strand 3 – Concept 1 – Performance Objective 7 
 

 
 
 
 

      
 
 
     Item           Correct      P-Value     Equated       Point Biserial      Distractor Analysis Percentage 
  Number        Answer                      Rasch Value    Correlation     Option A    Option B     Option C    Option D 
 
  3146940             C              0.55            0.8783                0.26               25            6            55            13 
 

2003 Reading Standard Alignment is Strand 3 – Concept 3 – Performance Objective 1 
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     Item           Correct      P-Value     Equated       Point Biserial      Distractor Analysis Percentage 
  Number        Answer                      Rasch Value    Correlation     Option A    Option B     Option C    Option D 
 
  3267269             C              0.87           -1.2009                0.46                5             5            87            3 
 

2003 Reading Standard Alignment is Strand 3 – Concept 3 – Performance Objective 2 
 

 
 
 
 

          
 
 
     Item           Correct      P-Value     Equated       Point Biserial      Distractor Analysis Percentage 
  Number        Answer                      Rasch Value    Correlation     Option A    Option B     Option C    Option D 
 
  3267259             D              0.51            0.9776                0.38               25            6            18            51 
 

2003 Reading Standard Alignment is Strand 3 – Concept 1 – Performance Objective 3 
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     Item           Correct      P-Value     Equated       Point Biserial      Distractor Analysis Percentage 
  Number        Answer                      Rasch Value    Correlation     Option A    Option B     Option C    Option D 
 
  3267260             B              0.49            1.1629                0.36               11           49            7            33 
 

2003 Reading Standard Alignment is Strand 3 – Concept 1 – Performance Objective 3 
 

 
 
 
 

     
 
 
     Item           Correct      P-Value     Equated       Point Biserial      Distractor Analysis Percentage 
  Number        Answer                      Rasch Value    Correlation     Option A    Option B     Option C    Option D 
 
  3267270             D              0.81            -0.7547               0.51                8            5             6            81 
 

2003 Reading Standard Alignment is Strand 3 – Concept 1 – Performance Objective 7 
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     Item           Correct      P-Value     Equated       Point Biserial      Distractor Analysis Percentage 
  Number        Answer                      Rasch Value    Correlation     Option A    Option B     Option C    Option D 
 
  3267266             B              0.79           -0.5430                0.42                9            79            5             6 
 

2003 Reading Standard Alignment is Strand 3 – Concept 1 – Performance Objective 3 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


