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Arizona eLearning Task Force 
 

Minutes of the Meeting 
Monday, August 30, 2010 
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

Arizona Department of Education 
Conference Room 417 

 
Members Present: 
Kim Flack Represented by Priscilla Lundberg   Joseph O’Reilly 
Coy Ison        Mark Nichols 
Ted Kraver        Cathy Poplin, Chair 
Sandi Grandberry 
 
Members Not Present: 
Rosy Escandon 
Matt Morales 
 
Handouts: 

• Agenda for August 30, 2010 
• Meeting Minutes from February 19, 2010 
• Meeting Minutes from March 24, 2010 
• iNACOL Virtual School Symposium 2010 registration information & Day-by-Day 

Agenda 
 
Welcome and Introduction – The meeting is recorded and is available for full review. 
Cathy Poplin called the meeting to order at 10:03 a.m. Cathy welcomed those in attendance and 
began with the introductions and member updates. 

• Hank Stabler, ADE Consultant, no updates to report 
• Priscilla Lundberg, with PBS Eight & ASSET, will be representing Kim Flack. Priscilla 

informed the ELTF of a series of six workshops for parents. The six workshops are two 
hours and free to the parents. Child care will be provided for children ages birth to five 
years old. The workshops are from Raising Readers, a national federal grant for early 
readers ages zero to five. The materials provided to the parents will range from coloring 
books for kids to iPods. This project is being funded by state funds, First Things First. 
The four school districts involved are Deer Valley, Paradise Valley, Madison and 
Washington. Other partners are: Desert Dawn private pre-school and Orangewood 
Presbyterian Church.  

• Coy Ison, former Executive Director of AzTEA, introduced himself and informed the 
ELTF he is no longer with AzTEA and today will be his last meeting with the ELTF.  His 
last day with the state library is the September 30th.  Coy is returning to Utah.  Coy 
informed the ELTF the state library did receive a second BTOP grant. The second grant 
is a job services grant for $3 million dollars. Twenty-eight job service computer systems 
will be installed statewide. 

• Ruth Catalano, ADE Consultant, introduced herself, no updates to report 
• Joseph O’Reilly, with Mesa Public Schools, no updates 
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• Sandi Grandberry, with For the Love of Software, introduced herself and reported she has 
begun her classes at the University of Phoenix for her PhD 

• Mark Nichols, with ASU/alt^I/IDEAL, introduced himself and informed the ELTF ASU 
has 13,000 new students this year, the most ever.  

• Ted Kraver, with eSATS, provided each member a handout on an upcoming GAZEL 
event. The Arizona eLearning Networking Event will be held August 31st.        

• Cathy Poplin, Deputy Associate Superintendent for Educational Technology with ADE, 
introduced herself and reported last Thursday and Friday the Ed Technology unit held 
their fall workshop for the twelve 21st Century Classrooms grantees. The workshop 
included information on how to sustain their projects once the funding has ended.  

 
Approval of Minutes from January 20, 2010 
Cathy asked the ELTF to review the minutes from February and March meetings for approval. 
Cathy asked for a motion to approve the minutes. Sandi Grandberry made a motion to accept the 
minutes; Joseph O’Reilly seconded, with no opposition. Cathy will have the minutes posted to 
the ELTF website. 
 
Joseph O’Reilly inquired about the five ELTF vacancies. Cathy stated she has informed the 
governors’ office and will keep the task force informed. 
 
Federal Legislative Update 
Cathy Poplin reported no major changes until after the general election. Cathy did state there is 
currently no educational technology funding for FY11.  
 
Update on eSATS 
Ted Kraver reported that eSATS has spent the last three-four months updating their 2004 design. 
The new design will focus on e-learning over the next ten years, Transforming Arizona’s K-12 
Education with an eLearning system design. eSATS is looking to create a new strategic design 
on the state and district levels. The district level will focus on two major aspects, the physical 
infrastructure and the intellectual level. The new design will also include a financial model. Ted 
will send the report to Cathy once completed, and would like for the ELTF to review and provide 
feedback on how to improve. Cathy informed the task force this report does fall under ELTF 
duties and if they would like to review it at the October meeting or on an individual basis. Task 
force agreed to review at the next meeting. 
 
Update on Arizona Online Schools 
Cathy reported that the State Board of Education did use the ELTF recommendations for the new 
AOI application. Cathy, along with others, evaluated the twenty-eight applications from school 
districts. Based on a rubric the Charter Schools had created, twenty-four new AOI school 
districts were approved. The Charter Board is anticipating funding five more charter schools all 
online. The original fourteen TAPBI schools were grandfathered in and did not have to re-apply. 
The next step will be to help guide the evaluation process. Cathy will keep the ELTF informed. 
 
Cathy also mentioned by the next meeting Keeping Pace with eLearning 2010 will be released 
and will update the ELTF, with regards to the numbers on how many students in Arizona took an 
online course. 
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Update on Broadband in Arizona 
Galen Updike, Telecommunication Development manager with GITA provided the update.  

• US Government put $7.2 billion toward broadband deployment in the ARRA bill 
• Two year window to apply 
• Arizona has received two grants: 

• $3.6 million for state libraries 
o 120 libraries across the state now provide access to the Internet  
o Extended library hours 

• Two tribal grants were awarded for hardware 
o Navajo Nation - $39 million dollars over the next 3 years 
o Tohono Nation 

• SACNET – a consortium of 15 Arizona counties, GOVNET has received $39 million to 
address drops into Arizona school districts. All fifteen county districts and 
superintendents are part of GOVNET.  

• Arizona will receive an additional $2 million for planning and an estimated $2.2 million 
for mapping. The preliminary mapping should be complete by December 2010. 

• E-Rate Fund Program – is the official name of the E-Rate office within GITA. GITA is 
able to accept corporate donations with no provisions. 

 
Update on IDEAL 
Mark Nichols informed the task force IDEAL has been funded for the next year by the COP. 
Will focus on Title I schools and will work closer with ADE and Title I schools. IDEAL is 
looking for additional participants to use the new online professional development registration 
system available through IDEAL. The new LRM allows for easier use with the aligning of 
content to state standards. Two-hundred Social Study resources have been added, continuing to 
bring in more resources from Discovery Education and Thinkfinity.  
 
Mark has been discussing with Matt Lehrman on the possibility of adding an Arts page within 
IDEAL. Another meeting is scheduled for September. Mark will keep the ELTF informed. 
 
Galen stated GITA has been discussing using LamdaRail for K-12 opportunities. LamdaRail is a 
12,000 mile, high-speed national network infrastructure owned and operated by the U.S. research 
and education community that runs over fiber-optic lines. Galen asked for more information on 
LamdaRail, Mark replied he is not an authority on LamdaRail but would check with ASU staff 
that uses LamdaRail. Mark will keep the group informed. 
 
Potential Online Teaching Endorsement 
Cathy informed the ELTF, due to the increase in online schools, it has been brought up there 
needs to be an online teaching endorsement. The process will begin with Cathy’s unit, 
Educational Technology. Ed Technology will research how other states address this issue. Cathy 
will then move it forward to the Certification group. Certification will open up board rules for us 
to begin looking at what an endorsement for online teaching will look like in Arizona. 
Certification has an extensive process that will involve reviewing all colleges, major school 
districts and some AOI districts to determine what pieces are needed for this endorsement. Cathy 
will keep the ELTF informed as this process progresses.  
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iNACOL Conference – Virtual School Symposium – Online and Blended Learning: The 
Future of Education 
The iNACOL Virtual School Symposium will be November 14 – 16, 2010 in Glendale, AZ. 
Cathy will check to see if the ELTF can do “sweat equity” to attend the conference. Cathy will 
also ask about a discount.  
 
Next Meeting: October 27, 2010 
Cathy asked the task force members to mark their calendars for the next ELTF meeting on 
October 27th.  
 
Public Testimony 
No guests in attendance 
 
Adjourn 
Cathy asked for a motion to adjourn. Ted Kraver made a motion to adjourn; seconded no 
opposition. Cathy adjourned the meeting at 11:33 a.m. 


