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BUILDING A GRAMMAR-BASED WRITING PROGRAM IN K-2 
Presenter: Heidi Rochin, Consultant 

 
Description of Session: 
 
See how a grammar-based writing program differs markedly from other approaches as students use the grammar 
skills they are learning from other methods to craft their own texts.  Learn how to write grammar-based writing 
prompts that link instruction to independent writing.  Finally, learn the sequence for organizing writing in these 
grades that can lead to editing and revising.  
 
Bio of Presenter: 
 
Heidi Rochin is an ELD training consultant who brings a broad and diverse background in literacy, early childhood 
education, and lesson design to her work with teachers.  Heidi capped a public education teaching career by 
serving as an ELD coach in a large district that made in-class coaching of teachers a high priority.  For the past 
three years, she has served as the lead consultant to several system-wide ELD program transformations in 
California’s central valley, in addition to her work as a “coach’s coach” in several California, Texas, and Arizona 
districts.  Her work in K-12 and alternative education settings provides her a broad spectrum of perspectives in 
working with teachers, administrators and paraprofessionals.  
 
Objectives: 
 
By the end of the session, participants will be able to: 
•  Link grammar skills from methods to language-focused writing 
• Explain the purpose, preparation, and procedures for Four-Picture Story Frame 
• Write a grammar-based writing prompt that links discrete grammar skills instruction to independent writing 
 
Agenda: 
 
I. Welcome and Introduction 

II. The Organization of a 60-Minute Writing Instruction Block 

III. Four-Picture Story Frame 

IV. Linking Discrete Grammar Skills Methods to Language-Focused Writing 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

*Sample Instructional Plan 
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 Method: Four-Picture Story Frame 
Preparation Steps 

 
What is done before the lesson begins? 

 
What are the procedures leading from guided instruction to independent practice? 

 
Four Related/Sequential Pictures 
 
Four Posters with Interrogatives (Who, What, 
When, Where, How, Why) – including space for 
brainstorming and collaborative sentence(s) 
 
Instructional Plan: 

1. Desired Linguistic Outcome  
2. Syntax Pattern 
3. Verb Tense 

 
A Working Grammar Wall!!! 
 
Previously-Taught Charts: 
 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

 
 

 
Step 1: 
 
 
Step 2: 
 
 
Step 3: 
 
 
Step 4: 
 
 
Step 5: 
 
 
Step 6: 
 
 
Step 7: 
 
 
Step 8: 
 
 
Step 9:  
 
 
Step 10: 
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Who (Subject) How What (Infinitive Verb) 

   

   

When Why Where 

   

    

Sentence #1 Syntax Pattern 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Time Period:                  Past      /      Present      /      Future 
 
Verb Tenses:   
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Key Grammatical Features:  _____________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 

     

Language Objective: 
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Who (Subject) How What (Infinitive Verb) 

   

   

When Why Where 

   

    

Sentence #3 Syntax Pattern 

 
 

 
 

 

Who (Subject) How What (Infinitive Verb) 

   

   

When Why Where 

   

    

Sentence #2 Syntax Pattern 
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Paragraph / Edit and Revise 

 
Who (Subject) How What (Infinitive Verb) 

   

   

When Why Where 

   

    

Sentence #4 Syntax Pattern 

 
 

 
 

 

 


