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Arizona eLearning Task Force 
 

Minutes of the Meeting 
Wednesday, October 27, 2010 

10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Arizona Department of Education 

Conference Room 417 
 

Members Present: 
Kim Flack    Mark Nichols   Tom Fetsco – New Member 
Ted Kraver    Matt Morales   Cathy Poplin, Chair 
 
Members Not Present: 
Joseph O’Reilly 
Jennifer DeKorte – New Member  
 
Handouts: 

• Agenda for October 27, 2010 
• Meeting Minutes from April 28, 2010 
• Meeting Minutes from August 30, 2010 
• Mission US Educator of the Year application – Kim Flack 
• GAZEL How to Apply for Federal E-Rate Funding workshops – Ted Kraver 
• The Partnership for the Assessment of Reading for College and Careers (PARCC) 

flowchart – Roberta Alley 
• The Grand Challenge: Transforming Arizona’s K12 Education by Adopting an eLearning 

Systems Design – Ted Kraver 
• Legislative Plan and Specification: Arizona eLearning Task Force Statewide Level 

 
Welcome and Introduction – The meeting is recorded and is available for full review. 
Cathy Poplin called the meeting to order at 10:10 a.m. Cathy welcomed those in attendance and 
informed the ELTF Doug Levin, Executive Director of the State Educational Technology 
Directors Association (SETDA) will be joining the meeting via video conference.  
 
Introduction of New Member 
Cathy introduced Tom Fetsco, new member to the ELTF.  Tom gave the group some of his 
career background. Tom Fetsco, will be fulfilling the psychometrics ELTF position. Tom is with 
Northern Arizona University (NAU) Dept. of Educational Psychology. Focus areas are learning 
and instruction, has done work with program evaluations. For most of his career Tom was 
stationed at the main campus, but for the last two years has been re-assigned to the Coolidge, 
CAC campus where he has been doing a lot of online instruction. 
 
Cathy informed the ELTF another person has been assigned to the task force, Jennifer DeKorte. 
Jennifer will be representing the teacher teaching at a charter school ELTF position. Jennifer was 
unable to attend today’s meeting due to AIMS testing. 
 
Each ELFT member gave a brief introduction and update:  

• Ruth Catalano, ADE Consultant, introduced herself, no further updates to report. 
• Kim Flack, with Arizona PBS Eight, introduced herself and provided an update. PBS 

Eight received an outreach grant with the New York PBS affiliate channel 13, with the 
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online game MissionUS. It is a free non-broadcast research based tied to U.S. History 
standards for middle school students. It can be teacher instructed or supplementary. It can 
also be downloaded if the school does not have the bandwidth for students to play online. 
Each of the 13 grantee states is running their own Mission US educator of the year 
contest. Kim provided each member a copy of the Mission US flyer. The educator of the 
year contest deadline is December 31, 2010. Kim will send Cathy an electronic version of 
the flyer to share with others. 

• Brett Hinton, ADE Director of Educational Technology, informed the ELTF the Ed 
Technology unit awarded a grant in August to Pima County ESA for $550,000 to help 
create a Technology Standards implementation guide by grade level, online course for 
teachers and a technology integration matrix. The implementation guide will give 
teachers at each grade level an example about different subjects they could teach that 
particular standard in. The online a course designed to support the implementation of the 
Technology Standards across the curriculum. Teachers who successfully complete the 
course will receive a $200 stipend, 30 hours of professional development time and a set 
of noise-canceling headphones. The first round will begin in January.  The Arizona 
Technology Integration Matrix will allow teachers to look at their classrooms and be able 
to see some indicators on how well they are integrating technology. Video examples will 
be available to show different grade levels on what really good utilization of technology 
will look like in the classroom. Cathy and Brett will keep the ELTF informed as the 
programs progress. 

• Galen Updike, Telecommunication Development Manager with GITA, introduced 
himself, no updates to report. 

• Mark Nichols, ASU/Applied Learning Technology Institute (alt^I)/IDEAL stated that  
alt^I will be involved in some international projects combining a number of different 
open source content management systems with Europe and Asia. This work will come 
back to improve the learning platform we have in IDEAL. 

• Matt Morales, Director of Communications with GITA, introduced himself, no further 
updates. 

• Ted Kraver, with eSATS, introduced himself and provided an update.  
o The new eLearning System for Arizona Teachers & Students (www.esats.org) 

website is up and running. The website is a single page with 6 – 8 hot buttons. 
o Race-To-The-Top grant review – Arizona did not receive a RTTT grant,  
o GAZEL (Greater Arizona eLearning Association) will be offering a three-part E-

Rate Education series to assist school districts/schools in preparing applications 
for federal E-Rate funding. The workshop will feature Chris Igel, Managing 
Director of Educational Technology Associates, LLC. The series started on 
October 25th with a luncheon, the next two full-day workshops will be November 
12, 2010 & January 25, 2011. For more information and registration please visit 
www.gazel.org.  

o Three years ago the federal government did a study on the US plunging economy 
called Rising Above the Gathering Storm: Energizing and Employing America for 
a Brighter Economic Future. The federal government just released an Addendum 
to that report.  

o The Governor has transformed the Department of Commerce, now known as the 
Arizona Commerce Authority. The board consists of  36 members, currently 
working on the following areas: 
 Aerospace & Defense 
 Science & Technology for small company resources 
 Small business & Entrepreneurship  

http://www.esats.org/�
http://www.gazel.org/�
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o Ted, Richard Highsel from New York and Rich Bradford from Tempe will be 
presenting with iNACOL at ASU on Tuesday, November 2nd. The topic will be 
Online Learning in K-12 Education will it increase the graduation of students to 
be college and workforce ready. 

 
Cathy stated the approval of meeting minutes will be moved down on the agenda as to not keep 
Doug Levin waiting. 
 
Federal eLearning and Legislative Update – Doug Levin, Executive Director of SETDA 
Doug Levin joined via Skype and is the Executive Director of SETDA, State Educational 
Technology Directors Association). Currently, Cathy Poplin is the  Board Chair.  SETDA serves, 
supports and represents the states in their educational technology interests.  SETDA is based in 
the Washington, D.C. area. The three sets of programs currently funded by the federal 
government, programs that are eLearning friendly and the re-authorization of ESEA. 
 
Programs currently funded with changes 

• E-Rate: program cap adjusted for inflation, in the near term this change may not be 
noticed but will be noticed over time. 

• Enhancing Education Through Technology (EETT): the signature K-12 educational 
technology program is currently funded by Congress at $100 million and looks to be 
funded at that amount nationally going forward. There is much to be determined.  

• RTTT: Awards have been made; there is a question about going forward. This is a high 
priority for the federal administration. At the moment Congress is trying to juggle a 
number of other factors including as a Pell Grant shortfall related to changes in how they 
support students’ access to post-secondary education. It’s putting a lot of pressure on the 
education budgets.  

 
One of the most significant pieces of funding that was just released the Race to the Top 
Assessment Program. Arizona is the governing partner of the PARCC consortium. There is a 
tremendous intersection with eLearning and educational technology in this assessment work. By 
the year 2014-2015 these assessment are designed to be totally online with paper as the 
accommodation.  
 
The federal administration is encouraging the use of open educational resources. This is an 
attempt to encourage programs to produce curriculum, content, and resources in a digital format. 
With the intent to make those more widely available through special copyright licensing that 
would allow for free reuse, sharing & remixing.  
 
The administration has a sweeping re-authorization of ESEA in what they are calling their “blue 
print.”  It has a different vision for the role of technology and innovation. Historically this has 
been funded and supported through some direct investment in state and local capacities, in 
professional development and infrastructure. The administration is looking for a more integrated 
approach with a strategic vision technology can help with every aspect of the education system. 
The details on how to make this transition happen have not been forthcoming.  
 
At the same time the administration has put out a number of very supportive and interesting 
documents for the renewed vision for technology in education. One document came out of the 
FCC’s National Broadband Plan, which included a chapter on education as a driving force for 
that investment in broadband and infrastructure. It has some very interesting ideas and support to 
ensure that:   
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1. Broadband is available everywhere 
2. Students & teachers have the skills they need to make good choices with the use of the 

digital media and access to the Internet.  
3. Specific ideas as well to drive not to just supply the broadband but also the demand. They 

are interested in experiments with eTextbooks, mobile devices and other content 
development that would draw people to the Internet. 

 
The other document is the National Education Technology Plan. This document is produced by 
the U.S. DOE and is the 4th National Education Technology Plan ever prepared by the U.S. DOE. 
It is the statement of policy by the U.S. DOE about Educational Technology. The document has 
been in draft form for several months and is currently in the final review process with the 
department and maybe released in final form as soon as November 9th.   
 
The U.S. DOE has recently launched an effort to build and support online communities of 
practice, primarily to advance their ideas about technology and innovation in education. SETDA 
is pleased to be a part of that effort. The goal is to demonstrate how the use of these social tools 
can help everyone in education connect, learn from each other and be less isolated in our work.  
 
Another effort of interest is an initiative called the Digital Learning Council. This group was 
convened by two former Governors, Jed Bush from Florida and Bob Wise from West Virginia. 
This is an effort to offer state policy recommendations around “Digital Learning” or ”eLearning” 
for the states that will be experiencing new leadership after the November elections. This will 
provide a roadmap and ideas on how to further encourage intelligent use of technology in 
education. The first report produced by this group is expected to be released by December 1st.  
 
The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation have started to invest in education technology again. 
They have launched a Next Generation Learning Challenges. The focus is to help get kids into 
college, through college and then graduated. College refers to any post-secondary education, 2 yr 
community college, or a four year degree. The first wave of funding has been released and was 
focused on the post-secondary side of that equation.  This spring there will be investments being 
made on the K-12 level. For this initial wave SEAs are allowable applicants as well are LEAs, 
private and non-profit sector as well. The hope is the resources developed would be open 
resources by definition of the funding and would be available and of use to those on the 
secondary level as well.  
 
Finally, Doug mentioned a few things SETDA is working on.  

• Digital Content: There have been a lot of changes, opportunities, creativity, and thinking 
about textbooks, traditional instructional materials and what the future of those resources 
will look like. There are significant changes under way in states like California, Texas 
and Florida.  West Virginia announced this week, for a Social Studies adoption, they 
were unable to find any fiscal textbooks that met their Standards. Therefore, they will be 
devoting $36 million dollars of their textbook resources over two years to technology 
investments to get digital content. West Virginia is not an exception to a trend currently 
seen across the country. The trend is sparked by people’s imagination for devises like the 
iPad and the wealth of digital content being developed.  

• Assessment- PARCC: SETDA is devoting much time to this effort due to the assessments 
must be completed and ready by 2014-2015 for online use.  
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Q&A for Doug Levin 
• Ted Kraver – The National Technology Plan should focus less on “technology” and more 

on the learning area of technology. Ted offered the eSATS model with the work from the 
ELTF for guidance.  

• Kim Flack – Would like more information on the Digital Learning Council as well as the 
Bill & Melinda Gates foundation investments. 

o Doug replied he would provide Cathy with links to learn more about those efforts. 
Doug stated there is public information on both of the efforts. 

o Cathy replied SETDA has provided information on the Next Generation 
application process.  

o Doug responded by stating the recommendations from the Digital Learning 
Council will be more grounded in explicit policies and programs on the table and 
targeted to state level actions. 

• Ted Kraver – Transforming the teaching profession from a legacy teacher to an 
eLearning teacher is a challenge. Arizona has a lot of technology work-forces and would 
like to see the teaching/education profession become a technology profession like many 
of the other professions. 

o Doug stated one of the challenges has to do with the levers that will have to 
change in order to make that happen. The big question is one of strategy - what is 
the best way to bring this about quickly? Doug asked Ted if he has 
recommendations on how to address this, please send them to him. 

 
With no further questions, Cathy thanked Doug for his time and for attending today’s meeting.  
Cathy informed the ELTF Rich Crandall is on the Digital Learning Council, representing 
Arizona. 
 
State Legislative Update  
Art Harding, ADE Legislative Liaison reported. The November elections are the biggest topic at 
the moment. Nothing currently happening but the elections, big changes are expected. Some 
changes Arizona can expect to see: 

• Many House of Representative members moving to the Senate 
• New Senate President 
• New House of Representative members 
• New Superintendent of Public Instruction 
• New Governor 
• Prop 302 has the potential to affect education in general. This would sweep the First-

Things-first funding into the state’s general fund. Around $120 million dollars a year. 
• Budget: Arizona is currently in a $1.7 billion dollar structural deficit. Currently being 

covered by borrowing funds from some federal funds. Will be difficult for new funds.  
Art will keep the ELTF informed. 
 
Arizona Online Schools Accountability Plan  
Vince Yanez, Executive Director for the State Board of Education (SBE) reported that even 
though Arizona did not receive RTTT funding, the plan Arizona submitted is still in place. The 
Governor’s P20 Council is looking at the various elements of the plan to see what realistically 
can be done. Issues of how to get quality instruction into the remote areas of the state will be 
addressed.  
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With respects to AOI (Arizona Online Instruction), 30 new AOI schools were awarded this year, 
between the SBE and the Charter Board. The Charter Board did not receive as many applications 
as received on the district side. The evaluation piece is still to be determined. Vince quoted two 
pieces of the law that deal strictly with the evaluation process and will be working with the 
Charter Board executive director, Deanna Rowe and ADE Research and Evaluation director, Dr. 
Robert Franciosi on what the schools will be evaluated. AOI schools probably will not be 
evaluated this year. Another round will begin December or January 2011.  
 
Cathy stated the next agenda item will be moved down to allow Roberta Alley to report on the 
PARCC Assessment grant. 
 
PARCC Assessment Grant 
Roberta Alley, Deputy Associate Superintendent of Standards Development and Assessment, 
reported that on September 2, 2010, the U.S. DOE awarded RTTT assessment funds to the 
Partnership for the Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) for the 
development of a K-12 assessment system aligned to the Common Core State Standards in 
English language arts and mathematics.  The common core will help states dramatically increase 
the number of students who graduate high school ready for college and careers. PARCC will 
receive $170 million to develop a common assessment system. Arizona is one of the 12 
governing states that will lead the 26-state Partnership in assessment development, with Florida 
acting as the fiscal agent.  
 
By 2014, this assessment must be given to all the schools, grades 3-8 and high school. The 
consortium is looking to give four assessments during the year.  The first one will be given after 
25% of instruction. This will be constructive responses, and students will complete 1 or 2 tasks 
involving reading texts, drawing conclusions, and presenting analysis in writing. At the same 
time there will be a math assessment. Students will need to use the online tools and will need to 
have experience with those tools before it is assessed.  
 
The scoring for the English language arts writing assessment will be a mixture of both artificial 
intelligence, to receive results faster, and some human scoring.  No one will score their own 
students. A scoring rubric will be in place to ensure the results. This will be completed after 25% 
and 50% of instruction. When it reaches 75% of instruction, the English language arts 
assessment will be a multi-day assessment. A set of materials will be available online and they 
will have to evaluate which of the materials gives them the best answers using multiple sources. 
The students may choose which sources they decide to site in their written responses. 
 
Roberta stated the items need to be field tested before they are placed in an assessment. Schools 
may be asked to participate in a pilot project next year. Grades 6-12 are expected to do artificial 
intelligence scoring and the writing would be on a “technology” device. Grades 3-5 will still be 
paper & pencil.  The consortium does not want keyboarding to become a factor in the writing. 
The overall push for an online assessment is to get the assessment results back to the schools 
faster.  
 
The ELTF asked for continued updates on PARCC and Roberta stated she would keep the ELTF 
informed. 
 
Approval of Minutes from April 2010 & August 2010 
Cathy asked the ELTF to review the minutes from the April and August meetings for approval 
and asked for a motion to approve the minutes. Ted Kraver made a motion to accept the April 
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and August meeting minutes, Kim Flack seconded, with no opposition. Tom Fetsco abstained 
from voting on the meeting minutes because he was not present for the meetings. Cathy will 
have the minutes posted to the ELTF website. 
 
Update on Broadband in Arizona  
Galen Updike, Telecommunication Development manager with GITA provided the update.  
A conversation about goals, plans and challenges 

• Policy Barriers for Broadband 
o Until now, lack of leadership 
o Broadband is not treated as critical infrastructure in law or policy 
o Citizens pay for the same right-of-way 
o Government policy and provider marketing strategies favor separate networks for 

government and the private sector 
o Lack of Middle Mile 
o No mechanism or policy is yet in play in most states for substantial urban subsidy 

of rural Broadband infrastructure.  
• Grants Awarded 

o GITA - $6,358,179 for Broadband Data & Development  
o AZ Office of Economic Recovery - $1,646,936 for public computer centers 
o AZ State Library, Archives & Public Record - $1,278,528 for public computer 

centers  
o Communication Service for the Deaf, Inc. - $14,988,657 for sustainable adoption 
o GovNET, LLC - $39,274,877 for infrastructure 
o Mission Economic Development Agency - $3,724,128 for public computer 

centers 
o Navajo Tribal Utility Authority - $32,190,067 for infrastructure 
o University Corporation for Advanced Internet Development - $62,540,162 for 

infrastructure 
• State Broadband Plan/AZ Broadband Council 

o AZ Broadband Planning & capacity building: First planning grant to 3 years for 
$500,000. Second grant supplemental to 2-5 years for $1.875 million 

• Outcomes of Capacity Building 
o More broadband availability in deficit areas of the state 
o Policy improvement with broadband considered as critical infrastructure in law 
o Creation and maintenance of state plan 
o Alignment with National plan 
o Nexus for discussion and level playing field for all stakeholders 

 
Galen shared with the ELTF a current Arizona TELCO Middle Mile map and the GovNET and 
SACCNet basic coverage areas map. Galen will continue to provide updates to the ELTF.  
 
Update on IDEAL (The recording is in-audible during this section) 
Mark Nichols reported that IDEAL is looking into digital content. IDEAL is actively seeking 
partnerships with vendors, such as SAS Curriculum Pathways to obtain as much content as 
possible. IDEAL is working with districts that create and develop their own digital content and 
will include their content in IDEAL.  Many districts have content libraries and once the national 
content library has been created there will an increase in the exchange of digital content. IDEAL 
will be meeting tomorrow to discuss the more in-depth data as requested from ADE. 
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Update on eSATS  
Ted Kraver reported to the ELTF the Grand Challenge: Transforming Arizona’s K12 Education 
by Adopting an eLearning Systems Design. Ted continued by sharing a PowerPoint presentation 
to the ELTF. Ted provided each member a copy of the presentation. 

• Discussion Topics 
o Arizona’s Education “Problem” 
o eSATS: a Transformative, Systemic Solution 
o Implementation: a 10 year rollout of excellence 
o Benefits: a “Virtuous Cycle” of (better) Education-Workforce-Economy 

• Arizona’s Education “Problem” 
o We’re failing to prepare AZ’s students for a 21st Century “globalized,” 

knowledge-based economy – thus creating a “vicious cycle” of… 
 Limited skilled workers 
 Limited high-value employers (why come to AZ?) 
 Limited revenues in State coffers 

o Under-achieved (…and Over-bored?) 
 38th nationally (lowest quartile ranking) – in NAEP test scores, graduation 

rates and young adult education. 
 44th in family/parental 

o Legacy Education’s poor legacy (national stats) 
o Insufficient physical infrastructure and intellectual infrastructure 
o Funding Squeeze 

• eSATS Solution: “Disruptive Innovation -  The “Grand Challenge”- a 10 year 
undertaking for transforming AZ’s legacy education system into a 21st Century eLearning 
system. A new system design which integrates all levels with greater emphasis upon 
teacher-student relationships. eLearning systems design for Arizona teachers and students 

• 1:1 student – digital interface 
• Physical Infrastructure 
• Intellectual Infrastructure (State & District/School) 
• Changing the rules & regulations 

 
iNACOL Conference – Virtual School Symposium – Online and Blended Learning: The 
Future of Education 
The iNACOL Conference – Virtual School Symposium will be November 14th – 16th in 
Glendale, AZ.  Ted stated he will be attending. Cathy is still trying to verify if the ELTF can do 
“sweat equity” to attend the conference. 
 
Next Meeting: January 14, 2011 
Cathy asked the task force members to mark their calendars for the next ELTF meeting on 
January 14, 2011. 
 
Public Testimony 
No public testimony  
 
Adjourn 
Cathy asked for a motion to adjourn. Matt Morales made a motion to adjourn; seconded by Ted 
Kraver, no opposition. Cathy adjourned the meeting at 12:13 p.m. 
 
 


