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2020-2021 U.S. SENATE YOUTH PROGRAM APPLICATION
The Hearst Foundations
The Arizona Department of Education

EDUCATION » LEADERSHIP - PUBLIC SERVICE

The United States Senate Youth Program is a unique educational experience for outstanding high
school students interested in pursuing careers in public service. The United States Senate Youth
Program (USSYP) Washington Week will be held online the week of March 15, 2021. The exact
timeframe of the program is to be decided. Two students from each state will be selected to attend
the online program and each will receive a $10,000 undergraduate college scholarship. Students may
qualify to apply through leadership positions they currently hold per the USSYP official criteria for the
current 2020-2021 academic year. If students are unable to hold leadership positions this year due to
the pandemic, they can submit the position they held during the 2019-2020 academic year. All
student leadership qualifying positions are subject to the judgment of the state selection administrator
and will be verified and confirmed. For more information, please visit: http://ussenateyouth.org/.
Applications should be typed and must be emailed or postmarked by Tuesday, December 1,
2020.

2020-2021 Arizona USSYP APPLICATION

Full Name Date
Telephone Number Email Address

School District (if applicable) School Name

Age Preferred Pronouns

Do you need any special accommodations to participate in the interview process?

Current Address

City State Zip

Year in High School Cumulative GPA

Please Indicate School Type [ ] Public High School (includes charter) [ ] Private High School
[ ] Homeschool

Are you a U.S. citizen or legal permanent resident? (Required to Apply) [ ]Yes [ 1No
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USSYP Qualifying Elected or Appointed Student Position

If students are unable to hold leadership positions this year due to the pandemic, they can submit the position they held
during the 2019-2020 academic year.

Position and organization 1:

Position and organization 2:

Position and organization 3:

Position and organization 4:

Short Answer Questions

The following questions should be answered in 150 words or less. Please type all responses to
ensure that they are legible to selection committee.

1. What motivates you to serve your school or community? Use this opportunity to describe your
participation in school activities and any organizations that you participate in.

2. Describe a time that you stepped up to lead in your community through volunteering, service, etc.
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3. Describe how the work you would like to do in the future would positively impact your local community,
state or country.

4. List any employment, recognition or awards you have received.
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Essay Response

The essay question response should be typed and no more than 500 words. Essays will be checked for
originality and evaluated for a cohesive, research-based argument; any outside sources must be appropriately
cited. Essay response must be included in final submission.

Please respond to one of the following essay prompts:

1.

2.

Compare and contrast the actions taken to slow the spread of COVID-19 in the United States and a
country of your choice.

Which level of government has a more significant role in water resources management and
conservation: federal or state? Explain your reasoning.

Why did the U.S. government withdraw from the “Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action” (otherwise
known as the “Iran Deal” or “Iran Nuclear Deal”) in 2018? What have been the consequences so far of
that withdrawal?

What social and economic conditions in the United States precipitated the need for the Civil Rights Act
of 19647

The total number of parent media companies has declined over the past several decades. Are anti-trust
laws being violated? Why or why not?

Please complete the section below.

(Parent/Guardian Name) understand the commitment and responsibilities

associated with being selected as a finalist or alternative for the U.S. Senate Youth Program.
and give (Applicant Name) my permission to accept and participate.

Parent/Guardian Signature (typed signature acceptable):
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