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Arizona Continues to Blaze the Path for More School Choice Options, 
Huppenthal Says 

(Phoenix, Ariz. – June 12, 2012) Superintendent of Public Instruction, John Huppenthal has written a “My 
Turn” column regarding expanded options for parents under school choice. 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

As a pioneer and staunch supporter of school choice in Arizona, I am gratified to see how far we have 
come over the last two decades.  Arizona stands alone as the most innovative school choice state in the 
country.  We continue that upward mobility with Governor Jan Brewer signing HB2622, which provides 
parents even greater latitude to decide what’s right for their child’s educational future. 

Originally introduced in 2011 as SB1553 by Sen. Rick Murphy (R-Glendale), the ‘Empowerment 
Scholarship Account’ (ESA) program gives parents the choice to remove their special needs children 
from public school and place them in a parent-chosen educational setting. Using 90% of the dollars that 
would have otherwise been allocated for their children’s public education, the ESA program allows 
parents greater flexibility by giving them access to private schools, online learning programs, home 
schools, private tutoring, educational therapies and more.    

In its first year alone, the Arizona Department of Education (ADE) disbursed an estimated 1.5 million 
dollars to Arizona families with an additional 300 applications for the 2012-2013 school year with the 
program set to double.  

The new ESA expansion makes the program available to active duty military families, permanently 
placed foster care children and students attending D & F letter graded schools. All told, over 200,000 
Arizona students will be eligible to apply for an ESA scholarship in the upcoming year.  

With the passage of HB2622, sponsored by Rep. Debbie Lesko (R-Glendale), ESAs are challenging the 
educational status quo by making a private education available to our most vulnerable and at-risk 
students.  



 “I'm delighted that more educational opportunities and choices will be provided to Arizona 
 students and parents through this legislation.  Once again, Arizona is leading the way in 
 innovative educational reforms and I am honored to be part of it.” –Rep. Debbie Lesko  

Under the leadership of Governor Jan Brewer, key legislators and the Arizona Department of Education, 
the pioneering program has only added to Arizona’s pedigree as the national leader in the school choice 
movement and has further demonstrated the political will of our state’s leadership to provide a world 
class education to all students, whether they find themselves inside or outside public school classrooms.  
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