Lesson Plan - Helping Students with Reading:  Decoding, Comprehension, and Retention

RPOS CTE Education Professions (EP) Supplemental Curriculum

Lesson Plan Title:   Helping Students with Reading: Decoding, Comprehension, and Retention

Timeframe:  2 – 50 minute lessons
CTE EP Technical Standard: 
7.0 – Comprehend the issues related to exceptional learners
7.5 – Apply the knowledge of accommodations and modifications for an exceptional learner in adapting activities for individual student’s goal
11.2 – Identify teaching methods that accommodate various learning styles 

13.0 – Apply technology for instruction and management

Arizona Employability Standard
2.0 – Collaboration: Collaborates, in person and virtually, to complete tasks aimed at organizational goals.
 - Exchanges essential information among collaborators.

3.0 – Expert Thinking: Integrates a mastery of technical knowledge and skills with thinking strategies to create, to innovate, and to devise solutions.
 - Makes a well-reasoned case supported by evidence and mastery knowledge to explain conclusions.

Resources Used (Books, Websites, Etc.):  PBS:  Misunderstood Minds, district reading specialist
	Objectives

1. Students will identify difficulties of decoding, comprehension, and retention.
2. Students will describe the “signs” of reading problems.
3. Students will describe strategies that can be used in the classroom to help children with specific reading problems: decoding, comprehension, or retention. 
	
	
	Essential Question

1.  What prevents some students from becoming   
effective comprehensive readers?

3.  What can the teacher do to help students with reading problems?



	
	
	
	


Vocabulary Words and Definitions

Vocabulary Word: 
Arduous – difficult

Decipher – decode information

Introductory Activity and Instructional Activity 1, 2, 3, etc.
	Activity

 “Introductory” 
Time

2 - 50 minute class periods

	Materials

Attachments:
1 - Rubric
Resources:     PBS:  Misunderstood Minds. 
Optional: District Reading Specialist may be invited to the classroom to discuss their personal experiences in working with students with reading problems such as decoding, comprehension and retention. They may want to discuss success rates of specific strategies mentioned in the reading.
Supplies: computer


	Preparation
	Teacher Actions and Instructions

In this lesson, students will gain some basic information on reading problems, specifically, decoding, comprehension and retention.  
By logging onto http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/misunderstoodminds.com, students can not only read about these problems, but they can experience simulated examples of decoding and retention difficulties.  
If possible, arrange for the reading specialist to visit the classroom to discuss their experiences in the classroom working with students who have problems with decoding, comprehension and retention.

	Introduction
	This lesson is designed for students to gain a better understanding of the reading difficulties that some students go through and how we may help them to become more coherent, comprehensive readers.  
Anticipatory Set:  Begin by reading a short passage from a favorite author aloud to the class.  Ask what the reading meant to each of them. This demonstrates how we all comprehend and interpret things differently.  


	Step 1
	Prepare the students for what they are going to do at the computer; the opportunity to experience some decoding and retention reading difficulties. This illustrates that interpretation as well as decoding and retention can be challenging to student of all ages and abilities.

Read the information provided on the “Basics of Reading” at http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/misunderstoodminds/readingbasics.html 
Have students take notes from the article concerning the following objective:

-Difficulties of decoding, comprehension, and retention.


	Step 2
	Experience the retention and decoding self-tests suggested in the reading by logging onto http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/misunderstoodminds/readingbasics.html 

Try it yourself.
 Experience a decoding difficulty. (self test)   Decoding Self-Test

Try it yourself.
 Experience a retention difficulty. (self test)  Retention Self-Test


	Step 3
	Have students go to the “Difficulties” tab and read the “Signs of Decoding”, ”Signs of Comprehension”, and “Signs of Retention” describing the difficulties. Highlight signs of each.

	Step 4
	Record the signs of decoding, comprehension, and retention difficulties and list the 4 things that a teacher needs to do if they suspect reading problems with any of their students.
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/misunderstoodminds/readingdiffs.html
Have students take notes from the article concerning the following objective:

-Become familiar with signs of reading problems.


	Step 5
	On the website, go to the tab of “Responses”.  http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/misunderstoodminds/readingstrats.html
Have the students read the article and take notes on effective strategies that can be used to help children become better readers.

Individually, students should briefly describe, in writing, the strategies that can be used to help overcome reading problems and specific strategies for decoding, comprehension, and retention difficulties.  Students may want to fold their paper into three sections (foldable) with headings at the top: Strategies for Decoding, Comprehension, and Retention, with bulleted list below each category.

	Step 6
	Invite a reading specialist into the classroom.  The specialist can share their personal experiences working with reading disorders and they can also comment on student ideas.  Students may want to have their “foldable” out and add to the information provided by the speaker.  The teacher may want to send a copy of student questions prior to the specialist coming into the classroom.  .

	Step 7
Check for Understanding
	The foldable listing the strategies for decoding, comprehension, and retention should be shared and reviewed by the class.

List of strategies would include:   
· Decoding – Build awareness of word sounds, play listening games, reinforce sight words, play missing sound games with younger children, read aloud together, emphasize word families, teach rules (two vowels together in a word, the first vowel often says its name and the second one is silent).
· Comprehension – Act out words, select topics that build on prior knowledge, have students make predictions, ask students to develop questions that correspond to the  reading, find out what students know prior to the reading, teacher reads the first part of the story, use pictures and diagrams to explain concepts, preview vocabulary, use graphic organizers.
· Retention – teach how to highlight or underline, use pictures in your mind to help you remember, incorporate story boards or timelines, etc., use mnemonics, recap important aspects using sticky notes, summarize often.



	Assessment / Culminating Activity / Finished Product

The student will write a journal entry or short essay on some of the difficulties involved with students becoming effective comprehensive readers.  What strategies would be most effective in helping students become better readers?  (Attachment 1)


	Extended Learning Activities

Further investigation on the website if time permits would be beneficial to students.  There are videos, activities, and additions sources that could be explored and investigated.  


	Accommodations

  Appropriate accommodations as necessary to meet the needs of your students.



