Lesson Plan 3: School Finance -The school funding debate 
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RPOS CTE Education Professions (EP) Lesson Plan
Lesson Plan Title: School Finance: The school funding debate
Timeframe:  1 - 50 minute period
CTE EP Technical Standard: 2.0 - Recognize the financial policies and procedures of a school district.
Arizona Workplace Employability Skills Standard: 
Complex Communication: Employs complex communication skills in a manner that adds to organizational productivity. 
-Exchanges knowledge and processes among team members, colleagues, and clients. 
Expert Thinking: Integrates a mastery of technical knowledge and skills with thinking strategies to create, to innovate, and to devise solutions. 
-Makes a well-reasoned case supported by evidence and mastery knowledge to explain conclusions. 
Resources Used (Books, Websites, Etc.): 
Book: Some information was cited from the textbook Financing Education in a Climate of Change by Brimley, Verstegen and Garfield. 

Websites: School Funding Fairness Website
                  A Tale of Two Schools
                   School Funding Cases in Arizona
                  AZ Central News Article  


	Objectives

1. Students will be able to explain the difference between equity and equality in terms of school funding. 
2. Students will be able to explain the role of the courts in the school funding debate. 

3. Students will be able to summarize at least two current concerns of schools in Arizona in terms of funding. 
	
	
	Essential Question
Are schools in the United States and Arizona funded equitably and/or adequately? 



Vocabulary Words and Definitions
Equality: treating everyone the same
Equity: treating everyone fairly
Litigation: to contest or engage in legal proceedings
Tax rate: rate used to calculate tax liability
School Bond: a bond issued by a city or school district to fund school construction.
Capital Override: when voters approve additional funding for their district through local tax increases, not to   

                              exceed 15% of the M & O budget. 
	Activity

Lesson after Introductory Framework 

Time
(1) - 50 minute class period

	Materials
Attachment:  1: The school funding debate - PowerPoint
                       2: The school funding debate - Assessment Rubric

Resources: School Funding Fairness Website
                     A Tale of Two Schools
                     School Funding Cases in Arizona
                     AZ Central News Article
Supplies: 4 signs, computer with ppt & internet, projector, paper, marker board, markers

	Preparation
	Teacher Actions and Instructions

1. Ahead of time, have 4 signs posted around the room, “Strongly Agree, Agree, Disagree, and Strongly Disagree.”
2. Make copies of the School Funding Cases in Arizona and AZ Central News Article for students to have. 

3. Print out the PowerPoint (ppt) with the notes pages to use as a guide when reviewing the ppt with students in class. 
 

	Introduction
	As an anticipatory set, put up slide 2 of the ppt. Post 4 signs around the room; strongly agree, agree, disagree, and strongly disagree. Ask students the following questions and have them move to wear they think they stand on the issue. 1) School funding in the United States is fair. 2) School funding in Arizona is fair. Ask students to take note of where classmates are on this issue and tell them they will do this exercise again at the end of the lesson and see if anyone changes their stance. 


	Step 1
	Slide 3: See if students can guess how many districts and public schools there are in US. For fun, ask students if they know how many school districts are in Arizona and perhaps give a prize to the closest correct answer. (165 districts)

	Step 2
	Slide 4: Think/Pair/Share. Ask students to think how they would define the terms equity and equality. Then compare thoughts with a neighbor. Finally, share as a class. Then give them the definition in the lesson. 

	Step 3
	Slide 5: Watch the 4 minute YouTube video “A Tale of Two Schools” and briefly discuss/react. 

	Step 4 
	Slide 6: Briefly discuss the role of the courts in the school funding debate and review some of the prominent Arizona court cases. Survey students to see if they have ever heard of any of the court cases. 

	Step 5
	Slide 7: Pass out copies of the AZ Central News Article. 
Option 1: Assign students to read this article for homework and summarize 5-10 key points. Option 2: Read as a class and briefly discuss. 
Option 3: Break article into smaller parts and assign sections to small groups of students. Have students summarize their section on the board and sharing with whole class. 

	Step 6
Check for Understanding
	Slide 8:  Refer back to the 4 posted signs around the room; strongly agree, agree, disagree, strongly disagree. Ask students again the following questions and have them move to where they think they stand on the issue. Discuss if anyone has changed their view and why. 
1) School funding in the United States is fair. 
2) School funding in Arizona is fair.


	Assessment / Culminating Activity / Finished Product
Students can be assessed two ways:
Slide 9: Think/Pair/Share: Ask students the 3 objectives and have them think of an answer, trade ideas with a neighbor and then ask a few students to share with the whole class. Clarify as needed. Answers will vary, but sample answers included in notes section.

Have students write an editorial on the question of equity in school funding. Have them back their opinions with supporting evidence. (Attachment 2 – Rubric)


	Extended Learning Activities

Take actual or virtual field trips to schools that are considered “wealthier” and some that are considered “poorer.” Observe the schools, talk to teachers, administrators, and students. Compare and contrast them on issues such as “building and facility conditions, technology, variety of programs, teacher compensation, bonds/overrides, etc.” 


	Accommodations

Identify teaching strategies or materials to address the needs of special education or ELL students.  Examples for these lessons may include:  allow extra time to complete assignments, group students according to specific needs of individual students, allow extra lab time, and/or modify length of the assessments.


