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Housekeeping Items
• If you have questions throughout today’s session, please share them in the following ways:

• Enter simple questions into the Q&A feature or type them into the chat. 

• Email FosterCare@azed.gov with any LEA-specific questions.

• Today’s session is being recorded. The recording and presentation slides will be made 

available to attendees after the training. 

• All resources referenced in this training as well as the recording and presentation slides will 

be shared following the session on the Arizona Foster Care Education Program website.

• AI note-taking and other tools are not permitted in ADE sessions. 

mailto:FosterCare@azed.gov
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Renz Narciso
Statewide Education Specialist

Role & Responsibilities
As a DCS Education Specialist, Renz supports youth in foster care and DCS 
staff in navigating the education system and accessing resources that 
promote educational stability and success. She provides consultation, 
training, and technical assistance related to school stability, educational 
rights, postsecondary planning, and available academic resources and 
opportunities. She also collaborates with schools, caregivers, DCS staff, and 
community partners to help address educational barriers and ensure 
youth are supported in reaching their educational goals.

Grounding Purpose
Renz’s grounding purpose is to help young people feel seen, supported, 
and empowered in their educational journey. She believes education can 
create opportunity, strengthen stability, and open doors to a young 
person’s goals and future.



Daniel Dominguez
Statewide Education Specialist

Role & Responsibilities
As a DCS Education Specialist, Danny supports youth in foster care and DCS 
staff in navigating the education system and accessing resources that 
promote educational stability and success. He provides consultation, 
training, and technical assistance related to school stability, educational 
rights, postsecondary planning, and available academic resources and 
opportunities. He also collaborates with schools, caregivers, DCS staff, and 
community partners to help address educational barriers and ensure youth 
are supported in reaching their educational goals.
Grounding Purpose

My experiences in the military, as a public-school teacher, and in my current 
position have taught me that education isn't just about academics; it's about 
building resilience, safety, and hope. I find my purpose in equipping the 
children and families we serve with the tools, knowledge, and support they 
need to succeed in life.



McKay Smith
Mesa Public Schools, Foster Care POC

Role & Responsibilities

As the McKinney-Vento and Foster Care Liaison for Mesa 
Public Schools, I work dedicatedly to ensure students 
experiencing housing instability or navigating the foster care 
system have equal access to quality education. My days are 
spent coordinating Best Interest Determination (BID) 
meetings, managing our homeless education support 
programs, and collaborating with families, schools, and 
community partners to remove barriers to student success.

Grounding Purpose

Ultimately, my mission is to provide every student with a safe, 
stable foundation so they can thrive academically, socially, and 
emotionally.



Mission 
Statements

Arizona Department of Education
The Arizona Department of Education is a service 

organization committed to raising academic outcomes 
and empowering parents.

Arizona Foster Care Education Program
The mission of the Arizona Foster Care Education Program 
is to ensure educational stability for students in foster care, 
with particular emphasis on collaboration between SEAs, 
LEAs, and child welfare agencies so students in foster care 
have the opportunity to achieve at the same high levels as 

their peers (20 U.S.C. §6312 (c)(5)). 

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2017/01/Foster%20Statute.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2017/01/Foster%20Statute.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2017/01/Foster%20Statute.pdf
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Objective
Attendees will…
• Understand the responsibilities of Local Education Agency 

Foster Care Points of Contact and child welfare agencies to 
prepare for and participate in best interest determination 
processes to ensure educational stability for students in 
foster care; and

• Recognize the impact that proactive collaboration and 
development of written procedures can have on ensuring 
educational stability measures are upheld for students in 
foster care. 



Agenda

• Pre-Assessment

• The Impact of School Stability

• Preparing for Collaboration with Child Welfare Agencies

• Best Interest Determination Process

• Post-Assessment

• Resources and Contact Information



Pre-Assessment

Let’s Begin!



Pre-Assessment
1. In which scenarios are local education agencies and child welfare agencies required to 

conduct a best interest determination process?

2. True or False? The Local Education Agency Foster Care Point of Contact of the school of 

origin and of the new school are both required to attend and participate in the best interest 

determination process.

3. Within how many days of a student entering foster care or experiencing a change of foster 

care placement must the best interest determination process be finalized?

4. How can local education agencies and child welfare agencies collaborate to ensure the best 

interest determination is a student-factored and context specific decision?



Common Acronyms
• SEA – state education agency

• ADE – Arizona Department of Education

• FCEP – Arizona Foster Care Education 

Program

• LEA – local education agency

• CWA – child welfare agency

• DCS – Arizona Department of Child Safety

• BID – best interest determination

• SOO – school of origin

• IEP – Individualized Education Plan

• YAP - Young Adult Program 

• EFC - Extended Foster Care



Today’s Session



The Impact of 
School 

Stability

• Core Components of Educational Stability 

for Students in Foster Care

• Federal and State Statutory Requirements for 

Best Interest Determination Processes

•The Importance of Educational Stability

•2025 BID Outcome Data



Previous Professional Learning
Materials from last month’s professional learning session are now 
available on the Arizona Foster Care Education Program website. 

This session provides information on key requirements such as:

• The Impact of Experience in Foster Care

• Responsibilities of Arizona LEA Foster Care Points of Contact

• LEA collaboration with child welfare agencies

• School stability through the best interest determination (BID) 
process

• School of origin transportation

• Immediate enrollment and records transfer

• Funding services for students in foster care

• Accurate data collection and reporting

In case you missed it…

https://www.azed.gov/homelessfostercarerefugee/welcome-foster-care


Core Components of Educational Stability 
for Students in Foster Care
• Under ESEA and Arizona Revised Statute, key provisions for 
students in foster care include:

• Child welfare agency and education agency points of contact

• Educational stability and educational success through the best 
interest determination (BID) process

• Transportation to the school of origin

• Immediate enrollment in a new school

• Collaboration across agencies



(20 U.S.C. § 6311(g)(1)(E)).

“…ensure the educational stability 
of children in foster care, including 
assurances that— ‘‘(i) any such 
child enrolls or remains in such 
child’s school of origin, unless a 
determination is made that it is not 
in such child’s best interest to 
attend the school of origin, which 
decision shall be based on all 
factors relating to the child’s best 
interest…” 

(20 U.S.C. § 6311(g)(1)(E)).

Elementary and 
Secondary 

Education Act

Educational Stability

https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?hl=false&edition=prelim&req=granuleid%3AUSC-prelim-title20-section6311&num=0&saved=%7CZ3JhbnVsZWlkOlVTQy0yMDAwLXRpdGxlMjAtc2VjdGlvbjYzMTI%3D%7C%7C%7C0%7Cfalse%7C2000
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?hl=false&edition=prelim&req=granuleid%3AUSC-prelim-title20-section6311&num=0&saved=%7CZ3JhbnVsZWlkOlVTQy0yMDAwLXRpdGxlMjAtc2VjdGlvbjYzMTI%3D%7C%7C%7C0%7Cfalse%7C2000


(A.R.S. § 8-530.04(A))

“Within five days after a child 
enters foster care or if a child's 
placement changes, the child, if 
appropriate, the child's caseworker, 
the child's parent, guardian, 
custodian, caregiver or foster 
parent and representatives from 
the local education agency or the 
child's school of origin shall 
determine if it is in the child's 
best interest to remain in the 
child's school of origin.”

(A.R.S. § 8-530.04(A))

Arizona Revised 
Statute

Best Interest 
Determination

https://www.azleg.gov/ars/8/00530-04.htm


Educational Stability

Home/Initial Foster 
Care Placement

Initial/New Foster 
Care Placement

School of Origin                    New School

A student enters foster care
– OR – 

there is a change in foster 
care placement.

“Parties to the BID process must presume that remaining in the school of origin is in 
the student’s best interest…”, ED and HHS Joint Non-Regulatory Guidance, 2024

https://www.ed.gov/media/document/non-regulatory-guidance-ensuring-educational-stability-and-success-students-foster-care-november-15-2024-108448.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/non-regulatory-guidance-ensuring-educational-stability-and-success-students-foster-care-november-15-2024-108448.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/non-regulatory-guidance-ensuring-educational-stability-and-success-students-foster-care-november-15-2024-108448.pdf


(20 U.S.C. § 6311(g)(1)(E)).

Non-Regulatory Guidance on Ensuring

Educational Stability for Students in Foster

Care, 2024

“A best interest determination 
(BID) is a process through which 
educational agencies and child 
welfare agencies partner with 
important people in a student’s 
life to determine whether it is in a 
student’s best interest to remain 
at their school of origin or change 
schools (20 U.S.C. § 6311(g)(1)(E)).”

Non-Regulatory Guidance on Ensuring 
Educational Stability for Students in Foster 
Care, 2024

Elementary and 
Secondary 

Education Act

Best Interest 
Determination

https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?hl=false&edition=prelim&req=granuleid%3AUSC-prelim-title20-section6311&num=0&saved=%7CZ3JhbnVsZWlkOlVTQy0yMDAwLXRpdGxlMjAtc2VjdGlvbjYzMTI%3D%7C%7C%7C0%7Cfalse%7C2000
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/non-regulatory-guidance-ensuring-educational-stability-and-success-students-foster-care-november-15-2024-108448.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/non-regulatory-guidance-ensuring-educational-stability-and-success-students-foster-care-november-15-2024-108448.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/non-regulatory-guidance-ensuring-educational-stability-and-success-students-foster-care-november-15-2024-108448.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/non-regulatory-guidance-ensuring-educational-stability-and-success-students-foster-care-november-15-2024-108448.pdf


Non-Regulatory Guidance on

Ensuring Educational Stability for

Students in Foster Care, 2024

“Parties to the BID process must 
presume that remaining in the 
school of origin is in the student’s 
best interest, unless the BID 
suggests that attending another 
school, including any public 
school the student has attended 
previously, is in the student’s best 
interest.”

Non-Regulatory Guidance on 
Ensuring Educational Stability for 
Students in Foster Care, 2024

Elementary and 
Secondary 

Education Act

Educational Stability

https://www.ed.gov/media/document/non-regulatory-guidance-ensuring-educational-stability-and-success-students-foster-care-november-15-2024-108448.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/non-regulatory-guidance-ensuring-educational-stability-and-success-students-foster-care-november-15-2024-108448.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/non-regulatory-guidance-ensuring-educational-stability-and-success-students-foster-care-november-15-2024-108448.pdf


Share Your Knowledge

Why is educational stability an important protection for 

students in foster care?

Type your 
answer in 
the chat!



Why is this important?

Youth in foster care may experience multiple changes to their living 
arrangement during their time in foster care. On average, children in 
foster care move 1 to 2 times per year. Multiple changes in a child’s 
foster care living arrangement often result in changes to the school 
they attend.  

(Northwest Foster Care Alumni Study, 2005)



When a Child Moves Schools

Children who are in foster care for multiple years and those who exit 
foster care to adulthood experience more adverse outcomes, including 
loss or lack of:

• Connections to supportive adults

• Friendships

• Class credits

• Education services (in some instances)

• Involvement in extra-curricular/enrichment activities (i.e. school 
band, clubs, sports)



2025 BID Outcome Data 
Arizona Department of Child Safety



2025 BID Outcome Data
Arizona Department of Child Safety

Total Initial Entries: 1,265

27% maintained enrollment at their 
school of origin

Total Placement Changes: 1,366

14% maintained enrollment at their 
school of origin



Why are best interest determination processes not being conducted?
• Child placed far away from school of origin, such as out of state

• Child welfare agency task incomplete

• Local education agency non-responsive or denied request to meet

• Child is in voluntary 90-day or congregate care placement

• Child is moved to a new placement in the same local education agency

• Child has turned 18 and has transitioned to Extended Foster Care (EFC) as a young adult

• Child’s caregiver moves with the child

• Misconception about who is responsible for initiating and participating in process

2025 BID Outcome Data
Arizona Department of Child Safety

In each of these situations, a best interest determination process is still required to ensure access 
to educational stability through maintained enrollment or supported transition to a new school!



Share Your Knowledge

Take a moment to reflect of the BID outcome data.

What factors are within our control to improve school stability 

outcomes for students in foster care? 

Type your 
answer in 
the chat!



Preparing for 
Collaboration 

with Child 
Welfare 

Agencies

• Preparing to Collaborate with CWAs

•Local Education Agency Foster Care Points of 

Contact

•Written Procedures & Data Tracking

•Mesa Public Schools: Internal Tracking System

•School of Origin Transportation Shared 

Procedures



Non-Regulatory Guidance on

Ensuring Educational Stability for

Students in Foster Care, 2024

“LEAs must collaborate with child 
welfare agencies…strong 
coordination and collaboration, 
along with procedures and 
policies that reflect this 
collaboration, improve the 
educational outcomes of students 
in foster care.” 

Non-Regulatory Guidance on 
Ensuring Educational Stability for 
Students in Foster Care, 2024

Elementary and 
Secondary 

Education Act

Collaboration 

https://www.ed.gov/media/document/non-regulatory-guidance-ensuring-educational-stability-and-success-students-foster-care-november-15-2024-108448.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/non-regulatory-guidance-ensuring-educational-stability-and-success-students-foster-care-november-15-2024-108448.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/non-regulatory-guidance-ensuring-educational-stability-and-success-students-foster-care-november-15-2024-108448.pdf


Non-Regulatory Guidance on Ensuring

Educational Stability for Students in Foster

Care, 2024

“LEAs and child welfare agencies are 
encouraged to: 
Develop a routine for ongoing cross-
agency collaboration to implement 
educational stability provisions; 
Establish criteria to be used in decision-
making processes; and
Facilitate cross-systems training and 
technical assistance opportunities.” 
Non-Regulatory Guidance on Ensuring 
Educational Stability for Students in Foster 
Care, 2024

Elementary and 
Secondary 

Education Act

Collaboration 

https://www.ed.gov/media/document/non-regulatory-guidance-ensuring-educational-stability-and-success-students-foster-care-november-15-2024-108448.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/non-regulatory-guidance-ensuring-educational-stability-and-success-students-foster-care-november-15-2024-108448.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/non-regulatory-guidance-ensuring-educational-stability-and-success-students-foster-care-november-15-2024-108448.pdf


Preparing to Collaborate with CWAs
Local Education Agency Foster Care Points of Contact

Local Education Agency Foster Care 
Point of Contact Role and Responsibilities 

Guidance Document

• New guidance document, coming soon!

• Guidance includes:
• Federal and state requirements

• Local Education Agency Foster Care Point of 
Contact contact information details and 
requirements

• Process for updating Local Education Agency 
Foster Care Point of Contact contact information Find guidance and resources on the Arizona 

Foster Care Education Program webpage.

https://www.azed.gov/homelessfostercarerefugee/welcome-foster-care
https://www.azed.gov/homelessfostercarerefugee/welcome-foster-care


Preparing to Collaborate with CWAs
Local Education Agency Foster Care Points of Contact
• LEAs must ensure the LEA POC is available and prepared to meaningfully and consistently 

participate in all federal and state school stability measures and in collaboration with child 
welfare agencies for students in foster care in a timely manner during the school year, during 
school breaks, and throughout the summer months (20 U.S.C. §6312(c)(5); A.R.S. §8-530.04).

• LEAs are responsible for ensuring adherence to school stability requirements and timelines for 
students in foster care throughout the calendar year, even when the designated LEA POC is 
unavailable during school breaks, summer months, leave, or other reason leading to their 
absence. 

• LEA POC and responsible personnel must have the knowledge and capacity to conduct 
procedures for:

• best interest determination processes; 
• transportation arrangement and cost-sharing; 

• immediate enrollment procedures; and 

• Other local procedures to ensure educational stability for students in foster care. 



Preparing to Collaborate with CWAs
Written Procedures & Data Tracking
• Collaborate proactively with child welfare agencies to establish clear written procedures for: 

• Newly enrolling students in foster care
• Enrolled student entry into foster care or changes in placement
• Preparation for, participation in, and follow-up after best interest determination processes
• Arrangement of transportation to the child’s school of origin including cost-sharing protocol
• Continued collaborative support for students in foster care to address academic, 

transportation, or other needs

• Develop an internal tracking system to keep record of services for students in foster care, such 
as:
• Best interest determination details: timeline, preparational elements, outcome
• Transportation details
• Case notes
• Academic and related services: IEP or 504 Plan, EL, extra-curricular involvement, graduation 

plan, etc.



Mesa Public Schools
BID  & DATA TRACKING PROCESS 



Overview



Student Information

-Column A) It is vital to 

have as much 

information as possible 

for the student

-Column B) It is also 

important to have the 

correct school of origin 

on the BID meeting

-AzEDS Identity search 

can be very helpful



Meeting/Discussion 
Scheduling

Per Arizona state law, BID meetings 
must be completed within 5 days.

“Requires, within five days after entering 

foster care or changing placement, the 

child (if appropriate), the child's 

caseworker, the child's parent, guardian, 

custodian, caregiver or foster parent and 

representatives from the local education 

agency (LEA) or child's school of origin to 

determine if it is in the child's best interest 

to remain in their school of origin.”



Steps 
Before 
Meeting



Steps After the Meeting



Data

25-26
23%

24-25
22%

23-24
17%

22-23
17%



Ideas for 
Further 

Data

Reason for NOT 
maintaining school of 

origin 

Number of total 
school moves for 

student

Number of students 
enrolling with credit 

deficiencies 

Chronic 
absenteeism

Graduation rates
School of origin 

transportation (rate, 
cost, etc.)

How long it takes 
for full enrollment 
and attendance

Educational 
discontinuity (length 

of school missed 
due to placement)



(20 U.S.C. § 6312(c)(5)(B))

Each LEA shall…“collaborate with 
child welfare agencies to…develop 
and implement clear written 
procedures governing how 
transportation to maintain 
children in foster care in their 
school of origin when in their best 
interest will be provided, 
arranged, and funded for the 
duration of the time in foster 
care…”

(20 U.S.C. § 6312(c)(5)(B))

Elementary and 
Secondary 

Education Act

Transportation

https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?hl=false&edition=prelim&req=granuleid%3AUSC-prelim-title20-section6312&num=0&saved=%7CZ3JhbnVsZWlkOlVTQy0yMDAwLXRpdGxlMjAtc2VjdGlvbjYzMTI%3D%7C%7C%7C0%7Cfalse%7C2000


(A.R.S. § 8-530.04(C))

“The department and educational 
agency shall jointly ensure that a 
child receives transportation to 
the educational institution 
determined to be in the child's 
best interest…and enter into 
necessary information sharing, 
data sharing and financial 
agreements.”

(A.R.S. § 8-530.04(C))

Arizona Revised 
Statute

Transportation

https://www.azleg.gov/ars/8/00530-04.htm


School of Origin Transportation 
Shared Procedures

Arranged

Funded

Provided

• Age and 
developmentally 
appropriate

• In a variety of 
modes

• For the duration of 
time in foster care

• Cost-effective manner
• Additional cost sharing agreement

• In coordination with the child 
welfare agency

• Promptly; within three days of 
the completion of the BID

• For school, extra-curricular, and 
summer program attendance

• Across boundary, county, and 
state lines

Clear, written LEA procedures 
must be developed in 

collaboration with child 
welfare agencies.



The sample Foster Care Transportation Procedure 
Document is designed to support local education 
agencies and child welfare agencies with the 
development of plan to provide transportation for 
a student in foster care in a timely and cost-
effective manner. Elements include:

• Transportation modes utilized and available

• Student details, age, and other safety 
considerations

• Student transportation needs 

• Student living arrangement considerations

• Final transportation agreement

School of Origin Transportation 
Shared Procedures

Find guidance and resources on the Arizona 
Foster Care Education Program webpage.

https://www.azed.gov/homelessfostercarerefugee/welcome-foster-care
https://www.azed.gov/homelessfostercarerefugee/welcome-foster-care


Share Your Knowledge

What procedures, tools, or practices does your LEA already 

have in place that enhance support for students in foster care?

Type your 
answer in 
the chat!



Best Interest 
Determination 

Process

• Best Interest Determination Process

•Deeper Understanding

•Timeline

• Before, During, & After the BID with Arizona DCS

•Preparation

•Transportation

•Immediate Enrollment

•Transfer Credits

•Student Success Meeting



Best Interest Determination Process

The BID is a process, not a meeting. While a meeting is an element of the BID process, 
LEAs and CWAs must ensure steps are taken before, during, and after to ensure 
responsible decision-making for students in foster care. 

• Be prepared with procedures to collaborate before a BID process is needed

• Gather all available information, stakeholders, and perspectives before a meeting

• Engage and participate actively, considering all factors impacting the student

• Be prepared to implement follow-up steps and supports depending on the outcome

• Actively follow-up, when needed

“A BID is a process through which educational agencies and child welfare agencies partner with 
important people in a student’s life to determine whether it is in a student’s best interest to remain 
at their school of origin or change schools.”, ED and HHS Joint Non-Regulatory Guidance, 2024

https://www.ed.gov/media/document/non-regulatory-guidance-ensuring-educational-stability-and-success-students-foster-care-november-15-2024-108448.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/non-regulatory-guidance-ensuring-educational-stability-and-success-students-foster-care-november-15-2024-108448.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/non-regulatory-guidance-ensuring-educational-stability-and-success-students-foster-care-november-15-2024-108448.pdf


Best Interest 
Determination 

Process

Who?

• LEA POC at school of origin 
attendance is required

• CWA POC is required
• Teachers, school leaders, 

coaches, counselors and 
other individuals actively 
engaging with the student

• LEA POC at new school 
attendance is optional

What?

• Student and family 
preference

• Connection to community: 
staff and peers

• Extracurricular 
involvement

• Services to meet student’s 
needs

• History of school changes

How?
• “Student-centered and 

context-specific”
• Presume that remaining in 

the school of origin is in the 
student’s best interest.

• Children and youth must 
remain in their school of 
origin for the duration of the 
best interest determination 
process, with transportation, 
if needed. 

When?

• In Arizona, the best interest 
determination must take 
place within five (5) days of 
a student’s placement in 
foster care or change in 
placement.



When is a BID needed? 

The BID process should occur when a child physically changes from one 
foster placement to another. 

A BID process does not need to happen when a child reunifies (or is in a 
transition plan) with a parent/legal guardian. 



Best Interest Determinations Continued

A BID process is not necessary when a child is changing schools for any 
reason other than an initial placement in foster care or a placement change. 

• Example 1: A child is transitioning to online schooling for the 2025-2026 
school year for credit recovery. 

• Example 2: A BID process is not necessary when a child is changing schools 
at the end of the school year. 

It would be in the best interest of the child to hold a student success 
meeting.



Understanding the Best Interest 
Determination Process
• If a student has not entered foster care, experienced a change, or is anticipating a 

change in foster care placement, a best interest determination process will not be 
conducted.

• LEAs may collaborate with stakeholders and the child welfare agency to assess a 
student’s academic and social wellbeing at any point in their enrollment. However, this 
collaboration is not considered a formal BID process, and is not held to the same 
federal and state requirements. 

• The LEA Foster Care Point of Contact of the school of origin must participate in the 
BID process. The LEA Foster Care Point of Contact of the new school is not a required 
participant, and their absence may not delay the BID process. 

• The BID process shall not replace formal IEP or 504 evaluation or review meetings.
• LEAs should not conduct separate meetings to make a final determination of what will 

be in the student’s best interest before meeting with the child welfare agency specialist 
overseeing the BID process. 



Best Interest Determination 
Process Timeline

Before a BID Meeting
Begins 5-day Timeframe

Student enters 
foster care or 
experiences a 

change in 
placement.

LEA and CWA are 
both aware and 
communicate 

regarding need 
for a BID.

LEA and CWA 
begin 

preparations for a 
BID discussion.

During a BID Meeting

School of Origin LEA 
and CWA 

participate in BID 
discussion, along 
with additional 
stakeholders. 

BID finalizes in a 
decision and follow-
up planning begins. 

Ends 5-day 
Timeframe

BID Outcome: 
Student Will 

Remain in the 
School of Origin

BID Outcome: 
Student Will 
Enroll in the 
New School

OR



BID Outcome: Student 
Will Enroll in the New 

School

New school 
notified. 

Student is 
immediately 

enrolled. 
2-day 

Timeframe 

Educational 
records request 

is sent to the 
school of origin.

School of origin 
provides 

educational 
records to the 

new school. 

Follow-up to 
ensure student 

success.

Best Interest Determination 
Process Timeline

BID Outcome: Student 
Will Remain in the 

School of Origin

Transportation to 
the school of 

origin is arranged.

Follow-up to 
ensure student 

success.
OR



Before a Best Interest 
Determination Meeting



Requesting a BID Meeting (BID Template)



DCS Specialist Responsibility

Student

Use the BID template for invites.

LEA Foster Care 
Point of 

Contact List



DCS Specialist Sends Invitation

Virtual or in-
person



DCS Specialist Provides Reminder

Send a reminder to all participants the day prior to the meeting.



Individuals with Disabilities Education 
Act (IDEA)

More Information: 
Stefanie Sharkey- 

ESSSurrogateParents@azed.gov

IDEA Parent 
= biological 
or adoptive 

parent

Only IDEA 
parent can 

sign

DCS (legal 
guardian) 

cannot sign 
IEP

Surrogate 
educational 
parent may 
be needed



Surrogate Parents

Assigning Surrogate Parent
Termination of Surrogate 

Appointment

• LEA must make reasonable efforts • Parents become available

• Cannot be DCS, group home, 
school, or other state agency 
employee

• Graduation, exits special education

• Contact Tribal Child Welfare Agency 
for ICWA matters

• Turns 18 or leaves Arizona

• Requested by LEA



Before a Best Interest Determination Meeting
LEA Responsibilities 

LEAs are encouraged to utilize the School of Origin Best Interest 
Determination Preparation Form.

• Designed to support the collection of information for the best 
interest determination meeting. 

• Information collected about the student includes:
• Academic performance

• Connection to the school community (adults and other 
students)

• Extracurricular activities
• Special academic services (IEP, 504 Plan, EL, etc.)

• Graduation plan
• Attendance and discipline background

• LEAs may modify this resources to meet the unique needs of 
their students and community.

Find guidance and resources on the Arizona 
Foster Care Education Program webpage.

https://www.azed.gov/homelessfostercarerefugee/welcome-foster-care
https://www.azed.gov/homelessfostercarerefugee/welcome-foster-care


Before a Best Interest Determination Meeting
LEA Responsibilities – Student Voice 

Students in foster care can struggle with 
advocating for themselves. 

They may need support with:

• Understanding systems

• Understanding a process or 
timeline

• Understanding their rights and 
options

• Knowing how and when to 
advocate for themselves to ask for 
what they need or want

• Feeling confident to advocate for 
themselves

Play Icon 
Vector Art, 
Icons, and 
Graphics for 
Free 

Play Icon 
Vector Art, 
Icons, and 
Graphics for 
Free 

https://youtube.com/shorts/D8gPN_pOmWs?si=5n70hAZvAwnrjiSc
https://youtube.com/shorts/dIrpJ_V2Tn4?si=KXxoGzisEZ4E1bgQ
https://youtube.com/shorts/D8gPN_pOmWs?si=5n70hAZvAwnrjiSc
https://youtube.com/shorts/dIrpJ_V2Tn4?si=KXxoGzisEZ4E1bgQ


Share Your Knowledge

How can Local Education Agency Foster Care Points support 

students in foster care with ensuring they are aware of their 

rights and are empowered to use their voice in the BID 

process?
Type your 
answer in 
the chat!



Non-Regulatory Guidance on

Ensuring Educational Stability for

Students in Foster Care, 2024

“Educational and child welfare 
agencies are encouraged to 
always involve a student in a BID 
process, regardless of the 
student’s age.” 
Non-Regulatory Guidance on 
Ensuring Educational Stability for 
Students in Foster Care, 2024

Elementary and 
Secondary 

Education Act

Best Interest 
Determination 

https://www.ed.gov/media/document/non-regulatory-guidance-ensuring-educational-stability-and-success-students-foster-care-november-15-2024-108448.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/non-regulatory-guidance-ensuring-educational-stability-and-success-students-foster-care-november-15-2024-108448.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/non-regulatory-guidance-ensuring-educational-stability-and-success-students-foster-care-november-15-2024-108448.pdf


Before a Best Interest Determination Meeting
LEA Responsibilities – Student Voice
• Students of all ages can participate in the best interest determination process.

• Ensure developmentally-appropriate involvement. Consider:
• Having a trusted adult, such as a teacher or counselor, talk with the student. 
• Have a conversation with the student before a BID meeting to learn what the student knows 

and to describe the purpose, process, and potential outcomes of a BID. 
• Make efforts to gather and document input from sources and stakeholders that the student 

shares they are connected to, such as a teacher, coach, or school staff. 
• Ensure the student understands their right to have their opinion heard, and that they have a 

right to remain in their school of origin. 
• Determine when and if the student should join the meeting, and when they should leave. 

Letting the adults discuss the logistical and technical elements without the student in the 
room may be more appropriate for some students. 

• Welcome the student into the BID meeting by having attendees introduce themselves, 
describe their role, and the purpose of the meeting. 



During a Best Interest 
Determination Meeting



DCS Policy 

AZ DCS Program Policy Chapter 3, Section 8.4 states, The DCS Specialist 
will complete the Best Interests Determination and Transportation Plan 
with the child, out-of-home caregiver, the LEA, and the 
parent/guardian/custodian, if appropriate, to determine if it is in the 
child’s best interests to change schools.

https://extranet.azdcs.gov/DCSPolicy/Content/Program%20Policy/03%20Case%20Planning%20and%20Services/08%20Education%20and%20Development%20Services/CH3_S08_4%20Education.htm


Go Through Guardian BID Form as a 
Team
• Review the prompt

• Discuss the topic 

• Document responses

• Specify disagreements in the narrative boxes

• Make determination

Continued



Best Interests Determination 
Considerations
• Child safety

• Parents’/caregivers’ wishes

• Distance and child’s travel time to and from school at time of living arrangement 

• Projected duration of out-of-home placement

• The child’s academic, developmental, and socialization needs

• The effect a school change will have on the child's learning

• Potential loss of credits for high school students transferring in the middle of a 
term/semester

• Feasibility of transportation 



During a Best Interest Determination Meeting
LEA Responsibilities 

• Required! Local Education Agency Foster 
Care Point of Contact of the school of 
origin

• Teachers and school leaders 
• Coaches and mentors 
• Counselors or other school-based mental 

health professionals such as school social 
workers or school psychologists 

• English Learner staff members, if relevant
• Special education staff members and 

providers, if relevant 
• LEA representatives from IEP/504 and 

placement team, if applicable 
• School of origin representatives with 

knowledge about the student
• Education attorney 

“A BID process should be student-centered and context-specific…the LEA POC and the local child 
welfare agency POC should be involved in all BID meetings…(and) are encouraged to include other 
education and child welfare practitioners who have specific or specialized knowledge about the 

student in the BID process.”, ED and HHS Joint Non-Regulatory Guidance, 2024

https://www.ed.gov/media/document/non-regulatory-guidance-ensuring-educational-stability-and-success-students-foster-care-november-15-2024-108448.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/non-regulatory-guidance-ensuring-educational-stability-and-success-students-foster-care-november-15-2024-108448.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/non-regulatory-guidance-ensuring-educational-stability-and-success-students-foster-care-november-15-2024-108448.pdf


Non-Regulatory Guidance on

Ensuring Educational Stability for

Students in Foster Care, 2024

“To ensure educational stability, a 
student in foster care must remain 
in their school of origin until the 
LEA, in collaboration with the child 
welfare agency, completes the BID 
process and determines that it is in 
the student’s best interest to 
attend a different school.” 

Non-Regulatory Guidance on 
Ensuring Educational Stability for 
Students in Foster Care, 2024

Elementary and 
Secondary 

Education Act

Best Interest 
Determination 

https://www.ed.gov/media/document/non-regulatory-guidance-ensuring-educational-stability-and-success-students-foster-care-november-15-2024-108448.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/non-regulatory-guidance-ensuring-educational-stability-and-success-students-foster-care-november-15-2024-108448.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/non-regulatory-guidance-ensuring-educational-stability-and-success-students-foster-care-november-15-2024-108448.pdf


During a Best Interest Determination Meeting
LEA Responsibilities 

Students in foster care must remain enrolled in their school of origin during the best interest 

determination process. This must include efforts to ensure their full participation in academic 

services.

• Transportation to the school of origin may need to be arranged immediately and 

throughout the duration of the best interest determination process.

• Alternative methods of academic engagement, such as online lessons, may be utilized to 

ensure active engagement through the duration of the best interest determination.

All efforts must work towards the intended goal of ESEA protections for educational stability 

for students in foster care.



After a Best Interest 
Determination Meeting



BID Outcome: Student 
Will Enroll in the New 

School

New school 
notified. 

Student is 
immediately 

enrolled. 
2-day 

Timeframe 

Educational 
records request 

is sent to the 
school of origin.

School of origin 
provides 

educational 
records to the 

new school. 

Follow-up to 
ensure student 

success.

Best Interest Determination 
Process Timeline

BID Outcome: Student 
Will Remain in the 

School of Origin

Transportation to 
the school of 

origin is arranged.

Follow-up to 
ensure student 

success.
OR



Enrollment and Transportation

If the student is changing schools the student must be enrolled within 
two business days. 

• Specialist completes Transportation Plan

oOnly if school of origin is maintained

• Verifies accuracy

• Signs 



After the BID

DCS will send the completed form to appropriate team members, 
including the local educational agency and caregiver.



Reunification with a Parent/Caregiver

• Provide an update to the school the child is enrolled in 
o Transition plan
o Reunified with parent

• When child is in physical custody of parent
o Provide a physical custody letter to the school and/or 
o send a verification email

•  Clarify legal custody status with the school



After a Best Interest Determination Meeting
LEA Responsibilities – Maintain Enrollment

BID Outcome: Student 
Will Remain in the 

School of Origin

Transportation to 
the school of 

origin is arranged.

Follow-up to 
ensure student 

success.

• LEA Foster Care Points of Contact should be prepared to discuss how transportation is 

established at the end of a BID meeting, including an understanding of the available 

options, steps, and individuals responsible for establishing transportation.

• Utilize written transportation procedures to ensure timely, cost-effective 

transportation is established for the duration of the student’s experience in foster care.



Mode of Transportation

District 
Provided 

Bus Route

Stipend- 
Authorized 

School 
Staff

Public 
Transport-

ation

Vendor or 
Contracted 

Drivers

Mileage 
Reimburse

ment

Gas card 
or 

Voucher

Inter-
agency 

Cost 
Sharing 

Agreement 
(Billing)

Viable Modes of Transportation

The mode of transportation utilized should be student-centered decision with consideration 
given to the safety, viability, cost-efficiency, and logical option.



BID Outcome: Student 
Will Enroll in the New 

School

New school 
notified. 

Student is 
immediately 

enrolled. 
2-day 

Timeframe 

Educational 
records request 

is sent to the 
school of origin.

School of origin 
provides 

educational 
records to the 

new school. 

Follow-up to 
ensure student 

success.

• Utilize written procedures to support timely collaboration with the new school to 

ensure immediate enrollment and records transfer occurs within the required 

timeline. 

After a Best Interest Determination Meeting
LEA Responsibilities – Immediately Enroll in New School



When a BID process indicates that it is not in a student’s best interest to remain at their school of origin, 
LEAs must ensure that a student in foster care is immediately enrolled in their new school even if the 
student does not have the documentation typically required for enrollment and should request them 
from the school of origin, such as:

• Immunization records;

• Class enrollment history, including any advanced or remedial courses; 

• Attendance records; and 

• An IEP or 504 plan, if applicable.

In general, enrolling students in foster care may provide a Notice to Provider (NTP) or Voluntary 
Agreement however, absence of a document establishing residency shall not delay enrollment. 

After a Best Interest Determination Meeting
LEA Responsibilities – Immediately Enroll in New School

“A student is not fully enrolled if a student is not attending school or fully participating in classes, 
extracurricular activities, and out-of-school and summer opportunities.”, ED and HHS Joint Non-

Regulatory Guidance, 2024

https://www.ed.gov/media/document/non-regulatory-guidance-ensuring-educational-stability-and-success-students-foster-care-november-15-2024-108448.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/non-regulatory-guidance-ensuring-educational-stability-and-success-students-foster-care-november-15-2024-108448.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/non-regulatory-guidance-ensuring-educational-stability-and-success-students-foster-care-november-15-2024-108448.pdf


(A.R.S. § 15-701.04(B))

“Each school district governing 
board and charter school 
governing body shall develop and 
adopt policies concerning transfer 
credits for foster children who 
transfer to the school district or 
charter school pursuant to a best 
interest educational placement 
determination while the foster 
child is enrolled in any of grades 
nine through twelve.”

(A.R.S. § 15-701.04(B))

Arizona Revised 
Statute

Transfer Credits

https://www.azleg.gov/ars/15/00701-04.htm


Arizona Revised Statute describes requirements for LEAs to establish policies ensuring the following for 
students in 9th-12th grade enrolling in a new school following a BID process:
• Calculate full and partial academic credits earned by the student;
• Accept all academic credits, including partial credits, earned by the student;
• Make every possible attempt to accept completed work as core credits, with the option of accepting 

completed work as elective credit;
• Meet with the foster child not later than ten days after receiving the foster child's educational records 

to review and update the foster child's graduation plan;
• Provide a written copy of the graduation plan to the foster child, each parent of the foster child whose 

parental rights have not been terminated and the foster child's guardian, custodian, caregiver or foster 
parent;

• Administer a local competency assessment to award full or partial academic credits; and
• May not require a transferring student in foster care in 11th or 12th grade to satisfy requirements to 

graduate higher than the minimum course of study set by the state board of education.

After a Best Interest Determination Meeting
LEA Responsibilities – Follow-Up for Success



Once students in foster care are enrolled, follow-up supports must provided to ensure 
their overall success. LEA Foster Care Points of Contact should maintain awareness of the 
following for students in foster care, and address barriers when they arise:
• Access to tools and resources
• School attendance 
• Disciplinary action
• Progress towards academic goals, such as graduation
• Post-secondary planning
• Participation and sense of belonging in the school community
LEAs may collaborate with stakeholders and the child welfare agency to assess a student’s 
academic and social wellbeing at any point in their enrollment. However, this collaboration 
is not considered a formal BID process, and is not held to the same federal and state 
requirements. 

After a Best Interest Determination Meeting
LEA Responsibilities – Follow-Up for Success



Arizona Department of Child Safety 
Policy Chapter 3, Section 8.4
Student Success Meeting - When a change in the school placement 
(unrelated to a change in the living arrangement) is requested, the DCS 
Specialist shall discuss the reason for the request with the child, the 
caregiver, the LEA, and the parent, guardian, and/or custodian, if 
appropriate, to determine if it is in the child’s best interest to change 
schools.



Action Today’s Learning

What actions will you take in the next 30 days to ensure 

educational stability and success for students in foster care in 

your local education agency?​

Type your 
answer in 
the chat!



Arizona Department of Child Safety
Educational System of Support 

LEAs should reach out to EducationPOC@azdcs.gov for 
specific case support and to establish procedures to 

collaborate!

DCS Education POC

• Statewide Coordinator Foster Care Education 
Partnerships

DCS Regional POCs (5 Regions)

• Northwest, Maricopa West, Maricopa East, South, 
Northeast

DCS Educational Specialists (3 Specialists)

• Each specialist supports multiple regions and 
categories of children and youth in foster careAccess the Arizona DCS 

Education Contacts resource!

mailto:EducationPOC@azdcs.gov
https://dcs.az.gov/pamphlets_and_flyers/cso-2611-education-contacts
https://dcs.az.gov/pamphlets_and_flyers/cso-2611-education-contacts


Non-Regulatory Guidance: Ensuring Education Stability and Success for 

Students in Foster Care

Arizona Department of Education: Foster Care Page

Arizona Revised Statute: 8-530.04

Arizona DCS Education Services Webpage

Where Can I Learn More?

https://www.ed.gov/media/document/non-regulatory-guidance-ensuring-educational-stability-and-success-students-foster-care-november-15-2024-108448.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/non-regulatory-guidance-ensuring-educational-stability-and-success-students-foster-care-november-15-2024-108448.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/non-regulatory-guidance-ensuring-educational-stability-and-success-students-foster-care-november-15-2024-108448.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/non-regulatory-guidance-ensuring-educational-stability-and-success-students-foster-care-november-15-2024-108448.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/fostercare
https://www.azleg.gov/ars/8/00530-04.htm
https://www.azleg.gov/ars/8/00530-04.htm
https://www.azleg.gov/ars/8/00530-04.htm
https://dcs.az.gov/services/education/additional-info


Post-Assessment

Let’s Begin!



Post-Assessment
1. In which scenarios are local education agencies and child welfare agencies required to 

conduct a best interest determination process?

2. True or False? The Local Education Agency Foster Care Point of Contact of the school of 

origin and of the new school are both required to attend and participate in the best interest 

determination process.

3. Within how many days of a student entering foster care or experiencing a change of foster 

care placement must the best interest determination process be finalized?

4. How can local education agencies and child welfare agencies collaborate to ensure the best 

interest determination is a student-factored and context specific decision?



Post-Assessment
1. In which scenarios are local education agencies and child welfare agencies required to conduct a 

best interest determination process?

a) A student enters foster care

b) A student in foster care is experiencing challenges with academic performance and discipline

c) A student in foster care will be moving foster care placement in the coming weeks

d) A foster caregiver wants a student in their care to attend the same school their children attend

2. True or False? The Local Education Agency Foster Care Point of Contact of the school of origin 
and of the new school are both required to attend and participate in the best interest 
determination process.

a) True

b) False!



Post-Assessment
3. Within how many days of a student entering foster care or experiencing a change of foster care 

placement must the best interest determination process be finalized?
a) 3 days
b) 5 days
c) 10 days
d) No clear time-limit, but it should be completed in a timely manner

4. How can local education agencies and child welfare agencies collaborate to ensure the best interest 
determination is a student-factored and context specific decision?

a) Invite the perspective of stakeholders with knowledge about the student
b) Include the student in the best interest determination meeting
c) Prepare written procedures regarding the best interest determination process 
d) Consider a student’s connection to the school community and relationships to peers 
e) Consider the feasibility of and student’s safety during transportation to the school of origin
f) Consider previously attended schools as an option to attend a school of origin



Closing & Next Steps



Upcoming Professional Learning Sessions
Visit the Arizona Foster Care Education Program webpage to register for upcoming 

professional learning events!

Transportation for Students in Foster Care

This professional learning session provides local education agency (LEA) Foster Care 
Points of Contact and other LEA personnel with an in-depth analysis of requirements to 
provide transportation to the school of origin for students in foster care.

• Date: Thursday, November 19th, 2026
• Time: 10:00am – 11:30am
• Register here!

https://www.azed.gov/homelessfostercarerefugee/2024-2025-foster-care-education-program-trainings
https://azed-gov.zoom.us/meeting/register/kBwZDoKPQ9GQRwz1zYzY4g
https://azed-gov.zoom.us/meeting/register/kBwZDoKPQ9GQRwz1zYzY4g


Feedback Survey & Certificates

Feedback Survey
• Will only populate once you click “Leave Meeting” 
• Must complete to receive a professional learning certificate of 

participation

Recording and Presentation Materials
• Shared to all registrants after the session
• Posted on the Arizona Foster Care Education Program webpage



Thank you!

Arizona Foster Care 

Education Program

FosterCare@azed.gov 

Arizona Department of Child Safety

EducationPOC@azdcs.gov 

McKay Smith, Mesa 

Public Schools 

masmith2@mpsaz.org 

mailto:FosterCare@azed.gov
mailto:EducationPOC@azdcs.gov
mailto:masmith2@mpsaz.org
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