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Introduction 
Before each school year, under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), Exceptional 

Student Services (ESS) is required to obtain assurances from public education agencies (PEAs) to 

attest that they are meeting the requirements under state and federal statutes for special education in 

the state of Arizona. It is a requirement for all entities defined as PEAs, regardless of whether they 

receive federal funds. Access to ESS Applications can be restricted until the current fiscal year's 

Statement of Assurances (SOA) is signed.  
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Requirements 
A.R.S. § 15-761, 20 U.S.C. § 1411-1418  and  20 U.S.C. § 1419,  34 C.F.R. Part 300,  

 A.R.S. § 15-764,  A.R.S. § 15-765 

PEAs must complete assurances to continually receive federal funds and continue to receive Group B 

weights for state aid with oversight from ESS and through an issuing charter sponsor or state board 

of education. 

PEAs must ensure that all special education programs meet compliance with state and federal 

special education law. PEAs who are ineligible to receive federal funding are still required to meet the 

non-fiscal requirements of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) to continue to receive 

group-B funding through state aid. 

Accessing the Statement of Assurances 
Authorized personnel at each PEA must have appropriate access to complete the Statement of 

Assurances for their PEA. The role required to access and complete the SOA is ESS Special 
Education: Signer. 
If a user is unable to access the SOA, they will need to reach out to their Entity Administrator to 

request that this role be applied to their ADEConnect account. Locate your local ADEConnect entity 

administrator by using the Find Administrator tool in ADEConnect. If you do not have an ADEConnect 

Entity Administrator, please contact ADE Support at ADESupport@azed.gov.   

Users can access ADEConnect through their Student Information System (SIS) or by using the 

Arizona Department of Education website (http://www.azed.gov), selecting the ADEConnect tab, and 

then clicking on the "Exceptional Student Services Portal” option nested under your district entity. 

https://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=https://www.azleg.gov/ars/15/00761.htm
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid%3AUSC-1999-title20-chapter33-subchapter2&saved=%7CZ3JhbnVsZWlkOlVTQy0xOTk5LXRpdGxlMjAtc2VjdGlvbjE0MTk%3D%7C%7C%7C0%7Cfalse%7C1999&edition=1999
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-1999-title20-section1419&num=0&edition=1999
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-34/subtitle-B/chapter-III/part-300
https://www.azleg.gov/ars/15/00764.htm
https://www.azleg.gov/ars/15/00765.htm
https://adeconnect.azed.gov/FindEA
mailto:ADESupport@azed.gov
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.azed.gov_&d=DwMFAg&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=DaZxB5A97IUdATHVe1-bzw0ZVty_kEcgiELsY0N8tr0&m=TIpLnSpOu0JuI_eEJ8cLBLzujWfekAxbWPuY5r50T_x8wv1K_2-nIIuOUyuoJIQA&s=rU2kjDQ1xvk1ObmkiY53qJDmMkKFJ686GI_FJ-yCwkU&e=


The Statement of Assurance can be found on the bottom left side of your ESS portal. If you do not 

see the Statement of Assurances application, please reach out to your Entity Administrator (see 

Figure 1). 

 

 
Figure 1: ESS Portal 
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Navigating the Statement of Assurances 
Follow the steps below to attest that your PEA is meeting the requirements under the state and 

federal statutes for special education in the state of Arizona. 

Enter survey code 
A unique survey code has been provided to each PEA via email communication. Provide the code in 

the text box and click Please Proceed (see Figure 2). 

 
Figure 2: Survey Code Text Box 

Acknowledge Your Role at PEA 
Check the box and click Save & Continue (see Figure 3). 

 



 
Figure 3: Check box to Acknowledge Role 

Acknowledge that your PEA will adhere to the listed assurance. For each of the statements, there will 

be a requirement to check the box and hit Save & Continue, or there will be a multiple-choice 

selection. Refer to the screenshots below (see Figures 4 and 5). 

 
Figure 4: Check box for various statements 

 
Figure 5: Option to indicate type of district 

Submitting Statement of Assurance 
Click OK and hit Submit to complete the submission of SOA (see Figure 6). 



 
Figure 6: Check box to Finish and Submit the Survey 

Print Survey 
The completed survey can now be printed as a PDF document (see Figure 7). 

 

 
Figure 7: Print Survey Selection Option 
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