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Objectives
Participants will…

• become familiarized with everything pertaining to 
foster care in the FY26 ESEA Consolidated funding 
application in GME.



Setting the Stage



Definition of Foster Care

Foster 
Care

•Away from parents
•With child welfare agency

Foster 
Care Homeless



Foster Care Data

6,359

2,319

Children in Department of Child Safety 
(Total- 8,678)

Students Non-Students

20,300 Moves a year
55.58 Moves a day 

2.20 Moves per child

Foster Care Mobility



Foster Care School Stability Steps
Student enters foster care or has a change in foster care placement

Student remains at the school of origin while the Local Education Agency & child welfare agency execute the Best 
Interest Determination process

Best Interest Determination 
Outcome: Stay in School of 

Origin

Local Education Agency & child 
welfare agency collaborate on 

transportation

Best Interest Determination 
Outcome: Do Not Stay in School of 

Origin

The new school immediately enrolls the 
student, even without all paperwork.

Best Interest 
Determination



SEA Assurances



School Stability
Children in foster care remain in their school of origin.
 

‘‘(i)… remains in such child’s school of origin, unless a 
determination is made that it is not in such child’s best 
interest;” -- 1111(g)(1)(E)(i)

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2017/01/Foster%20Statute.pdf


Immediate Enrollment

School 
of 

Origin
Best 

Interest
New 

School

‘‘(ii)… not in such child’s best interest to remain in the 
school of origin, the child is immediately enrolled in a new 
school…” -- 1111(g)(1)(E)(ii)

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2017/01/Foster%20Statute.pdf


Academic & Other Records
New school  get the previous records. 
 

“(iii) the enrolling school shall immediately contact
the school last attended by any such child to obtain
relevant academic and other records” -- 1111(g)(1)(E)(iii)

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2017/01/Foster%20Statute.pdf


SEA Foster Care Point of Contact
SEA FC POC collaborates w/ LEA & CWA & cannot be 
the Homeless State Coordinator. 
 

“(iv) the SEA will designate an employee to serve as a 
point of contact for child welfare agencies and to 
oversee implementation of the State agency 
responsibilities,… such point of contact shall not be the 
State’s Coordinator for EHCY” -- 1111(g)(1)(E)(iv)

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2017/01/Foster%20Statute.pdf


FY26 ESEA Consolidated 
Foster Care Portions



Assurances 
(Menu)



Assurances (Section)

By signing this page, as the LEA's authorized representative, I am 
attesting that I have read and understand the obligations of all the 
assurance statements on the full document which is located in the 
LEA Document Library. I attest that the LEA Entity Authorized 
Signer has read the ESEA Assurances in its entirety, signed, and 
uploaded the full document in the LEA Document Library.



LEA Document 
Library (Side 
Menu)



LEA Document 
Library (Root 
Folders)



LEA Document 
Library (Search 
Folders)



LEA Document 
Library (ESEA 
Assurances)



LEA Document 
Library (ESEA 
Assurances 
Template)



ESEA Assurances 
Document

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2025/04/FY26_ESEA_AssurDoc.pdf


A-8 a) Point of Contact



Points of Contact

‘‘(5) collaborate with the State or local child welfare 
agency to— ‘‘(A) designate a point of contact…” -- 

1112(c)(5)(A)

Local 
Education 

Agency Points 
of Contact

Department of 
Child Safety Points 

of Contact

Tribal Foster 
Care Points 
of Contact

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2017/01/Foster%20Statute.pdf
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1s3t1wiIrw_UBH4Vge71XLHzFKkPh--jMYTycKLSb3bc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1s3t1wiIrw_UBH4Vge71XLHzFKkPh--jMYTycKLSb3bc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1s3t1wiIrw_UBH4Vge71XLHzFKkPh--jMYTycKLSb3bc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1s3t1wiIrw_UBH4Vge71XLHzFKkPh--jMYTycKLSb3bc/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2022/08/DCS%20Notice%20To%20LEAs%20%26%20DCS%20Regional%20Map%20Rev%2008.03.2022%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2022/08/DCS%20Notice%20To%20LEAs%20%26%20DCS%20Regional%20Map%20Rev%2008.03.2022%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2022/08/DCS%20Notice%20To%20LEAs%20%26%20DCS%20Regional%20Map%20Rev%2008.03.2022%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2022/08/AZ%20Tribal%20Foster%20Care%20POC%2008.03.2022.xlsx
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2022/08/AZ%20Tribal%20Foster%20Care%20POC%2008.03.2022.xlsx
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2022/08/AZ%20Tribal%20Foster%20Care%20POC%2008.03.2022.xlsx


Contacts (Main 
Menu)



Contacts (Section)



Contact Details 
(Main Menu)



Contact Details (Section)



A-8 B) Transportation



Clear Written Procedures
School of Origin transportation for the duration of 
time in foster care.
 

“(B) … develop and implement clear written procedures 
governing how transportation to maintain children in 
foster care in their school of origin when in their best 
interest will be provided, arranged, and funded for the 
duration of the time in foster care…” -- 1112(c)(5)(B)

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2017/01/Foster%20Statute.pdf


Collaborative Transportation
Shared Responsibility of Transportation.

“… shared responsibility of CWAs and LEAs to ensure 
educational stability…” --Joint Guidance “(i)… transportation to the 
school of origin will promptly receive transportation in a cost-
effective manner…” --1112(c)(5)(B)(i)

Child 
Welfare 
Agency

Local 
Education 
Agency

https://www.ed.gov/media/document/non-regulatory-guidance-ensuring-educational-stability-and-success-students-foster-care-november-15-2024-108448.pdf#page=25
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2017/01/Foster%20Statute.pdf


Additional Costs 
1112(c)(5)(B)(ii)

Child Welfare Agency 
Reimburses 

(1112(c)(5)(B)(ii)(I))

Local Education Agency 
Pays (1112(c)(5)(B)(ii)(II))

Both Share Costs 
(1112(c)(5)(B)(ii)(III)) 

“(ii) ensure that, if there are additional costs incurred in providing 
transportation to maintain children in foster care in their schools 

of origin, the LEA will provide transportation to the
school of origin if…” -- 1112(c)(5)(B)(ii)

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2017/01/Foster%20Statute.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2017/01/Foster%20Statute.pdf


Set Asides 
(Menu)



Set Asides (Section)

Set-Asides for Title I-A Fund Allocations
LEA funds may be reserved to assist with the required school 
stability provisions for students in foster care, including 
transportation costs to their schools of origin. 



Questions



Thank You!

Joey Taylor, Foster Care Education Coordinator
Arizona Department of Education

602.542.3569
fostercare@azed.gov 

mailto:fostercare@azed.gov
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