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Dear County and District Superintendents, Charter School Administrators, Elementary, Middle
and High School Principals:

We recognize the important role you and your schools have in ensuring that each student is
prepared to participate as active and responsible citizens. To support you in this role the
Arizona Department of Education in collaboration with education stakeholders has created the
Excellence in Civic Engagement Program. This program is a school recognition and support
program founded on the Guardian of Democracy: The Civic Mission of Schools report that
provides research-based evidence of the decline in civic learning in American schools and
presents six proven practices that should be at the center of every school's approach to civic
learning.

In 2009, Justice Sandra Day O’Connor founded iCivics, a web-based program that provides free
interactive educational video games and vibrant teaching materials, to prepare our students to
become knowledgeable and engaged 21% century citizens.

The comprehensive civics curriculum of iCivics supports schools interested in participating in
the Excellence in Civic Engagement Program and its alighnment to Arizona’s Common Core
Standards helps ensure that our students are prepared for college, career and civic life. As
Justice O’Connor has said, “In order to preserve our system of government we have to start
with the education of our young people. Knowledge about our government is not handed
down through the gene pool. Every generation has to learn it.”

Together, we are committed to passing along our legacy of democracy to the next generation.
We invite you and your schools to participate in Arizona’s Excellence in Civic Engagement
Program and implement iCivics in your classrooms.

For further information, please visit http://www.azed.gov/civicengagement/ and
http://www.icivics.org/.

Sincerely,
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SANDRA DAY O’CONNOR JOHN HUPPENTHAL

Justice Sandra Day O’Connor State Superintendent of Public Instruction
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