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AZELLA DISTRICT TEST 
COORDINATOR (DTC) WEBSITE



THINGS TO KNOW AS A NEW EL COORDINATORAZELLA DTC Website

Arizona Department of Education

Accountability, Research, and 
Evaluation Division

 
Assessments & NAEP

AZELLA

https://www.azed.gov/assessment/azella-dtcs 

This web page is dedicated to the administration, 
scoring, and reporting of the AZELLA tests.

https://www.azed.gov/assessment/azella-dtcs
https://www.azed.gov/assessment/azella-dtcs
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WHAT IS AZELLA?



What is AZELLA?
The Arizona English Language Learner 
Assessment (AZELLA) is a standards-based 
assessment designed to meet both state 
and federal requirements to measure 
students’ English language proficiency used 
for both Placement and Reassessment 
purposes.

AZELLA assesses the four domains of the 
language: Listening, Reading, Writing, and 
Speaking.

https://www.azed.gov/assessment/azella 6



STUDENT ELIGIBILITY FOR AZELLA



Student Eligibility for AZELLA
Potential EL Students – AZELLA Placement – Dynamic Screener 
Upon first enrollment in an Arizona school, if any of the three questions on the Home Language Survey (HLS) form 
is answered with any language other than English and/or American Sign Language (ASL), the student must be 
administered an AZELLA Placement Dynamic Screener. All 3 responses MUST be entered into the district’s Student 
Information System and synchronized to AzEDS on a nightly basis. The three questions are as follows:

1. What language do people speak in the home most of the time?

2. What language does the student speak most of the time?

3. What language did the student first speak or understand? 

AZELLA - EL Group 8 Test – Students who have a red font message on their EL70 Report and those identified as EL 
Group 8 on the EL73 Report. These are students whose most current ELP record is incomplete or undetermined 
and those with an outdated ELP test record.

The Spring AZELLA Reassessment Summative is administered to all English learners (including Parent Withdrawn 
students) until they obtain a Proficiency rating of “Proficient.”



Student Eligibility for AZELLA Resources
• AZELLA Placement Test Logic 

Flow Chart.pdf

• Eligibility for the AZELLA 
Placement - Dynamic Screener

• AZELLA Placement - Dynamic 
Screener Administration 
Compliance Time Frames
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AZELLA Referral – Reassessment Summative
The AZELLA Reassessment Summative Referral Form for Mainstream to EL Services is only 
available for the Spring Reassessment Summative. 

• Intended for students who

• attained a Proficiency Level of “Proficient” on their most current Arizona ELP test, or

• were previously enrolled in EL Program Services and Withdrawn due to SPED criteria 
by the student’s IEP Team during Fiscal Year 2019 and earlier, and

• the parents and teachers feel there is a current language need.

• Parent conference and permission to test is required.
• When the Overall Proficiency Level on the Reassessment Summative is less than Proficient, the parents are 

agreeing to SEI program services for their student. The Parent Request for Student Withdrawal from an English 
Learner Program is not permitted.

• Posted on the AZELLA DTC website in December 2026 10



Opting Out of ELP Testing in Not an Option

Students who attend an Arizona public school 
cannot decline any state testing that is required 
by state or federal law.

There are no legal provisions in state or federal 
law that allow any students, including students 
in special education programs, to be exempt 
from AZELLA (ELP) testing.

Eligible students may qualify for some 
additional accommodations, including 
accommodated forms of the test. 



AZELLA TEST ADMINISTRATIONS



AZELLA Test Administration Windows
Placement Dynamic Screener and the 
EL Group 8 test window

Testing must begin by the first day of 
school per the district/charter calendar

Test administration closes 5/14/2027

Spring 2027 Reassessment Summative 
test window

February 1, 2027 – March 19, 2027

7-weeks test window

Test early in the test window

The AZELLA tests must be administered in-person in Arizona at an official district, charter, or 
school building. 
For online schools, please connect with the AZELLA Team (AZELLA@azed.gov) for guidance 
and to provide information about where, such as a public or community library, and when 
the student will be tested. 

mailto:AZELLA@azed.gov


AZELLA 4-PART TRAINING



AZELLA 4-Part Training

AZELLA State Policies.pdf
AZELLA Test Security and Ethics Training

Test Security and Ethics for All AZELLA Personnel-FINAL-072026.pdf for all AZELLA staff
AZELLA Test Security Agreement Form 

2026-2027 AZELLA Test Security Agreement for all AZELLA staff

PART 1: DTC-Created Training for Staff

Before the administration of the AZELLA begins, the AZELLA DTC is responsible for creating and 
delivering a Placement Test Administration training presentation for all district and school 
AZELLA staff that is reflective of the state and the district’s testing policy and procedures, test 
security, protocols for safeguarding materials, student privacy, testing irregularities and 
security and ethics violations, AZELLA chain of command, test materials, testing schedules, and 
more. A Spring Reassessment Administration training presentation is also required in January.
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AZELLA 4-Part Training – AZ Portal
PART 2: ClearCourse Learning 
Management System – ELPA21 
Screener Courses; ELPA21 Summative 
Courses will be available for the 
Spring Reassessment Summative 
administration

PART 3: Cambium PowerPoint (with 
audio) Trainings

PART 4: Test Administrator 
Certification Course

AZ Portal - 
https://az.portal.cambiumast.com/ 

https://az.portal.cambiumast.com/


AZELLA COMMUNICATIONS



AZELLA Communications

 Welcome DTC Email –all the basic information for training, calendars, and much more!

 AZELLA websites

 Cambium’s AZ Portal – relevant announcements

 AZ ELPA21 Portal – relevant program announcements 

 Regular Communications –updates and reminders

 Assessments Bulletin – quarterly newsletter

 AZELLAology – virtual scheduled sessions

 Friday Focus webinars

 AZELLA@azed.gov 

mailto:AZELLA@azed.gov
mailto:AZELLA@azed.gov


AZELLAology (Virtual Office Hours)

AZELLAology is an informal open invitation for AZELLA District Test Coordinators to attend a 
virtual call where ADE’s AZELLA Team answers AZELLA questions and shares AZELLA important 
information, news, guidance, and mini-tutorials about a variety of AZELLA-related topics. 
Attendance for AZELLAology is not required. 

All scheduled Tuesday AZELLAology sessions, 
unless otherwise noted, begin at 8:00am and 
end at 9:00am. 

The link and session agendas for AZELLAology 
can be found at: https://www.azed.gov/assessment/azella-dtcs  

https://www.azed.gov/assessment/azella-dtcs
https://www.azed.gov/assessment/azella-dtcs
https://www.azed.gov/assessment/azella-dtcs


ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY 
(ELP) REPORTS



English Language Proficiency Reports

ADE and the Assessments Unit provides 3 English Language 
Proficiency (ELP) Reports for districts and schools from 
ADEConnect. 

AZELLA DTCs must have the role of “AZELLA District Test 
Coordinator” for ADEConnect. Only one DTC per district can 
have the role of AZELLA DTC.

ADEConnect users who require access to these reports must 
have the role of “ELL” for ADEConnect.

ADEConnect > Applications > Assessments > ELP Reports



EL Series Reports
All ELP records are reflected on all EL Series reports from the Assessments Unit (EL70, EL72, and 
EL73)
• AZELLA (Placement – Dynamic Screener, AZELLA Group 8, and the Spring Reassessment – Summative)
• AZELLA Braille
• Alt ELPA

EL70 Report has a 2-week grace period both before and after a student’s school enrollment period.
EL73 Report only provides information based on students who are currently enrolled in school.

None of the reports will work correctly until the district’s FY Calendar has been approved by School 
Finance.
1) Get the FY calendar approved by School Finance.
2) Enroll your students in school and synchronize the school enrollments on a DAILY basis to AzEDS.
3) Check that students have passed integrity for school enrollment via the STUD10 Report in AzEDS.
4) Check the EL70 and EL73 Reports.
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EL Reports – EL70 Report
EL70 – ELP Student Test History Report (single student; must be enrolled in the district; every new student 
entering must have their EL70 Report reviewed for AZELLA history and the Home Language Survey responses)

• Access to students’ EL70 Reports is limited to districts who have a current school enrollment transaction that 
has passed integrity. You can confirm this using the STUD10 – Student Data Verification Report found in the 
AzEDS portal. 

• Authorized users may:
• access a student’s EL70 Report up to two (2) calendar weeks prior to the student’s Start of School date 

when the student’s school enrollment transaction has passed integrity. The EL70 Report becomes available 
the day after the school enrollment transaction.

• access a student’s EL70 Report through two (2) calendar weeks after the student has withdrawn from 
school or the last day of instruction of the school year.



EL Reports – EL70 Reports for ALL Students
EL70 – ELP Student Test History Report is a single student ELP assessment report that provides information by 
student regarding ELP tests and EL program participation history. This report is intended for use with students 
who are currently enrolled or seeking school enrollment in your LEA/School. The EL70 Report will assist LEAs to 
determine students’ eligibility for EL program services and assist educators as they develop students’ educational 
plans.

• All Arizona public students have an EL70 Report, regardless of the parent responses on their Home Language 
Surveys (HLS). 

• The State Student ID (SSID) is required to access students’ EL70 Reports. 

• It is imperative that all new students enrolling in the district or charter schools have their EL70 Report 
reviewed and download and/or printed. Students whose HLS only includes English or American Sign Language 
(ASL) responses, and the student has an EL70 Report that provide an English Language proficiency (ELP) test 
history and/or EL program services transactions, must be reviewed for ELP testing and EL services eligibility. 

• An ELP test history and EL program services ALWAYS supersedes an all-English HLS. 



Access to Students’ EL70 Reports
• Access to the EL70 Report is through ADEConnect. AZELLA District Test Coordinator and 

authorized users with the role of ELL have access to this report. 

• Accessing a student's EL70 Report is 100% dependent on the district.

• School registrars will need to get school enrollments entered daily. They should not be 
waiting until the first 10 days of school have passed, and they should not be waiting to do 
this once per month. Waiting to synchronize student school enrollments reduces the 
calendar days for compliance with AZELLA testing eligible and required students. 

• A student will show up in AzEDS within a few minutes of the data being submitted, but it 
goes through a validation process before that data populates in other reports. So 
technically, a student will show up as “enrolled” immediately, but the system validates the 
data which takes at least 24-48 hours. Access will not be on the same day as the 
transaction date that passes Integrity. It must be the day after it passes integrity.

25



Information from School Finance
• AZELLA Team: Do the district's FY2027 calendars have to be approved by SF before students show up 

as "enrolled"?
• SF: AzEDS data goes through an integrity process where it validates the data against rules. Both the 

calendar and the student data must pass integrity. Having a valid calendar is one of the student 
membership requirements. A student not passing integrity will not be visible on most reports.

• AZELLA Team: If they synchronize their SIS to AzEDS on a nightly basis, how long does it take for said 
student to show up in AzEDS as "enrolled"?

• SF: AzEDS Data, such as student membership and calendars, goes through an integrity process 
overnight. Integrity begins at 5 pm. If their data passes integrity, they will see their reports update in 
24-48 hours. If the data fails integrity, they may not see the student on reports until the errors are 
corrected. There is an AzEDS Introduction video that shows the basic data flow which may be helpful: 
https://www.azed.gov/finance/training-support-hub-school-and-student-data-membership

• Also, School Finance does not own all AzEDS integrity errors. There are integrity rules descriptions and 
contacts available on IT’s page: https://www.azed.gov/information-technology/azeds/reference

• We have a hot topic on How to Avoid Creating Duplicate Student I.D.s: 
https://www.azed.gov/finance/how-avoid-creating-duplicate-student-ids-0 26
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EL Reports – EL72 Report
EL72 – ELP Test Roster Report - Current Fiscal Year plus 3 prior Fiscal Years are available in ADEConnect

Included in this report is every ELP test administered to students in that district, reported school-by-school, 

during the report year. This report does not vary based on changes in enrollment. For this report, the 

students always report in the district where they were tested. 

The annual report is updated regularly throughout the school year and reflects all ELP test results as they are 

uploaded into ADE’s student record system. 

The ELP results that are reported include the Overall Proficiency Level, Total Proficiency Scale Score, and the 

Listening, Reading, Writing, and Speaking domain scale scores and proficiency levels. Finally, the assessment 

date and the EL Services eligibility status is reported.



EL Reports – EL73 Report
EL73 – EL Student Need Report 
The EL73 - EL Student Need Report is a live report that displays all students in an LEA/school who have an EL need 
in the current Fiscal Year and those with an EL need that has not been addressed in prior years back through      
FY 2016. This report is intended to be used in conjunction with the EL70 Reports to determine which students 
need to be placed into EL Services and reassessed. In addition, this report will help “catch” students whose Home 
Language Survey (HLS) responses were all English but have an ELP test and/or EL Services history. 

• Students will show on the report after their school enrollment has been processed through AzEDS.
• 4 statuses are included:

• EL Group 1 = student has an EL need but has not been enrolled in EL program services for the current school year
• EL Group 2 = student has an EL need and has a current EL program services enrollment
• EL Group 4 = student has an EL need and has been enrolled as Parent Withdrawal from EL services (not from AZELLA 

testing)
• EL Group 8 = student has an EL need that has not been met; student requires the administration of the AZELLA 

Placement Test immediately



PROFICIENCY DETERMINATION 
CRITERIA



Overall Proficiency Levels

Students are Progressing when, with support, 
they approach a level of English language skill 
necessary to produce, interpret, and 
collaborate, on grade-level, content-related 
academic tasks in English.

All 1s and 2s
Student is eligible for EL Services

Progressing

Proficient

Proficiency Not Determined
Proficiency is Not Determined when a 
student did not engage with the Dynamic 
Screener.  

Students are Emerging when they have not 
yet attained a level of English language skill 
necessary to produce, interpret, and 
collaborate on grade-level, content-related 
academic tasks in English.

Students are Proficient when they attain a 
level of English language skill necessary to 
independently produce, interpret, collaborate 
on, and succeed in grade-level, content-
related academic tasks in English.

Emerging

Mix of domain levels that is not all 
1s/2s or all 4s/5s (e.g., 2233, 3333, 
3443, 1234)
Student is eligible for EL Services

All 4s and 5s
Future Kindergarten Screener only = all 3s 
and 4s
Student is NOT eligible for EL Services
Student is IFEP or RFEP

Student is eligible for EL Services



Proficiency Level 2026-2027
• Dynamic Screeners administered during SY 2026-2027, will report 

Emerging, Progressing, Proficient, and Proficiency Not Determined. 
• For the ELPA21-AZELLA Proficiency Level, there is not a direct 

equivalency between some of the previous OPLs and the new ones.

Proficient is equivalent to Proficient. 

Proficiency Not Determined (PND) and Emerging are both equivalent to Pre-
Emergent/Emergent.

Progressing encompasses a wide range of student abilities and knowledge. 
Therefore, extreme caution should be used when trying to establish a comparison. 
Progressing could generally be considered equivalent to Basic and Intermediate. 
However, this is NOT a direct equivalency. Domain levels are more informative for 
guiding instruction of students who are in the Progressing category.



Domain Scores and Proficiency Levels

It is strongly 
recommended 
that the Domain 
Proficiency 
Levels be the 
ones to 
determine 
which level the 
student is 
currently at for 
each of the 
language 
domains. At the 
domain level, 
there is a clear 
equivalency as 
shown in the 
table.



AZELLA INDIVIDUAL STUDENT 
REPORTS AND FAMILY REPORT GUIDES



34

Individual Student Report 
The Individual Student Report (ISR) is available for the AZELLA 
Placement Dynamic Screener and the AZELLA Group 8. Both 
reports include a Family Guide on the reverse side when 
“Include” has been selected for printing.

These reports are available in the Centralized Reporting 
System within 5 days. Many are available the same day as the 
student completes the test depending on how many Steps 
they complete. These student reports can be printed in 
English and 10 other languages. Navajo will be included as an 
option soon.  

Cambium will ship 2 copies of the printed report (in English) 
for each student to the district of record who completed the 
test administration. A copy of the report needs to go to the 
parents, and the second copy needs to be in the student’s 
cumulative file. Teachers should have the opportunity to 
review their EL student’s AZELLA Reports. 



Individual Student Report 
for the AZELLA Placement 
Dynamic Screener

The Individual Student Report (ISR) for the 
AZELLA Placement Dynamic Screener includes 
the Proficiency Determination with a description 
and the Performance Description for each of the 
four language domains: Reading, Writing, 
Listening, and Speaking. 

For instructional planning purposes, educators 
should use the domain scores provided in the 
reports, as these scores offer the most relevant 
information for guiding instruction. 



Individual Student Report 
for the AZELLA Group 8

The Individual Student Report (ISR) for the 
AZELLA Group 8 test includes the Proficiency 
Determination with a description and the 
Performance Description for each of the four 
language domains: Reading, Writing, Listening, 
and Speaking. 

For instructional planning purposes, educators 
should use the domain scores provided in the 
reports, as these scores offer the most relevant 
information for guiding instruction. 



AZELLA Family Report Guide
The Understanding Your 
Child’s AZELLA 
Placement (Dynamic 
Screener) Report and 
the Understanding Your 
Child’s AZELLA Group 8 
Report are included 
with all AZELLA student 
reports from Cambium. 
These guides explain 
how to read the 
information included in 
the AZELLA Individual 
Student Report.



RESOURCES



Resources

• AZ Portal - https://az.portal.cambiumast.com/ 

• ELPA21 - https://elpa21.org/resources/?state=Arizona 
• LEAs need to understand that ELPA21 defers to state laws and policies; therefore, 

not everything they see in the Resources of ELPA21 is necessarily applicable to 
Arizona. For example, ADE is working with Cambium and ELPA21 for an Arizona-
specific accommodations manual.

• Practice Tests – “Continue as a Guest” 
https://login9.cambiumtds.com/student_core/V313/Pages/LoginShell.aspx?c=Arizona_PT&a=Student 

• AZ Policies for English Language Proficiency Assessments -
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2026-07/AZELLA%20State%20Policies.pdf 

https://az.portal.cambiumast.com/
https://elpa21.org/resources/?state=Arizona
https://login9.cambiumtds.com/student_core/V313/Pages/LoginShell.aspx?c=Arizona_PT&a=Student
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2026-07/AZELLA%20State%20Policies.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2026-07/AZELLA%20State%20Policies.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2026-07/AZELLA%20State%20Policies.pdf
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PELL Meeting Session Survey



THANK YOU!

Contact ADE’s Assessments AZELLA Team for 
all inquiries about AZELLA, the administration 
of the AZELLA, and student ELP records.

AZELLA@azed.gov 

mailto:AZELLA@azed.gov
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