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Intended Audience
This training is intended for School Food Authorities
(SFAs) operating the National School Lunch Program
(NSLP) in Arizona.
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TRAINING HOURS

Information to include when documenting this
training for Professional Standards:

Training Title: October Staying on
Track

Length: 1 Hour

Key Area: 1000 - Nutrition, 3000 -
Administration, 4000 -
Communications and Marketing

Learning Code: 1130, 1230, 1310, 3120,
3130, 3350, 4120

Presenter: Jennifer Blankenship



This training was developed by the Arizona Department of Education (ADE) Health and Nutrition Services
Division (HNS). The content in this training is intended for professionals operating one or more United
States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Child Nutrition Programs (CNP) in Arizona under the direction of
ADE. The information in this training is subject to change. Attendees are encouraged to access
professional development materials directly from the training library to prevent the use of outdated
content. 

Disclaimer 
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HNS is here to
help!
We are here to provide assistance and
help you make the very best of your
program. 

OBJECTIVES

INTRODUCTION STAYING ON TRACK

Review monthly communication
distributed from HNS to ensure vital
emails were not overlooked;

Provide detailed training on important
topics and deadlines;

Provide directors an opportunity to
submit questions, that ADE can expand
on in later communications.



Questions
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Questions can be submitted in the Q&A
at any point, and HNS will respond in
the follow-up document that will be
released after the webinar.

Once the webinar concludes, HNS will
compile all the questions received and
create a follow-up Q&A document that
will address all questions.

If you require additional assistance
following HNS's communication, please
reach out to your HNS Specialist
through HelpDesk.



Agenda
Section 1: HNS Communications Recap

Section 2: Communication Hot Topics

Section 3: Training Opportunities

Section 4: Upcoming Deadlines and HNS Communications
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SECTION 1 
September HNS
Communications
Recap



HNS 09-2025: REDUCED-PRICE SUBSIDY REPORTING ON FISCAL
YEAR 2025 ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT

This memorandum is to inform all Public School Districts and Charter
Schools how to report reduced-price subsidy reimbursement
payments on the Fiscal Year (FY) 2025 Annual Financial Report (AFR).
Reduced-price subsidy reimbursement payments are funds received
from the FY 2025 State General Fund. The funds are distributed by the
Arizona Department of Education (ADE) to National School Lunch
Program and School Breakfast Program operators to cover the cost of
eliminating meal co-payments that would otherwise be charged to
children eligible for reduced-price meals.

All memorandums that pertain to operators of Child Nutrition
Programs in Arizona are available online at
www.azed.gov/hns/memos/.

SECTION 1 HNS COMMUNICATIONS RECAP

Memorandums

How to Complete the Food Services
AFR training webinar

Recoding | Slides

This training is intended for operators
of the National School Lunch Program

(NSLP) completing the required Annual
Financial Report (AFR).

https://cdn.mc-weblink.sg-mktg.com/weblink/MTc1ODY0ODU2M3xNWlBtdWlTajJyMnJ4LVVLZllCdlJvcnV0RHUxLUx0MWJCUnpBa1gyNlBhaTctdVByMTAxODYzZ1pEX0FrNkxfcWRQdDZZRW14eVFCYVg3WEhJSDVMYTV5bjBTS05FalZVakd4SkdENHJXa2Ywd0JmZXU0eHpIM1ZRMUxFVFhwREVycUdienJiN0s1VHRMMFRwS3BXMG40NDdVZkRUWENzdy1sTl9tWVlGYmlhSkpMS2dvaDNETDZVSUd4QXlhbC0wQ09oXzJjbndvUzJvbUJKZmtmWGRoN2tEUUsxS3luSHYtOC1VUl8zQUNRZEItLVB5WnpxSUY0MXBSbGNMLUltMDNKRHRYSHlyczhuclJMNUVkaHRlRjhqLS1KUTJTb1I0ejl2RmNYOTV0Znh5MzNpU2k4TVRtQU1Ra044LW4ydlJybEpGOTFxWW1jPXx_c_o5p7rCKGju1tgDIrownOg5X7PYDR7zWfAIvfJN0w==
https://cdn.mc-weblink.sg-mktg.com/weblink/MTc1ODY0ODU2M3xNWlBtdWlTajJyMnJ4LVVLZllCdlJvcnV0RHUxLUx0MWJCUnpBa1gyNlBhaTctdVByMTAxODYzZ1pEX0FrNkxfcWRQdDZZRW14eVFCYVg3WEhJSDVMYTV5bjBTS05FalZVakd4SkdENHJXa2Ywd0JmZXU0eHpIM1ZRMUxFVFhwREVycUdienJiN0s1VHRMMFRwS3BXMG40NDdVZkRUWENzdy1sTl9tWVlGYmlhSkpMS2dvaDNETDZVSUd4QXlhbC0wQ09oXzJjbndvUzJvbUJKZmtmWGRoN2tEUUsxS3luSHYtOC1VUl8zQUNRZEItLVB5WnpxSUY0MXBSbGNMLUltMDNKRHRYSHlyczhuclJMNUVkaHRlRjhqLS1KUTJTb1I0ejl2RmNYOTV0Znh5MzNpU2k4TVRtQU1Ra044LW4ydlJybEpGOTFxWW1jPXx_c_o5p7rCKGju1tgDIrownOg5X7PYDR7zWfAIvfJN0w==
http://www.azed.gov/hns/memos/
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2025/09/How%20to%20Complete%20the%20Food%20Service%20Annual%20Financial%20Report.mp4
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2025/09/How%20to%20Complete%20the%20Food%20Service%20Annual%20Financial%20Report.pdf
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Program Alert
THE ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT (AFR) IS DUE

October 15, 2025: AFR due for non-public
schools (private schools, residential child care
institutions, Special Milk Program schools, and
Bureau of Indian Affairs schools) *Please note
this date was extended from October 1. 

October 15, 2025:  AFR due for public schools
and charters 

The Arizona Department of Education Health and Nutrition
Services would like to provide a reminder of the due dates for the
Annual Financial Report (AFR). A section of the AFR requires
reporting USDA Foods Program spending. The How to Complete
the USDA Foods Portion of the AFR step-by-step instruction guide
is available to assist in completing this section of the AFR. 

UPDATES AND RESOURCES

Additionally, operators must include revenues received for the
State-funded reduced-price meal subsidy and for Local Foods for
Schools (Arizona's 'Try it Local' Program) for the reporting year (July
1, 2024 - June 30, 2025). 

For questions please visit: Forms—School Districts | Auditor General
(azauditor.gov) 

For HNS related memorandums visit:
TA 01-2025: School Year 2025-2026 State Match Requirements for
Districts and Charter Schools
HNS 09-2025: Reduced-Price Subsidy Reporting on Fiscal Year
2025 Annual Financial Report 

Please send any concerns and questions related to the AFR to
Grants Management's request system, HelpDesk.

https://cdn.mc-weblink.sg-mktg.com/weblink/MTc1OTM0ODg2M3xac3RDTW5EbjdYTlRleWExRlA4SWlyald2YzdvNk1pSHVRRW8xWGVpb2ZlWDc0RnJXUzZrOHJKU2xVUC1JcXpJcmh0a0lLZzBVZGtQb2NtUk9PVURRdFVCZUcwazFSMXNFcDVQcDBSSm9fZkY0M2JFLWU4LTlUcFNLWmdPUTRUMV92bGFwYldUblAwcjR3Y2lsenhwX2RTdzVjaEFkWFRnWW5vTHhRU2VnWUhrQlZOa2xHajQzaUxrVmFYZHNMWllKNndXS1NfZDI4R1U1R2RpUUJ4SFI4YnZxSk9OTTBpbmpBNEU1S3BfVkE0bDFUNzN6Sk1KdEs4YnNsYUtNeFlNQ1BkR2NjWjRaYXhzdm9xTjhOZTFuWGN4d3ZfZC1ROHRoUUV1R0wzYlB6ODlQWXQ5ZFE1TGxreTVpdUNsc29MV3NCLTRiTEZDcWhvPXz9TtSO9FBGh90cB_xUjiaos8Vn7X_IuK7MEx9XifHjsQ==
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2022/09/How%20to%20Complete%20USDA%20Foods%20AFR%20Calculations.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2022/09/How%20to%20Complete%20USDA%20Foods%20AFR%20Calculations.pdf
https://www.azauditor.gov/resources/school-districts/forms
https://www.azauditor.gov/resources/school-districts/forms
https://www.azauditor.gov/resources/school-districts/forms
http://link.hns.azed.gov/ls/click?upn=u001.0jZG60asxkoJfq9lqV-2FjI4OxpfTlqk8LJnk03jKhIWZYqZ2fQS1zV62LXmHgTQQxivB3eVCrpgOa953-2FdRgqZFPZsNPPuqbwCZHm4kAiLDtQ0i-2BYMGpOLNrPZNBNWETPhc79uyo7yjKBO1TfkPCUQ4gEz4OyNThMka8XIFrd9Ys-3DIt45_iVylTlbHZTjwDLMWeBNZwJ27rprteP-2FCWZTrZjEZ1p0YS32S4pIfasA36zVNVthhtvR77QkGCAc4ZdLEf28AXcItwOKqo-2FyO5Ps0eWtdGEeBdzQTiBICjMR-2FLUh3zD6-2Fqf3AylHUZnUxMBcamGvSt4oyw2IdPWMYTqzdvzssOk1prxw68Lj5l1CNnf-2BMU-2FeW4rLQtiXq1-2FDBtql93Yzw2CZFtcf7xMrEUoqGwq2pFG9gL2NoHmnONcVGm-2FAqh-2F-2BnuyAnjsibFQRXaBkae0JHJSyfKkdjFyFMm66rla-2FxLHfS4Nyg2inYB2Ppb-2FJOzg2TNLrzcrWmPHS5BBTZG7YBkw23cNy4a4O-2Ff-2FmsbjYW3db6Gr7-2Bsx8IVQT0BGSiasCgLCmFh9o0rk-2FWhQwonlKloHKZhSiNOh6dUBZFuSJhBLwWvUB6BPLB5bjo8NIar-2BZayaLwCAJYMyaBPZx0v0tUF28txJ4EZofPfHQXcrHf76soEoxqfri06Lkq2rgkMEzbGu4SeqVNILWGc-2FvVv71H80KQ4Ix2wRX9Tybuad1SaP8dOlmpKgDtJynoFXuQ7kxJzREGT7Bb9NFnWREeYCZeF2OMAdy9vBhwsZfpoQsv8T3aWny3utrHc5gvXJQ4fB9nOvM-2Fm8JwO7YAw-2BM6TPxBONVdnbH4eTeXnvnLneXTxxYw2BhfuYNGa3GstPvVL1BQI5K6Dl4PZQVmOiVvjfu5WtLrg1ZYUY3-2FTERGsYzu6V-2BHwbQJ-2B-2F-2FITclgpQalydCO1J-2F1osKxYiFTg-2BQJA3s128Gu1LtisBldHXpKW1ByGRXhpthnr4Ij3scRhtYhl8b-2FT7Y5vc-2BtTvW-2BhkUhZ9ZtrLaqU6g2xlmDxM64fsaenO4whFbao1kYL4cx-2Fju-2FM84IL1LuBRUXvn28qR4rf1mypZuPoD0Mqb7Xz2Hjch6PEOIgea6HecPLy21C7epon3gtTH4UGLZmRYjpM41WeeN5dU-2F6wY7pQeeWI4ievseBAlherAfsRFQvL2y5bsYsIMPdr4xPGq95eRAnXzx10-2FL6VA-3D-3D
http://link.hns.azed.gov/ls/click?upn=u001.0jZG60asxkoJfq9lqV-2FjI4OxpfTlqk8LJnk03jKhIWZYqZ2fQS1zV62LXmHgTQQxivB3eVCrpgOa953-2FdRgqZFPZsNPPuqbwCZHm4kAiLDtQ0i-2BYMGpOLNrPZNBNWETPhc79uyo7yjKBO1TfkPCUQ4gEz4OyNThMka8XIFrd9Ys-3DIt45_iVylTlbHZTjwDLMWeBNZwJ27rprteP-2FCWZTrZjEZ1p0YS32S4pIfasA36zVNVthhtvR77QkGCAc4ZdLEf28AXcItwOKqo-2FyO5Ps0eWtdGEeBdzQTiBICjMR-2FLUh3zD6-2Fqf3AylHUZnUxMBcamGvSt4oyw2IdPWMYTqzdvzssOk1prxw68Lj5l1CNnf-2BMU-2FeW4rLQtiXq1-2FDBtql93Yzw2CZFtcf7xMrEUoqGwq2pFG9gL2NoHmnONcVGm-2FAqh-2F-2BnuyAnjsibFQRXaBkae0JHJSyfKkdjFyFMm66rla-2FxLHfS4Nyg2inYB2Ppb-2FJOzg2TNLrzcrWmPHS5BBTZG7YBkw23cNy4a4O-2Ff-2FmsbjYW3db6Gr7-2Bsx8IVQT0BGSiasCgLCmFh9o0rk-2FWhQwonlKloHKZhSiNOh6dUBZFuSJhBLwWvUB6BPLB5bjo8NIar-2BZayaLwCAJYMyaBPZx0v0tUF28txJ4EZofPfHQXcrHf76soEoxqfri06Lkq2rgkMEzbGu4SeqVNILWGc-2FvVv71H80KQ4Ix2wRX9Tybuad1SaP8dOlmpKgDtJynoFXuQ7kxJzREGT7Bb9NFnWREeYCZeF2OMAdy9vBhwsZfpoQsv8T3aWny3utrHc5gvXJQ4fB9nOvM-2Fm8JwO7YAw-2BM6TPxBONVdnbH4eTeXnvnLneXTxxYw2BhfuYNGa3GstPvVL1BQI5K6Dl4PZQVmOiVvjfu5WtLrg1ZYUY3-2FTERGsYzu6V-2BHwbQJ-2B-2F-2FITclgpQalydCO1J-2F1osKxYiFTg-2BQJA3s128Gu1LtisBldHXpKW1ByGRXhpthnr4Ij3scRhtYhl8b-2FT7Y5vc-2BtTvW-2BhkUhZ9ZtrLaqU6g2xlmDxM64fsaenO4whFbao1kYL4cx-2Fju-2FM84IL1LuBRUXvn28qR4rf1mypZuPoD0Mqb7Xz2Hjch6PEOIgea6HecPLy21C7epon3gtTH4UGLZmRYjpM41WeeN5dU-2F6wY7pQeeWI4ievseBAlherAfsRFQvL2y5bsYsIMPdr4xPGq95eRAnXzx10-2FL6VA-3D-3D
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2025/09/HNS%2009-2025%20Food%20Services%20Annual%20Financial%20Report.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2025/09/HNS%2009-2025%20Food%20Services%20Annual%20Financial%20Report.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2025/09/HNS%2009-2025%20Food%20Services%20Annual%20Financial%20Report.pdf
http://link.hns.azed.gov/ls/click?upn=u001.0jZG60asxkoJfq9lqV-2FjIwcwD3r6ve92Vj8pFmHfN6-2FOD0IREfp0dDULk-2BLd-2F5IcZ3oP_iVylTlbHZTjwDLMWeBNZwJ27rprteP-2FCWZTrZjEZ1p0YS32S4pIfasA36zVNVthhtvR77QkGCAc4ZdLEf28AXcItwOKqo-2FyO5Ps0eWtdGEeBdzQTiBICjMR-2FLUh3zD6-2Fqf3AylHUZnUxMBcamGvSt4oyw2IdPWMYTqzdvzssOk1prxw68Lj5l1CNnf-2BMU-2FeW4rLQtiXq1-2FDBtql93Yzw2CZFtcf7xMrEUoqGwq2pFG9gL2NoHmnONcVGm-2FAqh-2F-2BnuyAnjsibFQRXaBkae0JHJSyfKkdjFyFMm66rla-2FxLHfS4Nyg2inYB2Ppb-2FJOzg2TNLrzcrWmPHS5BBTZG7YBkw23cNy4a4O-2Ff-2FmsbjYW3db6Gr7-2Bsx8IVQT0BGSiasCgLCmFh9o0rk-2FWhQwonlKloHKZhSiNOh6dUBZFuSJhBLwWvUB6BPLB5bjo8NIar-2BZayaLwCAJYMyaBPZx0v0tUF28txJ4EZofPfHQXcrHf76soEoxqfri06Lkq2rgkMEzbGu4SeqVNILWGc-2FvVv71H80KQ4Ix2wRX9Tybuad1SaP8dOlmpKgDtJynoFXuQ7kxJzREGT7Bb9NFnWREeYCZeF2OMAdy9vBhwsZfpoQsv8T3aWny3utrHc5gvXJQ4fB9nOvM-2Fm8JwO7YAw-2BM6TPxBONVdnbH4eTeXnvnLneXTxxYw2BhfuYNGa3GstPvVL1BQI5K6Dl4PZQVmOiVvjfu5WtLrg1ZYUY3-2FTERGsYzu6V-2BHwbQJ-2B-2F-2FITclgpQalydCO1J-2F1osKxYiFTg-2BQJA3s128Gu1LtisBldHXpKW1ByGRXhpthnr4Ij3scRhtYhl8b-2FT7Y5vc-2BtTvW-2BhkUhZ9ZtrLaqU6g2xlmDxM64fsaenO7RA-2BImR6B0giKVv-2BYyRR-2BFRsrzfm2kcAgnlsv8klo-2FCbrtF0LbPmju5VpLZ9IcK66OSNWim8D9ANVoEYzqwMi3i7saC2KkHvCYEcFxuXjwWYfpRESeOg3STuuP-2F-2F4V3b58K4At-2BCWOdXfCe3DQT8wN6xBz9GJmD6Fz9cGWdtyeJA-3D-3D


CELEBRATING FARM TO SCHOOL MONTH THIS
OCTOBER!
The Patrick Leahy Farm to School program helps
child nutrition program operators incorporate local
foods into meal programs, supports the integration
of agriculture and community food systems
education into curriculum, and assists state
agencies in deepening farm to school engagement
in their communities.

As farm to school efforts continue to grow across
the country, we invite you to spread the word!
Order these fun 2-inch stickers to share with
students to encourage them to go “Loco for Local”!

SCHOOL RESOURCE UPDATES FROM TEAM
NUTRITION

Team Nutrition’s resources support U.S. Secretary
of Agriculture Brooke Rollins’ guiding principle to
“Strengthen strategies to encourage healthy
choices, healthy outcomes, and healthy families.”
Team Nutrition is pleased to share new and
updated resources to support school menu
planning and a healthy school environment.

Check out Team Nutrition’s website for more menu
planning, nutrition education, and promotion
materials

SECTION 1 HNS COMMUNICATIONS RECAP

Announcements and Resources

https://cdn.mc-weblink.sg-mktg.-uACvqGcZWnw==
https://cdn.mc-weblink.sg-mktg.-uACvqGcZWnw==
https://cdn.mc-weblink.sg-mktg.
https://cdn.mc-weblink.sg-mktg.
https://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/team-nutrition


FY 2026 FARM TO SCHOOL GRANT PROGRAM NOW
ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS!
The United States Department of Agriculture
(USDA) Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) is pleased
to announce the release of the Fiscal Year (FY) 2026
Farm to School Grant Program Request for
Applications (RFA)!

To complete the application process, applicants
must obtain a Unique Entity Identifier (UEI),
register in the System for Award Management, and
register at www.Grants.gov. Applicants are
encouraged to begin this process as early as
possible, as it can take multiple weeks to complete
every step.

SECTION 1 HNS COMMUNICATIONS RECAP

Funding Opportunity

https://cdn.mc-weblink.sg-mktg.com/weblink/MTc1NzcwNzI0NHxFUE5PSDk3T2F1aFgyZy1KM1AxVWlOZW9ZeTRaRVN2QnM5dDJMMFV4N29Lb3JXbGp2QUVGVzB1UmN6Tk95dkNBS2JmZjg3R25BelBteDRKdG5leFN6LXlTLTNGcjRMSXFNd2NQVjJkM1o2Q0hjSzJCaHVtRjV2VmhIUnhlWkpLbmpNaFJnY1dvZlpxR19KWkRFMUxZdWdXMllZcjNHbWNMeTBVdWdwOXlycm5Rem1aS004NzFiUXREaWRscFdFeHdyVDNjcTZsVGVuTGh4OTdsZmRYUVJlTmpEcGtlSmRfanRXUXFCYnJsWDlBbHgtYl9lNEM0RUlVckVyLXN3d2EyN1FyclRUVmFVOGdpWlEyWXVDU0ctcjVhS25MekduRzRUaURIaThKZkpNbkxYUjVMekJjbGZJZVlsVW5SNW02Yjl5ODZMZE12NXZvPXxlV_CQF_sZwZLeSvqeOVqI33Rgt_Faxslz5WHV9MKtMw==
https://cdn.mc-weblink.sg-mktg.com/weblink/MTc1NzcwNzI0NHxFUE5PSDk3T2F1aFgyZy1KM1AxVWlOZW9ZeTRaRVN2QnM5dDJMMFV4N29Lb3JXbGp2QUVGVzB1UmN6Tk95dkNBS2JmZjg3R25BelBteDRKdG5leFN6LXlTLTNGcjRMSXFNd2NQVjJkM1o2Q0hjSzJCaHVtRjV2VmhIUnhlWkpLbmpNaFJnY1dvZlpxR19KWkRFMUxZdWdXMllZcjNHbWNMeTBVdWdwOXlycm5Rem1aS004NzFiUXREaWRscFdFeHdyVDNjcTZsVGVuTGh4OTdsZmRYUVJlTmpEcGtlSmRfanRXUXFCYnJsWDlBbHgtYl9lNEM0RUlVckVyLXN3d2EyN1FyclRUVmFVOGdpWlEyWXVDU0ctcjVhS25MekduRzRUaURIaThKZkpNbkxYUjVMekJjbGZJZVlsVW5SNW02Yjl5ODZMZE12NXZvPXxlV_CQF_sZwZLeSvqeOVqI33Rgt_Faxslz5WHV9MKtMw==
http://www.grants.gov/
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SECTION 2 COMMUNICATION HOT TOPICS

National School Lunch
Week
CELEBRATE #NSLW25 OCTOBER 13-17, 2025!

Celebrate NSLW the second full week of October* every year! The
theme this year is Taste the World: Your School Lunch Passport!

Get more information and marketing materials for National School Lunch
Week by clicking here!

Vietnam

Mexico

Korea

India

United States

Recipes

On fall break? Pick another week to celebrate!

Send pictures of your decorated kitchens and recipes for National
School Lunch week to your specialist via HelpDesk. 

https://schoolnutrition.org/about-school-meals/national-school-lunch-week/
https://schoolnutrition.org/about-school-meals/national-school-lunch-week/
https://www.thelunchbox.org/recipes-menus/recipes/OU002/
https://www.thelunchbox.org/recipes-menus/recipes/OU515/
https://www.thelunchbox.org/recipes-menus/recipes/OU004/
https://www.thelunchbox.org/recipes-menus/recipes/OU502/
https://www.thelunchbox.org/recipes-menus/recipes/FS009/


October is Farm to School Month, a time to celebrate the
connections happening all over the country between children and
local food.

SECTION 2 HOT TOPICS

Farm to School Month
WAYS TO CELEBRATE

Ways to Celebrate in AZ: 
Submit your school recipes that use local ingredients!
Connect with local farmers. Serve local products.
Implement the National Farm to School Network’s Celebration
toolkit.
Spread the word with free stickers.

What is Farm to School?
Farm to school enriches the connection communities have with
fresh, healthy food and local producers by enhancing food
purchasing and education practices at schools and early care and
education sites.

For information on submitting recipes click here!

https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/5c469df2395cd53c3d913b2d/66f1985d87f49b4c38fef92c_2024%20Farm%20to%20School%20Month%20Toolkit%20(1).pdf
https://cdn.mc-weblink.sg-mktg.


Click Here to Submit Recipes

October is Farm to School Month, a time to celebrate the
connections happening all over the country between children
and local food. ADE HNS is celebrating by collecting YOUR
school recipes that use locally sourced ingredients!

SECTION 2 HOT TOPICS

Farm to School Month
WAYS TO CELEBRATE

How will you submit recipes?
Click the submit recipe button.
Once recipes are collected ADE HNS will work with USDA to ensure recipe
standardization. The outcome will be a recipe collection that can be
shared with schools across our great State!

Kitchen Creations Cookbook Collective
The Kitchen Creations project began by creating standardized
recipes using local and native foods as primary ingredients. This
Collective aims to expand the recipe collections to include those
from schools is Arizona that use locally sourced ingredients as a
way to celebrate National Farm to School Month.

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=y7ClWB9EukKloY_f0Fo__CUbUaswwgtJsAa67nJpXI5UN0hHWFo0MDcyWVhNRzc3WlJSUVBNWURaUi4u
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Verification Season
PHASE 2: OFFICIALLY BEGINS TODAY OCTOBER 1!

count the total number of applications on file
count and categorize applications by case number, foster, free by income, and reduced by income

PHASE 1: PREPARE - COMPLETE!

determine which sampling method your SFA qualifies for based on the Verification Non-Response
Rate Report
locate the ADE Verification Sample Size Calculator
calculate how many applications will need to be verified 
select verification applications

PHASE 2: CALCULATE & SELECT APPLICATIONS - HAPPENING NOW!

Follow along with the steps in the Verification
Best Practices Calendar to ensure accurate and
timely verification outcomes.
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SFAs must review the Verification Non-Response Rate Report
to determine which sampling method, Standard, Alternative 1
(Random Sampling), or Alternative 2 (Focused Sampling),
they can use to calculate the number of applications that
need to be verified.  This review also helps determine
whether error-prone applications must be documented.

Verification Non-Response Rate Report

How to Identify Error-Prone Household
Applications

COPPER: SFAs may choose from any of the three
sampling methods 

RED or NO HIGHLIGHT: SFAs with red or no highlight
must use the Standard Sampling Method and determine
Error-Prone applications.  

Verification Season
NON-RESPONSE RATE REPORT

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2017/09/Verification%20Non-Response%20Rate%20Report.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2017/09/Verification%20Non-Response%20Rate%20Report.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2019/07/How%20to%20Identify%20Household%20Applications%20That%20Are%20Error-Prone%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2019/07/How%20to%20Identify%20Household%20Applications%20That%20Are%20Error-Prone%20FINAL.pdf
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Adult Meal Pricing
PRICING NON-PROGRAM ADULT MEALS

SFAs must price adult meals so that adult payments cover the overall cost of meals,
including the value of donated foods (USDA Foods) used in the production of adult
meals. 

The minimum adult payment should reflect the price charged to students paying full
price, plus the reimbursement rate received for a full-price meal and the value of
donated foods. 

In non-pricing programs (e.g., Special Assistance Provisions), the adult meal price should
be at least the amount of reimbursement received for a free meal, plus the value of
donated foods.

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/04/SP11-2023%20PLE%20Guidance%20for%20SY%202023_2024.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/04/SP11-2023%20PLE%20Guidance%20for%20SY%202023_2024.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/04/SP11-2023%20PLE%20Guidance%20for%20SY%202023_2024.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/04/SP11-2023%20PLE%20Guidance%20for%20SY%202023_2024.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/04/SP11-2023%20PLE%20Guidance%20for%20SY%202023_2024.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/04/SP11-2023%20PLE%20Guidance%20for%20SY%202023_2024.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/04/SP11-2023%20PLE%20Guidance%20for%20SY%202023_2024.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/04/SP11-2023%20PLE%20Guidance%20for%20SY%202023_2024.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/04/SP11-2023%20PLE%20Guidance%20for%20SY%202023_2024.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/04/SP11-2023%20PLE%20Guidance%20for%20SY%202023_2024.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/04/SP11-2023%20PLE%20Guidance%20for%20SY%202023_2024.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/04/SP11-2023%20PLE%20Guidance%20for%20SY%202023_2024.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/04/SP11-2023%20PLE%20Guidance%20for%20SY%202023_2024.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/04/SP11-2023%20PLE%20Guidance%20for%20SY%202023_2024.pdf


SECTION 2 HOT TOPICS

Adult Meal Pricing
PRICING NON-PROGRAM ADULT MEALS

Adult Meal Pricing Tool

School Food Authorities (SFAs) who choose to offer meals
to adults are required by Food and Nutrition Service
(FNS) Instruction 782-5 REV. 1 to price adult meals so that
adult payments are sufficient to cover the overall cost of
meals, including the value of donated foods used in the
production of adult meals. Annually, prior to the start of
each program year, adult meal prices must be assessed
to ensure they are up-to-date, compliant, and cover the
cost of adult meals. 

To assist operators in pricing adult meals, the Arizona
Department of Education Health and Nutrition Services
has created the following resource, which is available
now.

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2025/04/Adult%20Meal%20Pricing%20Tool.pdf


Adult Meal Pricing

SECTION 2 HOT TOPICS

Funds from the non-profit school food service account may not
be used to provide free or discounted meals to adults unless the
individual meets the definition of a program adult. 

PROGRAM VS NON-PROGRAM ADULT

Program Adult: may be served a meal at no charge, but may not
claim the meal for reimbursement

directly involved in the operation and administration
food service directors, kitchen managers, cooks, servers,
cashiers, etc.

Non-Program Adult: must be charged a sufficient amount to
cover the overall cost of the meal

not directly involved in the operation and administration
school administrators, custodians, teachers, etc. 

More detailed guidance is available in
Step-by-Step Instruction: How to
Determine Adult Meal Prices Using the
Adult Meal Pricing Tool

https://cms.azed.gov/home/GetDocumentFile?id=5e66b15a03e2b30470a62137
https://cms.azed.gov/home/GetDocumentFile?id=5e66b15a03e2b30470a62137
https://cms.azed.gov/home/GetDocumentFile?id=5e66b15a03e2b30470a62137


Quiz Time
True or False: Custodians are considered a Program Adult.

True

False

A

B

SECTION 2 HOT TOPICS



Quiz Time

True

False

A

B

SECTION 2 HOT TOPICS

Although custodians work in the
cafeteria around school food service, this
is not a school food service staff who is
performing Program requirements that
require training through the School
Nutrition Programs. 

These types of adults are considered
Nonprogram Adults. 

True or False: Custodians are considered a Program Adult.



Quiz Time
True or False: Funds from the non-profit school food
service account may be used to provide free or
discounted meals to non-program adults.

True

False

A

B

SECTION 2 HOT TOPICS



Quiz Time
True or False: Funds from the non-profit school food
service account may be used to provide free or
discounted meals to non-program adults.

True

False

A

B

SECTION 2 HOT TOPICS

Funds from the non-profit school food
service account can only be used to
cover meals for adults who work directly
with the school food service and are
considered program adults. 

Non-program adults are required to be
charged for meals. 



SECTION 2 HOT TOPICS

Quiz Time
Which HNS resource walks SFAs through the Verification
timeline and provides all needed forms and resources?

Verification Non-Response Rate Report 

Verification Tracking Form

Verification Best Practices Calendar

A

B

C
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Quiz Time

Verification Non-Response Rate Report 

Verification Tracking Form

Verification Best Practices Calendar

A

B

C

The Verification Best Practices Calendar
provides all steps, forms, and resources
to Phases 1-4 of Verification.

HNS created this resource to assist SFAs
through Verification to ensure accurate
and timely reporting. 

Which HNS resource walks SFAs through the Verification
timeline and provides all needed forms and resources?

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2021/09/Verification%20Best%20Practices%20Calendar.pdf
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Taste AZ Promotion
MONTHLY HIGHLIGHT OF LOCALLY SOURCED
FOOD AVAILABLE FOR SCHOOL NUTRITION
PROFESSIONALS

This promotion showcases Arizona's very
own locally grown produce and available
food options.

WHAT IS IT?

HOW DOES IT WORK?
Each month, HNS highlights a locally sourced
food that is easily available by providing an
informative resource. This includes fun facts,
availability timelines, and unique recipes. For
August, the spotlight is on Peppers!

WHY TASTE AZ?
HNS is thrilled to facilitate connections
between SFAs and the farmers and producers
who can incorporate these Arizona foods into
school meals! This promotion will draw
parallels to the Farm Fresh Challenge and will
include the logos for Taste, Teach, and/or
Connect when the information complements
the challenge criteria.

TASTE

TEACH

CONNECT



TASTE AZ October Highlight: 

SECTION 2 COMMUNICATION HOT TOPICS

TASTE AZ October
Highlight: 
PEPPERS

https://cdn.mc-weblink.sg-mktg.com/weblink/MTc1ODY1NzY2N3xZU243OU5KSWlMR0ZLVkp6THhHdUx0QkVneFZGeGtZdWlKZ05fTEU1V0tkYkQ1a0RnZzczM0p4dERRSEluclN1UlJZNzFBeEIzMDRXa2paOER2b3NDUFZuamNyVzNwRGNsaWpEbTRqZVMwTnZ5bHVMODl0RElrM29kQXo0Z3JvSFFTamxkTFJ2eE5NMTBSSHBEbzJUaWhabUE4SEU4bThmNHF2LU9XdkRWRUo1QTg2d2xDX29DdjdodEE1V3BjdXROQzVwdXNySlZSbmdwb09oZU9vSF9sYVZOcGJsc1VFZU9zQm1odU5SMEVsci0tek9ELWlNUzRGemd0aWRXMmlweDZWZnRqdTBMZGxCQTdZd2NRdWloNU9YQV9yeGttNzF5aU5NUElqdGNoS3Vna0J5VHUzMEY1dTlDTHJIbWlpMUpRYS0wRExqSFJRPXzwVVsa9cIy_mp15ztdNR5MyL3I_oNnvHaJNCaqcknGhw==
https://cdn.mc-weblink.sg-mktg.com/weblink/MTc1ODY1NzY2N3xZU243OU5KSWlMR0ZLVkp6THhHdUx0QkVneFZGeGtZdWlKZ05fTEU1V0tkYkQ1a0RnZzczM0p4dERRSEluclN1UlJZNzFBeEIzMDRXa2paOER2b3NDUFZuamNyVzNwRGNsaWpEbTRqZVMwTnZ5bHVMODl0RElrM29kQXo0Z3JvSFFTamxkTFJ2eE5NMTBSSHBEbzJUaWhabUE4SEU4bThmNHF2LU9XdkRWRUo1QTg2d2xDX29DdjdodEE1V3BjdXROQzVwdXNySlZSbmdwb09oZU9vSF9sYVZOcGJsc1VFZU9zQm1odU5SMEVsci0tek9ELWlNUzRGemd0aWRXMmlweDZWZnRqdTBMZGxCQTdZd2NRdWloNU9YQV9yeGttNzF5aU5NUElqdGNoS3Vna0J5VHUzMEY1dTlDTHJIbWlpMUpRYS0wRExqSFJRPXzwVVsa9cIy_mp15ztdNR5MyL3I_oNnvHaJNCaqcknGhw==


Check your FPPSA. Are all the signers still with your
organization? If yes, you are all set! If not, this
document should be updated and resubmitted! 

Food Program
Permanent Service
Agreement (FPPSA)

SECTION 2 COMMUNICATION HOT TOPICS

All documents can be
submitted via HelpDesk.
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FFAVORS Receipting
Requirement
REMINDERS

Receipts are considered past due if they have not been
entered in FFAVORS by the end of the 2nd business day
after the scheduled Received Delivery Date (RDD).  

When there are past due receipts, no orders can be placed
by (or on behalf of) the customer. The order block is
removed after these receipts are entered. 

https://www.azed.gov/hns/nslp/forms


HNS COMMUNICATIONS ROUND-UP

Try it Local! Local
Food for Schools
ARE YOU PARTICIPATING?

$1.9 million in remaining funds

How to Receive Try it Local Funding for Eligible Food
Purchases step-by-step instruction.

Located under the ‘Try it Local’ accordion

Join in to get reimbursed for minimally processed
local and regional foods used in school meals.

SECTION 2 HOT TOPICS

azed.gov/hns/nslp

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/12/How%20to%20Receive%20Try%20it%20Local%20Funding%20for%20Eligible%20Food%20Purchases.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/12/How%20to%20Receive%20Try%20it%20Local%20Funding%20for%20Eligible%20Food%20Purchases.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/hns/nslp


HNS COMMUNICATIONS ROUND-UP

CNP MyFoods
IN ADECONNECT

The myFOODS USDA Foods ordering system will be
replaced for the 2026-2027 school year. We will
introduce the new and enhanced CNP MyFoods
system in the coming months.

What to Expect:

Formal Announcement
Scheduled Virtual Training Sessions
Instructional Materials

SECTION 2 HOT TOPICS



SECTION 3 
Training
Opportunities 



September’s Training Opportunities
To access webinar slides, recordings, and online trainings, visit HNS' webpage or refer to the HNS
Communications Event Follow-up email.

SECTION 3 TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES 

Staying on Track:
September

September upLIFT
Provides an introduction to
USDA Foods, supplementing
summer menus with USDA
Foods, and tips for utilizing
USDA Foods during the
summer service.

Verification Review for
School Year 2025-2026

How to Complete the Food
Services AFR training
webinar Support operators
when completing the
required Annual Financial
Report (AFR).

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2025/09/Staying%20on%20Track%20-%20September%202025.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2025/09/Staying%20on%20Track%20-%20September%202025.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2025/09/Introducing%20Plate%20to%20Palate%20Transforming%20School%20Meal%20Perceptions%21.pdf
https://vimeo.com/1120187957?share=copy
https://vimeo.com/1120187957?share=copy
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2025/09/How%20to%20Complete%20the%20Food%20Service%20Annual%20Financial%20Report.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2025/09/How%20to%20Complete%20the%20Food%20Service%20Annual%20Financial%20Report.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2025/09/How%20to%20Complete%20the%20Food%20Service%20Annual%20Financial%20Report.pdf


SECTION 3 TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES 

SY 25-26 upLIFT 

Join us on October 21 where we will discuss how you can craft school
menus that are both appealing and nutritious. In this webinar, we will
explore innovative strategies to design meals that excite students' taste
buds while also meeting dietary guidelines. We look forward to sharing
tips on incorporating seasonal ingredients, balancing flavors, and
presenting meals in a way that captivates and engages students. Don’t
miss this webinar that will provide valuable insights to enhance your
menu planning process!

Click here to register!

UPLIFT WEBINAR: INNOVATIVE MENU DESIGN:
CREATING TEMPTING AND NUTRITIOUS SCHOOL
MEALS 

https://azed.geniussis.com/Registration.aspx?aid=10993


This workshop will equip School Food Authorities with the tools to
effectively navigate the NSLP Administrative Review while complying
with program regulations. Participants will take part in engaging activities
that will deepen their understanding of the process and pinpoint the
essential documentation required for a smooth experience. They will
discover best practices for record-keeping, the significance of accurate
documentation, and strategies for fulfilling all regulatory obligations.

Preparing for Your
Administrative Review
IN-PERSON WORKSHOP

PHOENIX
9:30 am - 12:00 pm 10/22/2025
Location:1535 W Jefferson St,
Phoenix, AZ 85007 Conference
Room B12
Registration Link:
https://azed.geniussis.com/Regis
tration.aspx?aid=11029

SECTION 3 TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES 

Registration is available in the ADE Professional Learning and
Development (APLD). Please only register for one in-person session. We
ask that only one attendee per entity register, as space is limited and is
offered on a first-come first-served basis. 

https://azed.geniussis.com/Registration.aspx?aid=11029
https://azed.geniussis.com/Registration.aspx?aid=11029
https://azed.geniussis.com/Login.ashx?EntityId=79275
https://azed.geniussis.com/Login.ashx?EntityId=79275


This workshop will equip School Food Authorities with the tools to
effectively navigate the NSLP Administrative Review while complying
with program regulations. Participants will take part in engaging activities
that will deepen their understanding of the process and pinpoint the
essential documentation required for a smooth experience. They will
discover best practices for record-keeping, the significance of accurate
documentation, and strategies for fulfilling all regulatory obligations.

Preparing for Your AR
Special Provision Option
IN-PERSON WORKSHOP

SECTION 3 TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES 

Registration is available in the ADE Professional Learning and
Development (APLD). Please only register for one in-person session. We
ask that only one attendee per entity register, as space is limited and is
offered on a first-come first-served basis. 

PHOENIX
1:00 pm - 4:30 pm 10/22/2025
Location: 1535 W Jefferson St,
Phoenix, AZ 85007 Conference
Room B12
Registration Link:
https://azed.geniussis.com/Regis
tration.aspx?aid=11030

https://azed.geniussis.com/Login.ashx?EntityId=79275
https://azed.geniussis.com/Login.ashx?EntityId=79275
https://azed.geniussis.com/Registration.aspx?aid=11030
https://azed.geniussis.com/Registration.aspx?aid=11030


This workshop will equip School Food Authorities with the essential
knowledge and skills to successfully manage their National School Lunch
Program. Participants will engage in interactive activities that enhance
their understanding of how to effectively run their NSLP program.
They will identify key documentation needed to ensure a smooth
operation. Attendees will learn best practices and acquire strategies to
meet all regulatory requirements.

NSLP New Director
Workshop
IN-PERSON WORKSHOP

SECTION 3 TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES 

Registration is available in the ADE Professional Learning and
Development (APLD). Please only register for one in-person session. We
ask that only one attendee per entity register, as space is limited and is
offered on a first-come first-served basis. 

PHOENIX
9:30 am - 12:00 pm 11/19/2025
Location: 1535 W Jefferson St,
Phoenix, AZ 85007 Conference
Room B12
Registration Link:
https://azed.geniussis.com/Regis
tration.aspx?aid=11045

https://azed.geniussis.com/Login.ashx?EntityId=79275
https://azed.geniussis.com/Login.ashx?EntityId=79275
https://azed.geniussis.com/Registration.aspx?aid=11045
https://azed.geniussis.com/Registration.aspx?aid=11045


SECTION 3 TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES 

Are you new to planning menus or returning and
could use a refresher? Please Review: 

How to Plan a Lunch Menu for the National
School Lunch Program

How to Plan a Breakfast Menu for the School
Breakfast Program

Suggested Trainings

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2017/04/FINAL%20How%20to%20Plan%20a%20Lunch%20Menu.pdf?id=58f911ef1130c0179c14bf7b
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2017/04/FINAL%20How%20to%20Plan%20a%20Lunch%20Menu.pdf?id=58f911ef1130c0179c14bf7b
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/09/How%20to%20Plan%20a%20Breakfast%20Menu%20.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/09/How%20to%20Plan%20a%20Breakfast%20Menu%20.pdf


SECTION 3 TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES 

Because the trainings offered by HNS are vast in
quantity, diverse in content, and is consistently being
updated, ADE maintains specialized curricula based
on job duties to help directors with their training
plans. 

Each curriculum includes a list of recommended
trainings offered by HNS and the Institute of Child
Nutrition (ICN) for specific roles, the format of each
training, the Professional Standards hours each
training provides, and where to access the training or
registration.

Training for School
Nutrition Programs

Training Curriculum for Arizona Child Nutrition
Professionals Operating the National School Lunch and

School Breakfast Program

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2021/03/NSLP%20Training%20Curriculum.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2021/03/NSLP%20Training%20Curriculum.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2021/03/NSLP%20Training%20Curriculum.pdf


SECTION 4 
Upcoming
Deadlines &
Communications



Nine live training opportunities await School
Nutrition Professionals this October.

Mark Your
Calendars!
OCTOBER EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES

For more information and links to register, check your inbox for the HNS
Events Forecast: October 2025 from HNS Communications!

SECTION 4 UPCOMING DEADLINES & COMMUNICATIONS

Arizona Department of Education (ADE) Health
and Nutrition Services (HNS) is dedicated to
providing all Child Nutrition Program operators
with training to support you and your teams'
professional learning needs to fulfill annual training
requirements, support program integrity, and
elevate Child Nutrition Programs across Arizona.

https://cdn.mc-weblink.sg-mktg.com/weblink/MTcyNTA0ODAyOHxCeVVqNXphUmtTOWhFdnh6MnRlVkxYamV1eGJLcjlfRG1pUkdadnF5a1Y4aXhOemRzN3hvWmY0Um5GWk04SXhybS12c3FpUFEySXpVaHIwaXdsd0RDWGM0di16d0Uyc0lWbk1wNjl0ZERpZHhQWWNkaFllbThBMkE5aVpmTXVYZm1VRnk5bm5zZnJuWE14NEw5cVB3cHZ2VlRrOGRyWS0xZlZVdndLOEVKdDA1dTllVDRkQ29JM29XSVZjdzFJekMxQlVQN1JzUHdUTmVpcXhiTGlfTWpaN1lDUERVeXoyZ1p0T0h0OXhydFJIR25PN2Jma2YtUWxNekdzR2dPR1BrT1BKTklabXVxaE1MM3QyQlVwX2FKNW92RUlhRTRZZXhHNTFhUUJhUTlEa1F5ZHB3YzVSRkpJSXVyeUZvM2NjU0psVGlsdnVNSUVjQnxGWxx8ObHaURP-ixwNWVUsANbr2HTADg-5w4lwqwFuIg==
https://cdn.mc-weblink.sg-mktg.com/weblink/MTcyNTA0ODAyOHxCeVVqNXphUmtTOWhFdnh6MnRlVkxYamV1eGJLcjlfRG1pUkdadnF5a1Y4aXhOemRzN3hvWmY0Um5GWk04SXhybS12c3FpUFEySXpVaHIwaXdsd0RDWGM0di16d0Uyc0lWbk1wNjl0ZERpZHhQWWNkaFllbThBMkE5aVpmTXVYZm1VRnk5bm5zZnJuWE14NEw5cVB3cHZ2VlRrOGRyWS0xZlZVdndLOEVKdDA1dTllVDRkQ29JM29XSVZjdzFJekMxQlVQN1JzUHdUTmVpcXhiTGlfTWpaN1lDUERVeXoyZ1p0T0h0OXhydFJIR25PN2Jma2YtUWxNekdzR2dPR1BrT1BKTklabXVxaE1MM3QyQlVwX2FKNW92RUlhRTRZZXhHNTFhUUJhUTlEa1F5ZHB3YzVSRkpJSXVyeUZvM2NjU0psVGlsdnVNSUVjQnxGWxx8ObHaURP-ixwNWVUsANbr2HTADg-5w4lwqwFuIg==
https://cdn.mc-weblink.sg-mktg.com/weblink/MTcyNzcyNjQzOHxZeG5xVVRwRnRjTUFkOG4zdG4yZVBOcnJlT0FQOHJzS1JGcTdXME9mRERfMFpmbmtnUnpzMmlkZ3M3cEhydTVBeXlVOWJPMDBBN3VlckxxM2QwWndNMlpTS19Ec3I4VFkwcWRQd0EyRzNhUXVFaUF4a05kRUZ6SlZnTlk4WlhndnNyU2gzeF9zTEFMSUFXY1NxeG5ETXY5ZjBNS1RMdTJwMnVTd2hNeFBNUk9MMU8wSkJrQUxjSTROMUN2eVh1RXB2dzl3ZFhuWGdXOWpzR3phYmJzRW5aTmJVcnBpbVlvWFRZRS1Gc3FlNV83c19weTRkVmYzSkwtTnVnOTFOYm1qMU51SDdHbkZ5eHVkTVFpMDM1S0hNX2RmTU5GRE5ueDJpSnplbGlFNEVmd3hlY29sNGJMeDVqdndOcTBLRzlDZ05MRzNvZndsQ0doYXz2DFJOpeSDsqrWDs-11n2L79U9ZXGprGG-HqkA4_ygHA==
https://cdn.mc-weblink.sg-mktg.com/weblink/MTcyNTA0ODAyOHxCeVVqNXphUmtTOWhFdnh6MnRlVkxYamV1eGJLcjlfRG1pUkdadnF5a1Y4aXhOemRzN3hvWmY0Um5GWk04SXhybS12c3FpUFEySXpVaHIwaXdsd0RDWGM0di16d0Uyc0lWbk1wNjl0ZERpZHhQWWNkaFllbThBMkE5aVpmTXVYZm1VRnk5bm5zZnJuWE14NEw5cVB3cHZ2VlRrOGRyWS0xZlZVdndLOEVKdDA1dTllVDRkQ29JM29XSVZjdzFJekMxQlVQN1JzUHdUTmVpcXhiTGlfTWpaN1lDUERVeXoyZ1p0T0h0OXhydFJIR25PN2Jma2YtUWxNekdzR2dPR1BrT1BKTklabXVxaE1MM3QyQlVwX2FKNW92RUlhRTRZZXhHNTFhUUJhUTlEa1F5ZHB3YzVSRkpJSXVyeUZvM2NjU0psVGlsdnVNSUVjQnxGWxx8ObHaURP-ixwNWVUsANbr2HTADg-5w4lwqwFuIg==
https://cdn.mc-weblink.sg-mktg.com/weblink/MTcyNTA0ODAyOHxCeVVqNXphUmtTOWhFdnh6MnRlVkxYamV1eGJLcjlfRG1pUkdadnF5a1Y4aXhOemRzN3hvWmY0Um5GWk04SXhybS12c3FpUFEySXpVaHIwaXdsd0RDWGM0di16d0Uyc0lWbk1wNjl0ZERpZHhQWWNkaFllbThBMkE5aVpmTXVYZm1VRnk5bm5zZnJuWE14NEw5cVB3cHZ2VlRrOGRyWS0xZlZVdndLOEVKdDA1dTllVDRkQ29JM29XSVZjdzFJekMxQlVQN1JzUHdUTmVpcXhiTGlfTWpaN1lDUERVeXoyZ1p0T0h0OXhydFJIR25PN2Jma2YtUWxNekdzR2dPR1BrT1BKTklabXVxaE1MM3QyQlVwX2FKNW92RUlhRTRZZXhHNTFhUUJhUTlEa1F5ZHB3YzVSRkpJSXVyeUZvM2NjU0psVGlsdnVNSUVjQnxGWxx8ObHaURP-ixwNWVUsANbr2HTADg-5w4lwqwFuIg==


TASTE AZ: I’itoi Onions
Honoring Native American Heritage Month
Processing Diversion Memorandum
Submitting the Verification Summary Report Webinars
New CNP MyFoods
Announcement of the Arizona Farm to School Assistance and Services Grant Awards

In Our Drafts
KEEP A LOOK OUT FOR THE FOLLOWING EMAILS THIS MONTH:

SECTION 4 UPCOMING DEADLINES & COMMUNICATIONS



SECTION 4 UPCOMING DEADLINES & COMMUNICATIONS

Daily
Complete Production Records (if applicable)
Count meals at POS and complete Daily Edit Checks

October 1 - October 10
Submit August reimbursement claims (best practice)

October
60-day deadline to submit July claims

October 1
Verification Begins
Conduct direct certification (best practice to find all
matches before Verification!)

This
month...

Begin verifying household income applications that
were picked for verification.

Celebrate National School Lunch Week!

Celebrate Farm to School Month!

Complete the AFR

Ensure Adult Meal Prices are correct using the Adult
Meal Pricing Tool.

Order peppers locally and get reimbursed through Try
it Local!

October 21
upLIFT: Innovative Menu Design: Creating Tempting
and Nutritious School Meals 

October Checklist 

October 15
Deadline to submit the Annual Financial Report



Join Us Next
Month!

Staying On Track: November

November 4, 2025
1:30-2:30 pm

We will review recently released HNS Communications,
policy memorandums, and relevant key tasks,
deadlines, and action items.



If you are attending the live webinar, you will
receive an email once attendance has been
completed. Once you have received this
email, your training certificate will be
available in Arizona Professional Learning
Development (APLD). 

If you are watching the recorded webinar,
you can access the survey link and certificate
of completion at the end of the webinar
slides.

Thank you!
PLEASE PUT QUESTIONS IN THE Q&A

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS STAYING ON TRACK



Congratulations
You have completed the Online Course:
Staying on Track: October 2025

Information to include when documenting this
training for Professional Standards:

Please note, attendees must document the amount of training hours
indicated on the training despite the amount of time it takes to complete it. 

Training Title: October Staying on Track

Key Area: 1000 - Nutrition, 3000 - Administration,
4000 - Communications and Marketing

Learning Code: 1130, 1230, 1310, 3120, 3130, 3350, 4120

Length: 1 hour



Requesting a training certificate
Please click the button to complete a brief
survey about this online training. Once the
survey is complete, you will be able to print your
certificate of completion from Survey Monkey. 

Take Survey

TAKE SURVEY

Certificate

Information to include when documenting this training for Professional Standards:

Please note, attendees must document the amount of training hours
indicated on the training despite the amount of time it takes to complete it. 

Training Title: October Staying on Track
Key Area: 1000 - Nutrition, 3000 - Administration,
4000 - Communications and Marketing
Learning Code: 1130, 1230, 1310, 3120, 3130, 3350,
4120
Length: 1 hour

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/upliftrecordedwebinar
https://azed.surveymonkey.com/r/RecordedWebinarOnlineSurvey


In accordance with federal civil rights law and USDA civil rights regulations and policies, the
USDA, its agencies, offices, employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA
programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex,
disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance
program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or
activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and
complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program
information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the
state or local agency that administers the program or contact USDA through the
Telecommunications Relay Service at 711 (voice and TTY). Additionally, program information may
be made available in languages other than English.

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination
Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and
at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the
information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992.
Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by:

1.Mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400
Independence Avenue, SW, Mail Stop 9410, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;

2.Fax: (202) 690-7442; or
3.Email: program.intake@usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov

