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Description:  Verb tense mastery is arguably the most important skill to be taught to English learners in accelerated language programs.  The Verb Tense Study method is a powerful tool for assisting English learners in learning about verbs and their functions and how to apply them to school literacy tasks.  This session shows how this method can be used to teach two advanced grammar skills that are critical for doing academic work in English.  Participants should have a good knowledge of the basic method in order to maximally benefit from this session. 

Outcomes:  Participants in this session will: 
1. See how the VTS method can be used to teach students how to use mental verbs;
2. See how the method can teach students a complex verb structure featured in most academic content texts. 


AGENDA


I. Welcome and Purpose  

II. Warning:  We are moving into frightening (but exciting) territory!  

III. Moving the VTS Beyond to jump, to smile and to talk 

A. What is a verb? 






B.  What are mental verbs and why are they an important concept for ELD teaching and academic content use?  






IV. To the Classroom:  Mental Verbs and the New VTS








V. What is nominalization and why is it such an important ELD concept? 

Nominalization is…





Nominalization allows academic writers to…







VI. What is verbing and why is it such an important ELD concept? 

Verbing is…





Verbing allows academic writers to…






VII. To the Classroom:  Introducing…Noun Envy




VIII. Issues, Insights, Things We’ve Learned Working With Teachers 












Verb Tense Study Basics
Does the chart have the following essential components?
	Component
	Yes
	No

	Language Objective
	
	

	Parts of Speech
	
	

	Application/Why
	
	

	Formulas
	
	

	Examples
	
	

	Picture for Brainstorming
	
	

	Brainstorming
	
	

	Collaborative Sentences
	
	

	Is it done on a piece of chart paper large enough for the class to see?
	
	



Putting PUSH!  in the Verb Tense Study 
Below you will find both sides of the VTS working chart:  subjects and verbs.  In columnar format -- and in order of complexity -- are various PUSHES! that should guide the architecture of these elements of the methods.   

	Subjects
	Example

	Singular Common 
	A dog…

	Plural Common 
	Six firefighters…

	Proper, Singular and Plural 
	Governor Jones…

	Compound 
	The teacher and her students…

	Preceded by an adjective 
	The newborn puppies…

	Human subjects + “who …” 
	The man who is standing near the car…

	Inanimate subjects + “that…” 
	The van that tipped over…

	Subjects + “with…”
	The students with their backs to the camera…

	Nominalization
	The extensive analysis…



	Verbs
	Example

	Common physical action 
	to jump, to run, to sit 

	Content-related physical action 
	to dissect, to observe, to fumigate

	Irregular
	to arise, to break, to stand

	Phrasal 
	to act like, to back up, to do over 

	Transitive  
	to wash (the car), to take (a ride) , to study (math)  

	Reflexive  
	To enjoy oneself, to hurt oneself

	Mental action 
	to think, to ponder, to plan 

	State of Being 
	am, is, are, was, were, be, been, being, (ex., to be worried, to be shocked)

	Bloom’s Taxonomy Type 
	to analyze, to hypothesize, to evaluate 

	Verbed Noun
	To sandwich, to friend, to task
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Verb Tense Formula:




1. __________________________________________________________________________________                          __________________________________________________________________________________    __________________________________________________________________________________

2. __________________________________________________________________________________    __________________________________________________________________________________    __________________________________________________________________________________

3. __________________________________________________________________________________    __________________________________________________________________________________    __________________________________________________________________________________


