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State Takes Important Steps to Increase Student 
Achievement in Science 

   
Phoenix, AZ, May 10, 2012 – The Arizona Department of Education (ADE) announced today that 
Arizona’s eighth-grade National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) Science scores were 
statistically level from 2009 to 2011, but that important efforts are underway to increase students’ 
learning in science.  
  
The 2011 NAEP scores are based on the 2009 NAEP Science Framework. Arizona eighth-grade students 
maintained their achievement level in the overall average scale score from 2009 to 2011.  The average 
scale score for Arizona eighth-grade students was 144, while the national average was 151. However, 
Arizona eighth-grade students eligible for the National School Lunch Program showed a statistically 
significant gain of four scale points from 2009 to 2011.   
  
“It is our imperative to ensure every student receives an education that prepares him or her to succeed 
in college and career,” said Superintendent of Public Instruction John Huppenthal. “A comprehensive 
understanding of science and technology is critical in preparing our students with the 21st century skills 
they need to compete in the global marketplace.”  
  
Arizona is taking bold steps to improve student achievement in science and other core subjects.  
  
In partnership with 25 other states, Arizona is developing the Next Generation Science Standards. These 
rigorous new science standards will be internationally competitive. Arizona’s adoption of College- and 
Career-Ready Standards in English Language Arts and Mathematics will also play a large role in 
increasing student academic achievement. 
  
A $25 million Race to the Top (RTTT) competitive grant was awarded to Arizona to support efforts to 
improve student learning. Led by the ADE, this RTTT grant champions the integration of STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) instructional strategies to support the implementation of 
Arizona’s College- and Career-Ready Standards in English Language Arts and Math. Many districts and 
charters across the state are implementing innovative STEM programs to ensure their students are 
meeting the needs of the workforce of tomorrow. 
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The 2011 NAEP Grade 8 Science Results will serve as a baseline as Arizona moves forward with 
developing and implementing new science standards. The NAEP Science assessment, reported on the 
“Nation’s Report Card,” is scheduled to be administered again in 2015. 
  
A full report of the 2011 NAEP Science Results is available at www.nces.gov/nationsreportcard. 
The 2011 NAEP Science was given, nationwide, to a representative sample of 122,000 eighth-graders in 
public, private, and other types of schools (i.e., Bureau of Indian Education schools and Department of 
Defense schools), and measured their knowledge and abilities in physical science, life science, and Earth 
and space sciences.  
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