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HNS TA 01-2026 

MEMORANDUM 

The purpose of this technical assistance memorandum is to provide School Food Authorities (SFAs) and 
School Business Officials with clarification of existing guidelines surrounding state match funding 
requirements as listed in 7 CFR 210.17(a). The amount of state match funding required for each school 
district and charter school receiving State appropriated funds is calculated as follows: 30% of the total 
number of lunches served through the National School Lunch Program in the previous school year (SY), 
multiplied by the SY 2025-26 paid lunch reimbursement rate. For SY 2025-26, the paid lunch 
reimbursement rate was: 

• $0.44 or $0.46, dependent on the school's eligibility for the low or high rate.
• An additional $0.09 received by menu-certified districts and charter schools, if applicable.

For specific reimbursement rates, SFAs may refer to paid claims in CNPWeb from SY 2025-26. 

Budgeting and Reporting Guidelines  

• Public school districts should budget and expend Maintenance & Operations (M&O) and Capital
Outlay funds, which will be reported on the Fiscal Year (FY) 2026 District Annual Financial
Report.

• Charter schools should budget and expend State Equalization Assistance funds to meet the state
match requirements. The amount of State Equalization Assistance funds will be reported in
Section E of the Charter Holders FY 2026 Annual Financial Report, Food Service worksheet.

• Nonpublic schools are provided with an exemption per 7 CFR 210.17 (b).

To:  School Food Authorities and School Business Officials Operating the National School Lunch 
Program 

From: Melissa Conner, Senior Deputy Associate Superintendent 
Arizona Department of Education, Health and Nutrition Services Division 

Date:     June 9, 2026 

Subject: School Year 2026-2027 State Match Requirements for Districts and Charter Schools 

http://www.azed.gov/
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-7/subtitle-B/chapter-II/subchapter-A/part-210/subpart-D/section-210.17
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If you have questions or concerns regarding this memo, please contact your assigned Health and 
Nutrition Services Specialist or submit a request for service through HelpDesk by using the link: 
https://helpdeskexternal.azed.gov/. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights 
regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating 
in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national 
origin, religion, sex, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public 
assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any 
program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and 
complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident. 
 
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., 
Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the State or local Agency 
that administers the program or contact USDA through the Telecommunications Relay Service at 711 
(voice and TTY). Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than 
English. 
 
To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint 
Form, AD-3027, found online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA 
office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in 
the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or 
letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil 
Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Mail Stop 9410, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 
690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov. 
 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 

 

http://www.azed.gov/
https://helpdeskexternal.azed.gov/
https://www.usda.gov/about-usda/general-information/staff-offices/office-assistant-secretary-civil-rights/how-file-usda-discrimination-complaint/how-file-program-discrimination-complaint
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov

