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General Early Childhood 
Education at ADE! 

Early Childhood Special Education is part of the 
Early Childhood Education (ECE) Unit. This publica-
tion is expanding with the intention of providing 
you information on all Early Childhood programs 
and projects administered by the Arizona Depart-
ment of Education. The links provide more info!  
 

First Things First (FTF) Pre-Kindergarten  
Scholarship Program 
The FTF Pre-Kindergarten Scholarship strategy  
allocates funds for the provision of high quality, 
early care and education in a center or classroom 
based setting for children from low income fami-
lies. 

Head Start State Collaboration Office 
The Early Childhood unit administers the Head 
Start State Collaboration grant from the U.S.      
Department of Health and Human Services to    
establish linkages among Head Start, childcare, 
social welfare, health and state funded preschool 
programs as well as K-12 education. 
Professional Development 
As part of a larger effort focused on improving the 
number of quality, inclusive early childhood  
classrooms, the ECE Unit also provides numerous  
low and no-cost professional development  
opportunities through small and large group  
trainings and conference presentations  
throughout the state. Register at:  
http://www.ade.az.gov/onlineregistration/ 
 

Arizona’s Birth-Grade 12  
State Literacy Plan 

Amy Corriveau 
Deputy Associate Superintendent 

Early Childhood Education 
Head Start State Collaboration Director 

 

It is with much excitement that I write to tell you 
that Arizona’s Birth-Grade 12 State Literacy Plan 
has been posted online for public review and   
comment!  You can find the page here: 

Arizona’s Birth—Grade 12 State Literacy Plan 

The creation of this plan has been monumental, 
never before attempted work in Arizona.  We are 
very proud that it represents a true continuum 
from Birth to Grade 12.  A group of early childhood 
professionals participated on this statewide team 
with our K-12 colleagues. We are now asking for 
your expertise and comments about this plan.  

Our hope is to take the feedback and make neces-
sary changes to ensure a tight and highly effective 
Plan.  Feedback from a wide range of stakeholders 
is necessary for this project.  Please share this    
opportunity with others including  parents.  

At the end of each section, you will find an         
embedded survey link. Thank you for taking the 
time to comment on this important work.    

 
Video Resource Explains  
Federal Preschool Data  
Requirement  
Child Outcomes Step By Step is a video resource      

provided by the Early Childhood Outcomes Center.  

We hope you will find this tool helpful to             

explaining the importance of collecting data on 

the development of preschool children to staff, 

parents and stakeholders.  You may also find this 

material helpful as you build your parent informa-

tion materials. Please note the conditions for   

sharing this video on the Early Childhood Out-

comes Center website.   

 

http://www.azed.gov/early-childhood/preschool/preschool-programs/first-things-first/
http://www.azed.gov/early-childhood/head-start/
http://www.ade.az.gov/onlineregistration/
http://www.ade.az.gov/onlineregistration/
http://www.azed.gov/k12-literacy/arizona-state-literacy-plan-home-page/
http://www.fpg.unc.edu/~eco/pages/videos.cfm
http://www.fpg.unc.edu/~eco/pages/videos.cfm
http://www.azed.gov/early-childhood/


Early Intervention: New Part C Regulations 

The long awaited final 2011 Part C regulations became effective on October 28. It 
has been four years since the draft regulations were promulgated and the new 
regulations have many changes. In order to help the early childhood community 
understand the changes in the regulations, the Council for Exceptional Children 
(CEC), the Division of Early Childhood (DEC) and the Infant and Toddler Coordina-
tors Association (ITCA) have created a side by side document comparing the old 
regulations with the new regulations and includes commentary from the U.S. De-
partment of Education.  Many of the changes as anticipated were incorporated 
into the 2010 Early Intervention IGA. 

Partnerships between school districts 
and Head Start programs are vital to 
special needs children accessing gen-
eral education preschool programs, 
having smooth referral processes for 
Head Start Children that are suspected 
of having disabilities and providing a 
range of social services to families that 
may be eligible for Head Start.  Please 
review your Memorandum of Under-
standing (MOU) with Head Start.  Be 
sure that clear written process and pro-
cedures are part of the agreement.   

 

Consider Head Start personnel an im-
portant part of your ECQUIP Team.  We 
further suggest that AzEIP Service      
Coordinators invite Head Start to Early 
Intervention Transition Conferences to 
ensure that if Head Start is or becomes 
an option that Head Start can have 
knowledge of the child well in advance.  
The White House has recently             
announced important steps to improve 
the quality of services and accountabil-
ity at Head Start centers across the 
country.

Head Start Partners 

More on Early Intervention 
Transitions 

 The 2010 IGA is a minimal compliance 
document and does require compli-
ance (it’s not just guidelines).  The  
policy of ADE and AzEIP is for all 
school districts to meet with all service 
coordinators on a regular basis to    
develop and edit as necessary a   
document of written process and   
procedures.  If you fall under a correc-
tive action plan or are chosen from 
year to year for verification process, 
the written process and procedures 
are required.  You will find them most 
valuable when personnel changes    
occur at AzEIP or in your district.  If 

you need a sample please contact 
Kathy Coloma. 

 Are you a family friendly district?  
What is your visitation policy?  Is it in 
an informational document that you 
can have service coordinators share 
with families at the IFSP Transition 
Meeting they hold closest to the 
child’s age of 2? Do families under-
stand they are being shown model 
classrooms? That confidentiality is   
important but should not preclude 
visitation?  If you’d like to see a      
sample visitation policy or want more 
information regarding visitation and 
FERPA please contact Kathy Coloma. 
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The early childhood  unit 

is looking for 

“Lighthouse” Programs 

that demonstrate excel-

lence and innovation in 

early childhood practices.  

We are looking for a bea-

con of light where class-

room teams and evalua-

tion teams  can reach out 

and network with other  

classroom and evalua-

tion teams .  If you have 

such a program, we’d 

love to come and visit 

you and begin a network 

of support. When the 

horizon may seem far 

away, a beacon of light 

may help someone look-

ing for the shoreline!  

Contact  Juliana  

Panqueva to schedule a  

visit for an ADE/ECE 

staff member to put your   

program on our        

Lighthouse Registry!! 

 
Lighthouse 
Programs 

 

 

http://www.cec.sped.org/Content/NavigationMenu/PolicyAdvocacy/IDEAResources/Celebrating_25_Years_of_Early_Childhood_Programs/PartCRegsSideBySideFULL.pdf
http://www.azed.gov/early-childhood/files/2011/11/transition-iga-july-2010-june-2015-final.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2011/11/08/we-cant-wait-president-obama-takes-action-improve-quality-and-promote-ac
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NEW! Hearing Screening Guidance—Revised   

ADE/ECE met with a group of educational audiologists to develop clarification to the 

guidance presented in the August 2011 Update Newsletter. This guidance was not meant 

as a blanket permission to evaluate children without performing vision and hearing 

screenings.  This guidance should be considered on a case-by-case basis with feedback 

from team members, especially the professional guidance of an audiologist and/or vision 

specialist. 
 

OLD:  as stated in the monitoring manual on page D-11 “if the nature of the problem is 

part of the evaluation process and the strategies/instruments used during the evaluation 

take into account the vision or hearing issues, (consult your audiologist or vision special-

ist) then you may proceed with the evaluation”.   
 

REVISED:  The evaluation process and the strategies/instruments used during the evalua-

tion should take into account the vision or hearing issues, (consult your audiologist or 

vision specialist to determine IF you may proceed with an evaluation).  You MUST con-

tinue to follow up and resolve the hearing/vision issue in order to rule out a vision or 

hearing impairment.  Please find effective ways to track children’s progress toward reso-

lution of hearing/vision issues.  We find many examples where there was no follow up in 

assessing the child’s vision and hearing. 

Resources and Reminders  
If a child does not pass a 
screening ,  other methods of 
evaluation may be required 
including  the use of Auditory 
Brainstem Response (ABR)  or 
Otoacoustic Emissions (OAE).  

T:3 Training 
(Train the Trainer) 

T:3 Trainings were created to          
increase the number of      
individuals qualified to con-
duct vision and hearing  
screenings of  children ages 
birth to 5.  Expanded        
trainings  include hands on 
learning using OAE Equip-
ment for  children birth-5 to 
increase early identification 
and earlier intervention.   
Contact Melissa Selbst at 
melissa@earfoundation.com 
to schedule or sign up for a      

training.  

*Reminders* 
 

Early Childhood Quality 
Improvement Process 

(ECQUIP) 

ECQUIP teams should be up and 
running at this point in the 
year.  Do you have regular 
meetings scheduled?  Are your 
key stakeholders such as Head 
Start, Community Education/
Childcare, kindergarten teach-
ers, first through third grade 
teachers (as you grow) part of 
your team? Have you used the 
ECQUIP Manual as part of your 
overall assessment? Are goals 
and a plan written for the year? 

*Great Resources* 

The EAR Foundation of  
Arizona   
Part of the Arizona Early 
Hearing Detection and Inter-
vention (EDHI) program, the 
EAR Foundation provides 
audiology consulting and  
program development to 
many agencies and organiza-
tion along with loaner and 
permanent hearing aids to 
children, perform clinical and 
basic science research, and 
provide education and sup-
port for individuals with hear-
ing loss and balance disor-
ders. 

Parents may apply for an 
evaluation voucher at 
www.earfoundationaz.com . 

mailto:melissa@earfoundation.com
http://www.azed.gov/early-childhood/files/2011/11/ecquip-binder-9.11.pdf
http://www.earfoundationaz.com


 

 Early Childhood Education Contact 

Information 
 

Amy Corriveau, Deputy Associate Superintendent & 

Head Start State Collaboration Director   

602-364-1530 

Amy.Corriveau@azed.gov 
 

Alma Quintana, Project Specialist 

602-364-1910 

Alma.Quintana@azed.gov 
 

Beth Haas, Program Specialist 

602-542-3136 

Beth.Haas@azed.gov  

 

Brenda Mann, Program Specialist 

602-542-3421 

Brenda.Mann@azed.gov  

 
For questions on assessment and 
Teaching Strategies GOLD, contact:  
Holly Ford, Program Specialist 

602-542-2790 

Holly.Ford@azed.gov  
 

Juliana Panqueva, Administrative Assistant 

602-364.1530 

Juliana.Panqueva@azed.gov 

 
For assistance with AzEIP Alerts and 
Early Intervention Transitions, contact:  
Kathy Coloma, ECSE Program Specialist 

602-542-8732 

Kathy.Coloma@azed.gov 

Val Andrews-James, Director  

Early Childhood Special Education/619 

602-364-1530 

Val.Andrewsjames@azed.gov  

 

Mari Whelan, Program Specialist 

602-364-1966 

Mariko.Whelan@azed.gov 

 

Pat Immele, Financial Program Specialist 

602-542-8812 

Pat.Immele@azed.gov  

 

Susan Lewis, Program Specialist 

602-542-3160 

Susan.Lewis@azed.gov  

 

Terry Doolan, Professional Development 

602-542-1137 

Terry.Doolan@azed.gov 

 

Tina Sykes, Program Specialist 

602-542-3183 

Tina.Sykes@azed.gov  
 

Willette Watts, Program Specialist 

602-542-3143 

Willette.Watts@azed.gov  

 

 

 

HELP (Help for Early Learning Professionals) Manual Revision Team 

Update: An initial meeting was held November 30th.  Watch for up-

dates as this workgroup progresses! 
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