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State of Arizona 
Department of Education 

 
 
CN# 01-12 

MEMORANDUM 
 

 
To: Sponsors of the National School Lunch Program 
 
From: Mary Szafranski, Deputy Associate Superintendent 
 Arizona Department of Education, Health & Nutrition Services 
 
 Cara Peczkowski, Director 
 Arizona Department of Education, School Nutrition Programs 
 
Date: September 14, 2011  
 
RE:  Welcome Back to Arizona Child Nutrition Programs: School Year 2011-2012 
 

School year 2011-2012, already in full swing, is one that the Arizona Department of Education 
(ADE) is very excited about. The ADE started the 2011 calendar year with a new administration 
led by John Huppenthal, Superintendent of Public Instruction. For the past eight months, the 
department has focused on serving Arizona’s education community and ensuring that every 
student has access to an excellent education. Much focus at the department has been placed on 
strategic planning, website enhancements, and “knock your socks off” customer service. ADE 
Health and Nutrition Services (HNS) would like to take this opportunity to highlight critical 
program guidance that has recently been disseminated and summarize the current projects and 
project ideas we are developing to better assist you with the operation of the Child Nutrition 
Programs that contribute to the development of healthy school environments. 

Communication 

It is important that all School Food Authority (SFA) and Program Contact information submitted 
on the CNP Web Sponsor and Site Applications be accurate and up to date. As a reminder, 
applications may be edited at any time during the school year and must be updated when staff or 
program changes occur.  All SFA contacts will continue to receive pertinent program 
information requiring immediate attention.   

In an attempt to improve communication, customer service, and policy implementation the 
School Nutrition Programs Director will be creating a focus group for school year 2011-2012. 
The goal is to form an Arizona Child Nutrition Programs Focus Group comprised of 
representatives from the School Nutrition Programs team at ADE, Arizona foodservice directors, 
business managers, and other school foodservice staff who:  
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 have strong operational knowledge of the Child Nutrition Programs, 
 are interested in idea sharing between the state agency and the local level foodservice 

administrators, 
 are willing to providing regular feedback on the guidance provided by the School Nutrition 

Programs team, and 
 would like to converse about USDA policy implementation and other specific topics that 

arise.  

The majority of the Focus Group’s work will be completed through online surveys, e-mails, and 
conference calls. Travel will not be required to participate in the Focus Group. Please e-mail 
Cara Peczkowski at Cara.Peczkowski@azed.gov by September 19, 2011 to express your interest 
in actively participating in the Arizona Child Nutrition Programs Focus Group for school year 
2011-2012. 

Arizona Department of Education Website 

The new ADE website launched Monday, September 12, 2011: http://www.azed.gov/. For the 
past seven months ADE has been working hard to create a new user-friendly, highly functional 
and content-rich website to better serve your needs.  

The Health and Nutrition Services page, http://www.azed.gov/health-nutrition/, is accessible 
from the All Programs link at the top of the ADE home page.  

The National School Lunch main page, http://www.azed.gov/health-nutrition/nslp/, is 
accessible from the Nutrition Programs link at the top of the Health and Nutrition 
Services page.  

In addition to the emphasis on reaching students, parents, teachers, administrators, and the 
public, the new website contains a specific HNS hot topics section and will be frequently 
updated to ensure the most up-to-date information is accessible. While the ADE website has 
been under revision, some of the recently issued memoranda have not been posted to the website. 
All memoranda issued have been sent to the School Food Authority contact via e-mail. Please 
send your feedback on the new website to webmaster@azed.gov. 

Program Guidance 

Sponsors are encouraged to complete a thorough review of all memoranda located at: 
http://www.azed.gov/health-nutrition/nslp/memos/. For your convenience, we have compiled a 
CN Memo Index, which provides all memos organized by topic and is available at this same 
website location. 

The Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010 has resulted in an ongoing release of policy and 
implementation guidance provided by the United States Department of Agriculture. To date, 
ADE Health and Nutrition Services (HNS) has released guidance on the following topics: 

Privacy Protection/Social Security Numbers (CN# 27-11) 
Requirements for Fluid Milk (CN# 33-11) 
Water Availability (CN# 34-11, CN# 08-12) 

mailto:Cara.Peczkowski@azed.gov�
http://www.azed.gov/�
http://www.azed.gov/health-nutrition/�
http://www.azed.gov/health-nutrition/nslp/�
mailto:webmaster@azed.gov�
http://www.azed.gov/health-nutrition/nslp/memos/�
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Direct Certification Matching Requirements (CN# 37-11) 
School Food Safety Program Enhancements  and Inspections (CN# 40-11, CN# 11-12) 
School Breakfast Program Outreach (CN# 04-12) 
Paid Lunch Equity (CN# 28-11, CN# 05-12) 
Nonprogram Food Revenue (CN# 06-12) 
Indirect Costs (CN# 09-12) 
Local Wellness Policies (CN# 07-12) 

The following guidance manuals have been updated and posted to our website at: 
http://www.azed.gov/health-nutrition/nslp/manuals/ 

CNP Guidance Manual 
CNP Direct Certification Guidance Manual 
Special Dietary Needs 
CNP Verification Guidance Manual 

The CNP Guidance Manual will remain solely as an electronic document. The Direct 
Certification Manual, Verification Manual, and Special Dietary Needs Manuals are also 
electronic, but will be made available in print form. To request a printed copy, please contact 
Shaylin Shabi at Shaylin.Shabi@azed.gov or (602) 364-0718. 

Special Initiatives/Opportunities for Schools: 

HealthierUS School Challenge (HUSSC):  
This initiative provides awards for schools participating in the National School Lunch 
Program that are creating healthier school environments through their promotion of good 
nutrition and physical activity. Four levels of superior performance are awarded: Bronze 
with a $500 incentive award, Silver with a $1,000 incentive award, Gold with a $1,500 
incentive award, and Gold of Distinction with a $2,000 incentive award.  

ADE would like to congratulate our newest award winners: Coyote Springs Elementary 
School, Lake Valley Elementary School, and Mountain View Elementary School. These 
schools are part of the Humboldt Unified District and were each awarded the Bronze 
level of certification, which will last through July 2015. The Humboldt schools join 
schools from the Casa Grande Elementary School District who are currently awarded at 
the Silver level. ADE is encouraging schools to apply for HUSSC awards and we are 
fortunate to have dedicated staff to coordinate this effort; contact Jacqueline Eory at 
(602) 364-1625 or Jacqueline.Eory@azed.gov for assistance with your HUSSC 
application. 

Expanding School Breakfast Programs: 
Kellogg’s and Action for Healthy Kids have teamed up to create Share Your Breakfast™ 
grants. These grants consist of two components: monetary awards and technical support. 
Kellogg’s will supply the monetary awards ranging from $750-$1,000; Action for 
Healthy Kids will provide schools with expertise and support to develop and expand their 
School Breakfast Program. Please review CN# 12-12 for more information. 
 

http://www.azed.gov/health-nutrition/nslp/manuals/�
mailto:Shaylin.Shabi@azed.gov�
mailto:Jacqueline.Eory@azed.gov�
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Arizona Champions for Change: Let’s Move Salad Bars to Schools: 
The ADE has partnered with the Arizona Department of Health Services (ADHS) to 
promote salad bars in schools as part of the Let’s Move Initiative. ADE and ADHS plan 
to offer three regional trainings. The first one will take place at the School Nutrition 
Association of Arizona’s pre-conference on September 23 in Glendale, Arizona and will 
be followed by a session in Tucson (October 20) and Flagstaff (October  25). Registration 
will be available at www.ade.az.gov/onlineregistration. Please see attached flyer. 
 

Fuel Up to Play 60: 
This is an in-school nutrition and physical activity incentive program supported by the 
National Dairy Council and the National Football League (NFL). Schools may apply for 
funds totaling $4,000 per year to be used in covering costs necessary to meet the 
determined goals, such as items to enhance meal participation or physical activity, visits 
from NFL players or merchandise. $500 of the $4000 is available as a stipend for the 
Program Advisor. The deadlines for submitting funding applications are October 1, 2011, 
December 1, 2011, and February1, 2012. Please review CN# 38-11 or visit 
www.fueluptoplay60.com for more details. 

Training 

The A+ School Lunch Workshop continues to provide regulation information, operational 
guidance, and hands-on-learning for operators of the National School Lunch, School Breakfast, 
and Afterschool Care Snack Programs. The format has been modified for school year 2011-2012, 
offering attendees greater opportunity for learning and more take-home resources. The training is 
scheduled for two full days; registration is no longer available to attend on separate days. 

Formerly, sponsors requesting access to one of the Child Nutrition Program applications through 
Common Logon (CNP Web, CNP Direct Certification, CNP Verification) were required to 
attend Computer Track training. The requirements for accessing these applications have been 
modified: each individual requesting access must read the NSLP Online Claims Training Manual 
and complete the Common Logon Permissions for Child Nutrition Programs form. These 
documents are located at www.azed.gov/health-nutrition/financial-information/. For specific 
information, please review CN#10-12.  

Professional Development 

HNS would like to draw your attention to upcoming events: 
 
Financial Management – September 21, 2011 (Phoenix, AZ) 
School Food Service; A Recipe for Change – October 18, 2011 (Payson, AZ) 
Serving it Safe – October 20-21, 2011 (Phoenix, AZ) 
Cooking for the New Generation & On the Road to Professional Food Preparation –    

January 19, 2011 (Phoenix, AZ) 
Arizona Coordinated School Health Conference – January 26-28, 2011 (Phoenix, AZ) 

Registration is available at www.ade.az.gov/onlineregistration. 

http://www.ade.az.gov/onlineregistration�
http://www.fueluptoplay60.com/�
http://www.azed.gov/health-nutrition/financial-information/�
http://www.ade.az.gov/onlineregistration�
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Miscellaneous Information: 

Each Local Educational Agency (LEA) is assigned to a School Nutrition Programs Specialist 
who is available to answer questions and is dedicated to assist you in running a successful 
program. Review your sponsor application through CNP Web to determine your assigned 
Specialist for this school year. If your Specialist is out of the office, you may always speak with 
the “Specialist of the Day” by selecting “zero” after reaching their out-of-office message. 

The binder tabs for organizing your household applications and Direct Certification match results 
will be available soon. To have a set mailed to you, please contact Shaylin Shabi at 
Shaylin.Shabi@azed.gov or (602) 364-0718. 

If you have questions or concerns regarding this memo, please contact your School Nutrition 
Programs Specialist at (602) 542-8700. 

mailto:Shaylin.Shabi@azed.gov�


Let's Move Salad Bars to Schools is a comprehensive grassroots public health effort to 

mobilize and engage stakeholders at the local, state and national level to support 

salad bars in schools.  

Vision:  to significantly increase salad bars in schools across the country until every 

child has the choice of healthy fruits and vegetables every day at school.  

Goal:   is to fund and award 6000 salad bars over the next three years. 

LET’S MOVE Salad Bars to Schools 
S AL AD  B AR S +  S CHO O LS  = M OR E  F R UI TS  AND  V EG E T AB LE S  F O R  CHI LD RE N  

See the reverse side of this flyer for information about 

how to apply for a salad bar for your school today. 

www.saladbars2schools.org 

Let's Move Salad Bars to Schools is an initiative of the Food Family Farming Foundation, National Fruit and 

Vegetable Alliance, United Fresh Produce Association Foundation, and Whole Foods Market to support First Lady 

Michelle Obama's Let's Move! initiative.  

Salad Bar Training Opportunities 
 

AZ Champions for Change:  

Let’s Move Salad Bars to Schools 

Training for Food Service Directors & Managers 
 

September 23, 2011:  SNAAZ 

October 20, 2011:  Tucson 

October 25, 2011:  Flagstaff 
 

Register online at:   

www.ade.az.gov/onlineregistration/calendar/

RenderCalendar.asp 
 

Questions: Contact Hope Wilson   

602-542-1879; hope.wilson@azdhs.gov 



Who May Apply? 
Any K-12 school district participating in the National School Lunch Program is eligi-
ble to apply. Districts applying for more than one salad bar will fill out one appli-
cation stating how many bars they need. Single -school districts or other independ-
ent schools will fill out a school application for a single salad bar. Schools currently 
awarded with Bronze status or above in the Healthier US School Challenge 
(HUSSC) automatically qualify for a salad bar donation, with the stipulation that 
the school or district desires and can support a salad bar every day in school lunch. 
 

How Does This Process Work? 
1. Submit Completed Application 
2. Application Approved for Funding 
3. Salad Bar Webpage for your District/School Goes Live 
4. The Initiative and Your Community Raise funds for Your Salad Bars 
5. Once Funded, Your Salad Bar is Ordered for Shipment 
6. Your Children Eat More Fruits and Vegetables 
 

Grant Eligibility Applications Are Being Accepted Now!  
All applications must be submitted electronically and must be approved by your 
Food Service Director. The application can be found at 

www.saladbars2schools.org 

 

Once Our Bar is Funded When Will We Receive It? 
There are no fundraising deadlines. Salad bars will arrive within five weeks of be-
ing ordered. We expect to ship salad bars throughout the year. 
No salad bars will ship without being fully funded.  
 

What Salad Bar is Provided? 
A portable 72 inch 5-well insulated salad bar with two tray slides; divider bars; two 
4-inch deep full pans with covers; four 4-inch deep half pans with covers; and 
twelve 4-inch deep quarter pans with covers; five buffet chilling pads; 16 serving 
tongs. Salad Bar implantation resources are available from the resources tab of our 
website. 
 

*If your local health authority's code requires the use of a mechanically cooled salad 
bar, you must notify us at info@saladbars2schools.org upon submission of a completed 
application -- please type MAY NEED ELECTRIC in the subject line and include your 
name, the name of your school or district and contact phone number. 

Grant Guidelines 

http://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/healthierus/index.html
http://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/healthierus/index.html
http://www.saladbars2schools.org/
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