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SIG Cohort 4 Year 5
Sustainability Grant
Purpose

The purpose of the final year of the 
School Improvement Grant is only to 
fund sustainability activities leading 
to sustaining highly successful 
strategies for the future continued 
improvement of schools and LEAs 
without additional funds.



Eligibility for SIG Cohort 4 Year 5 Funding

Current SIG Cohort 4 Schools who 
have successfully implemented the 
SIG Year 4 sustainability grant.
• Demonstrated adherence to SIG 

requirements and evidence of 
implementation of SIG Model elements.

• Demonstrated improved student outcomes
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History of responsible grant 
management.
• LEAs who are out of compliance with any 

state or federal requirements (fiscal or 
programmatic) will not be awarded grants.

2



Important Notes
 This is a competitive grant
 Complete a detailed 

application
 Include all required elements 

and documentation
 Application is scored using the 

scoring rubric
 70% of points is required for 

funding



1 March 2020

Grant 
application 

opens March 1, 
2020

30 June 2020

Grant 
application 

closes June 30, 
2020 

(original date was 
May 30, 2020)

1 July 2020

Applications 
submitted prior to 

June 30 will be 
Substantially 

Approved allowing 
funds to be 

obligated starting 
July 1, 2020

1 July 2020

Final Specialist and 
Director approval is 

required before 
funds can be drawn 
down; this includes 
the approval of all 

required documentation

(CNA, RCA and IAP)

30 Sep. 2021

Project ends 
September 30, 

2021

NEW

Updated Timeline for FY21 Grants
(updated to reflect new grant flexibilities) 



Additional Requirements

• New FY21 Comprehensive Needs Assessment
• Thorough root cause analyses (fishbones) for 

your primary needs 
• Completed LEA and School IAPs including 

School Improvement required goals and 
appropriate SIG program and funding tags

• All items must be in GME in the Planning Tool



GME Requirements

• FFATA and GSA Verification
• Contact Information 
• Assurances
• Program Narrative Questions
• Proposed Budget
• Related Documents



FFATA and GSA
Verification

• Be sure to submit your FY21 General 
Statement of Assurance in GME

• Ensure your SAM.gov information is 
up to date

• Provide a short description of your 
grant funded project



Contact 
Information

• LEA/Charter Holder Name
• Board President
• Superintendent
• Federal Programs 

Director 
• School Name
• Principal



Assurances



Program Narrative 
Questions
Use the Rubric!



School Level Narrative Questions

1. List the 2019-20 sustainability strategies and action steps. What was 
successful? What was not? Why or why not? Include specific data and 
evidence. 

2. What 2019-20 IAP sustainability strategies and action steps will be 
continued in the 2020-21 IAP funded by the SIG grant?  



School Level Narrative Questions

3. SIG is whole school reform.  Describe changes in leading indicator data, include whole 
school, grade level and subgroup data.  Listed below are major leading indicators 
identified by research, but it is not an exhaustive list.  



School Level Narrative Questions

4. List your statewide assessment proficiency data (% proficient and highly 
proficient).  



LEA Narrative Questions

1. Describe the LEA’s process to ensure 
sustainability of successful strategies and 
action steps

2. Describe the LEA’s process for fiscal 
monitoring of SIG school/s.

3. How will the LEA align other FY21 
resources with SIG funds? Be specific.

4. What is the LEA plan to continue to fund 
strategies and action steps critical to 
sustaining success when SIG funding 
ends?  Be very specific.



The Year 5
Allocation is based 
on the original SIG 
Cohort 4 
application

Individual 
allocations will be 
sent to each eligible 
LEA



Proposed Budget
• Complete a proposed budget in GME.  

Be sure to include sufficient details in 
the narrative.

• The budget must be aligned to 
sustainability strategies and actions.

• Ensure correct function and object 
codes, and all math is correct. 

• For any position funding, a 
demonstratable plan for future funding 
is required. Any positions must be 
partially funded through another source 
for this final year of SIG funding. 



Allowable Expenses

• All SIG activities funded with 1003 (g) School 
Improvement funds must be reasonable and 
necessary and directly related to sustaining 
highly successful strategies for the future 
continued improvement of schools and LEAs 
without additional funds. 

• Previously successful sustainability strategies 
and action steps that are continued in the IAP 
for 20-21 may be funded.

• Positions must be partially funded.



Proposed Budget In GME

Proposed expenditures have 
adequate narrative details; are in 
correct function and object codes; 
math is correct; line items match 
narrative totals 



Required Related Document – Signature Page



Prior to Grant Submission
• Ensure all GME requirements are completed
• Ensure program narrative questions are answered 

completely and with specific details
• Use the scoring rubric to verify you have included the 

required details
• Verify you have uploaded all the required documents and 

any additional documents to support your application in 
related documents

• Validate that the new 2020-21 CNA and Root Cause 
Analysis fishbones are in GME

• Confirm the LEA and School Integrated Action Plans 
include all the strategies and actions steps for school 
improvement and are tagged SIG

• Ensure the proposed budget is closely aligned to the CNA, 
root causes, strategies and actions steps



1 March 2020

Grant 
application 

opens March 1, 
2020

30 June 2020

Grant 
application 

closes June 30, 
2020 

(original date was 
May 30, 2020)

1 July 2020

Applications 
submitted prior to 

June 30 will be 
Substantially 

Approved allowing 
funds to be 

obligated starting 
July 1, 2020

1 July 2020

Final Specialist and 
Director approval is 

required before 
funds can be drawn 
down; this includes 
the approval of all 

required documentation

(CNA, RCA and IAP)

30 Sep. 2021

Project ends 
September 30, 

2021

NEW

Updated Timeline for FY21 Grants
(updated to reflect new grant flexibilities) 



Devon Isherwood (Deputy Associate Superintendent) 
602-364-0379

Trish Geraghty (Director)
602-542-2291

Christina Pou (Director)
602-364-2202

Peter Laing (Coordinator Acceleration & Enrichment)
602-364-3842

Education Program Specialists
Jessica Bartels 602-364-4992
Sean Carney 602-364-1980
Frank Larby 520-770-3062

Becca Moehring 602-542-3058
Danielle Skrip 602-364-4115

Stefaney Sotomayor 602-542-3370
Gina Tignini 602-542-0836

Jennifer Zorger 602-542-8788

Email: firstname.lastname@azed.gov



Thank You!

Visit www.azed.gov/improvement
for all grant resources, guidance 

documents, webinars, and training 
modules.

If you have any questions, feel free to 
message 

SchoolImprovementInbox@azed.gov
or contact your assigned program 

specialist for support.

http://www.azed.gov/improvement
mailto:SchoolImprovementInbox@azed.gov
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