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Housekeeping Items
• If you have questions throughout today’s session, please share them in the following ways:

• Enter simple questions into the Q&A feature or type them into the chat. 

• Save in-depth questions for after session office hours.

• Email homeless@azed.gov with any LEA-specific questions.

• Today’s session is being recorded. The recording and presentation slides will be made 

available to attendees after the training. 

• All resources referenced in this training as well as the recording and presentation slides will 

be shared following the session on the Arizona Homeless Education Program website.

• AI note-taking and other tools are not permitted in ADE sessions. 

mailto:homeless@azed.gov


Mission 
Statements

Arizona Department of Education
The Arizona Department of Education is a service organization 
committed to raising academic outcomes and empowering 
parents.

Arizona Homeless Education Program
The mission of the Arizona Homeless Education Program is to 
ensure positive comparable academic outcomes for children 
and youth experiencing homelessness through 
implementation of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance 
Act.
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Today’s Session



Common Acronyms and Terms
DOE

Department of 
Education

SEA
State Education 

Agency

LEA

local educational 
agency

SIS
student 

information 
system

BID
best interest 

determination

PNTR
primary nighttime 

residence

NCHE
National Center 

for Homeless 
Education

CBO
community-based 

organization

TA

technical 
assistance

ADE
Arizona 

Department of 
Education

HEP
Homeless 
Education 
Program

HCY
Homeless 

Children and 
Youth

UHY 
Unaccompanied 
Homeless Youth

SHC
SchoolHouse 
Connection

AzEDS
Arizona Education 

Data Standards



Guidance, Forms & Tools
The following guidance, sample forms and tools are referenced in the next slides. 

• McKinney-Vento Internal Tracking Sheet Sample
• Arizona Student Residency Questionnaire and Educational Rights of Homeless Children and Youths 

Requirements
• Identification Process Guidance & Resources
• New Resource! Unaccompanied Homeless Youth Identification Process Guidance & Resources
• Updated! Caregiver’s Authorization Affidavit (Sample Form)
• ADE Identification & Eligibility Interview Questions & Checklist
• McKinney-Vento Best Interest Determination (BID) Sample Form
• Re-Eligibility Determination Guidance & Resources
• ADE Written Notice of Eligibility & School Placement Determination Sample
• Data Reporting Requirements & Integrity Rules Reference Document
• Updated! Public Notice Posters (Six versions available on the Arizona HEP website!)

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/08/McKinney-Vento%20Internal%20Tracking%20Sheet%20Sample.PNG
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/08/McKinney-Vento%20Internal%20Tracking%20Sheet%20Sample.PNG
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/08/McKinney-Vento%20Internal%20Tracking%20Sheet%20Sample.PNG
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/08/McKinney-Vento%20Internal%20Tracking%20Sheet%20Sample.PNG
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/01/Arizona%20Student%20Residency%20Questionnaire.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/01/Arizona%20Student%20Residency%20Questionnaire.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/01/Arizona%20Student%20Residency%20Questionnaire.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/01/Identification%20Process%20Guidance%20%26%20Resources.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/01/Identification%20Process%20Guidance%20%26%20Resources.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2025/10/Unaccompanied%20Homeless%20Youth%20Identification%20Process%20Guidance%20%26%20Resources.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/01/ADE%20Caregiver%27s%20Authorization%20Affidavit%20Sample.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/02/ADE%20Identification%2C%20Eligibility%2C%20%26%20Assessment%20of%20Need%20Interview%20Tool.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/02/ADE%20Identification%2C%20Eligibility%2C%20%26%20Assessment%20of%20Need%20Interview%20Tool.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/01/ADE%20Best%20Interest%20Determination%20Sample%20Form%20Revised%2012_5_22.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/01/ADE%20Best%20Interest%20Determination%20Sample%20Form%20Revised%2012_5_22.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/01/ADE%20Best%20Interest%20Determination%20Sample%20Form%20Revised%2012_5_22.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/01/ADE%20Best%20Interest%20Determination%20Sample%20Form%20Revised%2012_5_22.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/08/Re-Eligibility%20Determination%20Guidance%20%26%20Resources.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/08/Re-Eligibility%20Determination%20Guidance%20%26%20Resources.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/08/Re-Eligibility%20Determination%20Guidance%20%26%20Resources.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/08/Re-Eligibility%20Determination%20Guidance%20%26%20Resources.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/02/ADE%20Written%20Notification%20of%20Eligibility_School%20Placement%20Determination.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/02/ADE%20Written%20Notification%20of%20Eligibility_School%20Placement%20Determination.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/12/12.2024_Data%20Reporting%20Requirements%20%26%20Integrity%20Rules%20Reference.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/12/12.2024_Data%20Reporting%20Requirements%20%26%20Integrity%20Rules%20Reference.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/homeless/guidance-sample-documents-mckinney-vento-homeless-liaisons


Objective

Participants will develop knowledge to ensure their LEA implements 

school stability protocols for HCY by honoring school of origin rights 

for the duration of homelessness.

Participants will develop a clear understanding of end-of-year data 

reporting requirements for the current school year, summer 

programming, and upcoming school year.



Pre-Assessment

Let’s test your knowledge.



Pre-Assessment
1. True or False? It is the responsibility of the McKinney-Vento Homeless 

Liaison to ensure that previously identified homeless children and youth 
are re-evaluated in a new school year and identified and supported for 
the duration of homelessness. 

2. Eligibility determinations for the new school year… (Select all that apply.)​
3. What is the final date that Homeless Education Program data can be 

updated for accurate reporting in AzEDS?​
4. True or False? HCY can only attend summer school programming if they 

can obtain their own transportation to the school where the program 
will be held.



Mindfulness Moment



“When we allow the time and space 
and some to share their story and we 
listen with compassion and empathy, 
we build the trust that will ultimately 
lead to providing the services and 
supports that our students need to 
be successful.”

Click here to watch the video from SHC.

https://youtube.com/shorts/Cy_uJG-4nSY?si=r7mWCdAi1tShrxzO


Share Your Knowledge
What steps can Liaisons take at the end of the year to ensure that 

parents, guardians, and youth are able to share their story with the 

liaison and are aware of their right to school stability if they are still 

experiencing homelessness into the new school year? 

Type your 
answer in 
the chat!



Click here to access the full report.

The National 
Low-Income 
Housing 
Coalition, 2025 
Out of Reach 
Report
Arizona-Fair Market Rent (FMR) 

https://nlihc.org/sites/default/files/oor/2025_OOR_FullReport.pdf


Click here to view data by State.

National Low-
Income Housing 
Coalition, 2025 
Out of Reach 
Report
Arizona Rental Housing 
Affordability

https://nlihc.org/sites/default/files/oor/2025_OOR_FullReport.pdf


2026 Gap 
Report:
A Shortage of 
Affordable 
Homes

Click here to access the report.

Arizona Housing Profile

https://nlihc.org/housing-needs-by-state/arizona


Arizona Affordable Housing 
Supply

2026 Gap 
Report:
A Shortage of 
Affordable 
Homes

Click here to access the report.

https://nlihc.org/gap


Duration of Homelessness
Arizona Context to Consider

Wages

• The Fair Market Rent (FNR) for a 
modest two-bedroom apartment 
is $1,778.
• A household must earn $5,925 

monthly or $71,101 annually.
• Assuming a 40-hour work week, 

52 weeks per year, this level of 
income translates into an hourly 
Housing wage of $34.18.

Noticeable Needs

• Severe housing shortage
• For every 100 extremely low-

income household, only 26 rental 
homes are affordable and 
available (attainable)

• Arizona needs to make 131,000 
more homes affordable for 
extremely low-income households 
by expanding access to rental 
assistance and building deeply 
affordable rental homes.

• Homelessness prevention
• Rental assistance program
• Eviction diversion
• Initiatives to mitigate root cause of 

housing instability

Fundamental Structural 
Challenges

• Rise in housing costs
• Lack of housing supply that is:

• sufficient
• attainable
• affordable

• Funding is needed to expand
shelter capacity



Reflection & Sharing

What does this data imply for students and families 

experiencing homelessness in Arizona? Have you seen 

evidence of this in your community?

Type your 
answer in 
the chat!



End of Year:

 Applying 
McKinney-

Vento Statute

• Identification Process

•Functions and duties of the SEA and 

LEA

•McKinney-Vento Statutory 

Requirements



Identification Process
REVIEW



1.  Gather and make publicly available 
reliable, valid, and comprehensive 
information;

2.  Develop and carry out the State Plan;
3.  Collect data for and transmit to the 

Secretary…a report containing 
information necessary to assess the 
educational needs of homeless children 
and youths within the State;

4.  Coordinate activities and collaborate 
in order to improve the provision of 
comprehensive education and related 
services to homeless children and 
youths and their families;

5.  Provide technical assistance to and conduct 
monitoring of LEAs in coordination with LEA 
liaisons to ensure that LEAs comply with 
requirements;

6.  Provide professional development opportunities 
for LEA personnel and the LEA liaison to assist in 
identifying and meeting the needs of homeless 
children and youths, and provide training on the 
definitions of terms related to homelessness;

7.  Respond to inquiries from parents and 
guardians of homeless children and youths, and (in 
the case of unaccompanied youths) such youths, to 
ensure that each child or youth who is the subject 
of such an inquiry receives the full protections and 
services provided.

Functions of the 
Office of the Coordinator

42 U.S.C. § 11432 (f)

https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim


Responsibilities of the LEA
Ensure a student’s education may continue at their school of origin,

Enroll students in the same school a non-homeless student would be 
enrolled in,
Comply with school stability protocol,

Assist families in attaining enrollment forms and records if needed,

Manage any disputes,

Uphold student and family privacy,

Provide comparable services and education to homeless students,

Coordinate with local social service agencies, within the LEA.

Align with the Arizona State Plan.

In general, each LEA 
must:

• Ensure access to education,
• Connect families with 

services,
• Form collaborations with 

CBOs, and
• Inform and provide learning 

for all stakeholders.

42 U.S.C. § 11432 (e)(3)(C), (g)(3)



1. Homeless youth are identified through 
outreach with other agencies;

2. Homeless youth are enrolled in and have full 
and equal opportunity to succeed in school;

3. Access to federally required resources: 
HeadStart and other preschool programs, 
interventions under IDEA, etc.; 

4.  Referral to well-being services: health care, 
dental, mental health, substance abuse, 
housing, etc.;

5.  Inform families and youth of educational 
opportunities with meaningful opportunities 
to participate;

6. Provide understandable public notice of 
educational rights in locations frequented by 
homeless youth, guardians, and unaccompanied 
youth: schools, shelters, public libraries, soup 
kitchens;

7. Mediate enrollment disputes according to federal 
guidance;

8. Inform family and youth of all transportation 
services;

9. Provide professional development and support 
for all stakeholders who serve homeless students; 
and

10. Assist unaccompanied youth with: enrollment, 
academic access and success, and notification of 
“Independent” status and assistance for  FAFSA.

Responsibilities of the McKinney-Vento 
Homeless Liaison

42 U.S.C. § 11432 (g)(6)

https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim


Educational Right Description Statutory Citation

School Stability
& Best Interest 
Determination (BID) 
Including Unaccompanied 
Homeless Youth (UHY)

Presume school of origin is in the student’s best interest, 
unless the parent/guardian (or unaccompanied youth) 
requests otherwise; consider student-centered factors in all 
determinations. For unaccompanied youth, the homeless 
liaison must assist with placement/enrollment, prioritize the 
youth’s views, and provide notice of appeal rights.

42 U.S.C. §11432 
(g)(3)(B)

42 U.S.C. §11432 
(g)(3)(B)(iv)

Duration of Homelessness Continue enrollment in the school of origin for the duration 
of homelessness, and through the end of the academic year if 
the student becomes permanently housed mid-year. Or, enroll 
the student in the local public school they are eligible to 
attend based on where they are currently living.

42 U.S.C. §11432 
(g)(3)(A)(i)

42 U.S.C. §11432 
(g)(3)(A)(ii)

Written Notification Following any eligibility or school placement determination, 
the LEA is required provide immediate written notice 
including notification of appeal rights, to the parent, guardian, 
or unaccompanied youth.. When a dispute arises, the Liaison 
must respond to the request and provide support. Following 
the decision, a written explanation of its decision is 
immediately provided once again.

42 U.S.C. § 
11432(g)(3)(B)(iii)

McKinney-Vento Statutory Requirements

http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim
http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim
http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim
http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim
http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim
http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim
http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim
http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim
http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim
http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim
http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim
http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim
http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim
http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim
http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim
http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim
http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim
http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim
http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim


Identification 
process for 

students that MEET 
THE DEFINITION

SRQ is completed 
during enrollment, re-

enrollment or the 
parent, guardian or 

youth notify by other 
means they are 

experiencing 
homelessness

Student is immediately 
enrolled

The SRQ is sent to the 
McKinney-Vento 
Homeless Liaison

McKinney-Vento 
Homeless Liaison follows 

up, conducts interview 
and needs assessment

McKinney-Vento 
Homeless Liaison 

determines the child, or 
youth MEETS THE 

DEFINITION of homeless 
and eligibility is 

confirmed

Written notice of 
McKinney-Vento 

eligibility and school 
placement 

determination is given 
to parent, guardian, or 

youth immediately

McKinney-Vento 
Homeless Liaison 

establishes services such 
as transportation, 

internal supports, and 
provides community-

based referrals

Notification of eligibility 
to district level supports 

is completed by the 
McKinney-Vento 
Homeless Liaison

McKinney-Vento 
Homeless Liaison 

ensures data entry into 
the Internal Tracking 

Sheet & Student 
Information System (SIS) 

Maintain Record 
Keeping of SRQ, 

Eligibility & Needs 
Assessment, Written 

Notification

Record Keeping: 
Ongoing case 

management and 
support is provided for 

the duration of 
homelessness

Identification Process For Eligible Students

A BID may take place at this point. 



EOY Process 
and 

Procedures 

• Highlighting the Purpose of 

EOY Procedures

• EOY Procedures At-a-Glance

• EOY Procedures April Through August



“LEAs are required to develop, review, 
and revise policies and procedures to 
remove barriers to the identification, 
immediate enrollment, and retention of 
students experiencing homelessness.”

(42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(1)(I))

McKinney-Vento 
Act

Policies & 
Procedures

http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim
http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim
http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim


Highlighting the Purpose of 
EOY Procedures

Liaison focused Student focused

Supports liaison 
capacity

Enhances 
transportation 

coordination both 
inter and intra 

district

Ensures LEAs uphold 
school stability 
requirements

Builds opportunities 
for the liaison to form 

relationships with 
community-based 

organizations.

Aids in Identification 
of Early Childhood 

Learners

Ensures 
Unaccompanied 
Homeless Youth 

remain engaged and 
informed.

Summer learning 
opportunities Transportation

School stability
Connection to 
services and 

resources

Collaboration with 
organizations within 

each Arizona 
county’s coordinated 

entry system

Continued 
connection to the 

Liaison to ensure re-
eligibility



EOY Procedures At-a-Glance

April

1) Summer school planning for
   25-26 HCY
2) Distribute the Local 
Comprehensive Needs Assessment 
(LCNA)

May

1) Confirm summer school 
participation and coordinate 
transportation
2) Distribute the End of Year 
Notification Letter

June

1) Case management follow up with
25-26 SY HCY to assess possible re-
eligibility
2) Outreach, coordination, training 
with CBOs and housing partners
3)  Complete programmatic and data 
reporting requirements

July

1) July 1st Prioritize re-eligibility 
determinations for HCY identified in 
the 25-26 SY
2) Conduct identification process for 
new SRQs and referrals for the 26-27 
SY

August

1) Continue the identification process

2) Establish services for identified
26-27 HCY



“(iii) homeless children and youths who 
meet the relevant eligibility criteria do not 
face barriers to accessing academic and 
extracurricular activities, including magnet 
school, summer school, career and 
technical education, advanced placement, 
online learning, and charter school 
programs, if such programs are available 
at the State and local levels.”

42 U.S.C. §11432 (g)(1)(F)(iii)

McKinney-Vento 
Act

Removal of Barriers 
– Accessing 
Academic 

Opportunities

http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim
http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim
http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim


EOY Procedures 
April

• Meet with summer school planning team to ensure all 
identified HCY are considered for summer school 
participation.

• Meet with internal transportation department to share 
data and plan for transportation needs.

• Meet with other Liaisons about shared transportation 
needs for your district.

• Notify HCY and families of summer opportunities. 
• Follow up with HCY and families to ensure they received 

the information, verify participation,  answer questions 
and gather any updates.

April Goal 1: 

Summer school 
planning for
   25-26 HCY

LEAs must ensure barrier free access to summer school for students experiencing homelessness. Policies that 
hinder enrollment or participation must be revised, and parents, guardians, and youth must be informed of 

available options. 



Summer School Guidance 

All resources can be found on the Arizona HEP website!

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/04/Summer%20School%20Letter%20to%20Families%20ADE%20Sample%20-%20Updated%20April%202024.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/04/Summer%20School%20Guidance%20-%20Updated%20April%202024.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/04/Summer%20School%20Procedural%20Checklist%20%28ADE%20Sample%29%20-%20Updated%20April%202024.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/homeless/guidance-sample-documents-mckinney-vento-homeless-liaisons


EOY Procedures 
April

• Distribute the LCNA to selected stakeholders
• District Employees
• Unaccompanied Homeless Youth 
• Parent, guardians, caregivers
• Community-based organizations

• Set automated reminders to complete the survey

April Goal 2: 

Distribute the Local 
Comprehensive Needs 

Assessment (LCNA)

LEAs utilize the Local Comprehensive Needs Assessment (LCNA) to learn about various stakeholder experiences 
with the respective Homeless Education Program (HEP). An assessment of the needs of students experiencing 
homelessness and effectiveness of your LEA’s HEP should take place annually, and results should be utilized to 

review and revise pertinent policies, procedures, and practices



HEP Local Comprehensive Needs 
Assessment (LCNA) 

Ensures LEAs 
capture the 

needs of HCY 

Leads to 
actionable HEP 

planning

Improves HEP 
programs

Improves 
services

Provides 
organizational 

structure

Sets criteria for 
funding 

allocations

Arizona Liaisons 
are required to 

administer 
yearly

Requirement in 
HEP Monitoring

All resources can be found on the 
Arizona HEP website!

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/04/ADE%20HEP%20Sample%20Local%20Comprehensive%20Needs%20Assessment.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/04/ADE%20HEP%20Sample%20Local%20Comprehensive%20Needs%20Assessment.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/homeless/guidance-sample-documents-mckinney-vento-homeless-liaisons
https://www.azed.gov/homeless/guidance-sample-documents-mckinney-vento-homeless-liaisons


EOY Procedures 
May

May Goal 1: 
Confirm summer 

school 
participation and 

coordinate 
transportation

• Finalize steps for HCY summer school participation
• Remove barriers related to

• registration process or fees
• transportation to ensure participation

• Share transportation routing details with necessary school staff, 
parents, guardians or youth.

• Maintain recordkeeping 
• Internal tracking sheet and case management notes

• Program participation
• Transportation route details in student case files

If an LEA maintains a procedure that presents a barrier to a student experiencing homelessness attending a 
summer school program, the LEA is required to review and revise policies to remove that barrier. 

Additionally, LEAs shall ensure maintenance of data regarding HCY who attend summer school program(s)



Internal Tracking Sheet Maintenance
Summer School

Please visit the HEP Training webpage to access the training video to view a demonstration of this content.

https://www.azed.gov/homeless/liaisons


Case Management Maintenance
Summer School



EOY Procedures 
May

• Send End of Year Notification Letter the first week of May to all 
eligible students.

• Exhaust all options to deliver the notice (hand delivered, 
email, post on website, newsletters, text, deliver via USPS, 
phone calls)

• The letter shall be accompanied by the Arizona Student 
Residency Questionnaire (SRQ) and the Educational Rights of 
Homeless Children and Youths.

• Share a copy of the letter with school staff for added 
awareness.

• Collaborate with CBOs such as shelter staff to share the 
information.

May Goal 2: 
Distribute the End 
of Year Notification 

Letter

To ensure that previously identified HCY are aware of their right to re-eligibility, reevaluated for eligibility, 
and immediately enrolled, the McKinney-Vento Homeless Liaison must follow guidance provided by the ADE 

HEP regarding end of year processes. 



End of Year Notification Letter
• Send the first week of May
• The EOY letter must include:

• Clear description of the re-evaluation process
• Contact information for the McKinney-Vento Homeless 

Liaison
• Time frame to contact the McKinney-Vento Homeless Liaison 

for reevaluation
• The process to contact the McKinney-Vento Homeless 

Liaison (by email, phone, or online request)
• Shall be accompanied by the Arizona Student Residency 

Questionnaire (SRQ) and the Educational Rights of 
Homeless Children and Youths

• Consider placing the letter on your website for ease of 
access

All resources can be found on the 
Arizona HEP website!

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/03/ADE%20End%20of%20Year%20Notification%20Letter%20Sample.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/homeless/guidance-sample-documents-mckinney-vento-homeless-liaisons
https://www.azed.gov/homeless/guidance-sample-documents-mckinney-vento-homeless-liaisons


When should this be shared?

• At the time any child or youth seeks 
enrollment (re-enrollment) and at least 
twice annually; 

• Anytime  a McKinney-Vento Eligibility 
Determination is made; 

• Anytime a school enrollment decision 
is made;

• With the End of Year Notification 
Letter

Student Residency Questionnaire

All resources can be found on the 
Arizona HEP website!

https://www.azed.gov/homeless/guidance-sample-documents-mckinney-vento-homeless-liaisons
https://www.azed.gov/homeless/guidance-sample-documents-mckinney-vento-homeless-liaisons


When should this be shared?

• At the time any child or youth seeks 
enrollment (re-enrollment) and at least 
twice annually; 

• Anytime  a McKinney-Vento Eligibility 
Determination is made; 

• Anytime a school enrollment decision 
is made;

• With the End of Year Notification 
Letter

The Educational Rights of Homeless 
Children and Youths

All resources can be found on the 
Arizona HEP website!

https://www.azed.gov/homeless/guidance-sample-documents-mckinney-vento-homeless-liaisons
https://www.azed.gov/homeless/guidance-sample-documents-mckinney-vento-homeless-liaisons


• Conduct outreach and facilitate case management with parent, 
guardians, caregivers, and youth.

• Prioritize outreach based on PNTR categories 
• Obtain updates on housing and potential for re-eligibility
• Assess additional needs

• Maintain record keeping (internal tracking sheet and case management 
notes)

• Collaborate with local shelters, transitional, and other housing programs 
to streamline the re-identification and identification process. 

• Solicit their support with staying connected to families.

EOY Procedures 
June

June Goal 1:
Begin conducting 

follow-up case 
management to 

assess potential for 
re-eligibility.

In general, these end-of-year efforts should strive to ensure the integrity of McKinney-Vento eligibility 
between academic years and take into consideration the known mobility and communication difficulties 

faced by parents and students experiencing homelessness. 



2025-2026 SY 
Total
Homeless 
Children and 
Youth Identified 
in Arizona

73%

9%

15%
3%

Doubled Up Hotels/Motels

Sheltered Unsheltered

by Primary Nighttime 
Residence (PNTR)



Prioritization of Primary Nighttime 
Residence (PNTR) - Outreach Guidance
• Core Benefits of Outreach

• Outreach ensures families and students are supported over summer months
• Builds rapport with families
• Ensures your LEA’s homeless education program is in alignment with requirements to apply 

end of year practices, including a written step by step process of how the primary nighttime 
residence sub-groups are prioritized.

• Core Key Actions
• Verify and update contact information for the parent, guardian, or youth
• Verbally explain the Educational Rights of Homeless Children Youths with emphasis on 

school of origin rights.
• Remind families to check in frequently especially as the new school year draws near
• Share liaison contact information
• LEAs shall as a core key action, incorporate school stability protocols in your practice by 

following the Arizona Homeless Education Program’s Re-Eligibility Determination Guidance 
to support continuity and appropriate decision-making.



1st – 
Unaccompanied 
Homeless Youth 
(UHY)

Why Prioritize: Often UHY are inaccessible during the summer months and may 
lack access to a reliable phone. They may be living on their own without an adult 
and need additional support and guidance regarding school enrollment.

Youth living with a caregiver may experience additional moves and no longer be 
with the caregiver originally noted. Or legal court appointed guardianship may 
have been obtained. 

Action: Verify contact information (phone number, personal email address). This 
will ensure the ability to reconnect with them to provide support.

Review school of origin rights, provide the youth or caregiver with liaison contact 
information and remind them to check in.

2nd - Shelter & 
Transitional 
Housing

Why Prioritize: Shelter stays are temporary and subject to change at a moments 
notice. A family may decide on their own to leave the shelter or may be exited 
early for noncompliance. The ability to verify if the family remains in shelter 
supports the liaisons next steps with outreach.

Action: Ask the parent or guardian if they would be willing to sign a Release of 
Information (ROI) that will ensure you can collaborate and support them by 
working collaboratively with the shelter staff. Make sure you reach out to shelter 
staff, introduce yourself and offer support for their clients. 
Review school of origin rights, provide the parent, guardian or shelter staff with 
liaison contact information and remind them to check in.



3rd - Unsheltered Why Prioritize: Families that live in unsheltered situations move frequently and 
it can be difficult to locate them. They are experiencing a great deal of stress and 
forget about school of origin rights, and school enrollment. They may need 
supplemental support and referrals to CBOs that can offer things like warm 
meals, cooling stations.

Action: Verify contact information (phone number, email address). This will 
ensure the ability to reconnect with them to provide support. 

Review school of origin rights, provide the parent or guardian with liaison contact 
information and remind them to check in. 
Apply school stability protocols by utilizing the guidance provided by the Arizona 
HEP’s Re-Eligibility Determination Guidance.

4th - Hotel/Motel Why Prioritize: Motel rates vary daily, families that use this form of housing may 
move frequently due to this factor. They also may no longer be able to afford a 
motel stay, and move into shared housing, may enter shelter, or may even 
become unsheltered. 

Action: Review school of origin rights, provide the parent or guardian with liaison 
contact information and remind them to check in. 

Apply school stability protocols by utilizing the guidance provided by the Arizona 
HEP’s Re-Eligibility Determination Guidance.



5th - Doubled Up Why Prioritize: This PNTR is by far the most common and families. As reviewed 
in the data shared earlier, the housing outlook in Arizona is bleak, and housing is 
limited making it necessary for families to continue in shared housing for several 
years. 
It’s critical to remember that these shared housing situations are typically not of 
mutual interest and a family’s risk of being asked to leave at a moments notice is 
inevitable.

Action: Outreach parents and guardians to advise them if they remain in their 
shared housing situation, they may reach out to you for a reassessment of 
McKinney-Vento eligibility.
Review school of origin rights, provide the parent or guardian with liaison contact 
information and remind them to check in. 
Apply school stability protocols by utilizing the guidance provided by the Arizona 
HEP’s Re-Eligibility Determination Guidance.
Avoid applying local policies that state after the first year of eligibility, if the family 
remains at the same temporary address, they are no longer eligible is considered 
a barrier and a direct violation of the McKinney-Vento Act.



Please visit the HEP Training webpage to access the training video to view a demonstration of this content.

Internal Tracking Sheet Maintenance
Housing Status & Re-Eligibility Assessment

https://www.azed.gov/homeless/liaisons


Case Management Maintenance
Housing Status & Re-Eligibility Assessment



• Coordinate with CBOs to provide awareness and training 
regarding the Educational Rights of Homeless Children and 
Youths.

• Summer months are great opportunities for liaisons to 
maximize their capacity

• Make visits to shelters, and local community organizations to 
share information and provide the Public Awareness Poster.

EOY Procedures 
June

June Goal 2:
Coordinate with 

CBOs and housing 
partners.

In general, these end-of-year efforts should strive to ensure the integrity of McKinney-Vento eligibility 
between academic years and also take into consideration the known mobility and communication 

difficulties faced by parents and students experiencing homelessness. 



Public Notice of Educational Rights of HCY 
Posters for Parents and Youth

Updates have been made by the National Center for Homeless Education (NCHE) 
to the Public Notice of Educational Rights of HCY Posters. Arizona LEAs may 
utilize the following versions to ensure public notice of the educational rights is 
disseminated:

• New Versions:
• NCHE Public Notice of Educational Rights of HCY Poster for Parents
• NCHE Public Notice of Educational Rights of HCY Poster for Youth

• Old Versions:
• Public Notice Poster for Parents English and Spanish
• Public Notice Poster for Youth English and Spanish

Additionally, LEAs may utilize the “Location of Public Notice Poster for Homeless 
Children and Youth (ADE Sample)” to track locations within the LEA and 
community where the poster has been distributed. 

LEAs can now access all six versions of the posters and the “Location of Public 
Notice Poster for Homeless Children and Youth (ADE Sample)” on the Arizona 
HEP website. 

https://www.azed.gov/homeless/guidance-sample-documents-mckinney-vento-homeless-liaisons
https://www.azed.gov/homeless/guidance-sample-documents-mckinney-vento-homeless-liaisons


• Ensure data accuracy and alignment across internal tracking 
sheet, SIS, and AzEDS.

• Ensure accurate reporting in AzEDS prior to June 30th to 
meet compliance.

• Wrap up LCNA and compile data.
• Share data from LCNA with federal programs for programmatic 

and funding decision-making, such as for Title I Part-A Homeless 
Set-Aside.

EOY Procedures 
June

June Goal 3:
Data reporting 

requirements are 
met.

In general, these procedures are required to ensure reliable, valid, and comprehensive data is reported to the 
Arizona HEP and to ensure data-informed decision-making occurs to address barriers for HCY.  



Enter potentially 
eligible students 

into internal 
tracking sheet

Determine 
eligibility & 

indicate outcome 
in an internal 

tracking sheet

Enter eligible 
student’s need 
identifier(s) and 

primary nighttime 
residence into SIS

Run the HEP72 and 
INTEG15 reports for 
the homeless and 
unaccompanied 

identifiers

Compare the student 
information in the 

HEP72 and INTEG15 
reports to the internal 

tracking sheet

Resolve any 
discrepancies between 
the HEP72 and INTEG15 
reports and the internal 

tracking sheet in SIS

Run the HEP72 and 
INTEG15 reports to 

confirm data 
discrepancies have 
been resolved in 

AzEDS  

2.

3.

4.
5.

7.

Ongoing Data Entry & Integrity Process
1.

3.

4.

6.

Internal Tracking Sheet: 
Source of Truth



Share Your Knowledge

1. How often must LEAs review their data to ensure accurate 

upload to AzEDS?

2. At what date must all HEP data be uploaded and accurate in 

AzEDS each year? Answer in 
the pop-
up poll!



When does data need to be updated & 
verified? 

LEAs are required to 
ensure all data is 

updated for accurate 
reporting in AzEDS 

prior to 6/30/2026 to 
meet compliance.

LEAs should establish 
a process to conduct 

internal data integrity 
uploads at least once 

every two weeks.



Data Reporting Guidance and Resources
On the ADE’s Arizona Homeless Education Program Data 
webpage we have the following resources:

• Descriptions of AzEDS reports related to your LEA’s 
Homeless Education Program

• Data Reporting Requirements & Integrity 
Rules reference document is designed to help local 
education agencies (LEAs) and McKinney-Vento Liaisons 
accurately report enrollment data for homeless 
children and youth (HCY). It also provides guidance on 
addressing potential data integrity errors when 
submitting data to the Arizona Department of Education.

• Communication to the Field so that McKinney-Vento 
Homeless Liaisons can stay up-to-date with the most 
recent updates related to reporting HCY enrollment data.

https://www.azed.gov/homeless/arizona-homeless-education-program-data
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/12/12.2024_Data%20Reporting%20Requirements%20%26%20Integrity%20Rules%20Reference.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/12/12.2024_Data%20Reporting%20Requirements%20%26%20Integrity%20Rules%20Reference.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/12/12.2024_Data%20Reporting%20Requirements%20%26%20Integrity%20Rules%20Reference.pdf


Access Previous Professional Learning
This information on data reporting is designed to be a high-
level review of the information shared in previous sessions, 
such as:
• Arizona HEP Office Hours: The Process for Utilizing an 

Internal Tracking Sheet and AzEDS Reports, August 
2025

• McKinney-Vento in Practice for New Liaisons, August 2025
• McKinney-Vento in Practice for Experienced Liaison, 

August 2025
• Required End-of-Year Procedures for Local Homeless 

Education Programs, April 2025
• 2025 Arizona Homeless Education Program State 

Conference, January 2025
You can access all previously provided sessions on the 
Arizona HEP website.

https://www.azed.gov/homeless/liaisons


Data Collection and Utilization Process
Once students have been identified, how should an LEA utilize data to 

support students experiencing homelessness?

Identification 
Process 

Completed

Ongoing 
Data 

Tracking

Adjust 
Services 
to Meet 

Needs of 
HCY

Adjust  
Program 
to Meet 

Needs of 
HCY

Conduct Local 
Comprehensive 

Needs 
Assessment 

(LCNA)

Analyze LCNA 
Data – Review 

and Revise 
HEP 

Programmatic 
Goals & 

Initiatives



• July 1st ensure the creation of the internal tracking sheet.
• Gather completed SRQs and referrals for evaluation and add the 

information to the internal tracking sheet.
• Begin conducting eligibility determinations, establish supports and 

services.
• Immediate enrollment or re-enrollment at school of origin
• Arrange transportation
• Provide academic support necessary
• Assess needs (i.e., uniforms, supplies, technology, fee waivers)

• Make eligibility determinations and immediately provide written 
notification for all scenarios evaluated.

• Maintain accurate data (internal tracking sheet and SIS).

EOY Procedures 
July

July Goal:
Prioritize re-eligibility 

determinations for 
HCY identified in the 

25-26 SY

Conduct identification 
process for new SRQs 
and referrals for the 

26-27 SY 

Liaisons connect every part of the identification process. They conduct outreach for all previous eligible HCY, 
follow up on referrals, gather key details, and use interview tools to understand the student’s situation. 

Then they apply their training to determine eligibility, provide written notice, coordinate necessary supports 
and maintain accurate data.



Please visit the HEP Training webpage to access the training video to view a demonstration of this content.

Internal Tracking Sheet Implementation
Preparation for the New SY

https://www.azed.gov/homeless/liaisons


Duration of Homelessness
Arizona Context to Consider

Wages

• The Fair Market Rent (FNR) for a 
modest two-bedroom apartment 
is $1,778.
• A household must earn $5,925 

monthly or $71,101 annually.
• Assuming a 40-hour work week, 

52 weeks per year, this level of 
income translates into an hourly 
Housing wage of $34.18.

Noticeable Needs

• Severe housing shortage
• For every 100 extremely low-

income household, only 26 rental 
homes are affordable and 
available (attainable)

• Arizona needs to make 131,000 
more homes affordable for 
extremely low-income households 
by expanding access to rental 
assistance and building deeply 
affordable rental homes.

• Homelessness prevention
• Rental assistance program
• Eviction diversion
• Initiatives to mitigate root cause of 

housing instability

Fundamental Structural 
Challenges

• Rise in housing costs
• Lack of housing supply that is:

• sufficient
• attainable
• affordable

• Funding is needed to expand
shelter capacity



School Stability: 
Prioritizing School of Origin

• Length of stay in temporary 
housing
• Duration of shelter or transitional 

housing placement

• Academic focus
• Success, progress, and 

challenges

• Social and emotional connections 
to staff and peers

• Extra-curricular participation and 
interests

• Special Education assessments or 
evaluations (including AzEIP and 
other early childhood education 
evaluations).

• Honoring feeder school patterns:
• Preschool to Elementary
• Junior High to High School

• High School Students may experience:
• Differences in credit requirements 

between LEAs
• Impact of credit accrual based on 

academic instruction time missed

• Online school enrollment applies to 
school of origin if a student moves 
across state lines.

• Open enrollment schools become the 
student’s school of origin. If the student 
continues to experience homelessness 
the open enrollment school must be 
honored.

The school 
enrollment 

determination is 
based on student-
centered factors 
and in alignment 

with the best 
interest 

determination 
requirements.



Re-Eligibility Review Requirements
Reminders to Ensure Programmatic Sustainability & Statutory 
Compliance

• LEA policies that create barriers to re-eligibility is a violation of the 
McKinney-Vento Act.
• Ineligibility due to not having a change in housing, additional 

move, or loss of housing since the last school year
• A one-size-fits-all approach is not within the scope of the 

eligibility determination process. 

• LEA practices should take into account that families may remain 
in doubled-up situations for months or even years.

• Each family’s situation must be evaluated on an individual basis.

• McKinney-Vento Homeless Liaisons are required to collaborate 
with local shelters, transitional, and other housing programs to 
streamline the identification process. All resources can be found on the 

Arizona HEP website!

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/08/Re-Eligibility%20Determination%20Guidance%20%26%20Resources.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/homeless/guidance-sample-documents-mckinney-vento-homeless-liaisons
https://www.azed.gov/homeless/guidance-sample-documents-mckinney-vento-homeless-liaisons


Identification and Eligibility 
• Arizona Student Residency 

Questionnaire
• Educational Rights of  Homeless 

Children and Youths
• Identification Process Guidance & 

Resources
• Unaccompanied Homeless Youth 

Identification Process Guidance & 
Resources

• Identification & Eligibility Interview 
Questions & Checklist

• Best Interest Determination (BID) for 
School Placement

• Written Notification of McKinney-
Vento Eligibility DecisionAll resources can be found on the 

Arizona HEP website!

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/01/Arizona%20Student%20Residency%20Questionnaire.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/01/Arizona%20Student%20Residency%20Questionnaire.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/01/Arizona%20Student%20Residency%20Questionnaire.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/01/Arizona%20Student%20Residency%20Questionnaire.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/01/Arizona%20Student%20Residency%20Questionnaire.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/01/Arizona%20Student%20Residency%20Questionnaire.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/01/Identification%20Process%20Guidance%20%26%20Resources.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/01/Identification%20Process%20Guidance%20%26%20Resources.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/01/Identification%20Process%20Guidance%20%26%20Resources.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2025/10/Unaccompanied%20Homeless%20Youth%20Identification%20Process%20Guidance%20%26%20Resources.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2025/10/Unaccompanied%20Homeless%20Youth%20Identification%20Process%20Guidance%20%26%20Resources.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2025/10/Unaccompanied%20Homeless%20Youth%20Identification%20Process%20Guidance%20%26%20Resources.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2025/10/Unaccompanied%20Homeless%20Youth%20Identification%20Process%20Guidance%20%26%20Resources.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/02/ADE%20Identification%2C%20Eligibility%2C%20%26%20Assessment%20of%20Need%20Interview%20Tool.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/02/ADE%20Identification%2C%20Eligibility%2C%20%26%20Assessment%20of%20Need%20Interview%20Tool.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/02/ADE%20Identification%2C%20Eligibility%2C%20%26%20Assessment%20of%20Need%20Interview%20Tool.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/01/ADE%20Best%20Interest%20Determination%20Sample%20Form%20Revised%2012_5_22.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/01/ADE%20Best%20Interest%20Determination%20Sample%20Form%20Revised%2012_5_22.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/01/ADE%20Best%20Interest%20Determination%20Sample%20Form%20Revised%2012_5_22.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/02/ADE%20Written%20Notification%20of%20Eligibility_School%20Placement%20Determination.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/02/ADE%20Written%20Notification%20of%20Eligibility_School%20Placement%20Determination.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/02/ADE%20Written%20Notification%20of%20Eligibility_School%20Placement%20Determination.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/02/ADE%20Written%20Notification%20of%20Eligibility_School%20Placement%20Determination.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/homeless/guidance-sample-documents-mckinney-vento-homeless-liaisons
https://www.azed.gov/homeless/guidance-sample-documents-mckinney-vento-homeless-liaisons





• As the new school year begins ensure 
• Continue conducting re-eligibility determinations.
• Begin conducting eligibility determinations for new 

enrollment requests.
• Address transportation needs 

• Intra-district coordination
• Inter-district coordination
• Be mindful of other district school calendars, ensure you have 

transportation readily available to honor their start dates.
• Establish supplement services for HCY 
• Continue conducting ongoing case management. 

EOY Procedures 
August

August Goal:

Continue the 
identification 

process

Establish services 
for identified

26-27 HCY

Liaisons connect every part of the identification process. They conduct outreach for all previous eligible HCY, 
follow up on referrals, gather key details, and use interview tools to understand the student’s situation. 

Then they apply their training to determine eligibility, provide written notice, coordinate necessary supports 
and maintain accurate data.



EOY Procedures At-a-Glance

April

1) Summer school planning for
   25-26 HCY
2) Distribute the Local 
Comprehensive Needs Assessment 
(LCNA)

May

1) Confirm summer school 
participation and coordinate 
transportation
2) Distribute the End of Year 
Notification Letter

June

1) Case management follow up with
25-26 SY HCY
2) Outreach, coordination, training 
with CBOs and housing partners
3)  Complete programmatic and data 
reporting requirements

July

1) July 1st Prioritize re-eligibility 
determinations for HCY identified in 
the 25-26 SY
2) Conduct identification process for 
new SRQs and referrals for the 26-27 
SY

August

1) Continue the identification process

2) Establish services for identified
26-27 HCY



Managing the 
Work 

Successfully

• Yearly Calendar of Events

• Liaison Capacity

• Summer Requirements 

• Designating Someone for Summer 



Example Monthly Calendar of Events for 
McKinney-Vento Homeless Liaisons

Arizona McKinney-Vento Homeless Liaisons Calendar of 
Events Highlights:

•August:
• Re-eligibility determinations for previously identified 

students
• Review new request for eligibility
• Establish services, including transportation
• Attend ADE HEP Professional Learning
• Bi-weekly data integrity checks and monthly uploads 

to AzEDS 

•September:
• Ongoing eligibility determinations
• Confirm ADE HEP contact list details
• Provide annual staff training and specialized training 
• Attend ADE HEP Professional Learning
• Bi-weekly data integrity checks and monthly uploads 

to AzEDS 



Yearly Calendar of Events 
for McKinney-Vento Homeless Liaisons

SchoolHouse Connection Resource:

McKinney-Vento School Year Calendar of Events
• On going eligibility 

determinations
• Attend monthly ADE 

HEP administered 
professional learning

• Provide CBO training, 
including shelters, 
and other housing 
programs

• Arrange meetings 
with other McKinney-
Vento Homeless 
Liaisons to ensure 
protocols are 

established for shared 
transportation.

• NAEHCY Annual 
Conference 

• Data  
• Bi-weekly data 

integrity checks 
• Monthly uploads 

to AzEDS 
• June 30th 

deadline 
• Summer School 

Planning 
• End of Year Processes 

Programmatic Events

https://docs.google.com/document/d/19g5_BQ9ontXKoY_GoXWCr_xhYd48zMWeMXP4V7nerp4/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19g5_BQ9ontXKoY_GoXWCr_xhYd48zMWeMXP4V7nerp4/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19g5_BQ9ontXKoY_GoXWCr_xhYd48zMWeMXP4V7nerp4/edit


‘‘The local educational agencies will designate 
an appropriate staff person, able to carry out 
the duties described in paragraph (6)(A), who 
may also be a coordinator for other Federal 
programs, as a local educational agency 
liaison for homeless children and youths..”
42 U.S.C. § 11432 (g)(1)(J)(ii)

Liaison Capacity

https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim


Assessing the 
Capacity of 

the McKinney-
Vento 

Homeless 
Liaison

SchoolHouse Connection 
Resource:

Assessing the Capacity of 
LEA McKinney-Vento 

Liaisons 

https://schoolhouseconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/liaisoncapacityassessmentFINAL.pdf
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/liaisoncapacityassessmentFINAL.pdf
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/liaisoncapacityassessmentFINAL.pdf
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/liaisoncapacityassessmentFINAL.pdf
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/liaisoncapacityassessmentFINAL.pdf
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/liaisoncapacityassessmentFINAL.pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/schoolhouseconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/imported-files/liaisoncapacityassessmentFINAL.pdf


Utilizing the 
LCNA and 

Education of 
Homeless 

Children and 
Youth (EHCY) 

Grant 
Opportunity

• HEP Local Comprehensive Needs 

Assessment (LCNA)

• Education of Homeless Children and 

Youth (EHCY) Grant 

•Purpose

•FY27 Competition Timeline

•Resources 



HEP Local Comprehensive Needs 
Assessment (LCNA) 

Ensures LEAs 
capture the 

needs of HCY 

Leads to 
actionable HEP 

planning

Improves HEP 
programs

Improves 
services

Provides 
organizational 

structure

Sets criteria for 
funding 

allocations

Arizona Liaisons 
are required to 

administer 
yearly

Requirement in 
HEP Monitoring

All resources can be found on the 
Arizona HEP website!

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/04/ADE%20HEP%20Sample%20Local%20Comprehensive%20Needs%20Assessment.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/04/ADE%20HEP%20Sample%20Local%20Comprehensive%20Needs%20Assessment.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/homeless/guidance-sample-documents-mckinney-vento-homeless-liaisons
https://www.azed.gov/homeless/guidance-sample-documents-mckinney-vento-homeless-liaisons


LEA General 
Funds

Education for 
Homeless 

Children and 
Youth (EHCY) 

Funds

ESEA Title I, Part A 
Set-Aside Funds

Homeless 
Education 
Program  
Funding 

Resources



Main 
Provisions

EHCY 
Grant 
Funds

Remove barriers for children & 
youth experiencing 

homelessness to ensure equal 
access to the same free, 

appropriate public education, 
including a public preschool 

education, as provided to other 
children & youth

McKinney-Vento Homeless 
Assistance Act

Purpose
• Access to all activities
• Academic supports
• Extracurricular activities
• Identification & immediate 

enrollment
• School stability 

and educational success
• Transportation

• Supplement services

• Eliminate barriers for 
children and youth 
experiencing homelessness:
o Identification
o Immediate enrollment
o Attendance
o Academic success



Allowable Uses of EHCY Funds

• Supplement, not supplant

• Eliminate barriers for children & youth 
experiencing homelessness
• Identification
• Immediate enrollment
• Attendance
• Academic success

• 16 Allowable Uses
• Outreach and identification
• Immediate enrollment
• School stability
• Transportation
• Educational & wrap-around services 

Education for 
Homeless 
Children and 
Youth (EHCY) 
Grant 
Opportunity

Application 
Window Now 

Open!



Education for Homeless Children and Youth (EHCY) 
Grant Opportunity 
Application Window Now Open!

April 1, 2026
FY27 EHCY 
grant opens

June. 26, 2026
Reviews completed and 

feedback sent to 
applicants

Director Approval-Sept.30, 2027
Subgrantees submit regular and timely 

reimbursement requests

June 1, 2026
FY27 EHCY grant closes

July 1, 2026
FY26 EHCY project period begins & 

substantial approval deadline

Sept.30, 2027
FY27 EHCY grant project 

period ends



Resources

EHCY Grant Website
• FY27 EHCY Grant Documents

• Program Information & Instructions
• EHCY Assurances
• Funding Formula
• Program Narrative Questions
• EHCY Year I Grant Application Evaluation 
Scoresheet & Checklist

• Related Documents
◦ Collaboration with Community Based 

Organizations

• Use of Funding Tipsheet
• Informational Webinar
• Budget Coding Cheat Sheet & More!

https://www.azed.gov/homeless/education-homeless-children-youth-ehcy-grant-information-and-resources


Post-Assessment

Let’s test your knowledge.



Post-Assessment
1. True or False? It is the responsibility of the McKinney-Vento Homeless 

Liaison to ensure that previously identified homeless children and youth 
are re-evaluated in a new school year and identified and supported for 
the duration of homelessness. 

2. Eligibility determinations for the new school year… (Select all that apply.)​
3. What is the final date that Homeless Education Program data can be 

updated for accurate reporting in AzEDS?​
4. True or False? HCY can only attend summer school programming if they 

can obtain their own transportation to the school where the program 
will be held.



Post-Assessment Results
1. True or False? It is the responsibility of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Liaison to ensure 

that previously identified homeless children and youth are re-evaluated in a new school 
year and identified and supported for the duration of homelessness. 
 True

2. Eligibility determinations for the new school year… (Select all that apply.)
a) Must not be made until the Liaison returns from summer break 

b) Can be made by an appointed individual acting in the capacity of the Liaison during the 
summer months 

c) Are made immediately after the last day of the current school year 

d) Are made beginning July 1st 



Post-Assessment Results
3. What is the final date that Homeless Education Program data can be 

updated for accurate reporting in AzEDS?​
a) The last day of school

b) June 30th

c) July 1st

4. True or False? HCY can only attend summer school programming if they 
can obtain their own transportation to the school where the program 
will be held.
 False



Closing & Next Steps



Feedback Survey & Certificates

Feedback survey
• Will only populate once you click “Leave Meeting” 
• Must complete to receive a professional learning certificate of 

participation

Recording and slides
• HEP website



Technical 
Assistance

Arizona Department of Education
Homeless Education Program
(602)542-4963​
homeless@azed.gov 

mailto:homeless@azed.gov


Optional Office Hours
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