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Wihat Parents Neea to [Kneow

Some children have disabilities that prevent them from accessing printed materials in the same way their

peers can.
e A student with a visual impairment might not be able to see the print in a book.
e Astudent with a physical impairment might not be able to turn the pages of a textbook.

e A student with a specific learning disability in reading might not be able to read the words as they

appear on paper.

Accessible instructional materials (AIM) provide the same information found in textbooks or handouts in a
format that students with disabilities can use more easily. AIM present exactly the same content as a

printed textbook or other instructional material.

If | think my child needs accessible
instructional materials, what should | do?

If you think your child needs accessible instructional
materials, discuss it with the other members of your
child’s IEP team. The Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act (IDEA) requires schools to provide
accessible instructional materials to students with
disabilities who need them.

How do I get accessible instructional materials
for my child?

If the IEP team determines that a student with a
disability requires accessible instructional materials,
there are a number of ways to obtain them. Some
textbook publishers have accessible formats
available for purchase by your child’s school. Some
textbooks may need to be converted by an
alternative media producer (AMP).

Please encourage a member of your IEP team to
contact the Arizona Department of Education AIM
coordinator to learn more.

candice.trainor@azed.gov or 602-364-3984

For more information please visit the

ADE Accessible Instructional Materials Web page: @

www.azed.gov/special-education/special-projects/accessible

What types of specialized formats are
available?

Braille—this format is used almost exclusively for
students with vision impairments. Braille formats
can be produced as printed documents or digital
files that can be read by a computer or other braille
display device.

Large Print—this format is for hard copy materials
that have text larger than what is used in most
standard print materials.

Audio—this format provides information as speech
that students can listen to and understand, either
using a human voice or synthesized electronic
speech.

Digital Text—this format presents information in
many different ways. Students can manipulate
digital text on a computer or other electronic device
to change how text is displayed (size and color) and
also can enable some programs to read the text out
loud.

Arizona

Pepartment of Education

This publication was created using information provided from the PACER Center and the National Center on Accessible Instructional materials
at CAST http://aim.cast.org/sites/aim.cast.org/files/AIM Basics for Families.pdf. Last updated February 2012.
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