Arizona Middle and High School Redesign Structure and Program 

Descriptions

Academic/Career Integration:  a curriculum that integrates and connects the exploration of career options, with basic academic and life skills. 

Advisories:  organized groups of one adult and a dozen or so kids that meet regularly and serve as the students' first line of affiliation in the school to ensure that each student is known well at school by at least one adult who is that youngster's advocate (advisor); guarantee that every student belongs to a peer group; help every student find ways of being successful within the academic and social options the school provides and promote communication and coordination between home and school. 

Alternative School Programs:  specialized educational environments that place a great deal of emphasis on small classrooms, high teacher-to-student ratios, individualized instruction, noncompetitive performance assessments, and less structured classrooms. The purpose of these schools is to provide academic instruction to students expelled or suspended for disruptive behavior or weapons possession, or who are unable to succeed in the mainstream school environment.

AP open enrollment: students who are curious and committed are provided the opportunity to enroll in advanced placement courses. 

AVID (Advancement Via Individual Determination):  a college-readiness system designed to increase the number of students who enroll in four-year colleges. Although AVID serves all students, it focuses on the least served students in the academic middle.

Career Academies: smaller learning communities organized around a career theme, usually existing within larger high schools.  They have three main structural features including, small learning communities, employer partnerships, and combined academic and vocational curricula. 
Distance Learning: a field of education that focuses on the pedagogy, technology, and instructional systems design that aim to deliver education to students who are not physically "on site".
Dual enrollment: Students enrolled in high school may be dual enrolled at a local institution of higher learning, such as a community college or university.   These students may take classes at either institution for credit toward their high school diploma as well as for college credit.

Freshman Academies: structured environments designed to support students and their parents in making a successful transition from 8th grade to high school.
IB (International Baccalaureate®): offers high quality programmes of international education to a worldwide community of schools.

Interdisciplinary Curriculum: curriculum in which a method or set of methods are used to teach units/topics across different disciplines.  
Internships: offer students opportunities to gain valuable knowledge and skills that will not only increase their chances of getting hired after graduation but will greatly add to the knowledge they possess about themselves in relation to the current job market as well as gaining marketable skills that are of importance to employers.
Portfolio Assessments: provides a body of student work–essentially, a portfolio–that can be used to appraise student performance over time.

Professional Learning Communities: a professional community of learners, in which the teachers in a school and its administrators continuously seek and share learning and then act on what they learn. The goal of their actions is to enhance their effectiveness as professionals so that students benefit.

Project-Based Learning: the use of classroom projects, intended to bring about deep learning, where students use technology and inquiry to engage with issues and questions that are relevant to their lives. These classroom projects are used to assess student's subject matter competence compared to traditional testing. 

RTI (Response to Intervention): a method of academic intervention used to provide early, effective assistance to children who are having difficulty learning. 
Service Learning:  method of teaching, learning and reflecting that combines academic classroom curriculum with meaningful service throughout the community. 

Small Learning Communities: subdividing large school populations into smaller, autonomous groups of students and teachers to create a more personalized learning environment to better meet the needs of students. Each community will often share the same teachers and student members from grade to grade.

Summer Bridge Programs: extended learning programs designed to improve the academic skills of students and/or in the transition from middle school to high school.

Technology-Based Learning: provides structure to coordinate various technology-based research and development projects through the use of computers and other communication technologies.
Whole School Literacy Initiative: a planned, systematic approach to the teaching and learning of literacy in order to improve learning outcomes.

Work-Based Learning: providing opportunities for students to learn a variety of skills through rigorous academic preparation with hands-on career development experiences.  Students learn to work in teams, solve problems, and meet employers’ expectations.
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