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Arizona eLearning Task force 
 

Minutes of the Meeting 
Wednesday, October 21, 2009 

10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Arizona Department of Education 

Conference Room 417 
 
Members Present: 
Coy Ison – via conference phone    Joseph O’Reilly 
Sandi Grandberry – via conference phone   Mark Nichols 
Kim Flack       Matt Morales 
Ted Kraver       Cathy Poplin, Chair 
 
Members Not Present: 
Rosy Escandon 
5 vacancies 
 
Handouts: 

• Agenda for October 21, 2009 
• September 15, 2009 Meeting Minutes 
• Race to the Top Support from the AZeLTF – Ted Kraver 
• GITA Arizona Broadband Advisory Committee – Matt Morales 
• P-20 Coordinating Council September 15, 2009 
• National Educational Technology Plan 
• Arizona Online Instruction; reports definitions 
• AzTEA Westside Workshop; Using Flip Cameras in the Classroom 

 
Welcome and Introduction – The meeting is recorded on tape and is available for full review. 
Cathy Poplin called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. Cathy welcomed those in attendance and 
began with the introductions and member updates. 

• Sandi Grandberry, For the Love of Software, introduced herself and informed the ELTF 
that due to California cut-back. Sandi is available to teach online courses 

• Coy Ison, Executive Director of AzTEA, introduced himself with no updates 
• Kim Flack, with ASSET Eight, Eight-Arizona PBS/AZ Digital Nation is partnering with 

Westside AzTEA to provide a Flip Video Camera professional development workshop on 
November 4th.  Digital Nation, the year-long initiative will unfold through a series of 
online video reports and user-submitted stories that will springboard to a national 
television broadcast to air winter 2010 on PBS. Kim will keep the ELTF informed. 

• Ted Kraver, with eSATS, gave each member a handout addressing support for the Race 
to the Top initiative from the ELTF. Ted will provide more information as the task force 
moves forward to agenda item number four & five (AZ P-20 Council Kickoff Recap) 

• Galen Updike, Telecommunication Development Manager with GITA, introduced 
himself and will provide information on the Broadband Initiative.  

• Brett Hinton, Director of Educational Technology with the Arizona Department of 
Education (ADE), introduced himself and the new Education Program Specialist to the 
ADE Educational Technology unit, Brenda Wright. Brett also informed the ELTF that in 
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a few weeks ADE Educational Technology will release of the new ARRA RFP, the 
release date is projected for November 9th.  

• Mark Nichols, with ASU/alt^I/IDEAL, introduced himself, and informed the ELTF he 
has volunteered at his son’s school to assist them with the development of their 
technology plan.  

• Hank Stabler, ADE Consultant, introduced himself, with no new updates and informed 
the ELTF that he recently read an article on Flip Cameras in Wired magazine.  

• Cathy Poplin, Chair to ELTF, Deputy Associate Superintendent for Educational 
Technology with ADE, introduced herself and informed the ELTF that the SETDA 
Leadership Conference will be in two weeks and a part of Cathy’s involvement will be to 
speak on how Arizona is helping blend with Title I funding. SETDA has published two 
documents titled, Leveraging Title I and Title II-D, Maximizing the effective technology 
in Education, and A Resource Guide for Identifying Technology Tools for Schools. These 
documents will show how to maximize ARRA funding. ADE has co-sponsored with 
AzTEA for the MEGA Conference November 17th, 18th & 19th to show an active 21st 
Century Classroom. MEGA Conference participants will be able to see a classroom with 
interactive whiteboards, responder systems, Doc Cameras, Flip Cameras, etc.  

• Joe O’Reilly, with Mesa Public Schools, introduced himself with no updates. 
 
Approval of minutes from September 15, 2009 
Cathy asked the ELTF to review the minutes from the September meeting for approval. No 
corrections were offered.  Cathy asked for a motion to approval the minutes. Joe O’Reilly made a 
motion to accept the minutes; Kim Flack seconded, with no opposition. Cathy will have the 
minutes posted to the ELTF website. 
 
New Arizona Online Learning Legislation – Art Harding 
Cathy asked Art Harding, the Legislative Liaison for the Department of Education, to provide 
more information on the new Arizona Online Instruction (AOI) laws. Art began by informing the 
ELTF the language for the new law may be found in Senate Bill 1196. The bill is a mixture of 
bills from Sen. Huppenthal and Rep. Rich Crandall. Charter AOI schools will fall under the 
Charter School Board; District AOI schools will fall under the State School Board. The biggest 
issue to address is how to measure students and school finance. Was it going to be on the school 
level or the student level, should it be based on the type of school or students? It was decided to 
base it on students, full-time or part-time. Fractional is a part-time student. The new law 
addresses concurrent enrollment, with an increase in definitions of what a day is with regards to 
seat time. The ELTF asked about funding.  Funding is based on logged hours/attendance, 1.85% 
vs. 1.95% with 1.0 ADM for the year. A funding scheme is in effect now to existing AOI 
(TAPBI) schools. AOI schools are going to move to a fiscal calendar year (July 1 to June 30). 
There will be additional reporting and it will be decided what to report by November 2010. Art 
suggested the ELTF be present at the board meeting to suggest what should be reported.  
 
Arizona K-12 Online Learning Study Group Update, October 27, 2009 – Brett Hinton 
Cathy asked Brett Hinton to provide information on the Arizona K-12 Online Learning Study 
Group. Supt. Horne would like to create a catalog of K-12 online courses available in Arizona. 
The catalog would include what courses are available and how a student can enroll or contact the 
school on how to enroll in the various programs. This study group is by invitation only. The 
catalog is to be published/created by December 2010. 
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Broadband in Arizona and the Arizona Broadband Advisory Committee (ABAC) – Galen 
Updike 
Cathy asked Galen to provide an update on Broadband in Arizona. Galen gave a brief 
presentation on Broadband within Arizona. An estimated one million citizens in Arizona do not 
have access to the new FCC definition of broadband. 225 communities with populations of 500 
or more, an estimated 20% have little or no broadband. Galen gave an explanation of 
abbreviations.  

• NTIA – National Telecommunications Information Authority (executive for FCC/U.S. 
Commerce Dept.) 

• BTOP – Broadband Technology Opportunity Program 
• RUS – Rural Utility Services 
• BIP – Broadband Infrastructure Program 

Hank asked if E-Rate could help support the initiative and Galen responded yes. Vendors will 
have to have a SPIN (Service Provider Identification number); E-Rate will help drive the cost 
down. Cathy will email Galen’s PowerPoint Presentation to the ELTF members. Matt will 
provide a glossary of definitions.  
 
National Educational Technology Plan – Cathy Poplin 
Cathy informed the ELTF that the National Educational Technology Plan is currently being 
revised. Linda Roberts is being brought back to assist with the development. They are asking for 
public input, Cathy shared the website with the task force https://edtechfuture.org/. 
 
IDEAL’s PD Offerings for Fall 2009 – Mark Nichols 
IDEAL recently launched 12 courses and 10 sections for the SEI courses with 600 learners 
across those courses. Most courses are for 4 to 8 weeks, looking at how to apply self-paced 
courses. Cathy is currently facilitating a course.  
  
Update on IDEAL’s AP Pilot Project – Eric Francis 
Eric was unable to attend the meeting and Cathy provided the update. 21 students in the first 
pilot, Cathy shared feedback from a survey Eric sent out and received 246 responses statewide, 
from districts, charters & others (which included the Bureau of Indian Affairs). Cathy will share 
the survey data with the ELTF.  
 
Arizona’s P-20 Council Kickoff Recap – Joe O’Reilly & Ted Kraver 
The P-20 Council is focusing on obtaining funds from the Race to the Top grant. Deb Duvall has 
been tasked by Governor Brewer to oversee the critical proposal operations with deadlines in 
December and spring of 2010. The P-20 Coordinating Council has created four Task Forces. 

• Statewide Longitudinal Data System – address formative assessment and data based tools 
to drive instruction. 

• Great Teachers Great Leaders – Alternative pathways for aspiring teachers with effective 
preparation programs and use of rapid-time student data teachers and professional 
development. 

• Standards and Assessments – Assure that our Technology Standards and viable plan for 
teacher-student formative assessment is in the proposal. 

• Supporting Struggling Schools – Assure that the eLearning model for a 21st century 
school is in the proposal to struggling schools to schools like our national model of 
Wilson School District K-8 School. 

 

https://edtechfuture.org/�
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Next Meeting: November 13, 2009 
Cathy informed the ELTF the next meeting will be November 13, 2009. 
 
Public Testimony 
Dana Erikson with Education 2020 was present. 
 
Adjourn 
Cathy asked for a motion to adjourn. Matt Morales made a motion to adjourn; Ted seconded no 
opposition. Cathy adjourned the meeting at 12:09 p.m. 


