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Intended Audience
This training is intended for School Food Authorities
(SFAs) operating the National School Lunch Program
(NSLP) in Arizona.
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TRAINING HOURS

Information to include when documenting this
training for Professional Standards:

Training Title: October Staying on
Track

Length: 1 Hour

Key Area: 1000 - Nutrition, 3000 -
Administration, 4000 -
Communications and Marketing

Learning Code: 1130, 1230, 1310, 3120,
3130, 3350, 4120

Presenter: Jennifer Blankenship



This training was developed by the Arizona Department of Education (ADE) Health and Nutrition Services
Division (HNS). The content in this training is intended for professionals operating one or more United
States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Child Nutrition Programs (CNP) in Arizona under the direction of
ADE. The information in this training is subject to change. Attendees are encouraged to access
professional development materials directly from the training library to prevent the use of outdated
content. 

Disclaimer 
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HNS is here to
help!
We are here to provide assistance and
help you make the very best of your
program. 

OBJECTIVES
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Review monthly communication
distributed from HNS to ensure vital
emails were not overlooked;

Provide detailed training on important
topics and deadlines;

Provide directors an opportunity to
submit questions, that ADE can expand
on in later communications.



Questions
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Questions can be submitted in the Q&A
at any point, and HNS will respond in
the follow-up document that will be
released after the webinar.

Once the webinar concludes, HNS will
compile all the questions received and
create a follow-up Q&A document that
will address all questions.

If you require additional assistance
following HNS's communication, please
reach out to your HNS Specialist
through HelpDesk.



Agenda
Section 1: HNS Communications Recap

Section 2: Communication Hot Topics

Section 3: Training Opportunities

Section 4: Upcoming Deadlines and HNS Communications
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SECTION 1 
September HNS
Communications
Recap



TA 01-2026: RESOURCES FOR PROCURING LOCAL
FOODS IN SCHOOL YEAR 2026-2027
This resource was provided to remind Child
Nutrition Program (CNP) operators of the various
resources available to help them procure local
foods. 
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Memorandums
SP 11-2026: FINAL RULE MEMORANDUM:
SIMPLIFIED GEOGRAPHIC PREFERENCE
PROCUREMENT IN CHILD NUTRITION PROGRAMS

This memorandum provides information on the direct final
rule published by FNA on September 9, 2026, titled,
Simplified Geographic Preference Procurement in Child
Nutrition Programs (91 FR 57245) effective November 9,
2026 with a comment period ending October 9, 2026. The
rule does not change policy or implementation — it simply
clarifies existing requirements to make the geographic
preference option easier to understand and use in the Child
Nutrition Programs. This rule also supports USDA’s Harvest
to Hallways Initiative to improve school meals and
strengthen the connection between American agriculture
and America’s children. 

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2026-09/Harvest%20to%20Hallways%20-%20Procuring%20Local%20SY%202026-27.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2026-09/Harvest%20to%20Hallways%20-%20Procuring%20Local%20SY%202026-27.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2026-09/SP%2011-2026%2C%20CACFP%2005-2026%2C%20SFSP%2005-2026.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2026-09/SP%2011-2026%2C%20CACFP%2005-2026%2C%20SFSP%2005-2026.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2026-09/SP%2011-2026%2C%20CACFP%2005-2026%2C%20SFSP%2005-2026.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/09/09/2026-18337/simplified-geographic-preference-procurement-in-child-nutrition-programs
https://www.fna.usda.gov/schoolmeals/harvest-to-hallways
https://www.fna.usda.gov/schoolmeals/harvest-to-hallways


NEW SBP AND NSLP FOOD GUIDE RESOURCES FROM
TEAM NUTRITION

USDA’s Team Nutrition announced the availability
of two new resources. Help students make healthy
choices in school year 2026-2027 with the Real
Food Guides to School Breakfast and School Lunch
for Families. These fact sheets were updated to
showcase real, nutrient-dense foods that
contribute to a balanced school breakfast and
lunch and align with the Dietary Guidelines for
Americans, 2025–2030.

SECTION 1 HNS COMMUNICATIONS RECAP

Announcements and Resources

https://cdn.mc-weblink.sg-mktg.
https://fna-bwbufwdzbabpezgc.z01.azurefd.us/sites/default/files/resource-files/tn-real-food-guide-breakfast-flyer.pdf
https://fna-bwbufwdzbabpezgc.z01.azurefd.us/sites/default/files/resource-files/tn-real-food-guide-lunch-flyer.pdf
https://cdn.realfood.gov/DGA.pdf
https://cdn.realfood.gov/DGA.pdf
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Program Alert
PROGRAM ALERT: PROGRAM YEAR 2026-2027
DIRECT CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS

In order to meet annual direct certification
compliance and prepare for verification activities,
please log into CNP Direct Certification through
ADEConnect to conduct direct certification on your
School Year 2026-2027 student enrollment.  
It is best practice to run direct certification on or
around October 1 to remove any matched students
from applications subject to verification and to
conduct a search on October 31 for reporting the
student count on the Verification Summary Report. 

THE ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT (AFR) IS DUE

November 15, 2026: AFR due for non-public
schools (private schools, residential child care
institutions, Special Milk Program schools, and
Bureau of Indian Education schools) *Please
note this date was extended from October 1. 

October 15, 2026:  AFR due for public schools
and charters 

https://cdn.mc-weblink.sg-mktg.com/weblink/MTc1OTM0ODg2M3xac3RDTW5EbjdYTlRleWExRlA4SWlyald2YzdvNk1pSHVRRW8xWGVpb2ZlWDc0RnJXUzZrOHJKU2xVUC1JcXpJcmh0a0lLZzBVZGtQb2NtUk9PVURRdFVCZUcwazFSMXNFcDVQcDBSSm9fZkY0M2JFLWU4LTlUcFNLWmdPUTRUMV92bGFwYldUblAwcjR3Y2lsenhwX2RTdzVjaEFkWFRnWW5vTHhRU2VnWUhrQlZOa2xHajQzaUxrVmFYZHNMWllKNndXS1NfZDI4R1U1R2RpUUJ4SFI4YnZxSk9OTTBpbmpBNEU1S3BfVkE0bDFUNzN6Sk1KdEs4YnNsYUtNeFlNQ1BkR2NjWjRaYXhzdm9xTjhOZTFuWGN4d3ZfZC1ROHRoUUV1R0wzYlB6ODlQWXQ5ZFE1TGxreTVpdUNsc29MV3NCLTRiTEZDcWhvPXz9TtSO9FBGh90cB_xUjiaos8Vn7X_IuK7MEx9XifHjsQ==
https://cdn.mc-weblink.sg-mktg.com/weblink/MTc1OTM0ODg2M3xac3RDTW5EbjdYTlRleWExRlA4SWlyald2YzdvNk1pSHVRRW8xWGVpb2ZlWDc0RnJXUzZrOHJKU2xVUC1JcXpJcmh0a0lLZzBVZGtQb2NtUk9PVURRdFVCZUcwazFSMXNFcDVQcDBSSm9fZkY0M2JFLWU4LTlUcFNLWmdPUTRUMV92bGFwYldUblAwcjR3Y2lsenhwX2RTdzVjaEFkWFRnWW5vTHhRU2VnWUhrQlZOa2xHajQzaUxrVmFYZHNMWllKNndXS1NfZDI4R1U1R2RpUUJ4SFI4YnZxSk9OTTBpbmpBNEU1S3BfVkE0bDFUNzN6Sk1KdEs4YnNsYUtNeFlNQ1BkR2NjWjRaYXhzdm9xTjhOZTFuWGN4d3ZfZC1ROHRoUUV1R0wzYlB6ODlQWXQ5ZFE1TGxreTVpdUNsc29MV3NCLTRiTEZDcWhvPXz9TtSO9FBGh90cB_xUjiaos8Vn7X_IuK7MEx9XifHjsQ==
http://link.hns.azed.gov/ls/click?upn=u001.0jZG60asxkoJfq9lqV-2FjI0ioWlxXTC7euIiGagRyyxn3uYVMtUD-2FbBZtc-2BmSaT514k83ID8gMytsQnU3a7evlOF55CpJfcom0eTVjhHmbcSQ1aSxq0Vu6kvMpGIlYR9AfQEhpyTlOtPNz-2FbRvapd0c-2F1vR8zflikKlmYXUe5Rqbp7VU1qhgE6aix0F2l5tRTdr8OrCU-2Fxg4OkcO4O0XuICU4TyBM2ibSAeeWXv91JWKk12GmIhAfi3UXyab2Oe7KIzpHi3GrCwiDOF0TZeRD0FtOeYJ-2BwH0ml9i3mzNkWL8A3uwuKAuveH7Exgpkl2u2jX8xX-2FC5u4iNSSwIOjYG90RGEu0ChTn25fOOJ4cW8j5IWUL9je7pBtPltO85fcoljtSynE-2Fa8O-2B0Js26IhlKDQaX0Bv1V2A5yArnZL6XQ-2FvSsuHX0oVkFaEFUcVq7Cr1zS-2FcCwWIVqSXw5Ty80TKoMqZcZvN6T62s54Nbunm5iDpRicWeUSgnBufxKsuoA6U3mmyJYimOzUhStJMypPjZ6qkLvCR9ok-2B7NvOQ43kNd8wkygSYzx-2Fa0NPRZvTWJg3NSUroNDgYj8qUca9-2FqKnjvmtpE9iqgV7JbHBk8CTtnApj-2B8zconOmoMOwsyKJGQ2G4CWAQ5-2FQESxLwAhC48UMefEtXrVfnLByOX8xYYTv4d5xji3FMHPniRZCtcJY-2BWXZE5NH9MEwQfq17Cy7fCTdafzlf18S5Kb6v5hVXlO7Vo-3D_Z8o_VhpTxxuXcu4PIle2t6fOTViIc7xgnzRrzLGo7kAjtoswzrp1YoMVSODCIuCqR01w7nGxiZXpoiaAa05ZkCoh1UyhHLlvi3HX2oz2oLHXZM-2FE4W-2FgR-2FxbOeoDjeF-2BtxlcGIprEWP-2BnEzdcYSNR-2BjIT9jjt8zBAKDidxJZIOh-2Fm8wOJjfm8F6307IdJu-2BzmF1J9VeOXJXORdSKh0EXYgDZkwn4b7Jtc7DRrqAsuxnuEBAHBkRY09eTG-2BVFavAGbnHMwKJxOb1tiqo0MjK3NEiBu9gmN4La-2BSm2b7pcyQ0AqCIoGjdyaThqAHF5XbNuUeTBZtPQlKLLhplmZ4z0UTkHKkwW6Cr8zjb4uprNG7hu7y2iw3vps3s6TEXoZjYxGj9QUrmfnvaJMf51XkSKu9BB3JWrKfkRHRTqrAwpa6UjfdO07MMAxf6JhPeD4j-2FR9wLCZwTs0wA1ndfGCEWIwJZk6hUGlM99rf-2F3ZlutXgyZGN-2B2ItPf4VWmHADYspcwjwPDHqrVUU40ZD0zgADhvzrRb8OGDSmU2KHV5plDDJ7LmIMDXTiLHqYm3-2BRQRcCHLMTn7H1a6dfP53co4xrqLZI3H4yXCzTKH-2Bj11Wntj3vXOObFUHRwVLWbFggJApAWspTpq9UHJT4yhIAp97Cst-2B0UVjqiaJI-2B1-2Bbd5SwaqWtNAaRtFpIVuGj0lEROIqFWMpL36b7skIso8PxrHk-2Fs8SNDXRh8UG1QfsUy-2Ff-2BZW5tYDTYu4awuIl3hGC771DJqrWgCEO4OXdayXw4RpeZY4XZD-2BuPrdjXbO6QNw8D1cuPeMkvY8htt5yjBT0tHSxpia29U9TkUyHxr3qF4Qe5EuCElnAavC-2BZ7-2FYxqorenj5PTybvccg1JNJFdacgPLrDS7KghO-2F-2FcanQdmxXaiDLyhFmE6Tj5voTESE57QxwLt9erBzu2tBXQtXHBjjMH58zv3LReWWf-2F0sAd5xuJC8INhCb-2F2SWw032eT3iixbtxHXCzz2Cv1OhWbo-2BJ-2FNYqYScl0QkaPt59nvD9tZRPaabG8sNsqg-3D-3D
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Program Alert
NEW RESOURCE: EXTENDING DIRECT CERTIFICATION
BENEFITS TO MEMBERS IN THE SAME HOUSEHOLD

This resource provides School Food Authorities with steps
on extending free or reduced-price meal eligibility to
household members of students identified through SNAP,
TANF, FDPIR, or DC-M (Medicaid) in the CNP Direct
Certification (DC) system. Please note that DC-M and
Medicaid matches may qualify for either free or reduced-
price benefits, both of which are eligible for extension to
other household members. Note: Student eligibility should
be maintained on the Benefit Issuance Document (BID).

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2026-09/Extending%20Direct%20Certification.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2026-09/Extending%20Direct%20Certification.pdf


APPLY NOW
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Funding Opportunity
DEFINING EVIDENCE FOR PROGRAMS TO ENSURE
NUTRITION FOR DEVELOPMENT (DEPEND)

This funding opportunity is designed to answer the overarching question:
What procurement, infrastructure, workforce, operational, and student-
centered strategies enable schools to provide healthier, appealing meals at
scale within existing recurring school-meal resources? 
 
DEPEND is designed to generate credible, transferable evidence about how
schools can improve meal quality in ways that can be sustained over time.
DEPEND will fund projects that test strategies to provide healthier meals that
students choose and consume. 

Applications are due October 13, 2026 at midnight Eastern Daylight Time.
Award decisions are anticipated by October 23, 2026.

https://www.hhs.gov/real-food-in-schools/index.html
http://link.hns.azed.gov/ls/click?upn=u001.0jZG60asxkoJfq9lqV-2FjI0ioWlxXTC7euIiGagRyyxn3uYVMtUD-2FbBZtc-2BmSaT51inRKQWnrYw4cd4NXyuffWz8PL7ko3r-2B0mHoNxybH4V2aycarKh112OP-2FR5UEc7cYIBzudSRV0hCeOQGBIgBaqWqwGwHXI-2FB-2FF3xRT4qtC04rBM5G6uAW34R9C-2B-2FRxLCBRDLRoVndUENn46OtQMZJWJa7wKGtBa28xhaL9WEixBjPhCgFYDSIUiFn4uRFQT3uqK9eJ-2BzvDlX26gw1ZRKLXa54nKt6lNOBluxHeozcLXdgvFpksNKrHA852PcdG14eRGUBF87IeHR4WqtYQ3D1c9-2Bi4PUwkmuHqv7-2Fwe1YWcu-2BaapzpoRHmF-2F9rZODWyaEysqFl5-2BEcwUWidM1T9uVs48HBZG6eeiBLsxCTnNT4V8DUFu368YAKEjhAYEQEOMkt6c16Y5HpkBYb4BUAwAhMNZ39X8hJKj7vEo2G3CJIHyMxKWkxVMMWT0SOd8-2BjPgj7U-2BOiSIHMSgSGAUfnYHJbNwbweWgfVVqnX-2F-2FvBcDkWw-2BmMKH-2Fe-2BEyP9Qae689oZqvDXRbEMOHZY7K0wyx56Riahk372h3z6lky8X3oKIQdPr7sMq7JWxfx6isZiaguQ86F-2BgqK03GmCtTy1Eb82l2CdFXcq-2B887a7m8RaCeyoZwHzqxXYM-2FHgHbQHWzLgS9WxvZVNMX2iH9cnL3fD6L-2BtHWxBP1lfRMQIdO1tafEJWg-3DIaz4_VhpTxxuXcu4PIle2t6fOTViIc7xgnzRrzLGo7kAjtoswzrp1YoMVSODCIuCqR01w7nGxiZXpoiaAa05ZkCoh1UyhHLlvi3HX2oz2oLHXZM-2FE4W-2FgR-2FxbOeoDjeF-2BtxlcGIprEWP-2BnEzdcYSNR-2BjIT9jjt8zBAKDidxJZIOh-2Fm8zOm3L9jEx7Q3BWp61VR4O3BqphtNX2CAju5JlKXRKrVdP246RnRAM5hayRWtbboJFlgscU2ylmHCmp9ail5UH1-2Fduk3uA4OJyYVl2bfpQBRjR6dW8s6THXcPME8VdowfxJ4XE4Hjx-2FSueRD9Y9QAEpXYzULeHpkU1CJ6-2BfQaZPhw4ipbDZm6PvbROajw-2BQhlCvrdfBIX5gYDv8Snu2-2BFOcA-2FAKrURgeGMC8TJpoELm-2FmlMDkCqIlCLqMfzSNq8VivqU4PZWqMOYeb9Qri3zYAtgLSZT1NgBGTHBhmh2cjCFvBnduSWM2-2FpR-2B0C30HbwhzEEwNMX3-2BH9Dmd0va513Jz1zI-2FQkN1KbbTp90xgDZBk3Adrl8wlhjFc0MM4ZkH-2B2wAftgbYddIR100-2Fsve9iXi7-2Bh7zipm5YFmsmOxFd9NZRLuMVBnvKWRofYEGR2mkhQYT528VQdK2QqrPXrcYaqa20PgjCluZ9v5jNHTU05KZ0yJQQJrTiW5oAjaJFHeEp9T8Q7QeTQX7wZ8qJ4ZzQ4Ip77jfjfNn9l4ZCleS-2BAljTdr7HeQq67xn4IlKOKcwSPKPQtSNKIs1HVaXw3Bo0gQXg-2FaXn4gWneZed8d47c-2B6Tte0v7gpVXtXyPO9SQOuwtJUCEY45qZH1w9PQBXTMP5sFZOYm6tvKZn63yqkj2l6OYCYvIiHCXQtSwMKatqDPGIkqKOehJX953gHMMTrAWM8YDPqZ0UnYP6iMB9g5EhSxn2j0KFVXWNgn47EUWpiiK4WAT-2Bfk435FWmlpZ9buNfo5u5Xpf2a-2BkFfyN-2BF-2BGxJT7Psa8OMMsmX9zFVcSsGAgUO44euOjYJ5O0QIlSV1cL83ktiAxRXQZw-2BENBGzzBssosWiC7Z7Vo1F62wHThaY2zbgtQrkUzDnge3YVzCsYq
http://link.hns.azed.gov/ls/click?upn=u001.0jZG60asxkoJfq9lqV-2FjI0ioWlxXTC7euIiGagRyyxn3uYVMtUD-2FbBZtc-2BmSaT51inRKQWnrYw4cd4NXyuffWz8PL7ko3r-2B0mHoNxybH4V2aycarKh112OP-2FR5UEc7cYIBzudSRV0hCeOQGBIgBaqWqwGwHXI-2FB-2FF3xRT4qtC04rBM5G6uAW34R9C-2B-2FRxLCBRDLRoVndUENn46OtQMZJWJa7wKGtBa28xhaL9WEixBjPhCgFYDSIUiFn4uRFQT3uqK9eJ-2BzvDlX26gw1ZRKLXa54nKt6lNOBluxHeozcLXdgvFpksNKrHA852PcdG14eRGUBF87IeHR4WqtYQ3D1c9-2Bi4PUwkmuHqv7-2Fwe1YWcu-2BaapzpoRHmF-2F9rZODWyaEysqFl5-2BEcwUWidM1T9uVs48HBZG6eeiBLsxCTnNT4V8DUFu368YAKEjhAYEQEOMkt6c16Y5HpkBYb4BUAwAhMNZ39X8hJKj7vEo2G3CJIHyMxKWkxVMMWT0SOd8-2BjPgj7U-2BOiSIHMSgSGAUfnYHJbNwbweWgfVVqnX-2F-2FvBcDkWw-2BmMKH-2Fe-2BEyP9Qae689oZqvDXRbEMOHZY7K0wyx56Riahk372h3z6lky8X3oKIQdPr7sMq7JWxfx6isZiaguQ86F-2BgqK03GmCtTy1Eb82l2CdFXcq-2B887a7m8RaCeyoZwHzqxXYM-2FHgHbQHWzLgS9WxvZVNMX2iH9cnL3fD6L-2BtHWxBP1lfRMQIdO1tafEJWg-3DIaz4_VhpTxxuXcu4PIle2t6fOTViIc7xgnzRrzLGo7kAjtoswzrp1YoMVSODCIuCqR01w7nGxiZXpoiaAa05ZkCoh1UyhHLlvi3HX2oz2oLHXZM-2FE4W-2FgR-2FxbOeoDjeF-2BtxlcGIprEWP-2BnEzdcYSNR-2BjIT9jjt8zBAKDidxJZIOh-2Fm8zOm3L9jEx7Q3BWp61VR4O3BqphtNX2CAju5JlKXRKrVdP246RnRAM5hayRWtbboJFlgscU2ylmHCmp9ail5UH1-2Fduk3uA4OJyYVl2bfpQBRjR6dW8s6THXcPME8VdowfxJ4XE4Hjx-2FSueRD9Y9QAEpXYzULeHpkU1CJ6-2BfQaZPhw4ipbDZm6PvbROajw-2BQhlCvrdfBIX5gYDv8Snu2-2BFOcA-2FAKrURgeGMC8TJpoELm-2FmlMDkCqIlCLqMfzSNq8VivqU4PZWqMOYeb9Qri3zYAtgLSZT1NgBGTHBhmh2cjCFvBnduSWM2-2FpR-2B0C30HbwhzEEwNMX3-2BH9Dmd0va513Jz1zI-2FQkN1KbbTp90xgDZBk3Adrl8wlhjFc0MM4ZkH-2B2wAftgbYddIR100-2Fsve9iXi7-2Bh7zipm5YFmsmOxFd9NZRLuMVBnvKWRofYEGR2mkhQYT528VQdK2QqrPXrcYaqa20PgjCluZ9v5jNHTU05KZ0yJQQJrTiW5oAjaJFHeEp9T8Q7QeTQX7wZ8qJ4ZzQ4Ip77jfjfNn9l4ZCleS-2BAljTdr7HeQq67xn4IlKOKcwSPKPQtSNKIs1HVaXw3Bo0gQXg-2FaXn4gWneZed8d47c-2B6Tte0v7gpVXtXyPO9SQOuwtJUCEY45qZH1w9PQBXTMP5sFZOYm6tvKZn63yqkj2l6OYCYvIiHCXQtSwMKatqDPGIkqKOehJX953gHMMTrAWM8YDPqZ0UnYP6iMB9g5EhSxn2j0KFVXWNgn47EUWpiiK4WAT-2Bfk435FWmlpZ9buNfo5u5Xpf2a-2BkFfyN-2BF-2BGxJT7Psa8OMMsmX9zFVcSsGAgUO44euOjYJ5O0QIlSV1cL83ktiAxRXQZw-2BENBGzzBssosWiC7Z7Vo1F62wHThaY2zbgtQrkUzDnge3YVzCsYq


SECTION 2
Hot Topics



National
SCHOOL LUNCH WEEK



Get more information and marketing materials for National School Lunch
Week by clicking here!

SECTION 2 COMMUNICATION HOT TOPICS

National School Lunch Week
CELEBRATE #NSLW26 OCTOBER 12-16, 2026!

Celebrate NSLW the second full week of October* every year! The
theme this year is Cafeteria Circus!

On fall break? Pick another week to celebrate!

Send pictures of your decorated kitchens and recipes for National
School Lunch week to your specialist via HelpDesk. 

https://schoolnutrition.org/about-school-meals/national-school-lunch-week/
https://schoolnutrition.org/about-school-meals/national-school-lunch-week/


October is Farm to School Month, a time to celebrate the
connections happening all over the country between children and
local food.

SECTION 2 HOT TOPICS

Farm to School Month
WAYS TO CELEBRATE

Ways to Celebrate in AZ: 
Connect with local farmers. Serve
local products.
Implement the National Farm to
School Network’s Celebration toolkit.
Spread the word with free stickers,
posters, and bookmarks.

What is Farm to School?
Farm to school enriches the connection communities have with
fresh, healthy food and local producers by enhancing food
purchasing and education practices at schools and early care and
education sites.

https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/5c469df2395cd53c3d913b2d/6ab189e1bf6c2f6846197359_2026%20Farm%20to%20School%20Month%20Toolkit.pdf


The Strategic Plan to Expand Farm to Child
Nutrition Programs in Arizona
HNS shared The Strategic Plan to Expand Farm to Child Nutrition
Programs in Arizona, which outlines priorities, goals, and strategies
for advancing Farm to School and Farm to Early Childhood
Education initiatives throughout the state. 

The Strategic Plan highlights HNS's approach to increasing access
to local foods, supporting nutrition education, and fostering
partnerships among schools, communities, and local producers. 

Please review the Strategic Plan and consider how Farm to Child
Nutrition Program initiatives can support your goals and benefit
the children and communities you serve. 

Local food and hands-on learning support lifelong healthy habits. 

SECTION 2 COMMUNICATION HOT TOPICS

THE STRATEGIC PLAN TO EXPAND
FARM TO CHILD NUTRITION

PROGRAMS IN ARIZONA

https://schoolnutrition.org/about-school-meals/national-school-lunch-week/
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http://link.hns.azed.gov/ls/click?upn=u001.0jZG60asxkoJfq9lqV-2FjI4OxpfTlqk8LJnk03jKhIWZYqZ2fQS1zV62LXmHgTQQxB5mXD1MtmD1o97EI1GHUxHWo3piPWVsicmQFlMyh8EY8dkNjWiPYBrJc5rpT-2BlaNyjn-2B-2FP7D5W8K-2BOvS6nvVK-2FB1wBEr528f8lXSKah741dWP1VemNjJK66GJWlG0dPuzyi3_VhpTxxuXcu4PIle2t6fOTViIc7xgnzRrzLGo7kAjtoswzrp1YoMVSODCIuCqR01w7nGxiZXpoiaAa05ZkCoh1UyhHLlvi3HX2oz2oLHXZM8vVD46Td76Tv2-2B1JVstKGlCoGo2jSkgOtkweKk0ql-2F9Ln9W0lbU-2BL5ZcunEw5cY-2FPenCy0IWB7I-2FApltP6r83Ngp8W71nooij0MJsvgxd98C5AY125E6-2FLlz-2BPwIEjidtxzIKPzT3vNBxCO8QZG3HTXAadDofvLTRLW9WvpJICBer-2BMIHIVrwEOLQtpHf6F9g84i6Ny-2FFzlogFZjyT25Q6wf6HqHpGo67XAirpfykLZ6ffBWboH1hxo2BFoOzyjF9KwNEMN5whybWsQtxNTRg7Y4RCK7tXFp0o81TMvDkVPbZ5UbuwCvhGvzNzjT4fqBw9YlCjQTJO-2FmozwvOXn8IeZbOt4ZOefAJYKoh-2FSJLvOCo-2F52PEb9w-2FxM1EZMv4C-2Fl16nzZerWd053X-2FtEbPiThezBUz-2FQYIlep8QlgSo2oHperD4bkgm2CeTq8ydjgMCRYYDUYGGLcLcMwkKU1M8Rm6EEI1-2FKU7k6b0tidwMofvd-2Fix7xzIjGHUFgI0OOlg6vsGCPyCEAwG9JKfrc8AbML5ugZXoFI1BKY7T7q6uwZTjn2QtIgoVM-2BFg-2FnU1EtW7ARFfyX92L-2B6-2Bnjt6WJ3371
http://link.hns.azed.gov/ls/click?upn=u001.0jZG60asxkoJfq9lqV-2FjI4OxpfTlqk8LJnk03jKhIWZYqZ2fQS1zV62LXmHgTQQxB5mXD1MtmD1o97EI1GHUxHWo3piPWVsicmQFlMyh8EY8dkNjWiPYBrJc5rpT-2BlaNyjn-2B-2FP7D5W8K-2BOvS6nvVK-2FB1wBEr528f8lXSKah741dWP1VemNjJK66GJWlG0dPuzyi3_VhpTxxuXcu4PIle2t6fOTViIc7xgnzRrzLGo7kAjtoswzrp1YoMVSODCIuCqR01w7nGxiZXpoiaAa05ZkCoh1UyhHLlvi3HX2oz2oLHXZM8vVD46Td76Tv2-2B1JVstKGlCoGo2jSkgOtkweKk0ql-2F9Ln9W0lbU-2BL5ZcunEw5cY-2FPenCy0IWB7I-2FApltP6r83Ngp8W71nooij0MJsvgxd98C5AY125E6-2FLlz-2BPwIEjidtxzIKPzT3vNBxCO8QZG3HTXAadDofvLTRLW9WvpJICBer-2BMIHIVrwEOLQtpHf6F9g84i6Ny-2FFzlogFZjyT25Q6wf6HqHpGo67XAirpfykLZ6ffBWboH1hxo2BFoOzyjF9KwNEMN5whybWsQtxNTRg7Y4RCK7tXFp0o81TMvDkVPbZ5UbuwCvhGvzNzjT4fqBw9YlCjQTJO-2FmozwvOXn8IeZbOt4ZOefAJYKoh-2FSJLvOCo-2F52PEb9w-2FxM1EZMv4C-2Fl16nzZerWd053X-2FtEbPiThezBUz-2FQYIlep8QlgSo2oHperD4bkgm2CeTq8ydjgMCRYYDUYGGLcLcMwkKU1M8Rm6EEI1-2FKU7k6b0tidwMofvd-2Fix7xzIjGHUFgI0OOlg6vsGCPyCEAwG9JKfrc8AbML5ugZXoFI1BKY7T7q6uwZTjn2QtIgoVM-2BFg-2FnU1EtW7ARFfyX92L-2B6-2Bnjt6WJ3371
http://link.hns.azed.gov/ls/click?upn=u001.0jZG60asxkoJfq9lqV-2FjI4OxpfTlqk8LJnk03jKhIWZYqZ2fQS1zV62LXmHgTQQxB5mXD1MtmD1o97EI1GHUxHWo3piPWVsicmQFlMyh8EY8dkNjWiPYBrJc5rpT-2BlaNyjn-2B-2FP7D5W8K-2BOvS6nvVK-2FB1wBEr528f8lXSKah741dWP1VemNjJK66GJWlG0dPuzyi3_VhpTxxuXcu4PIle2t6fOTViIc7xgnzRrzLGo7kAjtoswzrp1YoMVSODCIuCqR01w7nGxiZXpoiaAa05ZkCoh1UyhHLlvi3HX2oz2oLHXZM8vVD46Td76Tv2-2B1JVstKGlCoGo2jSkgOtkweKk0ql-2F9Ln9W0lbU-2BL5ZcunEw5cY-2FPenCy0IWB7I-2FApltP6r83Ngp8W71nooij0MJsvgxd98C5AY125E6-2FLlz-2BPwIEjidtxzIKPzT3vNBxCO8QZG3HTXAadDofvLTRLW9WvpJICBer-2BMIHIVrwEOLQtpHf6F9g84i6Ny-2FFzlogFZjyT25Q6wf6HqHpGo67XAirpfykLZ6ffBWboH1hxo2BFoOzyjF9KwNEMN5whybWsQtxNTRg7Y4RCK7tXFp0o81TMvDkVPbZ5UbuwCvhGvzNzjT4fqBw9YlCjQTJO-2FmozwvOXn8IeZbOt4ZOefAJYKoh-2FSJLvOCo-2F52PEb9w-2FxM1EZMv4C-2Fl16nzZerWd053X-2FtEbPiThezBUz-2FQYIlep8QlgSo2oHperD4bkgm2CeTq8ydjgMCRYYDUYGGLcLcMwkKU1M8Rm6EEI1-2FKU7k6b0tidwMofvd-2Fix7xzIjGHUFgI0OOlg6vsGCPyCEAwG9JKfrc8AbML5ugZXoFI1BKY7T7q6uwZTjn2QtIgoVM-2BFg-2FnU1EtW7ARFfyX92L-2B6-2Bnjt6WJ3371


The AFR is a required annual report that summarizes revenue and expenditures for each School Food
Authority (SFA) participating in the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) and School Breakfast
Program (SBP). It reflects how federal, state, and local funds were spent in support of school meal
programs. 

Understanding the AFR 

NON-PUBLIC SCHOOLS REQUIREMENTS

Private schools, Residential Child Care Institutions, Special Milk Program schools, and Bureau of
Indian Education schools
Submitted to ADE by:

November 15  for non-public schoolsth

SECTION 2 HOT TOPICS

PUBLIC AND CHARTER SCHOOLS REQUIREMENTS

Public Schools and Charters
Submitted to ADE by:

October 15  for public schools and chartersth
For school year 2025-26 the deadline for
non-public schools is extended to
November 15th.



HNS COMMUNICATIONS ROUND-UP

Annual Financial
Report for Non-Public
Schools
NOW LOCATED IN CNPWEB

Non-public schools will no longer be able to
access Common Logon to submit the Annual
Financial Report (AFR). This report is now located
in CNPWeb. Public and Charter schools will still
submit the AFR via the AFR Portal located in the
Arizona Auditor General website. The AFR report
that is now located in CNPWeb is speciific to Non-
Public schools ONLY.

SECTION 2 HOT TOPICS

FOR NON-PUBLIC
SCHOOL AFR

REPORTING ONLY!

REVISED RESOURCE: CNP ANNUAL
FINANCIAL REPORT TRAINING MANUAL
FOR NON-PUBLIC SCHOOLS  

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2025/10/Annual%20Financial%20Report%20Training%20Manual%20for%20Non%20Public%20Schools.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2025/10/Annual%20Financial%20Report%20Training%20Manual%20for%20Non%20Public%20Schools.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2025/10/Annual%20Financial%20Report%20Training%20Manual%20for%20Non%20Public%20Schools.pdf
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Locating SY 2026 USDA
Foods Reports for the AFR
LEGACY MYFOODS

USDA Foods valuation and delivery reports used for the AFR will be
located in the Legacy myFOODS system. The AFR is based on
financial data from School Year 2025-2026 (SY 26), and data for the
USDA Foods in Schools Program for SY 26 is maintained within the
legacy myFOODS system and the DoD Fresh FFAVORS system. ADE
launched CNP MyFoods for School Year 2026-2027 (SY27)
announcing the new system through the HNS 01-2026 memo. As a
reminder, the legacy myFOODS system must be accessed for this
data and will remain accessible for the next five years to support
your reporting needs. 

SECTION 2 HOT TOPICS

HTTPS: //CNPMYFOODS.AZED.GOV

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2026/01/Memorandum%20HNS%2001-2026.pdf


count the total number of applications on file
count and categorize applications by case number, foster, free by income, and reduced by income

PHASE 1: PREPARE - COMPLETE!

Follow along with the steps in the Verification
Best Practices Calendar to ensure accurate and
timely verification outcomes.

SECTION 2 HOT TOPICS

Verification Season
PHASE 2: OFFICIALLY BEGAN OCTOBER 1!

determine which sampling method your SFA qualifies for based on the Verification Non-Response
Rate Report
locate the ADE Verification Sample Size Calculator
calculate how many applications will need to be verified 
select verification applications

PHASE 2: CALCULATE & SELECT APPLICATIONS - HAPPENING NOW!

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2021/09/Verification%20Best%20Practices%20Calendar.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2021/09/Verification%20Best%20Practices%20Calendar.pdf
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SFAs must review the Verification Non-Response Rate Report
to determine which sampling method, Standard, Alternative 1
(Random Sampling), or Alternative 2 (Focused Sampling),
they can use to calculate the number of applications that
need to be verified.  This review also helps determine
whether error-prone applications must be documented.

Verification Non-Response Rate Report

How to Identify Error-Prone Household
Applications

COPPER: SFAs may choose from any of the three
sampling methods 

RED or NO HIGHLIGHT: SFAs with red or no highlight
must use the Standard Sampling Method and determine
Error-Prone applications.  

Verification Season
NON-RESPONSE RATE REPORT

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2026-08/Non-Response%20Rate%20Report.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2017/09/Verification%20Non-Response%20Rate%20Report.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2019/07/How%20to%20Identify%20Household%20Applications%20That%20Are%20Error-Prone%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2019/07/How%20to%20Identify%20Household%20Applications%20That%20Are%20Error-Prone%20FINAL.pdf
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Adult Meal Pricing
PRICING NON-PROGRAM ADULT MEALS

SFAs must price adult meals so that adult payments cover the overall cost of meals,
including the value of donated foods (USDA Foods) used in the production of adult
meals. 

The minimum adult payment should reflect the price charged to students paying full
price, plus the reimbursement rate received for a full-price meal and the value of
donated foods. 

In non-pricing programs (e.g., Special Assistance Provisions), the adult meal price should
be at least the amount of reimbursement received for a free meal, plus the value of
donated foods.

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/04/SP11-2023%20PLE%20Guidance%20for%20SY%202023_2024.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/04/SP11-2023%20PLE%20Guidance%20for%20SY%202023_2024.pdf
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https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/04/SP11-2023%20PLE%20Guidance%20for%20SY%202023_2024.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/04/SP11-2023%20PLE%20Guidance%20for%20SY%202023_2024.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/04/SP11-2023%20PLE%20Guidance%20for%20SY%202023_2024.pdf
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Adult Meal Pricing
PRICING NON-PROGRAM ADULT MEALS

Adult Meal Pricing Tool

School Food Authorities (SFAs) who choose to offer meals
to adults are required by Food and Nutrition Service
(FNS) Instruction 782-5 REV. 1 to price adult meals so that
adult payments are sufficient to cover the overall cost of
meals, including the value of donated foods used in the
production of adult meals. Annually, prior to the start of
each program year, adult meal prices must be assessed
to ensure they are up-to-date, compliant, and cover the
cost of adult meals. 

To assist operators in pricing adult meals, the Arizona
Department of Education Health and Nutrition Services
has created the following resource, which is available
now.

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2025/04/Adult%20Meal%20Pricing%20Tool.pdf


Adult Meal Pricing

SECTION 2 HOT TOPICS

Funds from the non-profit school food service account may not
be used to provide free or discounted meals to adults unless the
individual meets the definition of a program adult. 

PROGRAM VS NON-PROGRAM ADULT

Program Adult: may be served a meal at no charge, but may not
claim the meal for reimbursement

directly involved in the operation and administration
food service directors, kitchen managers, cooks, servers,
cashiers, etc.

Non-Program Adult: must be charged a sufficient amount to
cover the overall cost of the meal

not directly involved in the operation and administration
school administrators, custodians, teachers, etc. 

More detailed guidance is available in
Step-by-Step Instruction: How to
Determine Adult Meal Prices Using the
Adult Meal Pricing Tool

https://cms.azed.gov/home/GetDocumentFile?id=5e66b15a03e2b30470a62137
https://cms.azed.gov/home/GetDocumentFile?id=5e66b15a03e2b30470a62137
https://cms.azed.gov/home/GetDocumentFile?id=5e66b15a03e2b30470a62137


Quiz Time
True or False: Custodians are considered a Program Adult.

True

False

A

B
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Quiz Time

True

False

A

B
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Although custodians work in the
cafeteria around school food service, this
is not a school food service staff who is
performing Program requirements that
require training through the School
Nutrition Programs. 

These types of adults are considered
Nonprogram Adults. 

True or False: Custodians are considered a Program Adult.



Quiz Time
True or False: Funds from the nonprofit school food
service account may be used to provide free or
discounted meals to non-program adults.

True

False

A

B
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Quiz Time
True or False: Funds from the nonprofit school food
service account may be used to provide free or
discounted meals to non-program adults.

True

False

A

B
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Funds from the nonprofit school food
service account can only be used to
cover meals for adults who work directly
with the school food service and are
considered program adults. 

Non-program adults are required to be
charged for meals. 
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Quiz Time
Which HNS resource walks SFAs through the Verification
timeline and provides all needed forms and resources?

Verification Non-Response Rate Report 

Verification Tracking Form

Verification Best Practices Calendar

A

B

C
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Quiz Time

Verification Non-Response Rate Report 

Verification Tracking Form

Verification Best Practices Calendar

A

B

C

The Verification Best Practices Calendar
provides all steps, forms, and resources
to Phases 1-4 of Verification.

HNS created this resource to assist SFAs
through Verification to ensure accurate
and timely reporting. 

Which HNS resource walks SFAs through the Verification
timeline and provides all needed forms and resources?

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2021/09/Verification%20Best%20Practices%20Calendar.pdf


USDA Foods Delivery Site
Approval Requirements for
SY 2026-2027

SECTION 2 COMMUNICATION HOT TOPICS

For districts with a delivery site in Pending status in
CNP MYFoods for School Year 2026-2027, please be
advised that site activation in CNP MyFoods requires
either a Purchase Order (PO) or a Letter of
Responsibility (LOR) to be on file with Shamrock Foods
Co. This letter serves as acceptance of responsibility for
applicable delivery fees.

To help avoid delays, agencies may copy
USDAFoods@azed.gov when submitting the
Letter of Responsibility to Shamrock Foods Co.

To complete approval of a USDA Foods delivery
site, the following must occur: 

A Purchase Order (PO) or signed letter of
Responsibility (LOR) received by Shamrock Foods
Co. 

Please route those letters to Accounts Manager: 
Vanessa_Anderson@shamrockfoods.com  

Once all requirements have been satisfied and
approval is finalized, ADE will distribute a
communication of approval to the SFA, and the
delivery site will be activated and approved for
USDA Foods ordering.
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CNP MyFoods
DECLINING USDA FOODS HAS CHANGED IN CNP MYFOODS

Submitting a USDA Foods
Transfer Request in CNP
MyFoods indicates that
your district wishes to
surrender and transfer its
USDA Foods inventory to
the State Inventory. 

Once transferred, the
inventory will be moved to
the State account and
made available through
the Advertisement List for
other districts to request.

Transfer USDA Foods
= Decline USDA
Foods/materials

Transfer List allows SFAs to
view previously submitted
transfer requests and
monitor their status.

In the myFOODS legacy system, under the available materials list, the "Decline" button was used.
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CNP MyFoods
LOOKING FOR ADDITIONAL USDA FOODS?
Advertisement List is now available to order USDA Foods. 

To add USDA Foods to inventory, use the Advertisement List (formerly known as the Surplus Catalog).
The Advertisement List is the appropriate location to request available foods.

Important Note: Once Advertisement List inventory has been approved and transferred to the Recipient
Agency (RA), it will be visible in Inventory > Delivery Ordering, where the RA can review available inventory
and manage Delivery Orders. 
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CNP MyFoods
MESSAGES AND NOTIFICATIONS

System updates and required actions: 

To ensure you receive important and time-sensitive updates,
please subscribe to Health and Nutrition Services email
notifications on our homepage and regularly review Messages
and Notifications on the CNP MyFoods Food Distribution Home
Page. These communication channels provide critical program
information, system updates, and required actions. 

Thank you for your continued partnership and cooperation.
Please contact USDAFoods@azed.gov with any questions. 

mailto:USDAFoods@azed.gov


Now that 25% of the year has passed, the processing
pounds should be about 25% used. ADE will be reviewing
Processing Pounds and Planners to assess the progress of
Processing Pound Usage. ADE may reach out and inquire
whether we could be of assistance or guidance. 

SECTION 2 COMMUNICATION HOT TOPICS

Processing Pounds
CHECK PROCESSING POUND USAGE
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The FFAVORS team is aware that some users are
currently experiencing timeout and connection
issues and are actively working to resolve them. In
the meantime, they recommend refreshing your
screen or pressing the F5 key (or FN + F5 on a
laptop) and then trying again.  

Updates to the DoD
Fresh Program and
FFAVORS Ordering
System

SECTION 2 HOT TOPICS

FFAVORS Login URL Change REMINDER 

Effective July 18, 2026, the FFAVORS login URL has
changed.  The recommended method for accessing
FFAVORS is through the USDA Foods website:
fna.usda.gov/usda-foods/ffavors. 

Select the FFAVORS Login link on that page, which will
direct you to the current login location. If you are unable
to log in, please try the following troubleshooting steps:  

Use Google Chrome. 
Refresh your screen or press F5 (or Fn + F5 on a
laptop). 
Clear your browser cache.  
Close all browser windows. 
Reopen your browser and try again.

For technical assistance, please contact the FFAVORS
Help Desk at sm.fn.ffavors@usda.gov or use the Create
HelpDesk Request link under HelpDesk/Incidents to
submit your request.

https://fna.usda.gov/usda-foods/ffavors
mailto:sm.fn.ffavors@usda.gov?subject=&body=
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FFAVORS Receipting
Requirement
REMINDERS

Receipts are considered past due if they have not been
entered in FFAVORS by the end of the 2nd business day
after the scheduled Received Delivery Date (RDD).  

When there are past due receipts, no orders can be placed
by (or on behalf of) the customer. The order block is
removed after these receipts are entered. 

https://www.azed.gov/hns/nslp/forms
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Keep an eye out in your FFAVORS catalog for these
featured items for October 2026:  
The new catalog is available every Sunday for the
following week. 

DoD Fresh Fruits
and Vegetables

Apples 
Broccoli 
Cabbage  
Carrots 
Cauliflower 
Celery 
Grapes

SECTION 2 HOT TOPICS

Oranges
Pears 
Romaine 
Salad Mix 
Spinach 
Strawberry 
Tomatoes  



SECTION 3 
Training
Opportunities 



September’s Training Opportunities
To access webinar slides, recordings, and online trainings, visit HNS' webpage or refer to the HNS
Communications Event Follow-up email.

SECTION 3 TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES 

Staying on Track: September

September upLIFT
Launching the SY 2026-2027
upLIFT initiative: Community
to Cafeteria

Verification Review for School
Year 2026-2027
A review of verification activities 

How to Complete the Food
Services AFR 
Support for operators when
completing the required
Annual Financial Report
(AFR).

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2025/09/Staying%20on%20Track%20-%20September%202025.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2025/09/Introducing%20Plate%20to%20Palate%20Transforming%20School%20Meal%20Perceptions%21.pdf
https://vimeo.com/1120187957?share=copy
https://vimeo.com/1120187957?share=copy
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2025/09/How%20to%20Complete%20the%20Food%20Service%20Annual%20Financial%20Report.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2025/09/How%20to%20Complete%20the%20Food%20Service%20Annual%20Financial%20Report.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2025/09/How%20to%20Complete%20the%20Food%20Service%20Annual%20Financial%20Report.pdf
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SY 26-27 upLIFT 

Join us on October 20 where we will discover innovative ways to bridge
the gap between local farms and educational institutions. This
engaging session will feature insights from Pinnacle Prevention and
ADE's newly appointed Farm to School Coordinator. Learn about
successful strategies, hear inspiring stories from the field, and explore
how these initiatives can benefit your community. Whether you're an
educator, farmer, or simply passionate about sustainable food systems,
this webinar promises to offer valuable perspectives and actionable
ideas to help integrate farm-fresh produce into school cafeterias,
enriching both students’ diets and education. 

Click here to register!

UPLIFT WEBINAR: CONNECTING WITH LOCAL FARMS
& FARM TO SCHOOL

https://azed.geniussis.com/Registration.aspx?aid=11401


SECTION 3 TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES

HNS is excited to offer a variety of in-person workshops this
fall to support sponsors in meeting program requirements
and enhancing their knowledge of school nutrition
operations. To help with planning and scheduling, HNS has
provided a Fall Workshop Schedule outlining upcoming
training opportunities throughout the season.

The schedule includes workshop dates, locations, and
registration information so sponsors can plan ahead and
incorporate these professional development opportunities
into their training plans. We encourage sponsors to review
the schedule early and register for workshops that best meet
the needs of their staff and programs.

NSLP Fall 2026
IN-PERSON WORKSHOP SCHEDULE 

Workshop Schedule

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2026-07/NSLP%20Fall%20Workshop%20Schedule.pdf


This workshop will equip School Food Authorities with the essential
knowledge and skills to successfully manage their National School Lunch
Program. Participants will engage in interactive activities that enhance
their understanding of how to effectively run their NSLP program.
They will identify key documentation needed to ensure a smooth
operation. Attendees will learn best practices and acquire strategies to
meet all regulatory requirements.

NSLP New Director
Workshop
IN-PERSON WORKSHOP

SECTION 3 TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES 

Registration is available in the ADE Professional Learning and
Development (APLD). Please only register for one in-person session. We
ask that only one attendee per entity register, as space is limited and is
offered on a first-come first-served basis. 

PHOENIX
9:00 am - 12:30 pm 10/21/2026
Location: 1535 W Jefferson St,
Phoenix, AZ 85007 
Registration Link:
https://azed.geniussis.com/Public
StudentSignUp.aspx?aid=11567

https://azed.geniussis.com/Login.ashx?EntityId=79275
https://azed.geniussis.com/Login.ashx?EntityId=79275
https://azed.geniussis.com/PublicStudentSignUp.aspx?aid=11567
https://azed.geniussis.com/PublicStudentSignUp.aspx?aid=11567


This workshop teaches kitchen managers and school nutrition
staff how to accurately complete USDA-compliant food
production records, including forecasting, meal count
documentation, and recordkeeping for successful
Administrative Reviews. 

NSLP Food Production
Workshop
IN-PERSON WORKSHOP

TUCSON
9:00 am - 12:00 pm 10/21/2026
Location: 416 W. Congress
Tucson, AZ 85701
Registration Link:
https://azed.geniussis.com/Publi
cStudentSignUp.aspx?aid=11565

SECTION 3 TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES 

Registration is available in the ADE Professional Learning and
Development (APLD). 

https://azed.geniussis.com/PublicStudentSignUp.aspx?aid=11565
https://azed.geniussis.com/PublicStudentSignUp.aspx?aid=11565
https://azed.geniussis.com/Login.ashx?EntityId=79275
https://azed.geniussis.com/Login.ashx?EntityId=79275


SECTION 3 TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES 

Are you new to planning menus or returning and
could use a refresher? Please review: 

How to Plan a Lunch Menu for the National
School Lunch Program

How to Plan a Breakfast Menu for the School
Breakfast Program

Menu Planning Mastery: Creating Compliant
and Nutritious School Meals

Suggested Trainings

https://share.articulate.com/PQpZvtRmAJ48ApKM9t_Oy
https://share.articulate.com/PQpZvtRmAJ48ApKM9t_Oy
https://share.articulate.com/GbrZ-bscdFOBRlPJNsR46
https://share.articulate.com/GbrZ-bscdFOBRlPJNsR46
https://share.articulate.com/a9hz6U0Xdma6U56r9la-Y
https://share.articulate.com/a9hz6U0Xdma6U56r9la-Y


SECTION 3 TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES 

Because the trainings offered by HNS are vast in
quantity, diverse in content, and is consistently being
updated, ADE maintains specialized curricula based
on job duties to help directors with their training
plans. 

Each curriculum includes a list of recommended
trainings offered by HNS and the Institute of Child
Nutrition (ICN) for specific roles, the format of each
training, the Professional Standards hours each
training provides, and where to access the training or
registration.

Training for School
Nutrition Programs

Training Curriculum for Arizona Child Nutrition
Professionals Operating the National School Lunch and

School Breakfast Program

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2021/03/NSLP%20Training%20Curriculum.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2021/03/NSLP%20Training%20Curriculum.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2021/03/NSLP%20Training%20Curriculum.pdf


SECTION 4 
Upcoming
Deadlines &
Communications



13 live training and event opportunities await
School Nutrition Professionals this October.

Mark Your
Calendars!
OCTOBER EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES

For more information and links to register, check your inbox for the HNS
Events Forecast: October 2026 from HNS Communications!

SECTION 4 UPCOMING DEADLINES & COMMUNICATIONS

Arizona Department of Education (ADE) Health
and Nutrition Services (HNS) is dedicated to
providing all Child Nutrition Program operators
with training to support you and your teams'
professional learning needs to fulfill annual training
requirements, support program integrity, and
elevate Child Nutrition Programs across Arizona.

https://cdn.mc-weblink.sg-mktg.com/weblink/MTcyNTA0ODAyOHxCeVVqNXphUmtTOWhFdnh6MnRlVkxYamV1eGJLcjlfRG1pUkdadnF5a1Y4aXhOemRzN3hvWmY0Um5GWk04SXhybS12c3FpUFEySXpVaHIwaXdsd0RDWGM0di16d0Uyc0lWbk1wNjl0ZERpZHhQWWNkaFllbThBMkE5aVpmTXVYZm1VRnk5bm5zZnJuWE14NEw5cVB3cHZ2VlRrOGRyWS0xZlZVdndLOEVKdDA1dTllVDRkQ29JM29XSVZjdzFJekMxQlVQN1JzUHdUTmVpcXhiTGlfTWpaN1lDUERVeXoyZ1p0T0h0OXhydFJIR25PN2Jma2YtUWxNekdzR2dPR1BrT1BKTklabXVxaE1MM3QyQlVwX2FKNW92RUlhRTRZZXhHNTFhUUJhUTlEa1F5ZHB3YzVSRkpJSXVyeUZvM2NjU0psVGlsdnVNSUVjQnxGWxx8ObHaURP-ixwNWVUsANbr2HTADg-5w4lwqwFuIg==
https://cdn.mc-weblink.sg-mktg.com/weblink/MTcyNTA0ODAyOHxCeVVqNXphUmtTOWhFdnh6MnRlVkxYamV1eGJLcjlfRG1pUkdadnF5a1Y4aXhOemRzN3hvWmY0Um5GWk04SXhybS12c3FpUFEySXpVaHIwaXdsd0RDWGM0di16d0Uyc0lWbk1wNjl0ZERpZHhQWWNkaFllbThBMkE5aVpmTXVYZm1VRnk5bm5zZnJuWE14NEw5cVB3cHZ2VlRrOGRyWS0xZlZVdndLOEVKdDA1dTllVDRkQ29JM29XSVZjdzFJekMxQlVQN1JzUHdUTmVpcXhiTGlfTWpaN1lDUERVeXoyZ1p0T0h0OXhydFJIR25PN2Jma2YtUWxNekdzR2dPR1BrT1BKTklabXVxaE1MM3QyQlVwX2FKNW92RUlhRTRZZXhHNTFhUUJhUTlEa1F5ZHB3YzVSRkpJSXVyeUZvM2NjU0psVGlsdnVNSUVjQnxGWxx8ObHaURP-ixwNWVUsANbr2HTADg-5w4lwqwFuIg==
https://cdn.mc-weblink.sg-mktg.com/weblink/MTcyNzcyNjQzOHxZeG5xVVRwRnRjTUFkOG4zdG4yZVBOcnJlT0FQOHJzS1JGcTdXME9mRERfMFpmbmtnUnpzMmlkZ3M3cEhydTVBeXlVOWJPMDBBN3VlckxxM2QwWndNMlpTS19Ec3I4VFkwcWRQd0EyRzNhUXVFaUF4a05kRUZ6SlZnTlk4WlhndnNyU2gzeF9zTEFMSUFXY1NxeG5ETXY5ZjBNS1RMdTJwMnVTd2hNeFBNUk9MMU8wSkJrQUxjSTROMUN2eVh1RXB2dzl3ZFhuWGdXOWpzR3phYmJzRW5aTmJVcnBpbVlvWFRZRS1Gc3FlNV83c19weTRkVmYzSkwtTnVnOTFOYm1qMU51SDdHbkZ5eHVkTVFpMDM1S0hNX2RmTU5GRE5ueDJpSnplbGlFNEVmd3hlY29sNGJMeDVqdndOcTBLRzlDZ05MRzNvZndsQ0doYXz2DFJOpeSDsqrWDs-11n2L79U9ZXGprGG-HqkA4_ygHA==
https://cdn.mc-weblink.sg-mktg.com/weblink/MTcyNTA0ODAyOHxCeVVqNXphUmtTOWhFdnh6MnRlVkxYamV1eGJLcjlfRG1pUkdadnF5a1Y4aXhOemRzN3hvWmY0Um5GWk04SXhybS12c3FpUFEySXpVaHIwaXdsd0RDWGM0di16d0Uyc0lWbk1wNjl0ZERpZHhQWWNkaFllbThBMkE5aVpmTXVYZm1VRnk5bm5zZnJuWE14NEw5cVB3cHZ2VlRrOGRyWS0xZlZVdndLOEVKdDA1dTllVDRkQ29JM29XSVZjdzFJekMxQlVQN1JzUHdUTmVpcXhiTGlfTWpaN1lDUERVeXoyZ1p0T0h0OXhydFJIR25PN2Jma2YtUWxNekdzR2dPR1BrT1BKTklabXVxaE1MM3QyQlVwX2FKNW92RUlhRTRZZXhHNTFhUUJhUTlEa1F5ZHB3YzVSRkpJSXVyeUZvM2NjU0psVGlsdnVNSUVjQnxGWxx8ObHaURP-ixwNWVUsANbr2HTADg-5w4lwqwFuIg==
https://cdn.mc-weblink.sg-mktg.com/weblink/MTcyNTA0ODAyOHxCeVVqNXphUmtTOWhFdnh6MnRlVkxYamV1eGJLcjlfRG1pUkdadnF5a1Y4aXhOemRzN3hvWmY0Um5GWk04SXhybS12c3FpUFEySXpVaHIwaXdsd0RDWGM0di16d0Uyc0lWbk1wNjl0ZERpZHhQWWNkaFllbThBMkE5aVpmTXVYZm1VRnk5bm5zZnJuWE14NEw5cVB3cHZ2VlRrOGRyWS0xZlZVdndLOEVKdDA1dTllVDRkQ29JM29XSVZjdzFJekMxQlVQN1JzUHdUTmVpcXhiTGlfTWpaN1lDUERVeXoyZ1p0T0h0OXhydFJIR25PN2Jma2YtUWxNekdzR2dPR1BrT1BKTklabXVxaE1MM3QyQlVwX2FKNW92RUlhRTRZZXhHNTFhUUJhUTlEa1F5ZHB3YzVSRkpJSXVyeUZvM2NjU0psVGlsdnVNSUVjQnxGWxx8ObHaURP-ixwNWVUsANbr2HTADg-5w4lwqwFuIg==


Honoring Native American Heritage Month
Submitting the Verification Summary Report Webinars and Workshop
Annual Financial Report Memorandum 
CNP MyFoods Application Training for Receiving Entitlement 

In Our Drafts
KEEP A LOOK OUT FOR THE FOLLOWING EMAILS THIS MONTH:

SECTION 4 UPCOMING DEADLINES & COMMUNICATIONS



SECTION 4 UPCOMING DEADLINES & COMMUNICATIONS

Daily
Complete Production Records (if applicable)
Count meals at POS and complete Daily Edit Checks

October 1 - October 10
Submit September reimbursement claims (best practice)

October 30
60-day deadline to submit August claims

October 1
Verification Begins
Conduct direct certification (best practice to find all DC
matches before Verification!)

This
month...

Begin verifying household income applications that
were picked for verification.

Celebrate National School Lunch Week!

Celebrate Farm to School Month and serve local foods
on your menu!!

Complete the AFR.

Ensure Adult Meal Prices are correct using the Adult
Meal Pricing Tool.

October 20
upLIFT: Innovative Menu Design: Creating Tempting
and Nutritious School Meals 

October Checklist 

October 15
Deadline to submit the Annual Financial Report (Public
schools and Charters)



Join Us Next
Month!

Staying On Track: November

November 3, 2026
1:30-2:30 pm

We will review recently released HNS Communications,
policy memorandums, and relevant key tasks,
deadlines, and action items.



If you are attending the live webinar, you will
receive an email once attendance has been
completed. Once you have received this
email, your training certificate will be
available in Arizona Professional Learning
Development (APLD). 

If you are watching the recorded webinar,
you can access the survey link and certificate
of completion at the end of the webinar
slides.

Thank you!
PLEASE PUT QUESTIONS IN THE Q&A

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS STAYING ON TRACK



Congratulations
You have completed the Online Course:
Staying on Track: October 2026

Information to include when documenting this
training for Professional Standards:

Please note, attendees must document the amount of training hours
indicated on the training despite the amount of time it takes to complete it. 

Training Title: October Staying on Track

Key Area: 1000 - Nutrition, 3000 - Administration,
4000 - Communications and Marketing

Learning Code: 1130, 1230, 1310, 3120, 3130, 3350, 4120

Length: 1 hour



Requesting a training certificate
Please click the button to complete a brief
survey about this online training. Once the
survey is complete, you will be able to print your
certificate of completion from Survey Monkey. 

Take Survey

TAKE SURVEY

Certificate

Information to include when documenting this training for Professional Standards:

Please note, attendees must document the amount of training hours
indicated on the training despite the amount of time it takes to complete it. 

Training Title: October Staying on Track
Key Area: 1000 - Nutrition, 3000 - Administration,
4000 - Communications and Marketing
Learning Code: 1130, 1230, 1310, 3120, 3130, 3350,
4120
Length: 1 hour

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/upliftrecordedwebinar
https://azed.surveymonkey.com/r/RecordedWebinarOnlineSurvey


In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights
regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions
participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on
race, color, national origin, religion, sex, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status,
income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for
prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases
apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program
information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the
State or local Agency that administers the program or contact USDA through the
Telecommunications Relay Service at 711 (voice and TTY). Additionally, program information may
be made available in languages other than English.

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination
Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and
at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the
information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992.
Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office
of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Mail Stop 9410,
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

https://www.usda.gov/about-usda/general-information/staff-offices/office-assistant-secretary-civil-rights/how-file-usda-discrimination-complaint/how-file-program-discrimination-complaint
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov
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	Disclaimer
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	HNS is here to help!
	We are here to provide assistance and help you make the very best of your program.
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	Provide detailed training on important topics and deadlines;
	Provide directors an opportunity to submit questions, that ADE can expand on in later communications.
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	Questions
	Questions can be submitted in the Q&A at any point, and HNS will respond in the follow-up document that will be released after the webinar.
	INTRODUCTION


	Agenda
	Section 1: HNS Communications Recap
	Section 2: Communication Hot Topics
	Section 3: Training Opportunities
	Section 4: Upcoming Deadlines and HNS Communications

	SECTION 1
	SECTION 1

	Memorandums
	TA 01-2026: RESOURCES FOR PROCURING LOCAL FOODS IN SCHOOL YEAR 2026-2027
	This resource was provided to remind Child Nutrition Program (CNP) operators of the various resources available to help them procure local foods.

	SP 11-2026: FINAL RULE MEMORANDUM: SIMPLIFIED GEOGRAPHIC PREFERENCE PROCUREMENT IN CHILD NUTRITION PROGRAMS
	This memorandum provides information on the direct final rule published by FNA on September 9, 2026, titled, Simplified Geographic Preference Procurement in Child Nutrition Programs (91 FR 57245) effective November 9, 2026 with a comment period ending October 9, 2026. The rule does not change policy or implementation — it simply clarifies existing requirements to make the geographic preference option easier to understand and use in the Child Nutrition Programs. This rule also supports USDA’s Harvest to Hallways Initiative to improve school meals and strengthen the connection between American agriculture and America’s children.
	SECTION 1



	Announcements and Resources
	NEW SBP AND NSLP FOOD GUIDE RESOURCES FROM TEAM NUTRITION
	USDA’s Team Nutrition announced the availability of two new resources. Help students make healthy choices in school year 2026-2027 with the Real Food Guides to School Breakfast and School Lunch for Families. These fact sheets were updated to showcase real, nutrient-dense foods that contribute to a balanced school breakfast and lunch and align with the Dietary Guidelines for Americans, 2025–2030.
	SECTION 1



	Program Alert
	PROGRAM ALERT: PROGRAM YEAR 2026-2027 DIRECT CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS
	In order to meet annual direct certification compliance and prepare for verification activities, please log into CNP Direct Certification through ADEConnect to conduct direct certification on your School Year 2026-2027 student enrollment.
	It is best practice to run direct certification on or around October 1 to remove any matched students from applications subject to verification and to conduct a search on October 31 for reporting the student count on the Verification Summary Report.

	THE ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT (AFR) IS DUE
	October 15, 2026:  AFR due for public schools and charters
	November 15, 2026: AFR due for non-public schools (private schools, residential child care institutions, Special Milk Program schools, and Bureau of Indian Education schools) *Please note this date was extended from October 1.
	SECTION 1



	Program Alert
	NEW RESOURCE: EXTENDING DIRECT CERTIFICATION BENEFITS TO MEMBERS IN THE SAME HOUSEHOLD
	This resource provides School Food Authorities with steps on extending free or reduced-price meal eligibility to household members of students identified through SNAP, TANF, FDPIR, or DC-M (Medicaid) in the CNP Direct Certification (DC) system. Please note that DC-M and Medicaid matches may qualify for either free or reduced-price benefits, both of which are eligible for extension to other household members. Note: Student eligibility should be maintained on the Benefit Issuance Document (BID).
	SECTION 1



	Funding Opportunity
	DEFINING EVIDENCE FOR PROGRAMS TO ENSURE NUTRITION FOR DEVELOPMENT (DEPEND)
	This funding opportunity is designed to answer the overarching question: What procurement, infrastructure, workforce, operational, and student-centered strategies enable schools to provide healthier, appealing meals at scale within existing recurring school-meal resources?
	DEPEND is designed to generate credible, transferable evidence about how schools can improve meal quality in ways that can be sustained over time. DEPEND will fund projects that test strategies to provide healthier meals that students choose and consume.
	Applications are due October 13, 2026 at midnight Eastern Daylight Time. Award decisions are anticipated by October 23, 2026.

	APPLY NOW

	Hot Topics
	SCHOOL LUNCH WEEK
	SECTION 2

	Farm to School Month
	WAYS TO CELEBRATE
	October is Farm to School Month, a time to celebrate the connections happening all over the country between children and local food.
	What is Farm to School?
	Farm to school enriches the connection communities have with fresh, healthy food and local producers by enhancing food purchasing and education practices at schools and early care and education sites.

	Ways to Celebrate in AZ:
	Connect with local farmers. Serve local products.
	Implement the National Farm to School Network’s Celebration toolkit.
	Spread the word with free stickers, posters, and bookmarks.
	SECTION 2



	The Strategic Plan to Expand Farm to Child Nutrition Programs in Arizona
	HNS shared The Strategic Plan to Expand Farm to Child Nutrition Programs in Arizona, which outlines priorities, goals, and strategies for advancing Farm to School and Farm to Early Childhood Education initiatives throughout the state.
	The Strategic Plan highlights HNS's approach to increasing access to local foods, supporting nutrition education, and fostering partnerships among schools, communities, and local producers.
	Please review the Strategic Plan and consider how Farm to Child Nutrition Program initiatives can support your goals and benefit the children and communities you serve.
	Local food and hands-on learning support lifelong healthy habits.
	THE STRATEGIC PLAN TO EXPAND FARM TO CHILD NUTRITION PROGRAMS IN ARIZONA
	SECTION 2



	Annual Financial Report for Non-Public Schools
	NOW LOCATED IN CNPWEB
	Non-public schools will no longer be able to access Common Logon to submit the Annual Financial Report (AFR). This report is now located in CNPWeb. Public and Charter schools will still submit the AFR via the AFR Portal located in the Arizona Auditor General website. The AFR report that is now located in CNPWeb is speciific to Non-Public schools ONLY.
	FOR NON-PUBLIC SCHOOL AFR REPORTING ONLY!
	REVISED RESOURCE: CNP ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT TRAINING MANUAL FOR NON-PUBLIC SCHOOLS
	SECTION 2



	Locating SY 2026 USDA Foods Reports for the AFR
	LEGACY MYFOODS
	USDA Foods valuation and delivery reports used for the AFR will be located in the Legacy myFOODS system. The AFR is based on financial data from School Year 2025-2026 (SY 26), and data for the USDA Foods in Schools Program for SY 26 is maintained within the legacy myFOODS system and the DoD Fresh FFAVORS system. ADE launched CNP MyFoods for School Year 2026-2027 (SY27) announcing the new system through the HNS 01-2026 memo. As a reminder, the legacy myFOODS system must be accessed for this data and will remain accessible for the next five years to support your reporting needs.
	SECTION 2



	Verification Season
	PHASE 2: OFFICIALLY BEGAN OCTOBER 1!
	PHASE 1: PREPARE - COMPLETE!
	count the total number of applications on file
	count and categorize applications by case number, foster, free by income, and reduced by income

	PHASE 2: CALCULATE & SELECT APPLICATIONS - HAPPENING NOW!
	determine which sampling method your SFA qualifies for based on the Verification Non-Response Rate Report
	locate the ADE Verification Sample Size Calculator
	calculate how many applications will need to be verified
	select verification applications
	Follow along with the steps in the Verification Best Practices Calendar to ensure accurate and timely verification outcomes.
	SECTION 2

	How to Identify Error-Prone Household Applications
	SFAs must review the Verification Non-Response Rate Report to determine which sampling method, Standard, Alternative 1 (Random Sampling), or Alternative 2 (Focused Sampling), they can use to calculate the number of applications that need to be verified.  This review also helps determine whether error-prone applications must be documented.

	Verification Non-Response Rate Report


	Verification Season
	NON-RESPONSE RATE REPORT
	COPPER: SFAs may choose from any of the three sampling methods
	RED or NO HIGHLIGHT: SFAs with red or no highlight must use the Standard Sampling Method and determine Error-Prone applications.
	SECTION 2
	HOT TOPICS



	Adult Meal Pricing
	PRICING NON-PROGRAM ADULT MEALS
	SFAs must price adult meals so that adult payments cover the overall cost of meals, including the value of donated foods (USDA Foods) used in the production of adult meals.
	SECTION 2



	Adult Meal Pricing
	PRICING NON-PROGRAM ADULT MEALS
	School Food Authorities (SFAs) who choose to offer meals to adults are required by Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) Instruction 782-5 REV. 1 to price adult meals so that adult payments are sufficient to cover the overall cost of meals, including the value of donated foods used in the production of adult meals. Annually, prior to the start of each program year, adult meal prices must be assessed to ensure they are up-to-date, compliant, and cover the cost of adult meals.
	To assist operators in pricing adult meals, the Arizona Department of Education Health and Nutrition Services has created the following resource, which is available now.
	Adult Meal Pricing Tool
	SECTION 2
	HOT TOPICS




	Adult Meal Pricing
	PROGRAM VS NON-PROGRAM ADULT
	Funds from the non-profit school food service account may not be used to provide free or discounted meals to adults unless the individual meets the definition of a program adult.
	Non-Program Adult: must be charged a sufficient amount to cover the overall cost of the meal
	not directly involved in the operation and administration
	school administrators, custodians, teachers, etc.
	More detailed guidance is available in Step-by-Step Instruction: How to Determine Adult Meal Prices Using the Adult Meal Pricing Tool
	SECTION 2



	Quiz Time
	True or False: Custodians are considered a Program Adult.
	True
	False
	SECTION 2
	HOT TOPICS



	Quiz Time
	True or False: Custodians are considered a Program Adult.
	True
	False
	Although custodians work in the cafeteria around school food service, this is not a school food service staff who is performing Program requirements that require training through the School Nutrition Programs.
	SECTION 2


	Quiz Time
	True or False: Funds from the nonprofit school food service account may be used to provide free or discounted meals to non-program adults.
	True
	False
	SECTION 2
	HOT TOPICS



	Quiz Time
	True or False: Funds from the nonprofit school food service account may be used to provide free or discounted meals to non-program adults.
	True
	False
	Funds from the nonprofit school food service account can only be used to cover meals for adults who work directly with the school food service and are considered program adults.
	SECTION 2


	Quiz Time
	Which HNS resource walks SFAs through the Verification timeline and provides all needed forms and resources?
	Verification Non-Response Rate Report
	Verification Tracking Form
	Verification Best Practices Calendar
	SECTION 2
	HOT TOPICS



	Quiz Time
	Which HNS resource walks SFAs through the Verification timeline and provides all needed forms and resources?
	Verification Non-Response Rate Report
	Verification Tracking Form
	Verification Best Practices Calendar
	SECTION 2

	To complete approval of a USDA Foods delivery site, the following must occur: 
	A Purchase Order (PO) or signed letter of Responsibility (LOR) received by Shamrock Foods Co. 
	Please route those letters to Accounts Manager:  Vanessa_Anderson@shamrockfoods.com  
	Once all requirements have been satisfied and approval is finalized, ADE will distribute a communication of approval to the SFA, and the delivery site will be activated and approved for USDA Foods ordering.

	USDA Foods Delivery Site Approval Requirements for SY 2026-2027
	For districts with a delivery site in Pending status in CNP MYFoods for School Year 2026-2027, please be advised that site activation in CNP MyFoods requires either a Purchase Order (PO) or a Letter of Responsibility (LOR) to be on file with Shamrock Foods Co. This letter serves as acceptance of responsibility for applicable delivery fees.
	To help avoid delays, agencies may copy USDAFoods@azed.gov when submitting the Letter of Responsibility to Shamrock Foods Co.
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	CNP MyFoods
	DECLINING USDA FOODS HAS CHANGED IN CNP MYFOODS
	Submitting a USDA Foods Transfer Request in CNP MyFoods indicates that your district wishes to surrender and transfer its USDA Foods inventory to the State Inventory.
	Once transferred, the inventory will be moved to the State account and made available through the Advertisement List for other districts to request.
	Transfer USDA Foods = Decline USDA Foods/materials
	Transfer List allows SFAs to view previously submitted transfer requests and monitor their status.
	In the myFOODS legacy system, under the available materials list, the "Decline" button was used.
	SECTION 2



	CNP MyFoods
	LOOKING FOR ADDITIONAL USDA FOODS?
	Advertisement List is now available to order USDA Foods.
	To add USDA Foods to inventory, use the Advertisement List (formerly known as the Surplus Catalog).
	The Advertisement List is the appropriate location to request available foods.
	Important Note: Once Advertisement List inventory has been approved and transferred to the Recipient Agency (RA), it will be visible in Inventory > Delivery Ordering, where the RA can review available inventory and manage Delivery Orders.
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	CNP MyFoods
	MESSAGES AND NOTIFICATIONS
	System updates and required actions:
	To ensure you receive important and time-sensitive updates, please subscribe to Health and Nutrition Services email notifications on our homepage and regularly review Messages and Notifications on the CNP MyFoods Food Distribution Home Page. These communication channels provide critical program information, system updates, and required actions.
	Thank you for your continued partnership and cooperation. Please contact USDAFoods@azed.gov with any questions.
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	Processing Pounds
	CHECK PROCESSING POUND USAGE
	Now that 25% of the year has passed, the processing pounds should be about 25% used. ADE will be reviewing Processing Pounds and Planners to assess the progress of Processing Pound Usage. ADE may reach out and inquire whether we could be of assistance or guidance.
	FFAVORS Login URL Change REMINDER 
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	FFAVORS Receipting Requirement
	REMINDERS
	Receipts are considered past due if they have not been entered in FFAVORS by the end of the 2nd business day after the scheduled Received Delivery Date (RDD).
	When there are past due receipts, no orders can be placed by (or on behalf of) the customer. The order block is removed after these receipts are entered.
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	DoD Fresh Fruits and Vegetables
	Keep an eye out in your FFAVORS catalog for these featured items for October 2026:
	The new catalog is available every Sunday for the following week.
	Apples
	Broccoli
	Cabbage
	Carrots
	Cauliflower
	Celery
	Grapes
	Oranges
	Pears
	Romaine
	Salad Mix
	Spinach
	Strawberry
	Tomatoes
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	September’s Training Opportunities
	To access webinar slides, recordings, and online trainings, visit HNS' webpage or refer to the HNS Communications Event Follow-up email.
	Staying on Track: September
	Verification Review for School Year 2026-2027
	A review of verification activities

	How to Complete the Food Services AFR
	Support for operators when completing the required Annual Financial Report (AFR).

	September upLIFT
	Launching the SY 2026-2027 upLIFT initiative: Community to Cafeteria
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	SY 26-27 upLIFT
	UPLIFT WEBINAR: CONNECTING WITH LOCAL FARMS & FARM TO SCHOOL
	Join us on October 20 where we will discover innovative ways to bridge the gap between local farms and educational institutions. This engaging session will feature insights from Pinnacle Prevention and ADE's newly appointed Farm to School Coordinator. Learn about successful strategies, hear inspiring stories from the field, and explore how these initiatives can benefit your community. Whether you're an educator, farmer, or simply passionate about sustainable food systems, this webinar promises to offer valuable perspectives and actionable ideas to help integrate farm-fresh produce into school cafeterias, enriching both students’ diets and education.
	Click here to register!
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	NSLP Fall 2026
	IN-PERSON WORKSHOP SCHEDULE
	HNS is excited to offer a variety of in-person workshops this fall to support sponsors in meeting program requirements and enhancing their knowledge of school nutrition operations. To help with planning and scheduling, HNS has provided a Fall Workshop Schedule outlining upcoming training opportunities throughout the season.
	Workshop Schedule
	SECTION 3

	PHOENIX
	9:00 am - 12:30 pm 10/21/2026
	Registration Link: https://azed.geniussis.com/PublicStudentSignUp.aspx?aid=11567



	NSLP New Director Workshop
	IN-PERSON WORKSHOP
	This workshop will equip School Food Authorities with the essential knowledge and skills to successfully manage their National School Lunch Program. Participants will engage in interactive activities that enhance their understanding of how to effectively run their NSLP program.
	They will identify key documentation needed to ensure a smooth operation. Attendees will learn best practices and acquire strategies to meet all regulatory requirements.
	Registration is available in the ADE Professional Learning and Development (APLD). Please only register for one in-person session. We ask that only one attendee per entity register, as space is limited and is offered on a first-come first-served basis.
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	TUCSON
	9:00 am - 12:00 pm 10/21/2026
	Registration Link: https://azed.geniussis.com/PublicStudentSignUp.aspx?aid=11565



	NSLP Food Production Workshop
	IN-PERSON WORKSHOP
	This workshop teaches kitchen managers and school nutrition staff how to accurately complete USDA-compliant food production records, including forecasting, meal count documentation, and recordkeeping for successful Administrative Reviews.
	Registration is available in the ADE Professional Learning and Development (APLD).
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	Suggested Trainings
	How to Plan a Lunch Menu for the National School Lunch Program
	How to Plan a Breakfast Menu for the School Breakfast Program
	Menu Planning Mastery: Creating Compliant and Nutritious School Meals
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	Training for School Nutrition Programs
	Each curriculum includes a list of recommended trainings offered by HNS and the Institute of Child Nutrition (ICN) for specific roles, the format of each training, the Professional Standards hours each training provides, and where to access the training or registration.
	Training Curriculum for Arizona Child Nutrition Professionals Operating the National School Lunch and School Breakfast Program
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	Mark Your Calendars!
	OCTOBER EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES
	Arizona Department of Education (ADE) Health and Nutrition Services (HNS) is dedicated to providing all Child Nutrition Program operators with training to support you and your teams' professional learning needs to fulfill annual training requirements, support program integrity, and elevate Child Nutrition Programs across Arizona.
	13 live training and event opportunities await School Nutrition Professionals this October.
	For more information and links to register, check your inbox for the HNS Events Forecast: October 2026 from HNS Communications!
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	In Our Drafts
	KEEP A LOOK OUT FOR THE FOLLOWING EMAILS THIS MONTH:
	Honoring Native American Heritage Month
	Submitting the Verification Summary Report Webinars and Workshop
	Annual Financial Report Memorandum
	CNP MyFoods Application Training for Receiving Entitlement
	October Checklist


	Join Us Next Month!
	Staying On Track: November
	November 3, 2026
	QUESTIONS & ANSWERS
	STAYING ON TRACK




	Thank you!
	PLEASE PUT QUESTIONS IN THE Q&A
	If you are attending the live webinar, you will receive an email once attendance has been completed. Once you have received this email, your training certificate will be available in Arizona Professional Learning Development (APLD).


	Congratulations
	You have completed the Online Course:
	Staying on Track: October 2026
	Information to include when documenting this training for Professional Standards:
	Training Title: October Staying on Track
	Key Area: 1000 - Nutrition, 3000 - Administration, 4000 - Communications and Marketing
	Learning Code: 1130, 1230, 1310, 3120, 3130, 3350, 4120
	Length: 1 hour


	Certificate
	TAKE SURVEY
	Take Survey
	Requesting a training certificate
	Information to include when documenting this training for Professional Standards:

	Training Title: October Staying on Track
	Length: 1 hour
	Please note, attendees must document the amount of training hours indicated on the training despite the amount of time it takes to complete it.



	In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.

