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Intended Audience

Objectives

This training is intended for School Food Authorities
(SFAs) operating the National School Lunch
Program (NSLP).

At the end of this training, attendees should be
able to:

TRAINING HOURS
Information to include when documenting this
training for Professional Standards:

Training Title: School Year 2026-2027
Updates & Reminders for School Food
Authorities

Key Area: 3000 - Administration

Learning Code: 3200

Length: 30 minutes 

be familiar with the annual application
requirements;
understand how to access and utilize USDA
Foods; 
recall updates to the School Nutrition Standards;
understand training requirements and
opportunities; and, 
be aware of all additional 2026-2027 updates and
reminders.
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This training was developed by the Arizona Department of Education (ADE) Health and Nutrition Services
Division (HNS). The content in this training is intended for professionals operating one or more USDA Child
Nutrition Programs in Arizona under the direction of ADE. The information in this training is subject to
change. Attendees are encouraged to access professional development materials directly from the
training library to prevent use of outdated content. 

Disclaimer 



Throughout this guide, there will be
comprehension quiz questions to test
your knowledge and help you apply
what you’re learning. Be sure to
review these quiz questions and
answers available within the guide. 

The question mark icon below will
indicate a comprehension quiz
question.

Quiz Time



Agenda
Section 1: Annual Application Requirements

Section 2: Accessing and Utilizing USDA Foods 

Section 3: Updates to the School Nutrition Standards 

Section 4: Training Requirements and Opportunities 

Section 5: Additional Updates and Reminders



HNS 07-2026: SCHOOL YEAR 2026-2027 UPDATES AND
REMINDERS FOR SCHOOL FOOD AUTHORITIES

The Arizona Department of Education, Health and Nutrition
Services released the memorandum HNS 07-2026 to announce
the availability of School Year 2026-2027 (SY 2026-27) National
School Lunch Program (NSLP) applications in CNPWeb; as well
as to provide reminders and new information for School Food
Authorities (SFAs) applying to operate the NSLP, School
Breakfast Program (SBP), Special Milk Program (SMP), and/or
Afterschool Care Snack Program (ASCSP) and At-Risk
Afterschool Meals component of Child and Adult Care Food
Program (CACFP) during SY 2026-27. This guidance also
pertains to SFAs participating in the USDA Foods in Schools
Program and the USDA Department of Defense Fresh Fruit
and Vegetable Program (USDA DoD Fresh). 

Memorandum

https://cdn.mc-weblink.sg-mktg.com/weblink/MTc4MjI0NDgxOHxiLTVGNDB3QUhlTVBHVmt6bmQ2Y1RLbkhwX1p4UnM2OUlSVWFRbmhKci1ZV0ZKcnFYMDlZTUNSbVFEeEF5WENBUU1tNXZSVUFXS2ZDcjFPTGVVTDE1bE85YzNzclRXNlhvX2hnTy1yZDN6TmljcW8ycFJ2WVgzT1pUU2lSVDNyWVh4ZWl5ZUZmdjlLbS1rMEhLT3ZqeVNhZDZjRUxXNXBrU0hMa0xBVHlya0RpTmhaLWtTSE1CbER1SDJNemlMdnR3ZzZKbEtaLWZKRFNIbUFJcVprSE9GVTZxc2xsUC1rRVFjS0pyNmpLbmxFeVZfLWluRU1DUUF1TGdFaGlCLUE4eXg5LXlDRmJILU54ZlEtU21peGh3Q3NFRFVDcm8tQm1CNlBOemc2c18tZGJpMWVRdm5xNzB0SWVtRWVJVVB5N0Z4cmlhb3IyTnowPXxs_ZcMlXcFl_mRrhOqwlwzoc3hQgDdrNkJaF4MmA9N6g==
https://cdn.mc-weblink.sg-mktg.com/weblink/MTc4MjI0NDgxOHxiLTVGNDB3QUhlTVBHVmt6bmQ2Y1RLbkhwX1p4UnM2OUlSVWFRbmhKci1ZV0ZKcnFYMDlZTUNSbVFEeEF5WENBUU1tNXZSVUFXS2ZDcjFPTGVVTDE1bE85YzNzclRXNlhvX2hnTy1yZDN6TmljcW8ycFJ2WVgzT1pUU2lSVDNyWVh4ZWl5ZUZmdjlLbS1rMEhLT3ZqeVNhZDZjRUxXNXBrU0hMa0xBVHlya0RpTmhaLWtTSE1CbER1SDJNemlMdnR3ZzZKbEtaLWZKRFNIbUFJcVprSE9GVTZxc2xsUC1rRVFjS0pyNmpLbmxFeVZfLWluRU1DUUF1TGdFaGlCLUE4eXg5LXlDRmJILU54ZlEtU21peGh3Q3NFRFVDcm8tQm1CNlBOemc2c18tZGJpMWVRdm5xNzB0SWVtRWVJVVB5N0Z4cmlhb3IyTnowPXxs_ZcMlXcFl_mRrhOqwlwzoc3hQgDdrNkJaF4MmA9N6g==


SECTION 1 
Annual
Application
Requirements



SECTION 1 ANNUAL APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS

CNPWeb Access
ACCESS TO CNP APPLICATIONS VIA ADECONNECT 

ADEConnect provides a single sign-on for multiple
applications used by ADE, for example, the CNPWeb.
Access to CNPWeb is granted by the Entity Administrator
(EA) established by and for the entity. 

Whether the EA is listed as an Authorized Signer on the
FPPSA or not, EAs, shall not grant Child Nutrition
Programs’ technology systems access to consultants,
consulting firms or Food Service Management
Companies (FSMCs) contracting with SFA. 

The Child Nutrition Programs’
technology systems within ADEConnect
include: 

CNP MyFoods;
CNPWeb; 
CNP Direct Certification/Direct
Verification; 
CNP Verification; 
CNP Supplemental Payments; and
CNP Summer EBT SUN Bucks – SFA. 

The Child Nutrition Programs’
technology systems outside of
ADEConnect include: 

FFAVORS 



SECTION 1 ANNUAL APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS

CNPWeb Access
ACCEPTABLE USE POLICY

In addition to the Acceptable Use Policy, SFAs can review
information about access to technology systems in the
FPPSA, which is agreed upon by the Designated Official
when the FPPSA is signed. 

The Designated Official has the responsibility to ensure
unauthorized individuals, including consultants and
employees of FSMCs, are not granted access to the Child
Nutrition Programs' technology systems. 

Resource: Acceptable Use Policy

https://adeconnect.azed.gov/Account/TermsAndConditions


SECTION 1 ANNUAL APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS

Updates & Reminders
EOS EDITS TO ENSURE CONSISTENCY 

As a reminder, all users are responsible for ensuring that
the information provided to ADE’s School Finance unit is
accurate and up to date. 

During the onboarding of a new Local Education Agency
(LEA), a profile is created in ADE’s Education Organization
System (EOS), which serves as the source of information
and designation of the LEA. School Finance maintains this
data, and it is used to validate CNPWeb applications.

To avoid discrepancies or delays, CNPWeb information
must match EOS records.

Any questions regarding the process
should be directed towards School
Finance for public entities and the

assigned HNS specialist for non-public
entities.

https://www.azed.gov/finance
https://www.azed.gov/finance
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Updating Entity Information in EOS


https://vimeo.com/1211812083?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci


SECTION 1 ANNUAL APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS

Updates & Reminders
CNPWEB SITE AND SPONSOR APPLICATIONS 

Each school year, SFAs are required to submit a sponsor application and an application for each site via
CNPWeb. The sponsor application collects entity level information including contact information, program
beginning and end dates, as well as indication of approved participation in one of the Special Provision
Options (if applicable). The site application collects site level operational information including site contact
information, meal service types, and identifies the site’s intended participation in one or more of the Child
Nutrition Programs.

The annual submission and approval of the site and sponsor applications is a required step for SFAs to
submit reimbursement requests for meals served under the any of the following Child Nutrition Programs: 

National School Lunch Program (NSLP)
School Breakfast Program (SBP)
School Milk Program (SMP)
Afterschool Care Snack Program (ASCSP)
At-Risk Afterschool Meals Component of the Child and Adult Care Food Program



SECTION 1 ANNUAL APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS

Updates & Reminders
ADDING SITES

SFAs adding sites to CNPWeb must complete and
submit the Add/Change/Delete Form. 
Authorized signers can complete an
Add/Change/Delete form through a HelpDesk ticket.
User/Requestor submitting Add/Change/Delete form
must be a Designated Official or an Authorized Signer
listed on the Food Program Permanent Service
Agreement.

Sites that are legally separate from the SFA
require the submission of an Inter-Agency
Partnership Agreement. 

Digital Add/Change/Delete via HelpDesk
- recommended

Log in to ADEConnect
Click 'Help'
Click 'Go to Help Desk'
Click 'New Request'
Locate Health and Nutrition Services
templates
Select 'HNS Add/Change/Delete Form'
Complete all required fields and
applicable optional fields within
HelpDesk's Add/Change/Delete form

*User/Requestor submitting the
Add/Change/Delete form must be submitted by
an Authorized Signer listed on the Food
Permanent Service Agreement

Manual Add/Change/Delete Form (print,
sign, scan, and email)

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2019/01/ACDs_04142020.pdf?id=5c40f43a1dcb250c2c54b881


SECTION 1 ANNUAL APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS

Applying for SY 26-27
AVAILABLE RESOURCES

NSLP Online Training Library:
Visit HNS' online training library to access Step-by-Step Instructions.

Step-by-Step Instruction: How to Submit Site and Sponsor
Applications in CNPWeb

NSLP & SBP - Program Forms and Resources:
Visit the NSLP forms and resources webpage to access templates and
fillable forms needed for CNPWeb Checklist Items and Additional
Documentation. 

School Meals Programs Application and USDA Foods Checklist

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2017/06/How%20to%20Submit%20Site%20and%20Sponsor%20Applications%20in%20CNPWeb_September19.pdf?id=5936c2973217e11ac0b66928
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2017/06/How%20to%20Submit%20Site%20and%20Sponsor%20Applications%20in%20CNPWeb_September19.pdf?id=5936c2973217e11ac0b66928
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2022/06/SY23_24%20Application%20and%20USDA%20Foods%20Checklist.pdf
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After application submission, the CNPWeb will produce
a checklist of documentation that LEAs need to provide
to ADE depending on the LEA type and/or how the LEA
is operating the program. These items may be provided
directly to the LEAs assigned HNS specialist. Not all LEAs
will have pending checklist items.

Checklist items may include:
Catering Contract 
Food Service Management Company Contract 
501c3 
Customized Household application
Food Program Permanent Service Agreement

The LEA’s HNS Specialist will check the boxes once the
documentation is received. The LEA cannot check these
off themselves. 

Applications will not be approved until all
Checklist items have been received and
approved

CNPWeb Checklist Items



SECTION 1 ANNUAL APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS

The SFA must review their free and reduced-price policy for substantive
changes. 
The policy statement must be updated and resubmitted to their assigned
HNS Specialist if there are any changes to the process or staff/position
responsible for eligibility determinations.
In all cases, the SFA must have an approved policy statement on file with
ADE that accurately describes its current free and reduced-price policies.
Amendments must be submitted for approval to their assigned HNS
Specialist no later than October 15th each year. The Free and Reduced
Price Policy Statement template can be accessed on ADE’s NSLP/SBP
website under the Resources for Operators - Program Forms and
Resources area or by utilizing the link provided.

FREE AND REDUCED-PRICE POLICY STATEMENT/ADDENDUMS:

 The following resource is
also available: How to

Complete the Free and
Reduced-Price Policy

Statement.

CNPWeb Checklist Items

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2017/06/FINAL%20Free%20and%20Reduced%20Price%20Policy%20Statement_Fillable.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2017/06/FINAL%20Free%20and%20Reduced%20Price%20Policy%20Statement_Fillable.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/hns/nslp
https://www.azed.gov/hns/nslp
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/03/How-to%20Complete%20the%20Free%20and%20Reduced-Price%20Policy%20Statement.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/03/How-to%20Complete%20the%20Free%20and%20Reduced-Price%20Policy%20Statement.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/03/How-to%20Complete%20the%20Free%20and%20Reduced-Price%20Policy%20Statement.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/03/How-to%20Complete%20the%20Free%20and%20Reduced-Price%20Policy%20Statement.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/03/How-to%20Complete%20the%20Free%20and%20Reduced-Price%20Policy%20Statement.pdf


CNPWeb Checklist Items
PAID LUNCH EQUITY

All School Food Authorities (SFAs), regardless of their current
lunch prices, are required to conduct an annual review of their
paid lunch prices to comply with the Paid Lunch Equity (PLE)
requirement by using the USDA Paid Lunch Equity (PLE) Tool for
the current year. However, certain SFAs are NOT required to
complete the Annual PLE Tool.

School Food Authorities (SFAs) that are not required to complete
the Annual PLE Tool include:

SFAs that qualify for the school year 2026-2027 PLE
exemption;
Community Eligibility Provision schools;
Non-pricing programs such as Provision 2 schools.

SECTION 1 ANNUAL APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS

https://www.azed.gov/hns/nslp/forms


CNPWeb Checklist Items

SECTION 1 ANNUAL APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS

SFAs with a positive or zero balance in the nonprofit school food service
account as of June 30, 2026, are exempt from PLE pricing requirements for SY
2026-2027. This can be shown with their current Annual Financial Report (AFR). 

Exempt

SFAs that do not qualify for the PLE exemption due to a negative
balance in the nonprofit school food service account as of June 30,
2026, must follow PLE requirements when establishing their paid
lunch prices for SY 2026-2027. 

Not Exempt

OPTIONAL TOOL FOR EXEMPT SFAS
While not required, exempt SFAs may choose to use USDA's PLE tool to
complete the steps necessary to determine their target SY 26-27 paid
lunch price and adjust their paid lunch prices accordingly.

PAID LUNCH EQUITY

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/04/LOCKED%20Contiguous%20States%20PLE%20Tool%20SY%2023-24.xlsx
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/04/LOCKED%20Contiguous%20States%20PLE%20Tool%20SY%2023-24.xlsx


CNPWeb Checklist Items

SECTION 1 ANNUAL APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS

PAID LUNCH EQUITY

SFAs may use the prices they last charged students as the basis for their SY 2026-
2027 paid lunch price calculation, even if those prices were charged during a year
the SFA was not required to comply with PLE requirements. 

If an SFA did not charge for meals during SY 2025-2026, such as an SFA that
operated the Community Eligibility Provision, or Provisions 2 or 3 and is returning
to standard counting and claiming in SY 2026-2027, they may use the most recent
paid lunch price data as the basis for its SY 2026-2027 paid lunch calculation.

SFAs are not required to raise their paid lunch price by more than 10 cents for SY
2026-2027 from the last year they charged for paid lunches. SFAs can still choose to
raise the price by more than 10 cents. 



Keep Connecting with HNS

SECTION 1 ANNUAL APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS

ADE HELPDESK

HNS encourages SFAs to HelpDesk, ADE’s ticketing system, when in
need of any assistance from HNS. In addition to current options in
the Service Request Catalog, including one time exception requests,
reimbursement claim/attendance factor issues, the
Add/Change/Delete Form, application issues, and general inquiries. 

HelpDesk is part of the ADEConnect. Those who do not have an
ADEConnect account, will be prompted to create one. 

Resource: How to Connect with HNS
using the HelpDesk

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/07/HelpDesk%20to%20Connect%20with%20HNS.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/07/HelpDesk%20to%20Connect%20with%20HNS.pdf


SECTION 2 
Accessing and
Utilizing USDA
Foods 



USDA Foods 

SECTION 2 ACCESSING AND UTILIZING USDA FOODS 

USDA FOODS IN SCHOOLS - CNP MYFOODS 

CNP MyFoods is the online portal that collects entity-level information, including contact
and billing information, as well as site-level delivery information required by the ADE
contracted warehouse responsible for receiving and distributing Direct Delivery
products. SFAs must have an active status in CNP MyFoods to utilize their Planned
Assistance Level (PAL) dollars provided through the USDA Foods in Schools program for
SY 2026-27. 

Returning operators should use the School Meals Application Checklist to ensure all
activities are completed. CNP MyFoods updates must be completed prior to ordering
materials from USDA Foods Direct Delivery or DoD Fresh.
For SY 2026-27, an approved CNPWeb application is not required prior to ordering. 
SFAs that have not previously accessed their PAL for USDA Foods in Schools may do
so at any time. SFAs will contact HNS at USDAFoods@azed.gov to discuss the food
assistance program and begin the process of establishing a CNP MyFoods account
and delivery site(s). 

mailto:USDAFoods@azed.gov
https://www.azed.gov/hns/nslp/forms


Reminder
REMINDER OF HNS 06-2026 MANAGEMENT OF
USDA FOODS INVENTORY AT PROCESSORS 
To request additional pounds for SY 2026-27 and beyond, SFAs
must submit a Calculator/Planner indicating the quantity and
utilization for ADE approval. As the memo states after SY 2026-
27, there will no longer be any carryover pounds in Arizona. All
USDA Foods and Planned Assistance Level (PAL) must be used
in the year that it is provided. ADE will transfer SFA unused
pounds at processors to the state account for redistribution.
For smooth implementation of this process, ADE will allow
carryover from SY 2025-26.

HNS 06-2026 

SECTION 2 ACCESSING AND UTILIZING USDA FOODS 

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2026/05/Memorandum%20HNS%2006-2026.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2026/05/Memorandum%20HNS%2006-2026.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/hns/nslp/forms


Legacy myFOODS
SY 2026 USDA FOODS PORTION OF THE ANNUAL
FINANCIAL REPORT (AFR)
CNP MyFoods replaced the previous myFOODS system this
last school year. However, the myFOODS system will need to
be accessed to provide USDA Foods information for the AFR.

The legacy system will be available to SFAs for 5 years; however,
ADE will not process any updates made to the system after
June 30, 2026. 

How to Complete the USDA
Foods Portion of the AFR

SECTION 2 ACCESSING AND UTILIZING USDA FOODS 

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2022/09/How%20to%20Complete%20USDA%20Foods%20AFR%20Calculations.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2022/09/How%20to%20Complete%20USDA%20Foods%20AFR%20Calculations.pdf


SECTION 3 
Updates to the
School Nutrition
Standards



Updated Nutrition Standards
EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2025

The final rule titled, Child Nutrition
Programs: Meal Patterns Consistent With
the 2020-2025 Dietary Guidelines for
Americans, effective July 1, 2024, is
following phased-in implementation for
required changes. The following NSLP
and SBP meal pattern changes are
effective July 1, 2025: 

SECTION 3 UPDATES TO THE SCHOOL NUTRITION STANDARDS

ADDED SUGARS
Schools must meet the following product-
based added sugar limits:

Breakfast cereals must contain no more
than 6 grams of added sugars per dry
ounce (7 CFR 210.10(c)(2)(iii)(B)).
Yogurt must contain no more than 12
grams of added sugars per 6 ounces (2
grams per ounce) (7 CFR 210.10(c)(2)(iv)(C)).
Flavored milk must contain no more than
10 grams of added sugars per 8 fluid
ounces, or 15 grams of added sugars per 12
fluid ounces for flavored milk sold as a
competitive beverage for middle and high
schools (7 CFR 210.10(d)(1)(iii)).

https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/fr-042524
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/fr-042524
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/fr-042524
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/fr-042524
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/fr-042524
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-7/subtitle-B/chapter-II/subchapter-A/part-210/subpart-C/section-210.10#p-210.10(c)(2)(iii)(B)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-7/subtitle-B/chapter-II/subchapter-A/part-210/subpart-C/section-210.10#p-210.10(c)(2)(iii)(B)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-7/part-210/section-210.10#p-210.10(c)(2)(iv)(C)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-7/subtitle-B/chapter-II/subchapter-A/part-210/subpart-C/section-210.10#p-210.10(d)(1)(iii)


Updated Nutrition Standards
EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2025

The final rule titled, Child Nutrition
Programs: Meal Patterns Consistent With
the 2020-2025 Dietary Guidelines for
Americans, effective July 1, 2024, is
following phased-in implementation for
required changes. The following NSLP
and SBP meal pattern changes are
effective July 1, 2025: 

SECTION 3 UPDATES TO THE SCHOOL NUTRITION STANDARDS

NSLP AFTERSCHOOL SNACKS
Schools serving NSLP afterschool snacks to
children in grades K-12 must serve the meal
components and quantities found at 7 CFR
210.10(o)(2). Two highlights include:

No more than half of the weekly fruit or
vegetable offerings at NSLP snacks may be
in the form of juice. 
At least 80 percent of the grains offered
during the week for NSLP snacks must be
whole grain-rich.
Grain-based desserts, except for sweet
crackers such as animal and graham
crackers, do not contribute toward the
grains requirement.

https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/fr-042524
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/fr-042524
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/fr-042524
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/fr-042524
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/fr-042524
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/school-nutrition-standards-updates/added-sugars
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/school-nutrition-standards-updates/added-sugars
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/school-nutrition-standards-updates/added-sugars
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/school-nutrition-standards-updates/added-sugars
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-7/subtitle-B/chapter-II/subchapter-A/part-210/subpart-C/section-210.10#p-210.10(o)(2)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-7/subtitle-B/chapter-II/subchapter-A/part-210/subpart-C/section-210.10#p-210.10(o)(2)
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/school-nutrition-standards-updates/added-sugars
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/school-nutrition-standards-updates/added-sugars
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/school-nutrition-standards-updates/added-sugars
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/school-nutrition-standards-updates/added-sugars
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/school-nutrition-standards-updates/added-sugars
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/school-nutrition-standards-updates/added-sugars
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/school-nutrition-standards-updates/added-sugars
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/school-nutrition-standards-updates/added-sugars
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/school-nutrition-standards-updates/added-sugars
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/school-nutrition-standards-updates/added-sugars
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/school-nutrition-standards-updates/added-sugars
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/school-nutrition-standards-updates/added-sugars
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/school-nutrition-standards-updates/added-sugars
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/school-nutrition-standards-updates/added-sugars


Updated Nutrition Standards
EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2025

The final rule titled, Child Nutrition
Programs: Meal Patterns Consistent With
the 2020-2025 Dietary Guidelines for
Americans, effective July 1, 2024, is
following phased-in implementation for
required changes. The following NSLP
and SBP meal pattern changes are
effective July 1, 2025: 

SECTION 3 UPDATES TO THE SCHOOL NUTRITION STANDARDS

BUY AMERICAN

Schools’ non-domestic food purchases
must not exceed 10 percent of total annual
commercial food costs as outlined in 7 CFR
210.21(d)(5)(ii)(A) and 7 CFR 220.16(d)(5)(ii)(A).
As outlined in recent guidance, State
agencies have the ability to approve a
temporary accommodation to those school
food authorities that demonstrate they
cannot meet the threshold requirement for
non-domestic purchases (see SP 09-2026).

https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/fr-042524
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/fr-042524
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/fr-042524
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/fr-042524
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/fr-042524
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/school-nutrition-standards-updates/sodium
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/school-nutrition-standards-updates/sodium
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/school-nutrition-standards-updates/sodium
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-7/part-210#p-210.21(d)(5)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-7/part-210#p-210.21(d)(5)
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/school-nutrition-standards-updates/sodium
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-7/subtitle-B/chapter-II/subchapter-A/part-220/section-220.16#p-220.16(d)(5)(ii)(A)
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/school-nutrition-standards-updates/sodium
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/school-nutrition-standards-updates/sodium
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/school-nutrition-standards-updates/sodium
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/school-nutrition-standards-updates/sodium
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/school-nutrition-standards-updates/sodium
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/school-nutrition-standards-updates/sodium
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/school-nutrition-standards-updates/sodium
http://link.hns.azed.gov/ls/click?upn=u001.0jZG60asxkoJfq9lqV-2FjI4OxpfTlqk8LJnk03jKhIWZYqZ2fQS1zV62LXmHgTQQxJ6S6j5K-2BT1BVaQprOiUbcePC5sGOTqaWLM-2BB-2B1bBhWF9-2FfeYiDIUFQ8bbAQzNu44YaA-_VhpTxxuXcu4PIle2t6fOTViIc7xgnzRrzLGo7kAjtoswzrp1YoMVSODCIuCqR01w7nGxiZXpoiaAa05ZkCoh1UyhHLlvi3HX2oz2oLHXZM-2FE4W-2FgR-2FxbOeoDjeF-2BtxlcGIprEWP-2BnEzdcYSNR-2BjIT35hMbOqlOSyAfVXiPAoFRoheYCqbK0-2ByPcGgeY-2BB8hWamSwmyAYWMlBJ3EI4Y-2BhVvCmhF56rMbrkPJ66BDr1XcV5J16Sn-2BNwl-2BCVJvYuPVTA-2BUULGCH2BS-2FLPEO5Lz1kVdHezkqc6NbnVFEfFQEbCI6vD5A218SG8Z02DT-2FgusdXBfJzTa-2FHwqNI9snrQ8A50C5kyMyZh1hwJNDCZLdOmamiOvJ0N-2B-2FczZ5u0CHk2liJGEyLqkGig7g-2B7UsT4uDHv3ONBRi806s3IXcPJ9YWglZLI4PyqC-2BQnmw1XNJoWgVOQ1abMgflYsS-2FBA1Bf1UbXt9uIU3iqeovSot8IaPMqaLDuu2uD85ksyCbr5R0gJAxmQ2ta2wtLZqMREk3ikVTPeP2OIlwipTpZTXwYROj53dkoYLCFiLrZBRiIQF8bHFjqkHGopkbtRC8V2q6znL-2F7ykO3bitA1aW-2BQvxBLkdb67VsGhTtre5Lc0ihANLgsCgkQjykO6V-2BZrot8Q-2F67RliIJNDVYZ4KX51CdcCjs5ywxU8SxRjI5qKSujbawchdAhGe3gAv4mqmfEGrkiIvBoHf55-2FA9azsj3RmpEjpl02zFZEOwpbWvJ8RG8DktUpMtoZFNQewHx3Xb7XBrQc6BOSJuXS3phvqVWN-2FO3SKVysY7hJNXO5ZxI2UXXbzxipX9dp-2BlTnLsYGDjmfW7aXqdnO-2FUZAv1vBLzqUB8dxzkATPKaE0duBaon-2FEVgzNnwW86pSnfUW36y9Tst9yP55rEERDzxhMjqEU95WItAKzqWn-2FK8jeRVo-2F1EK4ziFRYUUlDPe2uWrI27iJwCj5iqeoQfnOevUZQqfZsWiAcoyTfuTxyFH2D1Xi9l132t8BxrjVI
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/school-nutrition-standards-updates/sodium


Updated Nutrition Standards
RESOURCES

SECTION 3 UPDATES TO THE SCHOOL NUTRITION STANDARDS

To assist schools in meeting the updated nutrition standards, the following resources are available:

Arizona Department of Education, Health and
Nutrition Services:

Overview of the Updated Nutrition Standards for School
Meal Programs
Meal Pattern Charts

National School Lunch Program (3-day, 4-day, 5-day, 6-
day, 7-day)
School Breakfast Program (3-day, 4-day, 5-day, 6-day, 7-
day)

Updated Medical Statement for Students with Special
Dietary Accommodations Form (English) (Spanish)
Accommodation Plan - Webform Buy American
Accommodation Plan

Team Nutrition and the Institute of Child
Nutrition: 

Crediting Tip Sheets in Child Nutrition Programs
Reducing Added Sugars at School Breakfast 
The Whole Grain Resource for the National
School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs
Nutrition Standards for Added Sugars Fact
Sheets
Buy American Exceptions Summary Tool

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2025/06/Updated%20Nutrition%20Standards%20for%20School%20Meal%20Programs%20-%20Implementation%20by%20July%201%2C%202025.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2025/06/Updated%20Nutrition%20Standards%20for%20School%20Meal%20Programs%20-%20Implementation%20by%20July%201%2C%202025.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2017/06/NSLP%20Meal%20Pattern%20Chart.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2017/06/NSLP%20Meal%20Pattern%20Chart.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2017/06/SBP%20Meal%20Pattern%20Chart.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2017/06/SBP%20Meal%20Pattern%20Chart.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2017/08/Medical%20Statement%20for%20Dietary%20Needs.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/06/SPANISH%20Medical%20Statement%20for%20Dietary%20Needs%20%283%29.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/hns/buy-american-accommodation-plan-sy-2026-2027
https://www.azed.gov/hns/buy-american-accommodation-plan-sy-2026-2027
https://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/cn/crediting-tipsheets
https://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/sbp/reducing-added-sugars
https://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/sbp/reducing-added-sugars
https://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/whole-grain-resource
https://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/whole-grain-resource
https://theicn.org/nutrition-standards-for-added-sugars-fact-sheets/
https://theicn.org/nutrition-standards-for-added-sugars-fact-sheets/
https://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/resource-files/SP23-2024a.xlsx


Arizona Healthy Schools Act
Certification of Compliance
HNS 05-2026

SECTION 3 UPDATES TO THE SCHOOL NUTRITION STANDARDS

Certification of Compliance with A.R.S. §15-242.01 and Public
Posting 

Who Must Submit: All public districts and charter schools
participating in National School Lunch Program, School
Breakfast Program, Child and Adult Care Food Program
and Summer Food Service Program 
How to Submit: Certification of Compliance for A.R.S. 15-
242.01: Ultraprocessed Foods Prohibition

What Schools Need to Know About
the Arizona Healthy Schools Act

Arizona Healthy Schools Act List of
Certified Schools

Arizona Healthy Schools Act A.R.S. 15-
242.01 Certification of Compliance

https://www.azed.gov/hns/nslp/forms
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2026/05/Arizona%20Healthy%20Schools%20Act.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2026/04/Online%20Course%20What%20Schools%20Need%20to%20Know%20About%20the%20Arizona%20Healthy%20Schools%20Act.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2026/04/Online%20Course%20What%20Schools%20Need%20to%20Know%20About%20the%20Arizona%20Healthy%20Schools%20Act.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2026/06/AZ%20Healthy%20Schools%20Act%20Certified%20Schools%20.xlsx
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2026/06/AZ%20Healthy%20Schools%20Act%20Certified%20Schools%20.xlsx
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=y7ClWB9EukKloY_f0Fo__FveWgFZbItEnU2NYDIIWQVUQUk0V0tKMzlGVkNVUUc0SUQ5NkdQVEk5Ri4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=y7ClWB9EukKloY_f0Fo__FveWgFZbItEnU2NYDIIWQVUQUk0V0tKMzlGVkNVUUc0SUQ5NkdQVEk5Ri4u&route=shorturl


True.

False.

A

B

Quiz Time
True or False. When planning a snack menu for the ASCSP, weekly requirements must be met.

Quiz Time
True or False. The Arizona Healthy Schools Act is a State law. Schools must certify compliance
through the link on the HNS website.



Quiz Time

B

Quiz Time

Who Must Submit: All public
districts and charter schools
participating in National School
Lunch Program, School
Breakfast Program, Child and
Adult Care Food Program and
Summer Food Service Program 
How to Submit: Certification of
Compliance for A.R.S. 15-242.01:
Ultraprocessed Foods
Prohibition

True.

False.

A

B

True or False. When planning a snack menu for the ASCSP, weekly requirements must be met.True or False. The Arizona Healthy Schools Act is a State law. Schools must certify compliance
through the link on the HNS website.
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SECTION 4 TRAINING REQUIREMENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES

Training Curriculum for Arizona Child Nutrition
Professionals Operating the National School Lunch and

School Breakfast Program

Training for School Nutrition Programs Annual
Requirements: Effective July 1, 2015, SFAs must ensure that
all new and current school nutrition program staff meet
the minimum annual training requirements per USDA’s
Professional Standards regulations. 

Training

Because the trainings offered are vast in quantity and
diverse in content, HNS has drafted specialized Training
Curriculum for School Nutrition Programs based on job
duties to help directors get started creating training plans
for the year. For more information on Professional
Standards, visit the NSLP Training webpage, under the
"Build Your Employee Training Plans" accordion. 

FOR SCHOOL NUTRITION PROGRAMS

https://www.azed.gov/hns/nslp/forms
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2021/03/NSLP%20Training%20Curriculum.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2021/03/NSLP%20Training%20Curriculum.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2021/03/NSLP%20Training%20Curriculum.pdf


SECTION 4 TRAINING REQUIREMENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES

Civil Rights Training is required annually to ensure all staff
are aware of and understand the civil rights requirements.
HNS provides a Civil Rights Compliance for Child Nutrition
Operators Online Course (English) (Spanish). This training
can count towards Professional Standards requirements. 

Training Requirement
ANNUAL CIVIL RIGHTS TRAINING

Civil Rights Compliance for Child
Nutrition Operators

Required for all employees every
year

(English) (Spanish)

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/07/NEW%20Design%20EXAMPLE%20%E2%80%93%20Civil%20Rights.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2022/08/Civil%20Rights%20Compliance%20in%20The%20Child%20Nutrition%20Programs%20%28Spanish%29.pdf


SECTION 4 TRAINING REQUIREMENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES

School nutrition program directors, management, and staff
tasked with NSLP procurement responsibilities must
complete training on Federal procurement standards
annually. HNS provides a Procurement Basics online course.
This training can count towards Professional Standards
requirements. 

Training Requirement
PROCUREMENT

Procurement Basics

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2026/03/Procurement%20Basics_0.pdf


SECTION 4 TRAINING REQUIREMENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES

These webinars are designed to support the school
nutrition community by providing practical, real-world
strategies to strengthen and improve nutrition programs.
While upLIFT focuses on sharing insights, best practices,
and innovative approaches from the field, Staying on Track
covers timely and essential topics to help school nutrition
professionals remain informed, compliant, and successful
throughout the school year.

Registration is available in ADE Professional Learning and
Development (APLD). 

Additional Training
MONTHLY WEBINARS

Staying on Track: June

upLIFT Webinar Series

https://azed.geniussis.com/Login.ashx?EntityId=79275
https://azed.geniussis.com/Login.ashx?EntityId=79275
https://www.azed.gov/hns/nslp/uplift


SECTION 4 TRAINING REQUIREMENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES

These workshops enhance practical knowledge in school
nutrition program directors and operators by providing
hands-on learning experiences that bridge the gap
between theory and daily practice. Unlike self-paced online
training, workshops allow participants to actively apply
concepts, practice skills, and receive immediate feedback
from subject matter experts and peers.

Registration is available in ADE Professional Learning and
Development (APLD). 

Additional Training
IN-PERSON WORKSHOPS

NSLP Fall In-Person
Workshop Schedule

https://azed.geniussis.com/Login.ashx?EntityId=79275
https://azed.geniussis.com/Login.ashx?EntityId=79275
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2026-07/NSLP%20Fall%20Workshop%20Schedule.pdf


SECTION 4 TRAINING REQUIREMENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES

Staying on Track Monthly Webinar


https://vimeo.com/1211811265?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci


SECTION 4 TRAINING REQUIREMENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES

Training

upLIFT was created for the child nutrition professional, providing
materials to help LEARN about nutrition, INSPIRE healthy and creative
recipes, FEED students healthy meals, and TEACH others in the
community about child nutrition programs! upLIFT provides monthly
webinars, research articles, and fact sheets to help expand nutrition
knowledge and gain confidence in teaching staff, supervisors, and
community members. HNS collects photographs and success stories
from Arizona school nutrition programs to share and inspire other
school nutrition professionals. The TASTE AZ promotion showcases
Arizona's very own local produce and available food options. Each
month, HNS highlights a food that is grown in Arizona, or local
products easily available to operators. Additionally, operator

UPLIFT WEBINAR SERIES

Register in the ADE Professional Learning and Development (APLD)

https://azed.geniussis.com/PublicWelcome.aspx


SECTION 4 TRAINING REQUIREMENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES

SY 2026-27 Initiative
For the 2026–2027 school year, Community to Cafeteria is a focused initiative aimed at increasing
participation in the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) while enhancing meal quality through strong
community engagement. Food Service Directors will be empowered to implement targeted marketing
and outreach strategies to promote school meals, improve student and family perceptions, and build
meaningful partnerships with local organizations and businesses, and public health agencies. These
efforts are designed to increase awareness, strengthen trust, and create a shared investment in student
nutrition and wellness.

In addition, the initiative includes key projects to support program growth and sustainability, such as
expanding Farm to School efforts, incorporating more locally sourced foods, strengthening food safety
knowledge and practices, and reviewing and enhancing Local Wellness Policies. Schools will also build
capacity in grant writing to secure additional resources. Together, these strategies will support high-
quality, appealing meals and foster a connected, community-driven approach to child nutrition
programs.

COMMUNITY TO CAFETERIA

Register in the ADE Professional Learning and Development (APLD)

https://azed.geniussis.com/PublicWelcome.aspx
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SECTION 5 ADDITIONAL UPDATES AND REMINDERS

SFAs electing to operate NSLP and/or SBP
under a Special Provision Option must have
completed the provision application process
prior to CNPWeb application approval. 

As with prior years, applications for Provision
2, Provision 3, and the Community Eligibility
Provision are due June 30.

APRIL 1
SFAs

determine
identified

student and
enrollment

counts

APRIL 15
Deadline for

LEAs to
submit

identified
student and
enrollment

counts to ADE
for each site
within CNP

Direct
Certification

in
ADEConnect

‘CEP Data
Collection’

Deadline for
LEAs to
submit

identified
student and
enrollment

counts to ADE
for each site
within CNP

Direct
Certification

in
ADEConnect

‘CEP Data
Collection’

MAY 1
ADE

publishes a
site level

notification
list of all

eligible and
near eligible

CEP sites

JUNE 30
CEP

application
and

supporting
documentati
on are due to

ADE

Updates & Reminders
MANDATORY REPORTING



SECTION 5 ADDITIONAL UPDATES AND REMINDERS

The Food Program Permanent Service Agreement (FPPSA) is
undergoing revisions to encompass new and/or modified laws,
regulations, and statutes.

Execution of the updated FPPSA is required to maintain program
participation, and SFAs must comply with all terms and conditions.
SFAs must complete and submit the updated FPPSA by the required
due date and whenever there are changes to the SFA’s Designated
Official or Authorized Signers. 

Failure to submit a completed and signed FPPSA may result in the
inability to begin or continue program operations and receipt of
reimbursement. More detailed instructions, including a due date for
submission, will be communicated during SY 2026-27. 

Updates & Reminders
FOOD PROGRAM PERMANENT SERVICE AGREEMENT 



SECTION 5 ADDITIONAL UPDATES AND REMINDERS

The FY 2027 state budget, enacted by the Arizona Legislature, appropriated one-time funding to reduce
or eliminate copayments that would otherwise be charged to children eligible for reduced-price meals. 

The state appropriation will be provided to the NSLP and SBP operators by ADE as a per-meal
reimbursement. If the appropriated amount is insufficient to cover all meals served to students certified as
eligible for reduced-price meal benefits, ADE will reduce the funding proportionately and notify the
impacted SFAs. 

To obtain the per meal reimbursement, all SFAs, except those operating CEP or Provision 2 or 3 in a non-
base year, shall continue to follow their Free and Reduced-Price Policy which includes the distribution of
the Household Application for Free and Reduced-Price Meals, use of the CNP Direct Certification system to
certify students for free or reduced-price meal benefits, and track the eligibility on the benefit issuance
document. Meals served to children certified as eligible for reduced-price meal benefits are then claimed
in the reduced category of the CNPWeb monthly claim. SFAs must also notify families and offer meals free
of charge to the students who are certified as eligible for reduced-price meal benefits. 

Updates & Reminders
FISCAL YEAR 2027 REDUCED-PRICE MEAL SUBSIDY



SECTION 5 ADDITIONAL UPDATES AND REMINDERS

This is most often tied to insufficient quantities
findings that occur consistently throughout the
month. 

Common systemic issues in this area include: 
Only offering ½ cup fruit at breakfast 
Offering a 1.0 oz eq grain item at breakfast each
day resulting in insufficient weekly grain
quantities (e.g., cereal) 
Insufficient quantities of a specific vegetable
subgroup at lunch 
Insufficient vegetable quantities at lunch 

Administrative Review
Frequent Findings
MEAL PATTERN ERRORS

MEAL COUNTING PROCEDURES

ERRORS IN ELIGIBILITY
DETERMINATION

NONPROFIT SCHOOL FOOD SERVICE
ACCOUNT 

Indirect Cost
Adult Meal Prices

Use HNS Meal Count Templates
Ensure Daily Edit Checks are
conducted daily

Update BID
Provision 2 and 3 BASE YEAR
Operators must continue to distribute
household applications and parent
letters and claim meals by each
student’s eligibility



True.

False.

A

B

Quiz Time
True or False. When planning a snack menu for the ASCSP, weekly requirements must be met.

Quiz Time
True or False. Serving a breakfast entree of Ready to Eat cereal that credits as 1 oz/eq as one of
my breakfast entrees, will fulfill the weekly grain serving requirement.



Quiz Time

B

Quiz Time

Serving a daily 1 oz/eq cereal only
totals 5 oz/eq for the week, should a
student choose that option each
day. This is an insufficient amount of
grain for the minimum weekly
requirement.

True.

False.

A

B

True or False. When planning a snack menu for the ASCSP, weekly requirements must be met.True or False. Serving a breakfast entree of Ready to Eat cereal that credits as 1 oz/eq as one of
my breakfast entrees, will fulfill the weekly grain serving requirement.



SECTION 5 ADDITIONAL UPDATES AND REMINDERS

As of SY 2024-25, public school districts and charter districts that participate
in the NSLP/SBP and that report to the ADE Arizona Educational Data
Standards (AzEDs) reporting system via their student information system are
required to populate Student School Food Service Program data fields for
each student via the AzEDS enrollment record. 

SFAs must confer with Student Information System (SIS) coordinators to
ensure the accurate reporting of student eligibility status and source in the
Student School Food Service Program Association (SSFSPA) section of
AzEDS.

SFAs shall establish, or review, policy and procedures to ensure the secure
transmission of NSLP/SBP information, and that confidentiality measures are
in place. 

Updates & Reminders
ARIZONA EDUCATIONAL DATA STANDARDS (AZEDS) 



SECTION 5 ADDITIONAL UPDATES AND REMINDERS

Reminders: 

Enrolled students with paid eligibility status are not required to be
reported in the SSFSPA section 

CACFP students should not be reported in the SSFSPA 

The Alternative Form for Income Based Eligibility does not convey
eligibility for the NSLP/SBP 

Where applicable, SSFSPA data may be used to determine individual,
student level eligibility for 2027 SUN Bucks (Summer EBT) benefits. 

Updates & Reminders
ARIZONA EDUCATIONAL DATA STANDARDS (AZEDS) 



CONTACT US

602-542-8700

www.azed.gov/hns

HelpDesk

If you have a question or require additional
assistance, please contact your assigned
specialist or contact HNS.

https://www.azed.gov/hns
https://helpdesk.azed.gov/


Congratulations
School Year 2026-2027
Updates & Reminders for School Food
Authorities

Information to include when documenting this
training for Professional Standards:

Please note, attendees must document the amount of training hours
indicated on the training despite the amount of time it takes to complete it. 

Training Title: 
School Year 2026-2027
Updates & Reminders for
School Food Authorities

Key Area: 3000 -
Adminstration
Learning Code: 3200
Length: 30 Minutes



Certificate
Requesting a training certificate
Please click the button to complete a brief
survey about this online training. Once the
survey is complete, you will be able to print your
certificate of completion from Survey Monkey. 

Information to include when documenting this training for Professional Standards:

Please note, attendees must document the amount of training hours
indicated on the training despite the amount of time it takes to complete it. 

Training Title: 
School Year 2026-2027
Updates & Reminders
for School Food
Authorities

Key Area: 3000 - Adminstration
Learning Code: 3200
Length: 30 Minutes

Take Survey

TAKE SURVEY

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/upliftrecordedwebinar
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/OnlineHowToGuides


In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil
rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and
institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from
discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, disability, age, marital status,
family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or
reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or
funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing
deadlines vary by program or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program
information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should
contact the responsible Agency or USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY)
or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program
information may be made available in languages other than English.

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination
Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint
and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the
information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-
9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of
Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW,
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

https://www.usda.gov/oascr/how-to-file-a-program-discrimination-complaint
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov
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	Information to include when documenting this training for Professional Standards:
	Training Title: School Year 2026-2027 Updates & Reminders for School Food Authorities
	Key Area: 3000 - Administration
	Learning Code: 3200
	Length: 30 minutes


	Intended Audience
	This training is intended for School Food Authorities (SFAs) operating the National School Lunch Program (NSLP).

	Objectives
	At the end of this training, attendees should be able to:
	be familiar with the annual application requirements;
	understand how to access and utilize USDA Foods;
	recall updates to the School Nutrition Standards;
	understand training requirements and opportunities; and,
	be aware of all additional 2026-2027 updates and reminders.

	INTRODUCTION

	Disclaimer
	This training was developed by the Arizona Department of Education (ADE) Health and Nutrition Services Division (HNS). The content in this training is intended for professionals operating one or more USDA Child Nutrition Programs in Arizona under the direction of ADE. The information in this training is subject to change. Attendees are encouraged to access professional development materials directly from the training library to prevent use of outdated content.
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	Agenda
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	HNS 07-2026: SCHOOL YEAR 2026-2027 UPDATES AND REMINDERS FOR SCHOOL FOOD AUTHORITIES

	SECTION 1  Annual Application Requirements
	SECTION 1

	CNPWeb Access
	ACCESS TO CNP APPLICATIONS VIA ADECONNECT
	ADEConnect provides a single sign-on for multiple applications used by ADE, for example, the CNPWeb. Access to CNPWeb is granted by the Entity Administrator (EA) established by and for the entity.
	Whether the EA is listed as an Authorized Signer on the FPPSA or not, EAs, shall not grant Child Nutrition Programs’ technology systems access to consultants, consulting firms or Food Service Management Companies (FSMCs) contracting with SFA.
	The Child Nutrition Programs’ technology systems within ADEConnect include:
	CNP MyFoods;
	CNPWeb;
	CNP Direct Certification/Direct Verification;
	CNP Verification;
	CNP Supplemental Payments; and
	CNP Summer EBT SUN Bucks – SFA.
	The Child Nutrition Programs’ technology systems outside of ADEConnect include:
	FFAVORS
	SECTION 1



	CNPWeb Access
	ACCEPTABLE USE POLICY
	In addition to the Acceptable Use Policy, SFAs can review information about access to technology systems in the FPPSA, which is agreed upon by the Designated Official when the FPPSA is signed.
	The Designated Official has the responsibility to ensure unauthorized individuals, including consultants and employees of FSMCs, are not granted access to the Child Nutrition Programs' technology systems.
	Resource: Acceptable Use Policy
	SECTION 1



	Updates & Reminders
	EOS EDITS TO ENSURE CONSISTENCY
	As a reminder, all users are responsible for ensuring that the information provided to ADE’s School Finance unit is accurate and up to date.
	During the onboarding of a new Local Education Agency (LEA), a profile is created in ADE’s Education Organization System (EOS), which serves as the source of information and designation of the LEA. School Finance maintains this data, and it is used to validate CNPWeb applications.
	To avoid discrepancies or delays, CNPWeb information must match EOS records.
	Any questions regarding the process should be directed towards School Finance for public entities and the assigned HNS specialist for non-public entities.

	SECTION 1

	Updating Entity Information in EOS
	SECTION 1

	Updates & Reminders
	CNPWEB SITE AND SPONSOR APPLICATIONS
	Each school year, SFAs are required to submit a sponsor application and an application for each site via CNPWeb. The sponsor application collects entity level information including contact information, program beginning and end dates, as well as indication of approved participation in one of the Special Provision Options (if applicable). The site application collects site level operational information including site contact information, meal service types, and identifies the site’s intended participation in one or more of the Child Nutrition Programs.
	The annual submission and approval of the site and sponsor applications is a required step for SFAs to submit reimbursement requests for meals served under the any of the following Child Nutrition Programs:
	National School Lunch Program (NSLP)
	School Breakfast Program (SBP)
	School Milk Program (SMP)
	Afterschool Care Snack Program (ASCSP)
	At-Risk Afterschool Meals Component of the Child and Adult Care Food Program
	SECTION 1



	Updates & Reminders
	ADDING SITES
	SFAs adding sites to CNPWeb must complete and submit the Add/Change/Delete Form.
	Authorized signers can complete an Add/Change/Delete form through a HelpDesk ticket.
	User/Requestor submitting Add/Change/Delete form must be a Designated Official or an Authorized Signer listed on the Food Program Permanent Service Agreement.
	Sites that are legally separate from the SFA require the submission of an Inter-Agency Partnership Agreement.
	Digital Add/Change/Delete via HelpDesk - recommended
	Log in to ADEConnect
	Click 'Help'
	Click 'Go to Help Desk'
	Click 'New Request'
	Locate Health and Nutrition Services templates
	Select 'HNS Add/Change/Delete Form'
	Complete all required fields and applicable optional fields within HelpDesk's Add/Change/Delete form
	*User/Requestor submitting the Add/Change/Delete form must be submitted by an Authorized Signer listed on the Food Permanent Service Agreement

	Manual Add/Change/Delete Form (print, sign, scan, and email)
	SECTION 1



	Applying for SY 26-27
	AVAILABLE RESOURCES
	NSLP Online Training Library: Visit HNS' online training library to access Step-by-Step Instructions.
	Step-by-Step Instruction: How to Submit Site and Sponsor Applications in CNPWeb
	NSLP & SBP - Program Forms and Resources: Visit the NSLP forms and resources webpage to access templates and fillable forms needed for CNPWeb Checklist Items and Additional Documentation.
	School Meals Programs Application and USDA Foods Checklist
	SECTION 1


	Applications will not be approved until all Checklist items have been received and approved

	CNPWeb Checklist Items
	After application submission, the CNPWeb will produce a checklist of documentation that LEAs need to provide to ADE depending on the LEA type and/or how the LEA is operating the program. These items may be provided directly to the LEAs assigned HNS specialist. Not all LEAs will have pending checklist items.
	Checklist items may include:
	Catering Contract
	Food Service Management Company Contract
	501c3
	Customized Household application
	Food Program Permanent Service Agreement
	The LEA’s HNS Specialist will check the boxes once the documentation is received. The LEA cannot check these off themselves.
	SECTION 1


	CNPWeb Checklist Items
	FREE AND REDUCED-PRICE POLICY STATEMENT/ADDENDUMS:
	The SFA must review their free and reduced-price policy for substantive changes.
	The policy statement must be updated and resubmitted to their assigned HNS Specialist if there are any changes to the process or staff/position responsible for eligibility determinations.
	In all cases, the SFA must have an approved policy statement on file with ADE that accurately describes its current free and reduced-price policies.
	Amendments must be submitted for approval to their assigned HNS Specialist no later than October 15th each year. The Free and Reduced Price Policy Statement template can be accessed on ADE’s NSLP/SBP website under the Resources for Operators - Program Forms and Resources area or by utilizing the link provided.
	The following resource is also available: How to Complete the Free and Reduced-Price Policy Statement.
	SECTION 1



	CNPWeb Checklist Items
	PAID LUNCH EQUITY
	All School Food Authorities (SFAs), regardless of their current lunch prices, are required to conduct an annual review of their paid lunch prices to comply with the Paid Lunch Equity (PLE) requirement by using the USDA Paid Lunch Equity (PLE) Tool for the current year. However, certain SFAs are NOT required to complete the Annual PLE Tool.
	School Food Authorities (SFAs) that are not required to complete the Annual PLE Tool include:
	SFAs that qualify for the school year 2026-2027 PLE exemption;
	Community Eligibility Provision schools;
	Non-pricing programs such as Provision 2 schools.
	SECTION 1



	CNPWeb Checklist Items
	PAID LUNCH EQUITY
	Exempt
	SFAs with a positive or zero balance in the nonprofit school food service account as of June 30, 2026, are exempt from PLE pricing requirements for SY 2026-2027. This can be shown with their current Annual Financial Report (AFR).

	Not Exempt
	SFAs that do not qualify for the PLE exemption due to a negative balance in the nonprofit school food service account as of June 30, 2026, must follow PLE requirements when establishing their paid lunch prices for SY 2026-2027.

	OPTIONAL TOOL FOR EXEMPT SFAS While not required, exempt SFAs may choose to use USDA's PLE tool to complete the steps necessary to determine their target SY 26-27 paid lunch price and adjust their paid lunch prices accordingly.
	SECTION 1



	CNPWeb Checklist Items
	PAID LUNCH EQUITY
	SFAs may use the prices they last charged students as the basis for their SY 2026-2027 paid lunch price calculation, even if those prices were charged during a year the SFA was not required to comply with PLE requirements.
	If an SFA did not charge for meals during SY 2025-2026, such as an SFA that operated the Community Eligibility Provision, or Provisions 2 or 3 and is returning to standard counting and claiming in SY 2026-2027, they may use the most recent paid lunch price data as the basis for its SY 2026-2027 paid lunch calculation.
	SFAs are not required to raise their paid lunch price by more than 10 cents for SY 2026-2027 from the last year they charged for paid lunches. SFAs can still choose to raise the price by more than 10 cents.
	SECTION 1

	Resource: How to Connect with HNS using the HelpDesk


	Keep Connecting with HNS
	ADE HELPDESK
	HNS encourages SFAs to HelpDesk, ADE’s ticketing system, when in need of any assistance from HNS. In addition to current options in the Service Request Catalog, including one time exception requests, reimbursement claim/attendance factor issues, the Add/Change/Delete Form, application issues, and general inquiries.
	HelpDesk is part of the ADEConnect. Those who do not have an ADEConnect account, will be prompted to create one.


	SECTION 2  Accessing and Utilizing USDA Foods
	SECTION 2

	USDA Foods
	USDA FOODS IN SCHOOLS - CNP MYFOODS
	CNP MyFoods is the online portal that collects entity-level information, including contact and billing information, as well as site-level delivery information required by the ADE contracted warehouse responsible for receiving and distributing Direct Delivery products. SFAs must have an active status in CNP MyFoods to utilize their Planned Assistance Level (PAL) dollars provided through the USDA Foods in Schools program for SY 2026-27.
	Returning operators should use the School Meals Application Checklist to ensure all activities are completed. CNP MyFoods updates must be completed prior to ordering materials from USDA Foods Direct Delivery or DoD Fresh.
	For SY 2026-27, an approved CNPWeb application is not required prior to ordering.
	SFAs that have not previously accessed their PAL for USDA Foods in Schools may do so at any time. SFAs will contact HNS at USDAFoods@azed.gov to discuss the food assistance program and begin the process of establishing a CNP MyFoods account and delivery site(s).
	SECTION 2



	Reminder
	REMINDER OF HNS 06-2026 MANAGEMENT OF USDA FOODS INVENTORY AT PROCESSORS
	To request additional pounds for SY 2026-27 and beyond, SFAs must submit a Calculator/Planner indicating the quantity and utilization for ADE approval. As the memo states after SY 2026-27, there will no longer be any carryover pounds in Arizona. All USDA Foods and Planned Assistance Level (PAL) must be used in the year that it is provided. ADE will transfer SFA unused pounds at processors to the state account for redistribution. For smooth implementation of this process, ADE will allow carryover from SY 2025-26.

	HNS 06-2026
	SECTION 2
	How to Complete the USDA Foods Portion of the AFR


	Legacy myFOODS
	SY 2026 USDA FOODS PORTION OF THE ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT (AFR)
	CNP MyFoods replaced the previous myFOODS system this last school year. However, the myFOODS system will need to be accessed to provide USDA Foods information for the AFR.
	The legacy system will be available to SFAs for 5 years; however, ADE will not process any updates made to the system after June 30, 2026.


	SECTION 3  Updates to the School Nutrition Standards
	SECTION 3

	Updated Nutrition Standards
	EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2025
	ADDED SUGARS
	Schools must meet the following product-based added sugar limits:
	Breakfast cereals must contain no more than 6 grams of added sugars per dry ounce (7 CFR 210.10(c)(2)(iii)(B)).
	Yogurt must contain no more than 12 grams of added sugars per 6 ounces (2 grams per ounce) (7 CFR 210.10(c)(2)(iv)(C)).
	Flavored milk must contain no more than 10 grams of added sugars per 8 fluid ounces, or 15 grams of added sugars per 12 fluid ounces for flavored milk sold as a competitive beverage for middle and high schools (7 CFR 210.10(d)(1)(iii)).
	The final rule titled, Child Nutrition Programs: Meal Patterns Consistent With the 2020-2025 Dietary Guidelines for Americans, effective July 1, 2024, is following phased-in implementation for required changes. The following NSLP and SBP meal pattern changes are effective July 1, 2025:
	SECTION 3




	Updated Nutrition Standards
	EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2025
	NSLP AFTERSCHOOL SNACKS
	Schools serving NSLP afterschool snacks to children in grades K-12 must serve the meal components and quantities found at 7 CFR 210.10(o)(2). Two highlights include:
	No more than half of the weekly fruit or vegetable offerings at NSLP snacks may be in the form of juice.
	At least 80 percent of the grains offered during the week for NSLP snacks must be whole grain-rich.
	Grain-based desserts, except for sweet crackers such as animal and graham crackers, do not contribute toward the grains requirement.
	The final rule titled, Child Nutrition Programs: Meal Patterns Consistent With the 2020-2025 Dietary Guidelines for Americans, effective July 1, 2024, is following phased-in implementation for required changes. The following NSLP and SBP meal pattern changes are effective July 1, 2025:
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	Updated Nutrition Standards
	EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2025
	The final rule titled, Child Nutrition Programs: Meal Patterns Consistent With the 2020-2025 Dietary Guidelines for Americans, effective July 1, 2024, is following phased-in implementation for required changes. The following NSLP and SBP meal pattern changes are effective July 1, 2025:
	BUY AMERICAN
	Schools’ non-domestic food purchases must not exceed 10 percent of total annual commercial food costs as outlined in 7 CFR 210.21(d)(5)(ii)(A) and 7 CFR 220.16(d)(5)(ii)(A). As outlined in recent guidance, State agencies have the ability to approve a temporary accommodation to those school food authorities that demonstrate they cannot meet the threshold requirement for non-domestic purchases (see SP 09-2026).
	SECTION 3




	Updated Nutrition Standards
	RESOURCES
	To assist schools in meeting the updated nutrition standards, the following resources are available:
	Team Nutrition and the Institute of Child Nutrition:
	Crediting Tip Sheets in Child Nutrition Programs
	Reducing Added Sugars at School Breakfast
	The Whole Grain Resource for the National School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs
	Nutrition Standards for Added Sugars Fact Sheets
	Buy American Exceptions Summary Tool

	Arizona Department of Education, Health and Nutrition Services:
	Overview of the Updated Nutrition Standards for School Meal Programs
	Meal Pattern Charts
	National School Lunch Program (3-day, 4-day, 5-day, 6-day, 7-day)
	School Breakfast Program (3-day, 4-day, 5-day, 6-day, 7-day)
	Updated Medical Statement for Students with Special Dietary Accommodations Form (English) (Spanish)
	Accommodation Plan - Webform Buy American Accommodation Plan
	SECTION 3


	What Schools Need to Know About the Arizona Healthy Schools Act
	Arizona Healthy Schools Act A.R.S. 15-242.01 Certification of Compliance
	Arizona Healthy Schools Act List of Certified Schools


	Arizona Healthy Schools Act Certification of Compliance
	HNS 05-2026
	Certification of Compliance with A.R.S. §15-242.01 and Public Posting
	Who Must Submit: All public districts and charter schools participating in National School Lunch Program, School Breakfast Program, Child and Adult Care Food Program and Summer Food Service Program
	How to Submit: Certification of Compliance for A.R.S. 15-242.01: Ultraprocessed Foods Prohibition


	Quiz Time
	Quiz Time
	True.
	False.

	Quiz Time
	Quiz Time
	True.
	False.

	SECTION 4  Training Requirements and Opportunities
	SECTION 4
	Training Curriculum for Arizona Child Nutrition Professionals Operating the National School Lunch and School Breakfast Program

	Training
	FOR SCHOOL NUTRITION PROGRAMS
	Training for School Nutrition Programs Annual Requirements: Effective July 1, 2015, SFAs must ensure that all new and current school nutrition program staff meet the minimum annual training requirements per USDA’s Professional Standards regulations.
	Because the trainings offered are vast in quantity and diverse in content, HNS has drafted specialized Training Curriculum for School Nutrition Programs based on job duties to help directors get started creating training plans for the year. For more information on Professional Standards, visit the NSLP Training webpage, under the "Build Your Employee Training Plans" accordion.
	SECTION 4

	Civil Rights Compliance for Child Nutrition Operators
	Required for all employees every year (English) (Spanish)


	Training Requirement
	ANNUAL CIVIL RIGHTS TRAINING
	Civil Rights Training is required annually to ensure all staff are aware of and understand the civil rights requirements. HNS provides a Civil Rights Compliance for Child Nutrition Operators Online Course (English) (Spanish). This training can count towards Professional Standards requirements.
	SECTION 4



	Training Requirement
	PROCUREMENT
	School nutrition program directors, management, and staff tasked with NSLP procurement responsibilities must complete training on Federal procurement standards annually. HNS provides a Procurement Basics online course. This training can count towards Professional Standards requirements.
	Procurement Basics

	SECTION 4

	Staying on Track Monthly Webinar
	SECTION 4

	Training
	UPLIFT WEBINAR SERIES
	upLIFT was created for the child nutrition professional, providing materials to help LEARN about nutrition, INSPIRE healthy and creative recipes, FEED students healthy meals, and TEACH others in the community about child nutrition programs! upLIFT provides monthly webinars, research articles, and fact sheets to help expand nutrition knowledge and gain confidence in teaching staff, supervisors, and community members. HNS collects photographs and success stories from Arizona school nutrition programs to share and inspire other school nutrition professionals. The TASTE AZ promotion showcases Arizona's very own local produce and available food options. Each month, HNS highlights a food that is grown in Arizona, or local products easily available to operators. Additionally, operator
	Register in the ADE Professional Learning and Development (APLD)
	SECTION 4



	SY 2026-27 Initiative
	COMMUNITY TO CAFETERIA
	For the 2026–2027 school year, Community to Cafeteria is a focused initiative aimed at increasing participation in the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) while enhancing meal quality through strong community engagement. Food Service Directors will be empowered to implement targeted marketing and outreach strategies to promote school meals, improve student and family perceptions, and build meaningful partnerships with local organizations and businesses, and public health agencies. These efforts are designed to increase awareness, strengthen trust, and create a shared investment in student nutrition and wellness.
	In addition, the initiative includes key projects to support program growth and sustainability, such as expanding Farm to School efforts, incorporating more locally sourced foods, strengthening food safety knowledge and practices, and reviewing and enhancing Local Wellness Policies. Schools will also build capacity in grant writing to secure additional resources. Together, these strategies will support high-quality, appealing meals and foster a connected, community-driven approach to child nutrition programs.
	Register in the ADE Professional Learning and Development (APLD)


	SECTION 5  Additional Updates and Reminders
	SECTION 5

	Updates & Reminders
	FOOD PROGRAM PERMANENT SERVICE AGREEMENT
	The Food Program Permanent Service Agreement (FPPSA) is undergoing revisions to encompass new and/or modified laws, regulations, and statutes.
	Execution of the updated FPPSA is required to maintain program participation, and SFAs must comply with all terms and conditions. SFAs must complete and submit the updated FPPSA by the required due date and whenever there are changes to the SFA’s Designated Official or Authorized Signers.
	Failure to submit a completed and signed FPPSA may result in the inability to begin or continue program operations and receipt of reimbursement. More detailed instructions, including a due date for submission, will be communicated during SY 2026-27.
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	Updates & Reminders
	FISCAL YEAR 2027 REDUCED-PRICE MEAL SUBSIDY
	The FY 2027 state budget, enacted by the Arizona Legislature, appropriated one-time funding to reduce or eliminate copayments that would otherwise be charged to children eligible for reduced-price meals.
	The state appropriation will be provided to the NSLP and SBP operators by ADE as a per-meal reimbursement. If the appropriated amount is insufficient to cover all meals served to students certified as eligible for reduced-price meal benefits, ADE will reduce the funding proportionately and notify the impacted SFAs.
	To obtain the per meal reimbursement, all SFAs, except those operating CEP or Provision 2 or 3 in a non-base year, shall continue to follow their Free and Reduced-Price Policy which includes the distribution of the Household Application for Free and Reduced-Price Meals, use of the CNP Direct Certification system to certify students for free or reduced-price meal benefits, and track the eligibility on the benefit issuance document. Meals served to children certified as eligible for reduced-price meal benefits are then claimed in the reduced category of the CNPWeb monthly claim. SFAs must also notify families and offer meals free of charge to the students who are certified as eligible for reduced-price meal benefits.
	SECTION 5


	MEAL COUNTING PROCEDURES
	Use HNS Meal Count Templates
	Ensure Daily Edit Checks are conducted daily

	ERRORS IN ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATION
	Update BID
	Provision 2 and 3 BASE YEAR Operators must continue to distribute household applications and parent letters and claim meals by each student’s eligibility

	NONPROFIT SCHOOL FOOD SERVICE ACCOUNT
	Indirect Cost
	Adult Meal Prices


	Administrative Review Frequent Findings
	MEAL PATTERN ERRORS
	This is most often tied to insufficient quantities findings that occur consistently throughout the month.
	Common systemic issues in this area include:
	Only offering ½ cup fruit at breakfast
	Offering a 1.0 oz eq grain item at breakfast each day resulting in insufficient weekly grain quantities (e.g., cereal)
	Insufficient quantities of a specific vegetable subgroup at lunch
	Insufficient vegetable quantities at lunch


	Quiz Time
	Quiz Time
	True.
	False.

	Quiz Time
	Quiz Time
	True.
	False.
	Serving a daily 1 oz/eq cereal only totals 5 oz/eq for the week, should a student choose that option each day. This is an insufficient amount of grain for the minimum weekly requirement.
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	Updates & Reminders
	ARIZONA EDUCATIONAL DATA STANDARDS (AZEDS)
	As of SY 2024-25, public school districts and charter districts that participate in the NSLP/SBP and that report to the ADE Arizona Educational Data Standards (AzEDs) reporting system via their student information system are required to populate Student School Food Service Program data fields for each student via the AzEDS enrollment record.
	SFAs must confer with Student Information System (SIS) coordinators to ensure the accurate reporting of student eligibility status and source in the Student School Food Service Program Association (SSFSPA) section of AzEDS.
	SFAs shall establish, or review, policy and procedures to ensure the secure transmission of NSLP/SBP information, and that confidentiality measures are in place.
	SECTION 5



	Updates & Reminders
	ARIZONA EDUCATIONAL DATA STANDARDS (AZEDS)
	Reminders:
	Enrolled students with paid eligibility status are not required to be reported in the SSFSPA section
	CACFP students should not be reported in the SSFSPA
	The Alternative Form for Income Based Eligibility does not convey eligibility for the NSLP/SBP
	Where applicable, SSFSPA data may be used to determine individual, student level eligibility for 2027 SUN Bucks (Summer EBT) benefits.



	CONTACT US
	HelpDesk
	www.azed.gov/hns

	Congratulations
	School Year 2026-2027 Updates & Reminders for School Food Authorities
	Information to include when documenting this training for Professional Standards:

	Training Title:  School Year 2026-2027 Updates & Reminders for School Food Authorities
	Key Area: 3000 - Adminstration
	Learning Code: 3200
	Length: 30 Minutes

	Certificate
	Requesting a training certificate Please click the button to complete a brief survey about this online training. Once the survey is complete, you will be able to print your certificate of completion from Survey Monkey.
	TAKE SURVEY
	Take Survey
	Training Title:  School Year 2026-2027 Updates & Reminders for School Food Authorities
	Key Area: 3000 - Adminstration
	Learning Code: 3200
	Length: 30 Minutes

	In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.
	Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English.
	To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.
	USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.



