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Intended Audience
This training is intended for School Food Authorities
(SFAs) operating the National School Lunch Program
(NSLP) in Arizona.

INTRODUCTION STAYING ON TRACK

TRAINING HOURS

Information to include when documenting this
training for Professional Standards:

Training Title: September Staying on
Track

Key Areas: 1000 - Nutrition, 2000 -
Operations, 3000 - Administration

Learning Codes: 1100, 2200, 3100, 3200

Length: 1 Hour

Presenter: Jennifer Blankenship



This training was developed by the Arizona Department of Education (ADE) Health and Nutrition Services
Division (HNS). The content in this training is intended for professionals operating one or more United
States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Child Nutrition Programs (CNP) in Arizona under the direction of
ADE. The information in this training is subject to change. Attendees are encouraged to access
professional development materials directly from the training library to prevent the use of outdated
content. 

Disclaimer 
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Review monthly communication
distributed from HNS to ensure vital
emails were not overlooked;

Provide detailed training on important
topics and deadlines;

Provide directors an opportunity to
submit questions, that ADE can expand
on in later communications.

HNS is here to
help!
We are here to provide assistance and
help you make the very best of your
program. 

OBJECTIVES
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Questions

INTRODUCTION STAYING ON TRACK

Questions can be submitted in the Q&A
at any point, and HNS will respond in
the follow-up document that will be
released after the webinar.

Once the webinar concludes, HNS will
compile all the questions received and
create a follow-up Q&A document that
will address all questions.

If you require additional assistance
following HNS's communication, please
reach out to your HNS Specialist
through HelpDesk.



Agenda
Section 1: HNS Communications Recap

Section 2: Communication Hot Topics

Section 3: Last Month's Training Opportunities

Section 4: Upcoming Deadlines and HNS Communications
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SECTION 1 
August HNS
Communications
Recap



SECTION 1 HNS COMMUNICATIONS RECAP

Announcements
HEALTH AND NUTRITION SERVICES WANTS TO
WELCOME YOU BACK FOR SCHOOL YEAR 2025-
2026!  

As you all know, Health and Nutrition Services
(HNS) is here to help your school year start off on
the right foot! 

We formally welcome you back to School Year
2025-2026 (SY26)! While we have released a few
memorandums so far, you may still have questions.
It's all here: 

https://cdn.mc-weblink.sg-mktg.
https://cdn.mc-weblink.sg-mktg.
https://cdn.mc-weblink.sg-mktg.
https://cdn.mc-weblink.sg-mktg.


HEALTHY SCHOOL FOOD PATHWAY FELLOWSHIP
2026 APPLICATION
The Chef Ann Foundation presents the Healthy
School Food Pathway Fellowship 2026. The
Fellowship program helps experienced school food
professionals realize their visions for healthier, more
sustainable, and more equitable school food —
both locally in their home districts and on a
national scale. Applications for the 2026 Fellowship
are now open. Apply by September 10, 2025. 

SECTION 1 HNS COMMUNICATIONS RECAP

Funding Opportunity

https://cdn.mc-weblink.sg-mktg.
https://cdn.mc-weblink.sg-mktg.


THE LOCAL FOOD IN SCHOOLS
COMMUNITY OF PRACTICE
The Arizona Farm to School Network is kicking off
the Local Food in Schools Community of Practice
series this Wednesday at 2 pm! Join to learn more
about connecting local produce with school
cafeterias and classrooms. They will help you
connect with local producers, provide educational
materials for the classroom and community, and
offer assistance for meal planning. Mark your
calendars for their upcoming dates!

SECTION 1 HNS COMMUNICATIONS RECAP

Partner Event

https://cdn.mc-weblink.sg-mktg.com/weblink/MTc1NDQyNDA2NHwySi15U3JiaXZRa3hadktYX01Pa2x5cUQzSGhnSDByMEFMdkgyWC1hNk5zS0dXSWpmOXY3d3dySjVLRkZsbENWWkZQV2p2OEZyWm5XOTBuUVllaUtUNlQ3SGZ1Ukd3RkNVTWg5eFo3UENJTThXV242ZTVBTFVIdVR4SkE2V3duSXZGV0VQeWN4QzJkUC01M1hlN2ZiNVdJZG5Xc2pjZnhyWHR6Z3FJR3VYMlRuVTZLU3pKc2VoRjZ1TElPdF9OcjhtMERmTzBodkRETGZZRG80dTJIVmJPVVJScXJVdV9uRzZZbVhZcUhNWFRZZjRwaFVmYjlKN2RfYnRyOXp3Rl9JbFBJbnlDZ1dtUlFfMllrSEIzZmJLbDFVRDFQVWtpWW9EVnVzVUpGMjBCOU9EU1dpYVVIeHlpbk11Ynd6NTkyamlGWVhkVnFINFhsc3wOI6-gJ25t2BhjnYGCLArOauN86Sae7hvI41qQ2NTurQ==
https://cdn.mc-weblink.sg-mktg.com/weblink/MTc1NDQyNDA2NHwySi15U3JiaXZRa3hadktYX01Pa2x5cUQzSGhnSDByMEFMdkgyWC1hNk5zS0dXSWpmOXY3d3dySjVLRkZsbENWWkZQV2p2OEZyWm5XOTBuUVllaUtUNlQ3SGZ1Ukd3RkNVTWg5eFo3UENJTThXV242ZTVBTFVIdVR4SkE2V3duSXZGV0VQeWN4QzJkUC01M1hlN2ZiNVdJZG5Xc2pjZnhyWHR6Z3FJR3VYMlRuVTZLU3pKc2VoRjZ1TElPdF9OcjhtMERmTzBodkRETGZZRG80dTJIVmJPVVJScXJVdV9uRzZZbVhZcUhNWFRZZjRwaFVmYjlKN2RfYnRyOXp3Rl9JbFBJbnlDZ1dtUlFfMllrSEIzZmJLbDFVRDFQVWtpWW9EVnVzVUpGMjBCOU9EU1dpYVVIeHlpbk11Ynd6NTkyamlGWVhkVnFINFhsc3wOI6-gJ25t2BhjnYGCLArOauN86Sae7hvI41qQ2NTurQ==


BUY AMERICAN TRACKING AND TEMPORARY
ACCOMMODATION QUICK GUIDE
ADE HNS has released this quick guide to
assist operators in tracking their non-
domestic purchases and submitting the
temporary Buy American accommodation (as
needed) to ensure compliance with the
updated Buy American regulations. 

SECTION 1 HNS COMMUNICATIONS RECAP

Announcements
and Resources

Access the Buy American Tracking
and Temporary Accommodation

Quick Guide by clicking here!

https://cdn.mc-weblink.sg-mktg.
https://cdn.mc-weblink.sg-mktg.
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2025/08/Buy%20American%20Accommodation%20Quick%20Guide.pdf


COMPILED CHILD NUTRITION PROGRAMS REIMBURSEMENT
RATES FOR PROGRAM YEAR 2025-2026 - UPDATED

USDA has released the Cash in Lieu of commodities for Program
Year 2025-2026. For July 1, 2025 through June 30, 2026, the value
is $.3050 per meal. As a result, HNS has updated the Compiled
Child Nutrition Programs Reimbursement Rates for Program
Year 2025-2026 resource to reflect this value. This resource is
located within each CNP webpage via the “Reimbursement
Rates” button at the bottom of the page. 

With the release of this additional information, claims are now
able to be processed and released. Please proceed with claim
submission. Once submitted, refer to your date of submission
and allow up to 10 business days for receipt of payment.  

SECTION 1 HNS COMMUNICATIONS RECAP

Announcements
and Resources

https://cdn.mc-weblink.sg-mktg.com/weblink/MTc1NTI4ODA0NHxqNEdERTMwQXdsYzVoZHh5TmxfU0RVejlqemRnMlNNZXQ0UmRHQ3F3amJfZnpXNjl6OXV4RFNEektHd2ltRFl4eWVQRm9RZTZGTHI1d0xtek1SczJ2cmRPZGlXQ1dVY3lZajBWOGR2VzlRUGVIUlExLU5Gc1lQOEtYeV9VV0JtNG1yZHZjNDlyNVl1dk13RDBuZG1jV2dSaXFaSy1EbTZZM1pSVGlxYk9zMk91S0w4QTRtdHlYUS1NekNaQ1NRb2dGV3otX3ByOHZQMHBCRDliSzZyNHl3eElRbkJKSk4tWXc3WUtqOVZNUXhnMVBzbGJkeTlKc2lCaXM5eWtQVjVsb3l5T0piUDRRMFdhRjZBMTQwMkFqYTJadVduWHN2VUt5cVIyVzZiVDgyeVNiTFo5X2FIOExXWFRTZ09GMmNRY09ScHZTWG5mcVN6OXx_Ny2JyM6xHzM5km2KSgar0bNJr3KdwDEEENNqkuPMeA==
https://cdn.mc-weblink.sg-mktg.com/weblink/MTc1NTI4ODA0NHxqNEdERTMwQXdsYzVoZHh5TmxfU0RVejlqemRnMlNNZXQ0UmRHQ3F3amJfZnpXNjl6OXV4RFNEektHd2ltRFl4eWVQRm9RZTZGTHI1d0xtek1SczJ2cmRPZGlXQ1dVY3lZajBWOGR2VzlRUGVIUlExLU5Gc1lQOEtYeV9VV0JtNG1yZHZjNDlyNVl1dk13RDBuZG1jV2dSaXFaSy1EbTZZM1pSVGlxYk9zMk91S0w4QTRtdHlYUS1NekNaQ1NRb2dGV3otX3ByOHZQMHBCRDliSzZyNHl3eElRbkJKSk4tWXc3WUtqOVZNUXhnMVBzbGJkeTlKc2lCaXM5eWtQVjVsb3l5T0piUDRRMFdhRjZBMTQwMkFqYTJadVduWHN2VUt5cVIyVzZiVDgyeVNiTFo5X2FIOExXWFRTZ09GMmNRY09ScHZTWG5mcVN6OXx_Ny2JyM6xHzM5km2KSgar0bNJr3KdwDEEENNqkuPMeA==
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2020/07/Compiled%20Child%20Nutrition%20Programs%20Reimbursement%20Rates.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2020/07/Compiled%20Child%20Nutrition%20Programs%20Reimbursement%20Rates.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2020/07/Compiled%20Child%20Nutrition%20Programs%20Reimbursement%20Rates.pdf


SECTION 2
Hot Topics



SECTION 2 COMMUNICATION HOT TOPICS

The School Year 2025-2026 Administrative Review list is
now available on the HNS website!

Administrative
Reviews

SFAs that are up for review are encouraged to review
the What to Expect: National School Lunch Program
Administrative Review training and attend the in-
person workshops in October and December. 

Reviewers are currently sending out introduction
communications to establish/solidify a workable on-
site observation date before an official Confirmation
Memo & Checklists are issued.

SFAs highlighted in Copper be receiving a Targeted
(follow-up) Review that will focus on specific areas
identified in their previous administrative review.

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2025/07/Administrative%20Review%20Schedule%20for%20School%20Nutrition%20Professionals.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2025/07/Administrative%20Review%20Schedule%20for%20School%20Nutrition%20Professionals.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2025/07/Administrative%20Review%20Schedule%20for%20School%20Nutrition%20Professionals.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2025/07/Administrative%20Review%20Schedule%20for%20School%20Nutrition%20Professionals.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/07/What%20to%20Expect%20NSLP%20Administrative%20Review.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/07/What%20to%20Expect%20NSLP%20Administrative%20Review.pdf


Verification Season

SECTION 2 COMMUNICATION HOT TOPICS

Now-Oct 1: Start preparing for Verification!

View the Verification Best Practices Calendar to avoid
missing any steps! 
View the Online Course: Verification Review

Best Practice: Use the Student Eligibility Checklist

Begin counting the total number of applications on file. 

Begin counting and categorizing applications by case
number, foster, free by income, and reduced by income. 

Review the Non-Response Rate Report to see if you are
eligible for an alternate sampling method. 

Use available resources:

Best Practice: Conduct Direct Certification

PHASE 1: PREPARING FOR VERIFICATION

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2021/09/Verification%20Best%20Practices%20Calendar.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/07/Online%20Course%20Verification%20Review.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2017/06/StudentEligibilityChecklist.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2017/09/Verification%20Non-Response%20Rate%20Report.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2017/09/Verification%20Non-Response%20Rate%20Report.pdf


SECTION 2 COMMUNICATION HOT TOPICS

SFAs must review the Verification Non-Response Rate Report
to determine which sampling method, Standard, Alternative 1
(Random Sampling), or Alternative 2 (Focused Sampling),
they can use to calculate the number of applications that
need to be verified.  This review also helps determine
whether error-prone applications must be documented.

Verification Non-Response Rate Report

How to Identify Error-Prone Household
Applications

COPPER: SFAs may choose from any of the three
sampling methods 

RED or NO HIGHLIGHT: SFAs with red or no highlight
must use the Standard Sampling Method and determine
Error-Prone applications.  

Verification Season
NON-RESPONSE RATE REPORT

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2017/09/Verification%20Non-Response%20Rate%20Report.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2017/09/Verification%20Non-Response%20Rate%20Report.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2019/07/How%20to%20Identify%20Household%20Applications%20That%20Are%20Error-Prone%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2019/07/How%20to%20Identify%20Household%20Applications%20That%20Are%20Error-Prone%20FINAL.pdf


SECTION 2 COMMUNICATION HOT TOPICS

Best Practice: Run Direct Certification (DC) Around October 1

Please note, case numbers that do not match in DC are still free
applications that are subject to verification, as long as the case
numbers appear to be valid. 

Training for the National School Lunch and
School Breakfast Programs

Verification Season
CONDUCTING DIRECT CERTIFICATION

October 1 marks the start of Phase 2

Potentially reduces the number of applications needing
verification.

If a student is matched in DC, the household application is not
subject to verification.

Check SNAP/TANF case numbers - if matched in DC, all
students on that application are directly certified.

https://www.azed.gov/hns/nslp/training
https://www.azed.gov/hns/nslp/training


SECTION 2 COMMUNICATION HOT TOPICS

Confirmation Review: Process of reviewing
applications that were selected for verification
to ensure they were certified correctly.

To apply for a confirmation review waiver, SFAs
must submit a request to their assigned HNS
Specialist on school/district letterhead before
beginning the verification process.

The request must include: 
the name of the software system the SFA
uses to process household applications;
an explanation of how the software
demonstrates a high degree of accuracy;
supporting documentation that shows the
software's IEGs and Error-Prone Guidelines
match USDA's for the current year; and,
a signature from an authorized
representative.

REQUESTING A WAIVER

For more information about the Confirmation Review
Waiver, including what must be submitted to HNS to
request the waiver, please review How to Submit a
Verification Confirmation Review Waiver.

Verification Season
CONFIRMATION REVIEW WAIVER

The confirmation review requirement can be
waived if the SFA uses a technology-based system
with a high level of accuracy in processing initial
eligibility determinations. 

http://link.hns.azed.gov/ls/click?upn=j6Hks1S1PxRQThhIqUY-2B-2BTntn5CEKYoaoWjAVvBs9wgek8qie8zvFbassTOPthRowQCLcm-2BCY-2BITP8S2Vdqay73MbrVaWqj6nCxsCTqEAp09-2BrPfBJu7C6npyqAWj5ZoQUSEpJat-2FeWw7GvM1Q74YEZjd5rA3g1ZWYGtmvzevWY-3Du41z_TZ0V-2Ff5Wzjx8qslEY36EMtHhJviVGLrPs4ziOs5mX6Z5hkUKd1vziWWnrX6X0PBha3u1f4cw3oMFhyHKSym1XMtbIDIi1jYj10PG2DOEROuNEvbUpexuWRfXMqlF-2FhOuL5vLxlMkn1wLgWLuY8DMrmhRw-2Frgx2v0OcRyKuKfFyLnGcuSISfz-2BjYCXG39nkOwrSOuZvKiqnxaTaDtD1tAtzA47Rr2dlSRH2w0mGtakRL0pn7h0cVpDlW3vzneeQQ0rkO44DXIgd-2BEIi8en-2BO5FNdSgZHxQMAgufCP2D8RE7xWRHB6s2siw5YlqH7B66PXRM0ZsfWi2rXgnc2UAokpwc-2FMkjoCSzmf5FCVw4kqnJ8CH0-2By0XlrZHn6d3SmmWaJRTRrd-2BAW93FeibTteHVlgVSpbuCGlND0IA9BJTx9uS3NGqwJs08v9Gf1FYRKOBBkUW7dngFKFDkgTKrbAMaI7ASlaxC3OemiXH6E1BsevY55-2BOmGgPAGV-2BCEp8lTnrwrgRcBUa5pJMv4h-2Fm0NPwsELsANzZurrBREu7y-2Bhn1m5ltQMOEKz5xfMik1jNHaylwGZ05X9i0aXt5Ln3n6eiOceuEQTnEigVjN3kYqJ7bCn2UrVzJ0k0sNGcR0nvBKXrZIkxzu-2BjBC2NvuiviAAWD7b9-2Fe-2F-2F7UwR8l7-2FWRJU0SQbmHBPjeKh0WflMsOP2z0x8i5Z-2BCqzh51Ofeb9EG4qORYmeai-2BcOZ53Ivdv7ayQSlH865tTBEmxdnnWBIMMmaOxAi1pNvIMUwowyRmsBcbW8vvE-2F2oxxy9DUmGRsgA0hvdeT9GlEDmR9gNJmD-2F-2BP6x994IGRKOfJHMrmaMC9TTvOXYqvM20R4iCd2azfUOFeVA4o0ClKUYgSNLgEhsC9cCCw-2BoysA414P9MMChnY9CECyIkmP4uXvyKWK3rIULh9Gj3wjziEaul0NgSwn0sKrk3EYO349PASnv7fysyNYbUu-2FlgCekR7qmi4oxXSnVNtWBhYhYAChc49Eu0z8uj3gLsc7tfd5zJnuBXXbCCqKbfkzSyNNx0iJhCOfZmRc3U35w-3D
http://link.hns.azed.gov/ls/click?upn=j6Hks1S1PxRQThhIqUY-2B-2BTntn5CEKYoaoWjAVvBs9wgek8qie8zvFbassTOPthRowQCLcm-2BCY-2BITP8S2Vdqay73MbrVaWqj6nCxsCTqEAp09-2BrPfBJu7C6npyqAWj5ZoQUSEpJat-2FeWw7GvM1Q74YEZjd5rA3g1ZWYGtmvzevWY-3Du41z_TZ0V-2Ff5Wzjx8qslEY36EMtHhJviVGLrPs4ziOs5mX6Z5hkUKd1vziWWnrX6X0PBha3u1f4cw3oMFhyHKSym1XMtbIDIi1jYj10PG2DOEROuNEvbUpexuWRfXMqlF-2FhOuL5vLxlMkn1wLgWLuY8DMrmhRw-2Frgx2v0OcRyKuKfFyLnGcuSISfz-2BjYCXG39nkOwrSOuZvKiqnxaTaDtD1tAtzA47Rr2dlSRH2w0mGtakRL0pn7h0cVpDlW3vzneeQQ0rkO44DXIgd-2BEIi8en-2BO5FNdSgZHxQMAgufCP2D8RE7xWRHB6s2siw5YlqH7B66PXRM0ZsfWi2rXgnc2UAokpwc-2FMkjoCSzmf5FCVw4kqnJ8CH0-2By0XlrZHn6d3SmmWaJRTRrd-2BAW93FeibTteHVlgVSpbuCGlND0IA9BJTx9uS3NGqwJs08v9Gf1FYRKOBBkUW7dngFKFDkgTKrbAMaI7ASlaxC3OemiXH6E1BsevY55-2BOmGgPAGV-2BCEp8lTnrwrgRcBUa5pJMv4h-2Fm0NPwsELsANzZurrBREu7y-2Bhn1m5ltQMOEKz5xfMik1jNHaylwGZ05X9i0aXt5Ln3n6eiOceuEQTnEigVjN3kYqJ7bCn2UrVzJ0k0sNGcR0nvBKXrZIkxzu-2BjBC2NvuiviAAWD7b9-2Fe-2F-2F7UwR8l7-2FWRJU0SQbmHBPjeKh0WflMsOP2z0x8i5Z-2BCqzh51Ofeb9EG4qORYmeai-2BcOZ53Ivdv7ayQSlH865tTBEmxdnnWBIMMmaOxAi1pNvIMUwowyRmsBcbW8vvE-2F2oxxy9DUmGRsgA0hvdeT9GlEDmR9gNJmD-2F-2BP6x994IGRKOfJHMrmaMC9TTvOXYqvM20R4iCd2azfUOFeVA4o0ClKUYgSNLgEhsC9cCCw-2BoysA414P9MMChnY9CECyIkmP4uXvyKWK3rIULh9Gj3wjziEaul0NgSwn0sKrk3EYO349PASnv7fysyNYbUu-2FlgCekR7qmi4oxXSnVNtWBhYhYAChc49Eu0z8uj3gLsc7tfd5zJnuBXXbCCqKbfkzSyNNx0iJhCOfZmRc3U35w-3D


Register here!

SECTION 2 COMMUNICATION HOT TOPICS

SEPTEMBER 18, 1:30 - 2:30 PM

Join us for our webinar on Verification Review for
School Year 2025-2026. 

SFAs with all sites on an active Provision 2/3
non-base year or CEP cycle are prohibited
from collecting school meal applications and
do not conduct verification activities. This
training does not apply to these operators. 

Verification Season
VERIFICATION REVIEW FOR SY 25-26

This webinar will include: 
Discussing the details for each phase of
Verification.
Reviewing all the important deadlines to
remember.
Helping you be prepared for when it comes time
to submit the Verification Summary Report.

https://azed.geniussis.com/Registration.aspx?aid=9355


Quiz Time

Verification begins on September 1.

A

B

True

False



Quiz Time

Verification begins on October 1. The month of September should be spent preparing
for verification. 

Verification begins on September 1.

A

B

True

False



Updated SY 2025-2026
AZEDS 

SECTION 2 COMMUNICATION HOT TOPICS

Public districts and charters that participate in the NSLP/SBP and
report student data to ADE via the district/charter student
information system are required to complete the following data
fields for free or reduced-price eligible students: 

Record Begin Date: Enter the date free or reduced-price was
established; do not report free/reduced rollover statuses
Record End Date:  Enter date of any change of eligibility status or
withdrawal date
Eligibility Source: Direct Certification, USDA Income Application
and Other Source Categorically Eligible
Eligibility Status: Free or Reduced-Price;  [Full Pay Optional] Please submit any questions about this

update to School Finance using HelpDesk.

STUDENT SCHOOL FOOD SERVICE
PROGRAM REPORTING

https://www.azed.gov/finance/helpdesk-quick-guide
https://www.azed.gov/finance/helpdesk-quick-guide
https://www.azed.gov/finance/helpdesk-quick-guide


SECTION 2 COMMUNICATION HOT TOPICS

Please submit any questions about this
update to School Finance using HelpDesk.

NEW AzED REPORT: FSP10 will display the food service program
data that was successfully submitted into the AzEDS. SIS vendors
were provided the USE Case information 10.0. 

Note, if the USE CASE updates are not completed by the SIS
vendor, the data will not be able to be submitted to ADE.

SFA ROLE: Please work with the person responsible for reporting
AzEDS student data to ADE to ensure the NSLP/SBP eligibility
information is reported accurately.   CEP and Provision 2 and 3
non-base year schools must report free or reduced-price eligibility
for students using Direct Certification only.  

This requirement is separate from Title 1 reporting.

AZEDS
SCHOOL FOOD SERVICE PROGRAM
REPORTING

https://www.azed.gov/finance/helpdesk-quick-guide
https://www.azed.gov/finance/helpdesk-quick-guide
https://www.azed.gov/finance/helpdesk-quick-guide


SECTION 2 COMMUNICATION HOT TOPICS

SY 25-26 upLIFT 

Join us for an exciting webinar as we introduce the upLIFT initiative for
this year: Plate to Palate: Transforming School Meal Perceptions! We
are thrilled to invite you to this engaging series, which will focus on
reshaping how school meals are perceived. Through compelling
storytelling, we will illustrate the journey of ingredients from local farms
to students’ plates, fostering a sense of community and encouraging a
greater appreciation for the meals provided.  Don't miss this
opportunity to be part of a transformative movement in the way school
meals are viewed and valued.

Join as we kick-off this year’s monthly upLIFT webinar series on
Tuesday, September 16! 

Click here to register!

INTRODUCING PLATE TO PALATE: TRANSFORMING
SCHOOL MEAL PERCEPTIONS!

https://azed.geniussis.com/Registration.aspx?aid=10992


SECTION 2 COMMUNICATION HOT TOPICS

The myFOODS system has rolled to the
new school year. All system dates will
default to SY 25-26.

Need Help? Refer to the myFOODS
Systems Manual for system functions.

Existing users must update any contact and site
information within the system. 

New users of the myFOODS system must contact
ADE for access by emailing USDAFoods@azed.gov or
calling 602-542-8729. 

To receive Direct Delivery material shipments from
Shamrock Foods, SFAs must first submit a valid
Purchase Order or Letter of Responsibility to
Shamrock Foods for delivery fees published in 2025-
2026 USDA Foods in Schools Program Administrative
Fee Structure. 

All catering sites are being verified with approved
CNPWeb applications and will remain in unapproved
status pending verification. If you are contracting with
a caterer and having foods delivered to the caterer,
please email USDAFoods@azed.gov. 

USDA Foods in
Schools in SY 25-26
MYFOODS SYSTEM UPDATES

ACTION ITEMS

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/08/myFOODS%20Systems%20Manual.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/08/myFOODS%20Systems%20Manual.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/08/myFOODS%20Systems%20Manual.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/08/myFOODS%20Systems%20Manual.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/08/myFOODS%20Systems%20Manual.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/08/myFOODS%20Systems%20Manual.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/08/myFOODS%20Systems%20Manual.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/08/myFOODS%20Systems%20Manual.pdf
mailto:USDAFoods@azed.gov
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2022/08/USDA%20Foods%20in%20Schools%20Program%20Year%202022-2023%20Administrative%20Fee%20Structure%20%281%29.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2022/08/USDA%20Foods%20in%20Schools%20Program%20Year%202022-2023%20Administrative%20Fee%20Structure%20%281%29.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2022/08/USDA%20Foods%20in%20Schools%20Program%20Year%202022-2023%20Administrative%20Fee%20Structure%20%281%29.pdf
mailto:USDAFoods@azed.gov
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USDA Foods in
Schools in SY 25-26
REMINDERS

Shipments from Shamrock Foods must be 20 cases or
more. Any shipments not meeting the 20 case minimum
will be deleted and products recycled back into accounts.
Either use your available materials and/or use materials
from the surplus catalog.

Processing Carryover Planners are due September 30,
2025 to ADE at USDAFoods@azed.gov.  

Orders from DoD Fresh must be a minimum of $150.00.

https://www.azed.gov/hns/nslp/forms
mailto:USDAFoods@azed.gov


HNS COMMUNICATIONS ROUND-UP

Try it Local! Local
Food for Schools
ARE YOU PARTICIPATING?

86 Districts and Charter Schools have submitted
School Interest Forms.
2357 reimbursement requests have been received.

How to Receive Try it Local Funding for Eligible Food
Purchases step-by-step instruction.

Join these operators and get reimbursed for minimally
processed local and regional foods used in school
meals.

SECTION 2 HOT TOPICS

azed.gov/hns/nslp

https://www.azed.gov/hns/school-interest-form-try-it-local
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/12/How%20to%20Receive%20Try%20it%20Local%20Funding%20for%20Eligible%20Food%20Purchases.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/12/How%20to%20Receive%20Try%20it%20Local%20Funding%20for%20Eligible%20Food%20Purchases.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/hns/nslp
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This workshop will cover various topics such as the benefits of
sourcing ingredients locally and strategies for establishing
successful partnerships with local producers. By the end of the
workshop, attendees will have a solid understanding of how to
support local producers while providing nutritious meals for
students. Join us to learn how you can make a difference in your
school's procurement process!

Procuring Local
Workshop
IN-PERSON WORKSHOP

PHOENIX
9:30 am - 12:00 pm 9/25/2025
Location: 100 N. 15th Ave, Phoenix AZ 85007
Conference Room B12
Registration Link:
https://azed.geniussis.com/Registration.aspx?
aid=10335

Registration is available in the ADE Professional
Learning and Development (APLD).

https://www.google.com/maps/place/100+N+15th+Ave%2c+Phoenix%2c+AZ+85007/%4033.448931%2c-112.0949568%2c17z/data=%213m1%214b1%214m5%213m4%211s0x872b122d05b7410b:0x864827029948a1b9%218m2%213d33.4489265%214d-112.0927681
https://azed.geniussis.com/Registration.aspx?aid=10998
https://azed.geniussis.com/Registration.aspx?aid=10998
https://azed.geniussis.com/Login.ashx?EntityId=79275
https://azed.geniussis.com/Login.ashx?EntityId=79275
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TASTE

TEACH

CONNECT

Taste AZ Promotion
MONTHLY HIGHLIGHT OF LOCALLY SOURCED
FOOD AVAILABLE FOR SCHOOL NUTRITION
PROFESSIONALS

This promotion showcases Arizona's very
own locally grown produce and available
food options.

WHAT IS IT?

HOW DOES IT WORK?
Each month, HNS highlights a locally sourced
food that is easily available by providing an
informative resource. This includes fun facts,
availability timelines, and unique recipes. For
August, the spotlight is on SUMMER SQUASH!

WHY TASTE AZ?
HNS is thrilled to facilitate connections
between SFAs and the farmers and producers
who can incorporate these Arizona foods into
school meals! This promotion will draw
parallels to the Farm Fresh Challenge and will
include the logos for Taste, Teach, and/or
Connect when the information complements
the challenge criteria.



TASTE AZ September
Highlight: Summer Squash

SECTION 2 COMMUNICATION HOT TOPICS

TASTE AZ September
Highlight: 
SUMMER SQUASH

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2025/08/TASTE%20AZ%20-%20Summer%20Squash.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2025/08/TASTE%20AZ%20-%20Summer%20Squash.pdf


Food Program Permanent
Service Agreement
(FPPSA)

Check your FPPSA. Are all the signers still with your
organization? If yes, you are all set! If not, this document should
be updated and resubmitted! 

Electronic FPPSA (complete initiation form, agreement is
emailed to signers directly by AdobeSign, electronic
signature)  FPPSA Initiation Form for AdobeSign
Manual FPPSA (print, sign 1 original, mail to ADE for approval)

SECTION 2 COMMUNICATION HOT TOPICS

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/04/FPPSA%20Initiation%20Form%20for%20ADOBE%20SIGN%20updated.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2017/06/FPPSA%20%28Revision%20June%202019%29.pdf?id=593b04783217e10e9ce5e354


Get more information and marketing
materials for National School Lunch

Week by clicking here!

SECTION 2 COMMUNICATION HOT TOPICS

National School Lunch Week
CELEBRATE #NSLW25 OCTOBER 13-17, 2025!

Celebrate NSLW the second full week of October* every year! The
theme this year is Taste the World: Your School Lunch Passport!

*On fall break? Pick another week to celebrate!

https://schoolnutrition.org/about-school-meals/national-school-lunch-week/
https://schoolnutrition.org/about-school-meals/national-school-lunch-week/


Get more information and marketing
materials for National School Lunch

Week by clicking here!

SECTION 2 COMMUNICATION HOT TOPICS

National School Lunch Week
CELEBRATE #NSLW25 OCTOBER 13-17, 2025!

Ways to Celebrate:
Deck out your cafeteria with NSLW posters
and other artwork portraying nutritious
lunch foods.
Invite local personalities, the school
mascot, or a volunteer in costume to stop
by your cafeteria at lunchtime to eat with
the students. 
Invite teachers, administrators, or even
your school principal to stand in as guest
servers for lunch one day.

https://schoolnutrition.org/about-school-meals/national-school-lunch-week/
https://schoolnutrition.org/about-school-meals/national-school-lunch-week/
https://schoolnutrition.org/about-school-meals/national-school-lunch-week/
https://schoolnutrition.org/about-school-meals/national-school-lunch-week/
https://schoolnutrition.org/about-school-meals/national-school-lunch-week/
https://schoolnutrition.org/about-school-meals/national-school-lunch-week/
https://schoolnutrition.org/about-school-meals/national-school-lunch-week/
https://schoolnutrition.org/about-school-meals/national-school-lunch-week/
https://schoolnutrition.org/about-school-meals/national-school-lunch-week/
https://schoolnutrition.org/about-school-meals/national-school-lunch-week/
https://schoolnutrition.org/about-school-meals/national-school-lunch-week/
https://schoolnutrition.org/about-school-meals/national-school-lunch-week/
https://schoolnutrition.org/about-school-meals/national-school-lunch-week/
https://schoolnutrition.org/about-school-meals/national-school-lunch-week/
https://schoolnutrition.org/about-school-meals/national-school-lunch-week/


Poll Question
Are you planning to celebrate National School Lunch Week?

Yes

No

A

B



Poll Question
Are you planning to celebrate National School Lunch Week?

A

B

For those that answered yes, please include your plans in the chat!

Yes

No



SECTION 3 
Last Month's
Training
Opportunities 



August’s Virtual Training Opportunities
To access webinar slides, recordings, and online trainings, visit HNS'
webpage or refer to the HNS Communications Event Follow-up email.

SECTION 3 LAST MONTH'S TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES

Staying on Track: August

How to Determine Adult Meal
Prices Using the Adult Meal
Pricing Tool
Reviews the details of completing
the Adult Meal Pricing Tool to ensure
adult meals are priced correctly.

Local Wellness Policy: A Guide
to Success
Reviews the requirements of
developing and implementing a local
wellness policy.

How to Complete the Medical
Statement for Students with
Special Dietary Accommodations
Reviews the process of completing the
medical statement.

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2025/08/Staying%20on%20Track%20August%202025%20Recording.mp4
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2020/03/FINAL%20How%20to%20Determine%20Adult%20Meal%20Prices%20Using%20the%20Adult%20Meal%20Pricing%20Tool.pdf?id=5e66b15a03e2b30470a62137
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2020/03/FINAL%20How%20to%20Determine%20Adult%20Meal%20Prices%20Using%20the%20Adult%20Meal%20Pricing%20Tool.pdf?id=5e66b15a03e2b30470a62137
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2020/03/FINAL%20How%20to%20Determine%20Adult%20Meal%20Prices%20Using%20the%20Adult%20Meal%20Pricing%20Tool.pdf?id=5e66b15a03e2b30470a62137
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2025/08/Local%20Wellness%20Policy%20a%20Guide%20to%20Success.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2025/08/Local%20Wellness%20Policy%20a%20Guide%20to%20Success.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2020/09/Step%20by%20Step%20How%20to%20Complete%20the%20Medical%20Statement%20for%20Students%20with%20Special%20Dietary%20Accommodations.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2020/09/Step%20by%20Step%20How%20to%20Complete%20the%20Medical%20Statement%20for%20Students%20with%20Special%20Dietary%20Accommodations.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2020/09/Step%20by%20Step%20How%20to%20Complete%20the%20Medical%20Statement%20for%20Students%20with%20Special%20Dietary%20Accommodations.pdf


SECTION 3 LAST MONTH'S TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES

Because the trainings offered by HNS are vast in
quantity, diverse in content, and is consistently being
updated, ADE maintains specialized curricula based
on job duties to help directors with their training
plans. 

Each curriculum includes a list of recommended
trainings offered by HNS and the Institute of Child
Nutrition (ICN) for specific roles, the format of each
training, the Professional Standards hours each
training provides, and where to access the training or
registration.

Training for School
Nutrition Programs

Training Curriculum for Arizona Child Nutrition
Professionals Operating the National School Lunch and

School Breakfast Program

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2021/03/NSLP%20Training%20Curriculum.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2021/03/NSLP%20Training%20Curriculum.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2021/03/NSLP%20Training%20Curriculum.pdf


SECTION 4 
Upcoming
Deadlines &
Communications



Mark Your
Calendars!
SEPTEMBER EVENTS &
OPPORTUNITIES
HNS is dedicated to providing all Child Nutrition
Program operators with training to support you and
your teams' professional learning needs to fulfill
annual training requirements, support program
integrity, and elevate Child Nutrition Programs
across Arizona.

9 Training opportunities for School Nutrition
Professionals in September

For more information and links to register, check your inbox for the HNS
Events Forecast: September 2025 from HNS Communications!

SECTION 4 UPCOMING DEADLINES & COMMUNICATIONS

https://cdn.mc-weblink.sg-mktg.com/weblink/MTcyNTA0ODAyOHxCeVVqNXphUmtTOWhFdnh6MnRlVkxYamV1eGJLcjlfRG1pUkdadnF5a1Y4aXhOemRzN3hvWmY0Um5GWk04SXhybS12c3FpUFEySXpVaHIwaXdsd0RDWGM0di16d0Uyc0lWbk1wNjl0ZERpZHhQWWNkaFllbThBMkE5aVpmTXVYZm1VRnk5bm5zZnJuWE14NEw5cVB3cHZ2VlRrOGRyWS0xZlZVdndLOEVKdDA1dTllVDRkQ29JM29XSVZjdzFJekMxQlVQN1JzUHdUTmVpcXhiTGlfTWpaN1lDUERVeXoyZ1p0T0h0OXhydFJIR25PN2Jma2YtUWxNekdzR2dPR1BrT1BKTklabXVxaE1MM3QyQlVwX2FKNW92RUlhRTRZZXhHNTFhUUJhUTlEa1F5ZHB3YzVSRkpJSXVyeUZvM2NjU0psVGlsdnVNSUVjQnxGWxx8ObHaURP-ixwNWVUsANbr2HTADg-5w4lwqwFuIg==
https://cdn.mc-weblink.sg-mktg.com/weblink/MTcyNTA0ODAyOHxCeVVqNXphUmtTOWhFdnh6MnRlVkxYamV1eGJLcjlfRG1pUkdadnF5a1Y4aXhOemRzN3hvWmY0Um5GWk04SXhybS12c3FpUFEySXpVaHIwaXdsd0RDWGM0di16d0Uyc0lWbk1wNjl0ZERpZHhQWWNkaFllbThBMkE5aVpmTXVYZm1VRnk5bm5zZnJuWE14NEw5cVB3cHZ2VlRrOGRyWS0xZlZVdndLOEVKdDA1dTllVDRkQ29JM29XSVZjdzFJekMxQlVQN1JzUHdUTmVpcXhiTGlfTWpaN1lDUERVeXoyZ1p0T0h0OXhydFJIR25PN2Jma2YtUWxNekdzR2dPR1BrT1BKTklabXVxaE1MM3QyQlVwX2FKNW92RUlhRTRZZXhHNTFhUUJhUTlEa1F5ZHB3YzVSRkpJSXVyeUZvM2NjU0psVGlsdnVNSUVjQnxGWxx8ObHaURP-ixwNWVUsANbr2HTADg-5w4lwqwFuIg==
https://cdn.mc-weblink.sg-mktg.com/weblink/MTcyNTA0ODAyOHxCeVVqNXphUmtTOWhFdnh6MnRlVkxYamV1eGJLcjlfRG1pUkdadnF5a1Y4aXhOemRzN3hvWmY0Um5GWk04SXhybS12c3FpUFEySXpVaHIwaXdsd0RDWGM0di16d0Uyc0lWbk1wNjl0ZERpZHhQWWNkaFllbThBMkE5aVpmTXVYZm1VRnk5bm5zZnJuWE14NEw5cVB3cHZ2VlRrOGRyWS0xZlZVdndLOEVKdDA1dTllVDRkQ29JM29XSVZjdzFJekMxQlVQN1JzUHdUTmVpcXhiTGlfTWpaN1lDUERVeXoyZ1p0T0h0OXhydFJIR25PN2Jma2YtUWxNekdzR2dPR1BrT1BKTklabXVxaE1MM3QyQlVwX2FKNW92RUlhRTRZZXhHNTFhUUJhUTlEa1F5ZHB3YzVSRkpJSXVyeUZvM2NjU0psVGlsdnVNSUVjQnxGWxx8ObHaURP-ixwNWVUsANbr2HTADg-5w4lwqwFuIg==


Annual Financial Report (AFR) reminders
TASTE AZ for October: Peppers
Updated One-Time Exception Claims Policy Guidance
2026 Processing of USDA Foods in Schools

In Our Drafts
KEEP A LOOK OUT FOR THE FOLLOWING EMAILS THIS MONTH:

SECTION 4 UPCOMING DEADLINES & COMMUNICATIONS
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Daily
Complete Production Records (if applicable)
Count meals at POS and complete Daily Edit Checks

September 1 - September 10
Submit August reimbursement claims (best practice)

September 29
60-day deadline to submit July claims

September 30
Conduct direct certification (best practice to find all
matches before Verification!)

Start preparing for Verification! Print off the
Verification Best Practices Calendar. 

Register for the "Verification Review for School Year
2025-2026" Webinar.

Review the Online Course: Verification Review and
the How-To Guide: How to Identify Error-Prone
Household Applications. 

Complete/Review the Student Eligibility Checklist
and Why the BID is Important. 

September
Checklist 

This month...

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2021/09/Verification%20Best%20Practices%20Calendar.pdf
https://azed.geniussis.com/Registration.aspx
https://azed.geniussis.com/Registration.aspx
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/07/Online%20Course%20Verification%20Review.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2019/07/How%20to%20Identify%20Household%20Applications%20That%20Are%20Error-Prone%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2019/07/How%20to%20Identify%20Household%20Applications%20That%20Are%20Error-Prone%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2017/06/StudentEligibilityChecklist.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2017/09/WhytheBIDisImportant.pdf


Join Us Next
Month!

Staying On Track: October

October 7, 2025
1:30-2:30 pm

We will review recently released HNS Communications,
policy memorandums, and relevant key tasks,
deadlines, and action items.



If you are attending the live webinar, you will
receive an email once attendance has been
completed. Once you have received this
email, your training certificate will be
available in Arizona Professional Learning
Development (APLD). 

If you are watching the recorded webinar,
you can access the survey link and certificate
of completion at the end of the webinar
slides.

Thank you!
PLEASE PUT QUESTIONS IN THE Q&A

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS STAYING ON TRACK



Congratulations
You have completed the Online Course:
Staying on Track: September 2025

Information to include when documenting this
training for Professional Standards:

Please note, attendees must document the amount of training hours
indicated on the training despite the amount of time it takes to complete it. 

Training Title: September Staying on Track

Key Areas: 1000 - Nutrition, 2000 - Operations, 3000 -
Administration

Learning Codes: 1100, 2200, 3100, 3200

Length: 1 hour



Requesting a training certificate
Please click the button to complete a brief
survey about this online training. Once the
survey is complete, you will be able to print your
certificate of completion from Survey Monkey. 

Take Survey

TAKE SURVEY

Certificate

Information to include when documenting this training for Professional Standards:

Please note, attendees must document the amount of training hours
indicated on the training despite the amount of time it takes to complete it. 

Training Title: September Staying on Track

Key Areas: 1000 - Nutrition, 2000 - Operations, 3000 -
Administration

Learning Codes: 1100, 2200, 3100, 3200

Length: 1 hour

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/upliftrecordedwebinar
https://azed.surveymonkey.com/r/RecordedWebinarOnlineSurvey


In accordance with federal civil rights law and USDA civil rights regulations and policies, the
USDA, its agencies, offices, employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA
programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex,
disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance
program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or
activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and
complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program
information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the
state or local agency that administers the program or contact USDA through the
Telecommunications Relay Service at 711 (voice and TTY). Additionally, program information may
be made available in languages other than English.

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination
Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and
at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the
information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992.
Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by:

1.Mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400
Independence Avenue, SW, Mail Stop 9410, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;

2.Fax: (202) 690-7442; or
3.Email: program.intake@usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov

