Lesson Plan 4: Public School Finance Video 
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RPOS CTE Education Professions (EP) Lesson Plan
Lesson Plan Title: Public School Finance Video
Timeframe:  (2) - 50 minute lessons
CTE EP Technical Standard: 
2.0 - Recognize the financial policies and procedures of a school district.
Arizona Workplace Employability Skills Standard: 
Collaboration: Collaborates, in person, and virtually, to complete tasks aimed at organizational goals.       

     -Optimizes technology to collaborate with others. 
     -Exchanges essential information among collaborators. 
     -Exercises shared leadership. 
Resources Used (Books, Websites, Etc.): 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wsu2L5jfIFA&feature=related
http://www.arizonaeducationnetwork.com/2010/08/public-school-finance-equalization-funding-your-questions-answered/
	Objectives

Students will create video using visuals to explain Arizona School Finance in plain English.
	Essential Question

How are public schools in Arizona Financed?


Vocabulary Words and Definitions
Property Taxes: A tax assessed on real estate by the local government. The tax is usually based on the value of the property (including the land) you own. 
Equalization assistance: the amount of money that the state and county provide to school districts over and above the Qualifying Tax Levy to ensure that the revenues available for district budgets are shared equitably. 
Capital Funds: expenditures for furniture, fixtures and other items that are expected to last for more than one operating year.

Soft Capital Funds: expenditures for textbooks, software and other instructional materials used directly by students in the classroom.
Weighted Student Count: a multiplier that is applied to an ADM number to allow for variable educational costs based on certain classifications of students. 
Override: when voters approve additional funding for their district through local tax increases.
	Activity

Activity after Framework Lesson 

Time
(2) - 50 minute class period(s)

	Materials
Attachments:

1: Public School Finance Video Assignment
2: Public School Finance Video Rubric
Resources: 
Arizona Education Network Q&A on Public School Finance
California School Finance in plain English
Supplies: paper, scissors, markers, pencils, video cameras (flip cameras, cell phones), computer with internet, projector, copier, 

	Preparation
	Teacher Actions and Instructions

This lesson should be done only after the class has completed the lesson on “School Finance: a Framework” so that they have a basic understanding already of how schools are financed. This activity will serve as a good review and as a way to solidify the information into long term memory in a fun way. If there is time and the teacher is able, it would probably be a good idea to invite your school’s CFO or finance person to be a guest speaker to talk to the students about how schools are financed before students complete this activity. Teacher should have paper, scissors and marker supplies, etc. ready for students to use. Schedule ahead of time to borrow Flip cameras or survey students to see who has video making capabilities on cell phones they are willing to use. Or check with your school’s video production/multimedia class to see if you can borrow some video cameras for this project. Give students the directions handout for the assignment. (Attachment 1and 2)

	Introduction
	Watch the YouTube video “California School Finance in plain English.” Explain to students that although some details pertain to California, not Arizona, the general finance principles still apply, so this video will serve as a review of many of the concepts previously covered. More importantly, this video is a model of what students will be creating themselves. Students can work individually, in pairs, or in small groups. 

	Step 1
	Pass out copies of the Arizona Education Network Q&A on Public School Finance and Equalization. Students should read and have an understanding of questions 1-7, 12, and 14. (Questions 8-11, 13 on the Qualifying Tax Rate are too detailed for this level) They will use this Q&A as a resource for creating their video. 

	Step 2
	Students will use paper, scissors, markers, or other supplies to create the visuals needed to make a video to explain school finance similar to the model YouTube video. 

	Step 3
	Write the text for the video. The video should be creative, informative and easy to follow and understand. Students should use the Q&A handout, but strive to put the information in their own words.

	Step 4 
	Record the video and upload it to class website/blog, YouTube, or send to teacher. 


	Assessment / Culminating Activity / Finished Product

The completed video is the finished student project. 
View some or all of the videos as a class and grade according to rubric. Teacher may decide to vote for best video and reward the student(s).

(Attachment 1)  (Attachment 2)


	Extended Learning Activities

Students could interview or spend some time with their state representatives who serve on the education and budget committees to learn more about the process of school funding and state budgets. 


	Accommodations

Identify teaching strategies or materials to address the needs of special education or ELL students.  Examples for these lessons may include:  allow extra time to complete assignments, group students according to specific needs of individual students, allow extra lab time, modify length of the assessments.


