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RPOS CTE Education Professions (EP) Lesson Plan
Lesson Plan Title: School Finance: A Framework
Timeframe:  2 - 50 minute lessons
CTE EP Technical Standard: 
1.3 - Compare/contrast the financial advantages/disadvantages of public, charter and private educational institutions. 
2.0 - Recognize the financial policies and procedures of a school district.
Arizona Workplace Employability Skills Standard: 
Complex Communication: Employs complex communication skills in a manner that adds to organizational productivity. 
     - Exchanges knowledge and processes among team members, colleagues, and clients. 
Resources Used (Books, Websites, Etc.):  http://www.azed.gov/finance/frequently-asked-questions/
	Objectives

1. Students will be able to say where most school funding comes from. 
2. Students will be able to say what drives state aid funding.

3. Students will be able to say where Arizona ranks nationally in per student funding. 

4. Students will be able to summarize the process of how a district creates a budget. 

5. Students will be able to state why the equalization formula exists. 

6. Students will be able to list the 4 components of the equalization formula. 

7. Students will be able to explain why some students are weighted more in terms of the funding formula. 

8. Students will be able to compare/contrast district vs. charter school financing. 

9. Students will be able to say what percentage of the state general budget

 K-12 education accounts for. 


	
	
	Essential Question
What is the basic process for funding public schools in Arizona?



Vocabulary Words and Definitions
State Aid:  Money that schools receive from the state’s general funds
Average Daily Membership:  The Total enrollment of students, of each school day, though the first one hundred days.

Average Daily Attendance:  The actual average daily attendance through the first one hundred days
Introductory Activity and Instructional Activity 1, 2, 3, etc.
	Activity

Time
Two - 50 minute class periods

	Materials
Attachments: 
1 - A Framework PowerPoint
2 - Timeline for a district’s budget process
3 -  Resource Handout for students

4 - 2011-12 State Funding District Formula District vs. Charter

5 -  Assessment Answer Key
Resources: http://www.azed.gov/finance/frequently-asked-questions/ 
Supplies: mini student white boards, markers, paper, pencils, PowerPoint projector, envelopes or paperclips.

	Preparation
	Teacher Actions and Instructions

1. Ahead of time make copies of attachment #2 and cut the sentences into strips. Scramble them and either paperclip them or place each set in an envelope. Students will unscramble the sentences to put in order either individually or in pairs.
2.  Print out a copy of the PowerPoint (ppt) with the notes page to use a reference when going through the ppt with the students. 
3. Have mini student white boards (or paper and pencil) ready for each student. Questions are posed to students throughout the ppt to encourage active engagement in the material. Students should take a guess and write their answers on the mini boards and hold up for teacher to see. Then compare their guesses to the correct answers as you go along. Teacher may consider having treats/rewards for correct answers. 

4. Facilitate brief class discussions as you see fit on the various topics. 

5. Attachment #3 is a resource to hand out to students at the very end of the lesson. 
6. Attachment #4 is a resource in case students want more detailed information about charter vs. district funding.

7. Slide 44 is the assessment. The slide lists the key concepts from the lesson. Toss a ball to a student and have them state a fact to explain what they learned about that concept. Clarify as necessary. That student passes the ball to another student who then summarizes another concept. Continue until all the concepts are summarized and understood. Attachment #5 is the answer key. 
 

	Introduction
	If you wish to activate background knowledge as an anticipatory set, ask students to come to the board and write down a word or phrase they think of when they think about school finance and funding. 

	Step 1
	Go through the ppt with the students. Students can use the mini white boards to guess answers to the various questions, or orally give answers. 


	Step 2
	Slide 13 has an activity: Make copies of the sentence strips (see attachment #2), scramble and place in an envelope or paperclip together. Give each student or pair of students the strips and have them attempt to put the budget process in the proper order. Answers on next slide. Have students compare answers to make sure they have the correct order. 
Slide 19 has a discussion question. 

	Step 3
	Slide 24 has an activity:  In order to help students remember this concept, have students draw something that is soft (pillow, cloud, cotton candy, etc.) and then draw pictures of soft capital items (books, instructional materials, software, etc.). Share with class/neighbor.

	Step 4
Checks for Understanding
	Slide 25 – 43: Continue through the slides – there are questions and answers designed to keep the students engaged in the topic. The notes section of the slides contains more information for the teacher to share with students and notes of direction for the teacher. Distribute the “Resource Handout” at the end of the lesson.(Attachment #3) (Attachment #4)


	Assessment / Culminating Activity / Finished Product

Slide 44 lists the key concepts covered. Toss a ball to a student and have student summarize or state a fact about one of the concepts listed. Clarify as necessary. That student then passes the ball to the next student who summarizes or states a fact about another concept. Continue until all the concepts have been reviewed and understood. See answer key in attachment #5.


	Extended Learning Activities

Find out who serves on your district’s budget committee and interview them about the process. Find out more details of your district’s actual budget.


	Accommodations

Identify teaching strategies or materials to address the needs of special education or ELL students.  Examples for these lessons may include:  allow extra time to complete assignments, group students according to specific needs of individual students, allow extra lab time, and/or modify length of the assessments.


