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Each reading program will be scored using a rubric. A response must meet all the criteria in each scored area 
to be included on the K-3 MOWR vetted reading program list. Peer Review will be noted but does not disqualify 
overall approval. 

 

Study: Effectiveness of the Superkids Reading Program in Pawtucket Public Schools Final Report on First 
Year Results  

Date of Study: December 21, 2012 

Grade Levels of Study: K-2 

Core Program’s Marketed Name: Zaner Bloser SuperKids 

 Rating or Measure 

Select: Y or N 

Rationale 

 

ESSA Evidence Tier Y Tier 2 

Independent Researchers (Y/N) Y Kenneth Wong and Megan Boben 

Established Measure (Y/N) Y DIBELS 

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2026/02/Effectiveness%20of%20the%20Superkids%20Reading%20Program_Pawtucket%20Study.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2026/02/Effectiveness%20of%20the%20Superkids%20Reading%20Program_Pawtucket%20Study.pdf
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Sample Size Y 

 

Research Design Y Regression analysis using a 3-level, cross-level 
hierarchical linear model (HLM) to account for the 
longitudinal nature of the test (level 1), individual 
student differences (level 2) and individual teacher 
differences (level 3)  

Outcome Y Our research clearly shows that Pawtucket students 
who went through the Superkids reading program 
outperformed their peers who did not receive the 
program in the previous year in Pawtucket as well as 
their peers in Providence public schools. Superkids also 
benefited minority students in reading improvement in 
Pawtucket. Appendix B has a summary of results of all 
the subtests listed in Table 4. A separate technical 
report provides the details on the statistical analysis on 
all the findings on reading effectiveness.  
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Statistical Significance Y- However, some 
specific subtests 
did not show 
statistical 
significance. 

 

 

 

*Effect Size N/A  

*Peer Review (Y/N) N/A  

 

 

MOWR Review Committee finding: 
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-Will be added to the MOWR Core Reading Program List for two years as the study is 13 years old. 

-Research is 13 years old. At 15 years, it will no longer be considered for review. 

-The following DIBELS subtests showed no statistically significant results: 

K composite (Pawtucket/Providence comparison) 

K FSF (Pawtucket comparison) 

K LNF (Pawtucket comparison) 

1st ORF WCPM (Pawtucket comparison) 

 


