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Use the method 
Four-Picture Story Frames to Practice Reading Comprehension Skills

Presented by: Heidi Koski
hkoski@comcast.net





Teacher Steps to Teaching the Concept to a Comprehension Skill
using Four- Picture Story Frames
1.  Choose a comprehension skill from this week’s anthology story. 
2.  Map out the concept components with a graphic organizer.

3.  If this lesson is used to teach the concept before reading the story, then choose four 
     related pictures that are not part of the story.  
    Hot Tip:  Choose a topic familiar to students or of high interest.
           If this lesson is used to practice the concept after reading the story, choose pictures from   
          the story that represent key elements related to the comprehension skill.

           Teacher discretion:  You may put the pictures on the chart paper ahead of time or wait
          until after you have shown them to the students during the lesson.

        4.  It’s time to put the details to the lesson plan!  Start with the objective.  Include these:
a. one sentence introducing the topic
b. one reference to the comprehension skill
c.  one reference naming the desired parts of speech 
Example:  Today we will write four sentences related to the topic “Drugs can have negative effects on children.”  We will use a main idea and details as our writing structure.  The important parts of speech to use:  adjectives and adverbs.

       5.  Set up page one (story frame one) on chart paper ahead of time.  Include the  
          comprehension title on top, a graphic organizer, key comprehension question and a    
          picture.  

       6.  For the remaining story frames two through four, plan the desired linguistic output
           sentences.  Determine which parts of speech are required to develop an academic 
          sounding sentence.  Include those parts of speech in your objective in step four.

      7.  Under each desired linguistic output sentence, write out the sentence pattern 
           interrogative style and then transfer the interrogative words onto large post-its.
who  +  what  +   where  +  when

      8.  Now that the planning for sentences is complete, it’s time to prepare story frames numbers 
           two-four on chart paper.  Each chart paper will have these critical pieces of information: 
  a.  detailed component specific to the comprehension skill at the top of the paper
  b.  picture
  c.  six interrogative words around picture
PSF  d.  sentence formula on post its
  e.  space for sentence
      9.  Time to execute the lesson with students!  Please note that some comprehension skills 
           will require you to return to chart paper one to answer the proposed comprehension 
          question or to finish filling in the graphic organizer at the end of the lesson.
Notes
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Four- Picture Story Frames and Comprehension Skills
Comprehension Skill:  Sequence
Skill:
Question:
Graphic Organizer:
Information:





Comprehension Skill:  Main Idea and Details
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Comprehension Skill:  Drawing Conclusions
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Comprehension Skill:  Inference
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Comprehension Skill:  Cause and Effect
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The Organizational Structure for a Story Box Number Two, Three, and Four
Heading:
								How


		Who											What


                     When                                                           Why					When    


						                  Formula

	         Sentence written here
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