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Arizona Department of Education  
Releases 2012 AIMS Test Results 

Arizona continues to see steady improvements 
 
(Phoenix, AZ, August 2, 2012)– Superintendent of Public Instruction John Huppenthal announced today 
that the Arizona Department of Education (ADE) released statewide results for the 2012 Arizona’s 
Instrument to Measure Standards (AIMS) for those students who tested this past spring. Each year 
Arizona students in grades 3 – 8 and in tenth grade are required to take the AIMS tests to measure their 
mastery of the various subject materials as outlined in the adopted state curriculum standards. AIMS 
math and reading tests are taken in each of the required years, writing is taken in grades 5, 6, 7 and 10, 
and science in grades 4, 8 and 10.  
 
“We continue to show increases each year with our AIMS scores across the spectrum.  Not only have we 
made progress this year, but anticipate greater progress in coming years”, said Superintendent of Public 
Instruction John Huppenthal. “The Department is committed to providing the necessary support our 
teachers and schools need to help students become college and career ready.  As we transition into our 
new Arizona college and career ready standards over the next year, it is imperative our districts and 
schools focus on meeting these new standards.  We must continue to move our students forward, 
showing increasing growth in student mastery of math, reading, writing and science standards.  I have 
great confidence our educational leaders, teachers and students are up to this challenge.” 
  
Once again Arizona saw marked improvement on the AIMS science test, with 60 percent of the students 
passing the science assessment.  This is a 6 percent increase over 2010 when 54 percent of the students 
passed the science requirements. 
  
With respect to the AIMS reading test, a total of 77 percent of Arizona’s students passed the reading 
assessment. This represents a 4 percentage point increase over 2010 when 73 percent of students 
passed the reading requirements. 
  



In 2009 the writing test for grades 5,6,7 and 10 was revised to reflect higher academic standards.  As a 
result of the increase in writing standards, it was anticipated there would be a drop in our student’s 
writing scores from 2009-2010.   Once leveling to the new standard, however, we again see a slight 
increase in writing scores from 56% passing in 2011 to 57% passing in 2012. 
 
AIMS math scores increased slightly in 2012, with 60 percent of students passing the mathematics 
assessment compared to 59 percent in 2011.  
  
A complete list of AIMS test results by grade, school, district, charter and county can be found at:  

http://www.azed.gov/research-evaluation/aims-assessment-results/ 
  
For more information please contact Public Information Officer, Molly Edwards at 602-364-2425 or 

molly.edwards@azed.gov  
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