Lesson Plan 4: School Governance - School Board

RPOS CTE Education Professions (EP) Lesson Plan
Lesson Plan Title:  School Governance - School Board
Timeframe:  1 - 50 minute class period
CTE EP Technical Standard:  
4.0 - Understand the roles of the governing board and the administration in relation to schools.

4.1 - Explain the role of the governing board in establishing policies and objectives for the school district. 

Arizona Workplace Employability Skills Standard: 
3.0  Expert Thinking:  Integrates a mastery of technical knowledge and skills with thinking strategies to create, to innovate, and to devise solutions.
-Uses multiple thinking strategies, such as critical thinking, divergent thinking, problem solving, and decision making, to determine a course of action.
Resources Used (Books, Websites, Etc.): 
Book:  
Websites:   ADE website, information on State Board of Education    
Arizona State School Board Association webinar             
Arizona State School Board Association district policy manual
National Assoc. of School Boards of Education                
	Objectives

1.  The student will identify the responsibilities of the district school board.
2.  The student will be able to identify requirements for becoming a school board member. 
	
	
	Essential Question
What policies are set by the district school board? What are the requirements for serving on the governing board?



Vocabulary Words and Definitions
School Board:  A board of education, or governing board which is an elected council to help determine educational policy for a school district.
School Policy:  A set of educational guidelines for determining actions by school personnel.
Introductory Activity and Instructional Activity 1, 2, 3, etc.
	Activity

Introductory Lesson 

Time
(1) - 50 minute class period

	Materials
Attachment #: 
1 - Quiz
Resources:  
ADE website, information on State Board of Education .
Arizona State School Board Association webinar            .
Arizona State School Board Association district policy manual
Supplies:  pencils / pens / paper , computer with internet , projector, post-it notes


	Preparation
	Teacher Actions and Instructions

Read the website information thoroughly, and view the webinar from the Arizona State School Board Association Webinar.  The webinar can be stopped at different points to summarize the information.   
Copy all attachments.

	Introduction
	This lesson will provide information on the various policies that are made by the board of education for the district schools.  The lesson also identifies the requirements for serving on the board of education. 


	Step 1
	The introductory set will be to make a T-chart on the front board.  At the top of the left side write the word FACTS, and on the right side write the word POLICIES.
On "post-it notes" students are to write down any known facts about a school board or board policies.  Paste the post-it notes on the front T-Chart.  This chart will be used at the conclusion of the lesson.


	Step 2
	Discuss the Arizona School Board Association and watch the webinar on Arizona State School Board Association Webinar  The webinar can be stopped at different points to summarize the information.   



	Step 3
	Discuss how people become members of a school board, (as well as requirements, terms, number of members, etc.).  
. 

	Step 4
	Using your district website, discuss the policies of your school district and information about the school board members. 


	Step #5

Check for Understanding
	Refer to the T-Chart on the front board.  Check each of the student post-it notes to see if they are true.  Have each student write an additional note for new information learned during the lesson for both sides of the T-Chart.  Discuss the answers.



	Assessment / Culminating Activity / Finished Product

   Students may take a multiple choice test at the end of the Governance Unit.  The following questions can be included on the test at the end of the unit on Governance (along with the questions from the other Governance lessons: Private & Public schools, Administrators, Federal & State.)  
This may be used as a quiz for this lesson. (Attachment #1). Answers are in BOLD letters.
1.  A school board member MUST be a:

A. teacher      B.  resident of the district     C.  college graduate     D. parent of student in the district

2.  Part of the duties of the school board is to employ & evaluate the:

A. superintendent     B. teachers    C. school staff       D. students        

3.  The school board policies are primarily based on:
A. each members' priorities      B. the school budget    C. parent concerns     D. state & federal rules
4. A school board is also known as the: 
A. State Administrators
B. School Superintendent
C. Governing Board
D. District Staff
5.  Which of the following is an example of a School Board policy?

A. fixing the school drinking fountain

B. scheduling a bus for the state basketball tournament

C. writing guidelines for sexual harassment reporting

D. registering a new student to the district.


	

	Extended Learning Activities
Students could attend a local board meeting and report their findings to the class.
If possible, invite one of the school board members to talk to the class about current concerns of the board of education, and why they became interested in serving.    Each student should ask one question that relates to the "Essential Question".
Show the DVD recording of a board meeting, if available. If one is not available from the district, show or assign students to watch a board meeting from another school (research television stations for broadcasting information of these meetings.
Students could explore the subject of school boards by presenting more in depth information from the National Assoc. of School Boards of Education



	Accommodations

Identify teaching strategies or materials to address the needs of special education or ELL students.  Examples for these lessons may include:  allow extra time to complete assignments, group students according to specific needs of individual students, allow extra lab time, modify length of the assessments




