Lesson Plan 3: School Governance - Private & Charter Schools
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RPOS CTE Education Professions (EP) Lesson Plan
Lesson Plan Title:  School Governance – Private & Charter Schools
Timeframe:  1 - 50 minute class period
CTE EP Technical Standard:  

3.0 - Understand the history and structure of education in the United States.

3.4 - Differentiate between private and public educational approaches, including those of charter & alternative schools. 

Arizona Workplace Employability Skills Standard: 
Expert Thinking:  Integrates a mastery of technical knowledge and skills with thinking strategies to create, to innovate, and to devise solutions

     - Uses multiple thinking strategies, such as critical thinking, divergent thinking, problem solving, and
       decision making, to determine a course of action
Resources Used (Books, Websites, Etc.):   

Websites:  
AZ Dept. of Education information on Private Schools


AZ State Board for Charter Schools  

Charter School Basics
Taxpayer assistance to private schools.

AZ Charter School.  
	Objectives

1.  The student will identify differences in the governance of public, private and charter schools.
	
	
	Essential Question

How are private and charter schools in Arizona governed, compared to the public schools?



Vocabulary Words and Definitions
Charter Schools:  Publicly funded elementary or secondary schools that have been freed from some of the rules and regulations that apply to other public schools, in exchange for some type of accountability for producing certain results, which are set forth in each charter school's charter.  They do utilize a governing board.  
Private Schools:  Schools that are not administered by local, state or federal governments and that are funded in whole or part by student tuition rather than through public funding.  These schools are also called "independent schools" because they are independent in finances and governance.  They do utilize a board of directors that is elected by independent means rather than the voting public.

School Choice: A movement allowing families to decide the school their children will attend without boundary restrictions. 

	Activity

Time

(1) - 50 minute class period(s)


	Materials
Attachments:

1 – Note-sheet

2 – Check for Understanding

3 - Quiz

Resources: 

AZ Dept. of Education information on Private Schools
Taxpayer assistance to private schools
AZ State Board for Charter Schools  

Charter School Basics 

Supplies:   pencils / pens / paper ,computer with internet, projector, document camera

	Preparation
	Teacher Actions and Instructions

This lesson will provide information on how alternative schools are governed in the state of Arizona. The focus will be on comparing private and charter schools to the system of governance for public schools.  

Post 3 words around the room:  AGREE, DISAGREE, and MAYBE for the activity in the introductory set.  

Make copies of all attachments for this lesson

	Introduction
	Read a variety of statements about schools & have the students stand near the word that describes their viewpoint (Agree, Disagree, or Maybe).  Statements could be true, false, or open to interpretation. Have students volunteer to discuss their opinions after each statement. Answers will vary.

Examples of statements might include:

1. Neighborhood schools offer better education than private schools. 

2. Private school students should not have to take mandated AIMS tests.  

3. Charter schools are for students that have behavior & academic problems in public schools. 

4. Public schools are not safe.  

5. Private schools offer more college prep classes than public schools. 

6. Private schools are religious in nature.

	Step 1
	Discuss the vocabulary words and their definitions.

	Step 2
	Discuss the information given from the AZ Dept. of Education information on Private Schools
Have students take notes (Attachment 1) during the lesson comparing private, charter and public schools. Key points about private schools would include that they are: 

1) free to operate without state or local supervision

2) required to meet guidelines for special education services

3) required to meet guidelines for health & safety requirements

It should also be noted from the ADE website that the AIMS test is not required for private or home schooled students, but they may take the assessment.

	Step 3
	A current issue in Arizona is the concept of taxpayer assistance to private schools. View Taxpayer assistance to private schools (6 minute PBS video) to discuss the tax credit question in regards to private school. Have students take notes (Attachment 1) during the lesson. Key points from this video include:  

1) Taxpayers can donate up to $500 to be used for private schools, and then receive the amount back as a tax credit.  

2) Parochial schools have religious affiliation.

3) Supporters argue that this tax credit is similar to the church donations that are tax deductible.

4) The federal government supports the position of allowing tax credit to private schools. 

	Step 4
	Use the AZ State Board for Charter Schools website to discuss the state agency that directs and monitors charter schools, the AZ State Board for Charter Schools.  Their mission statement is to improve public education in Arizona by sponsoring charter schools that provide quality educational choices.  Have students explain what this means. 

	Step 5
	Use the "Parent Resources" link on this website to discuss common FAQ's that are answered concerning Charter School Basics.  Learn how a charter school is governed, enrollment policies, and organizational structure. Have students take notes (Attachment 1) during the lesson. 

Key points about charter schools would include that they: 
1) are public, state-funded schools (money based on enrollment & attendance)

2) cannot charge tuition

3) provide an academic choice for a learning environment

4) each have their own mission , vision and philosophy

5) must meet AZ state standards

6) must have a governing board

7) can be non-profit or for-profit

8) must enroll all eligible students in a fair manner

9) make their own policies and procedures for the operation of the school

10) must participate in the AIMS test

	Step 6
	Discuss a website from an Arizona Charter School.  One example would be to view the 2 minute video from The Valley Academy, an AZ Charter School.  Have students discuss the question, "How does the identified charter school differ from a public school". Have students take notes (Attachment 1) during the lesson.

	Step 7
	Using attachment 1, have students Pair/Share the answers to a variety of questions that might include:  

"Who governs private schools?"

"Who governs charter schools?"

"Are taxpayer funds used for private and charter schools?"  

Move about the room to help guide the discussions. 
Monitoring of the pair/share activity in Step 8 as part of the check for understanding

	Step 8
Check for Understanding
	Using attachment 2, students will write and turn in Outcome Statements on public, private and charter schools. The attachment includes the following student prompts:
1. I now understand.....

2. I would like to know more about....

3. I need more help with....

4. I could teach someone else about....


	Assessment / Culminating Activity / Finished Product

Students may take a multiple choice test at the end of the Governance Unit.  The following questions can be included on the test at the end of the unit on Governance (along with the questions from the other Governance lessons: Administrators, School Boards, Federal & State.)  

This may be used as a quiz for this lesson. (Attachment 3)

Answers are in bold.  

1.  Private schools receive all or part of their funding through:

A. federal grants             B.  property tax              C.  state taxes           D. student tuition
2.  Schools that receive public funds, but are released from some rules and regulations are:

A. charter schools        B. independent schools     C. public schools     D. private schools

3.  Public, private and charter schools are all required to meet certain guidelines regarding:
A. school lunches         B. transportation          C. special education services         D. highly qualified teachers

4. Proponents of school choice believe that:

A. families should be offered a variety of school types & curriculums.

B. charter schools are not as safe as public schools.

C. taxpayers should support only public schools

D. neighborhood schools offer the best education.

5. Students in charter schools are required to:

A. attend school less hours than public school.

B. take state AIMS assessments.

C. register for college prep classes. 

D. take religious classes.


	Extended Learning Activities

Students could choose private and/or charter schools in the area to research and present information to the class.

Students could interview a student, teacher, or administrator from a private and/or charter school to present a personal report about the strengths and weaknesses of the educational experience.


	Accommodations

Identify teaching strategies or materials to address the needs of special education or ELL students.  Examples for these lessons may include:  allow extra time to complete assignments, group students according to specific needs of individual students, allow extra lab time, and possibly modify length of the assessments.


