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State of Arizona

Department of Education

Tom Horne 

Superintendent of

Public Instruction

March 18, 2004

Dear Superintendent/Administrator:

Re: NCLB 04-12 Update

This letter contains some reminders of important deadlines concerning NCLB programs as the end of this school year approaches.

Final NCLB LEA Consolidated Plans

The date for submission of the Final NCLB LEA Consolidated Plan is March 31st.  All plans that have been submitted previously are currently under review by the education program specialist assigned to your LEA.  It is our expectation that all submitted plans will undergo an initial review by the end of June.  Direct contact regarding the status of your plan will be made by your assigned specialist.  If additions or modifications to your plan are required, your specialist will determine a due date for resubmitting your plan.  LEAs that do not submit plans by the March 31st deadline or fail to respond to requests for changes and do not resubmit plans in a timely manner will be subject to having NCLB funding interrupted.  Additionally, allocation notices for FY2005 will be withheld until the plan has been approved.  

FY2004 Funding Cycle – Carryover Funds

Under the Tydings provisions many federal program funds received during a particular fiscal year remain available for a total of 27 months; so funds that are unexpended in one year can be “carried over” into the next fiscal year.  However, Title I regulations limit carryover to 15% of the previous year’s allocation.  Notices have gone out to LEAs that currently show large amounts of unexpended funds from FY2003 that must be obligated or returned to the ADE.  The ADE has the authority to reallocate any unused funds.  

FY2005 Funding Cycle

The ADE has received preliminary notification of its FY2005 NCLB Title I allocations from the US Department of Education (ED).  The projected date for receipt of the final numbers is early May.  Preliminary estimates indicate an increase in overall Title I-A funding, but the increases are not evenly distributed among the four parts of the Title I formula.  LEAs should plan for 95-100% of their current year’s allocation in preparing budget projections for the upcoming year.  Please remember that allocations to geographic districts posted on the ED web site do not reflect required state set-asides and the allocation process that must be implemented to accommodate Arizona’s charter schools.  

Clarification of Competitive Grants Policy

The ADE has reviewed its policy regarding eligibility for federal competitive grants.  Instituted in June 2002, the policy directs that the fund alert posted for competitive federal grants include the requirement for the applicant LEA to be in compliance with all federal and state requirements.  Grant 

awards cannot be given to those LEAs that are out of compliance.  Further clarification on implementation procedures by the ADE and notices to affected LEAs will be disseminated to all LEAs via the Grants System and associated program offices.  

New Guidance from ED

Title I 


ED Guidance Documents released in January/February/March



Public School Choice - http://www.ed.gov/policy/elsec/guid/schoolchoiceguid.doc 

LEA and School Improvement 

http://www.ed.gov/policy/elsec/guid/schoolimprovementguid.doc 

Title I Paraprofessionals - http://www.ed.gov/policy/elsec/guid/paraguidance.pdf 

Title I Preschool - http://www.ed.gov/policy/elsec/guid/preschoolguidance.pdf 

Title II – Highly Qualified Professionals


  
ED Guidance Documents released in January/February/March

Improving Teacher Quality - http://www.ed.gov/programs/teacherqual/guidance.doc 

Flexible Policies Help Teachers Become Highly Qualified 


 http://www.ed.gov/nclb/methods/teachers/hqtflexibility.html 




Fact sheet: http://www.ed.gov/nclb/methods/teachers/hqtflexibility.pdf 

Calendar of Events

Review the attached calendar for events and important deadlines from the programs in Academic Achievement Division.  This calendar will be available on line and updated frequently.    

As you return from spring break and begin the last quarter of the year, I hope your students and staff will be ready to demonstrate that this has been a productive year and that NCLB programs have assisted in the effort to improve student achievement for all.   

Sincerely,

Nancy Konitzer

Deputy Associate Superintendent 

Title I and NCLB Consolidated Activities 

Attachment

CC: NCLB Coordinator

NCLB Calendar – March 2004

Consolidated Program Activities


Fiscal – review expenditures, add in carryover and submit amendments – AMENDMENTS DUE April 2, 2004 for projects ending June 30, 2004. 



Plan ahead for end of year budget expenditures to ensure Title I carryover is under 15%


NCLB Final LEA Consolidated Plan –DUE March 31st 


SAIS – support program information updates continuously

English Acquisition  


State Board Rules on ELLs approved by AZ Attorney General, become effective 60 days after filing with AZ Secretary of State  http://www.ade.az.gov/stateboard/downloads/R-7-2-306.pdf 

Immigrant and Refugee Programs 


Applications due

Competitive Grants


Math and Science Partnerships (MSP) and Comprehensive School Reform (CSR) reviewed


CSR awards submitted for approval at February 23rd state Board meeting; 

MSP to be submitted April 26th.  

Innovative Programs

Arts Education – Superintendent’s Art Initiative – CSR/Arts Coordination –



Comprehensive School Reform project schools can apply to expand their program to include the arts – application due April 13, 2004. 

Gifted – Reallocations sent in February – amendments due April 2nd .  

Homeless – Training for homeless liaisons at March 31st Brown Bag @ Washington Elementary;  call Patricia Moreno at 602-542-4963 for more information. 
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