The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act requires
that to the maximum extent appropriate, children

with disabilities, including children in public or private
institutions or other care facilities, are educated with
children who are not disabled, and special classes,
separate schooling, or other removal of children with
disabilities from the regular educational environment
occurs only when the nature or severity of the disability
of a child is such that education in regular classes with
the use of supplementary aids and services cannot be
achieved satisfactorily. 20 U.S.C §1412

Arizona Early Childhood
Inclusion Coalition

VISION

Arizona is committed to including all children
and their families in early learning environments
by providing family-centered supports and
services that are high quality, comprehensive,
and collaborative.

Arizona’s Early Childhood Inclusion Coalition
is a cross agency initiative to promote inclusive
options for young children with disabilities
representing Child Care Administration, Office
of Head Start, Department of Economic
Security/Arizona Early Intervention Program,
Parent/Family Organizations, Department of
Education/Early Childhood with support from
Frank Porter Graham Child Development
Institute-University of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill, Mountain Plains Regional Resource Center
and the National Early Childhood Technical
Assistance Center with the goal to improve
the number of preschool students who receive
services in inclusive environments.
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. Benefits for the Community

Communities become more
accepting and supportive of all
people.

Communities which are diverse lead
to more creativity, possibilities and
opportunities.

Communities which are inclusive help
adults with disabilities to be better
prepared for the responsibilities and
opportunities of life.

Considering Individual
Needs

Inclusion is not simply the

presence of children with special
needs in preschool programs, but
supports accommodations and/or
modifications to ensure full and active
participation with typically developing
children.

Some children may require more
intensive intervention with staff

that are specialized in meeting their
needs. It is important to consider the
individual needs of each child with a
continuum of services.



