Lesson Plan - Collaborating with Parents, Teachers, and Students when working with Attention Disorders

RPOS CTE Education Professions (EP) Supplemental Curriculum

Lesson Plan Title:   Collaborating Parents, Teachers, and Students when working with Attention Disorders
Timeframe:   2 - 50 minute lessons
CTE EP Technical Standard:  
7.0 - Comprehend the issues related to exceptional learners

7.1 - Explain the criteria and definitions related to exceptional learners, including children with disabilities and children who are gifted

7.2 - Comprehend the use of developmentally appropriate instructional interventions for cognitive, motor, self-help, social, and language activities

Arizona Employability Standard: 
1.0 - Complex Communication:  Employs complex communication skills in a manner that adds to organizational productivity.

-Demonstrated mastery of traditional communication skills in reading, writing, speaking, and listening within organizational contexts.

-Exchanges knowledge and processes among team members, colleagues, and clients.

2.0 - Collaboration:  Collaborates, in person and virtually, to complete tasks aimed at organizational goals.

-Exchanges essential information among collaborators.

3. 0 - Expert Thinking:  Integrates a mastery of technical knowledge and skills with thinking strategies to create innovate, and to devise solutions.

-Exhibits expertise by asking relevant questions and listening actively.

-Makes a well-reasoned case supported by evidence and mastery knowledge to explain conclusions.

Resources Used (Books, Websites, Etc.):   http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/misunderstoodminds 
	Objectives

1. Students will weigh the advantages of meeting with parents, students, and teachers when working with student’s attention disorders.

2. Students will evaluate specific strategies they would use to work with attention disorders.

3. Students will find appropriate resources to research specific disabilities. 
	
	
	Essential Question

1. What is the benefit of communicating with parents, teachers and students about a student’s attention disorder?

2.  How can teachers reduce children’s frustration and anxiety about their attention disorders?

3. What are some ways of accommodating students with attention disorders?




Vocabulary Words and Definitions

Vocabulary Word:

Demystification – remove the mystery

Stigma – a mark of disgrace or discredit

Empathy – understanding or experiencing the feeling of others

Paraphrasing – restating what someone else says

Introductory Activity and Instructional Activity 1, 2, 3, etc.
	Activity

 “Introductory” 
Time

2 – 50 minute lessons


	Materials

Attachments:  1 – Reflection Rubric
Resources: 
http://pbs.org/wgbh/misunderstoodminds; 
http://www.rubrics4teachers.com;  
http://www.myteacherpages.com
Supplies:  Copies of “Attention Responses” for each student, computer, highlighters

	Preparation
	Teacher Actions and Instructions

Prepare a hard copy of the “Attention: Responses” for each student to “actively” read.  http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/misunderstoodminds/attentionstrats.html  (Active reading is when the student is reading and highlighting important information).  

	Introduction
	Ask these questions:  Have you ever witnessed an attention disorder?  Have you ever seen a student who has difficulty focusing on the lesson to the point where the teacher has had to address the situation and made some accommodations for the student?  Students may recall situations in their classrooms where students are disruptive or unable to focus on the learning. 

	Step 1
	Students will actively read page 1 and 2, “Attention: Responses”, and highlight important points of meeting with parents, students and teachers to begin working with attention disorders.

	Step 2
	In small groups of three or four, students will discuss their findings on the importance of collaboration of parents, students, and teachers of a student with attention disorder.
Allow some time for students to share any personal stories having to do with teachers working with learning disabled students. Students could discuss examples of what they have seen in the classroom and how the situation was handled.

	Step 3
	Students continue active reading pages 2 -9.  Each student will be assigned an attention disorder to research.   Research should include related discipline issues associated with the disorder and where to find help for students affected by the disorder and effective ways to deal with the disorder. There is an extensive list of resources at the end of the Misunderstood Minds website.  
Each student will create a foldable to record the information given by classmates.  Web site:  http://www.myteacherpages.com.  The future teacher cadets can use this as a handy reference later.  The foldable would include the disorder, characteristics of the disorder, strategies to try and where help can be found. Students will share their assigned disorder orally with the class.  The foldable can also by accomplished with construction paper and markers/crayons.

	Check for Understanding
	The student’s oral presentation/foldable in Step 3 will determine the student’s grasp the subject. http://www.rubrics4teachers.com.  Here is a link to a specific oral presentation rubric: http://www.rubrics4teachers.com/rubric_oral_presentation.php



	Assessment / Culminating Activity / Finished Product
The student will analyze what they have read about strategies for helping students with attention disorders and determine which ones they would incorporate into their classroom and explain the reasoning behind their decision.  From the suggestions provided and research presentations by the class, find 3 things that you would likely use to aide in the learning process.  The student will discuss why the strategies they chose would be especially effective in dealing with attention disorders.  Identify one strategy they would probably not use and explain why.  This can be written into a one or two page reflective essay.  This assignment can be evaluated with the attached rubric. (Attachment 1)


	Extended Learning Activities

Use a memory strategy game with the students.  There are several memory strategies found at:  http://www.howtolearn.com. 
*Invite a special education teacher to speak to the class about accommodations in IEPs for students with attention disorders and the discipline problems associated with attention disorders.

*Observe a special education class where learning disabilities are evident.



	Accommodations

Appropriate accommodations as necessary to meet the needs of your students.




