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What are we doing to help children learn?

The K-3 Formative Assessment Process is:

• Meeting children where they are;
• Strengths-based;
• Designed to ensure that children are 

reading at grade level by the end of 
third grade; 

• Groundbreaking. Our state and nine 
others are developing it with the 
support of a $6.2 million grant.



Vision for the Assessment
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Formative Assessment
A process used by teachers and students during 
instruction that provides feedback to adjust ongoing 
teaching and learning to help students improve their 
achievement of intended instructional outcomes.

American Educational Research Association, 
The American Psychological Association (APA), and 

The National Council on Measurement in Education (NCME), 2014 & 
Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO), 2006



Arizona’s K-3 Formative Assessment

KDI/KEA In The Making
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• Key Point #1: K-3 Formative Assessment Process 
focuses on the whole child

Vision: 4 Key Points



 Key Point #2: Occurs during instruction rather 
than as an isolated event apart from 
instruction.
 Teachers can learn about students throughout the 

day in a variety of settings:
 Whole group 
 Small group 
 Centers/stations
 Individual
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Vision: 4 Key Points



• Key Point #3: A teacher can collect evidence 
about students using a variety of strategies: 
– Talk with families
– Take photos
– Record student conversations
– Write anecdotal notes
– Collect work samples 
– Incorporate evidence from other school educators 

(e.g., PE, OT, Speech, ELL)
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Vision: 4 Key Points



• Key Point #4: What is learned is used to guide 
instruction: 
– Identifies what students know and are able to do 

and where to head next
– Helps to plan and adjust instruction in an ongoing 

manner
– Helps to meet the needs of all students
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Vision: 4 Key Points



Domains and Constructs

Domain K‒3 Constructs K Entry OR K-3

Health & Physical Development

Fine Motor: Grip & Manipulation K Entry*

Fine Motor: Hand Dominance K Entry*

Crossing Midline K Entry*

Gross Motor Development K-3

Social-Emotional Development

Emotion Expression K-3

Emotion Regulation Strategies K-3

Emotional Literacy K Entry*

Language Development & 
Communication

Book Orientation K Entry*

Print Awareness K Entry*

Letter Naming K Entry*

Following Directions K Entry*

Writing K-3

Reading Comprehension K-3

Vocabulary K-3

Approaches to Learning Engagement & Persistence K-3

Cognitive Development Object Counting K Entry*





Fine Motor (Grip & Manipulation)



Tech Platform Overview
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https://my.teachingstrategies.com/


And most importantly…

It allows us to meet each child where 
they are when they arrive at school

… in kindergarten

… first grade

… second grade

… and third grade

We know children learn differently 
and on different schedules. We 
cannot offer them all the same thing 
in the same way and expect to get 
the best results for each child.



What’s Next FY20

• Implementation Plan
• Timeline
• TSG Supports and Training
• Application for Consideration



Implementation Plan



Timeline



My Teaching Strategies Support Portal
https://teachingstrategies.force.com/portal/s/  

https://teachingstrategies.force.com/portal/s/


My 
Teaching 

Strategies 
Support 

Documents

GOLD® Getting Started 
Checklists for Teachers & 

Administrators

Upcoming & Archived 
Support Webinars

GOLD® User Guides for 
Teachers & Administrators

How do I log-in to 
MyTeachingStrategies®?

https://teachingstrategies.force.com/portal/s/article/Getting-Started-Checklists
https://teachingstrategies.force.com/portal/s/webinars
https://teachingstrategies.force.com/portal/s/article/GOLD-User-Guides
https://teachingstrategies.force.com/portal/s/article/How-do-I-login-to-MyTeachingStrategies


Application



Survey
• Provide us with feedback and contact 

information for continued 
participation

• https://selectsurveynet.azed.gov/Take
Survey.aspx?PageNumber=1&SurveyI
D=92M1882K&Preview=true

https://selectsurveynet.azed.gov/TakeSurvey.aspx?PageNumber=1&SurveyID=92M1882K&Preview=true


Questions?
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The Arizona Department of Education
Early Childhood Unit

(602)364-1530
ECEInbox@azed.gov

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xa
TJXEg0SmA

mailto:lauren.zbyszinski@azed.gov
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xaTJXEg0SmA
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