Overview of Preschool Process 
sCREENING TO ENROLLMENT





CUSD Priority Preschool is a developmental preschool program designed for children with developmental disabilities.  A disability is defined as a developmental delay that is significantly below age-appropriate developmental functioning. 

STEP 1: ENROLLMENT AND REVIEW OF EXISTING DATA

The first step in the Preschool Process is obtaining an enrollment packet from the neighborhood elementary school.  Parents can call or stop in the front office and ask to speak with the Student Services Coordinator or School Counselor.

Once parents complete the enrollment packet, they can return forms to their neighborhood elementary school.  The Special Education case manager will meet with parents to review the paperwork and conduct a Review of Existing Data (ROED) meeting.  At this time, parents will be asked questions pertaining to their child’s overall development.

STEP 2:  SCREENING

The next step is a preschool screening.  Screenings are done monthly at Hancock Elementary (2425 S. Pleasant Drive, Chandler 85286).  Once completed enrollment packet is received from parent at their neighborhood school, it will be forwarded to Hancock Elementary.  The Preschool Screening Team clerk will call parents to schedule the screening appointment.

At the preschool screening, the child will first receive a hearing assessment by the district audiologist.  After completed, a preschool teacher and speech therapist will directly assess the child.  The screening is a basic measurement of the child’s developmental skills and lasts approximately 15-20 minutes.  When finished, parents will be notified whether their child “passed” or “failed” the screening.  If the child “passed,” this indicates the child is functioning at an age-appropriate level compared to their typical peers.  No further evaluation is warranted.  If the child “failed” the screening, parents will be referred for a full developmental (preschool) evaluation. 

STEP 3:  EVALUATION

A district-assigned preschool team will contact parents to schedule the evaluation.  This contact typically occurs within two weeks of the child’s screening date. A developmental (preschool) evaluation is a comprehensive assessment of adaptive, cognitive, communication, motor, and social-emotional functioning.  The evaluation consists of direct assessment of the preschool-aged child, along with parent interviews and questionnaires. At the evaluation, parents will meet with the preschool psychologist, teacher, and speech therapist.  Other specialists are incorporated as needed (e.g., occupational or physical therapist, hearing or vision specialists, etc.).  The evaluation lasts approximately 45-60 minutes.  After the evaluation is completed, parents will have the opportunity to review a formal report documenting their child’s performance.  

STEP 4:  ELIGIBILTY (Multi-disciplinary Educational Team Determination- MET)

To qualify for preschool Special Education services, a child must exhibit a developmental disability.  Categories of preschool eligibility are:

· Preschool Speech Language Impairment- 

· The child demonstrates performance on a norm-referenced language test that measures at least 1.5 standard deviations below the mean for children of the same age or
· The child’s speech, out of context, is unintelligible to a listener who is unfamiliar with the child 
· Preschool Moderate Delay- child demonstrates performance on a norm-referenced test that measures at least 1.5 but not more than 3.0 standard deviations below the mean for children of the same age in two or more areas of development.
· Preschool Severe Delay- The child demonstrates performance on a norm-referenced test that measures more than 3.0 standard deviations below the mean for children of the same age in one or more developmental areas.
· Preschool Vision Impairment- 

· The student has a loss of visual acuity or loss of visual field that, even with correction, adversely affects performance in the educational environment.  The term includes both partial sight and blindness.

· An ophthalmologist or optometrist has verified the visual impairment.

· Preschool Hearing Impairment-
· The student has a loss of hearing acuity that adversely affects performance in the educational environment.

· An audiologist through an audiological evaluation has verified the hearing loss.
· A communication/language proficiency evaluation has been conducted.
STEP 5:  INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM (IEP)

If a child is found eligible to receive Special Education services as a student with a disability, an Individualized Educational Program (IEP) will be created.

An IEP consists of seven forms:

Form 1:  demographic information and participation signature

Form 2:  present levels of academic achievement and functional performance 

Form 3:  consideration of special factors

Form 4:  goals 

Form 5:  assessments

Form 6: service times 

Form 7: placement statement, extended school year, parental consent

Form 1:
Form 1 consists of student and parent demographic information (name, date of birth, address, and phone numbers).  Participant signatures are obtained on the form to document those who were part of the IEP development.

Form 2:
Form 2 outlines the student’s current functioning in academic and functional areas.  At the initial IEP, this often is a reiteration of the child’s evaluation results.

Form 3:
Form 3 examines any special factors related to a child’s education.  Special factors include:

· Statement of communication needs

· Behavior supports, supports, or intervention plans

· Statement of English Learner needs

· Statement of needs for Visual Impaired learners

· Statement of needs for Hearing Impaired learners

Form 4:
Form 4 contains the educational goals written for each eligible developmental area.  Goals are directly derived from Arizona Early Learning Standards.

Form 5:
Form 5 addresses State and District assessments and any needed accommodations.  The form also outlines how a child’s progress is measured and reported.

Form 6:
Form 6 outlines a child’s service times, duration, and location of service delivery.  In addition, program support, extent of removal from general curriculum, and extracurricular activity involvement is discussed.

Form 7:
Form 7 contains the placement statement, discussion of extended school year eligibility, and parental consent for placement.
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