
Foster Care Education: New 
Guidance

Joey Taylor,  Foster Care Education Coordinator
Arizona Department of Education

602.542.3569
fostercare@azed.gov

mailto:fostercare@azed.gov


Objectives
Participants will…

• become familiarized with the new federal guidance to 
support students in foster care within their LEA



Federal Guidance



New 
Guidance

https://www.ed.gov/media/document/non
-regulatory-guidance-ensuring-educational-
stability-and-success-students-foster-care-
november-15-2024 

Nov. 15, 2024

Supersedes Previous

Major Collaboration

https://www.ed.gov/media/document/non-regulatory-guidance-ensuring-educational-stability-and-success-students-foster-care-november-15-2024
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/non-regulatory-guidance-ensuring-educational-stability-and-success-students-foster-care-november-15-2024
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/non-regulatory-guidance-ensuring-educational-stability-and-success-students-foster-care-november-15-2024
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/non-regulatory-guidance-ensuring-educational-stability-and-success-students-foster-care-november-15-2024


New Guidance Highlights



Highlights Pg. 1

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/63dcf65b8d0c56709027332e/t/6753a1ee05ec3337765e5f97/1733534190577/Joint-Federal-Guidance-Highlights.pdf


Highlights Pg. 2

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/63dcf65b8d0c56709027332e/t/6753a1ee05ec3337765e5f97/1733534190577/Joint-Federal-Guidance-Highlights.pdf


Full Summary

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/63dcf65b8d0c56709027332e/t/679a8a9c29ed02710fe77043/1738181276677/ABA+Summary+of+2025+Federal+Joint+Guidance.pdf


Comparison Between the 
New & the Old



New vs Old 
Comparison

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2025/03/FINALFed_Guid_NewVsOld_03.04.2025.docx


Guidance Gold



Collaboration

LEAs & CWAs work together to support the needs of 
students in foster care. 

C8: “Cross-system collaboration should also ensure… 
to meet the unique needs of students in foster 
care…consider opportunities to cross-train… on the 
importance of educational stability for students in 
foster care.”

Citation: U.S. Department of Education and U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Non-Regulatory Guidance: Ensuring Educational Stability and Success for Students in Foster Care, 2024



Public

Public added to school of origin definition

D1: “The school of origin is the public school a 
student is enrolled in when they enter foster care or 
when they change foster care placements.”

Citation: U.S. Department of Education and U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Non-Regulatory Guidance: Ensuring Educational Stability and Success for Students in Foster Care, 2024



No School History

Never attended a public school  New school 
immediately enrolls

D2: “A child in foster care who has never been 
enrolled in a public school does not have a school of 
origin and should be immediately enrolled in a new 
school even if the child is unable to produce records 
normally required for enrollment…”

Citation: U.S. Department of Education and U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Non-Regulatory Guidance: Ensuring Educational Stability and Success for Students in Foster Care, 2024



Feeder Schools

Feeder school becomes the school of origin. 

D5: “When a student completes the final grade level 
serviced by the school of origin, the next school in the 
feeder school pattern becomes the school of origin.”

Citation: U.S. Department of Education and U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Non-Regulatory Guidance: Ensuring Educational Stability and Success for Students in Foster Care, 2024



BID Definition

BID as a process.

E1: “A BID is a process through which educational 
agencies and child welfare agencies partner with 
important people in a student’s life to determine 
whether it is in a student’s best interest to remain at 
their school of origin or change schools.” 

Citation: U.S. Department of Education and U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Non-Regulatory Guidance: Ensuring Educational Stability and Success for Students in Foster Care, 2024



BID Timeline

3 Days for BIDs

E3: “LEAs, in collaboration with child welfare agencies, 
are encouraged to complete a BID process within 
three business days of the time of placement in foster 
care.” 

Citation: U.S. Department of Education and U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Non-Regulatory Guidance: Ensuring Educational Stability and Success for Students in Foster Care, 2024



School of Origin During the BID

Remain in the school of origin during the BID process.

E4: “Yes. To ensure educational stability, a student in 
foster care must remain in their school of origin until 
the LEA, in collaboration with the child welfare 
agency, completes the BID process and determines 
that it is in the student’s best interest to attend a 
different school.” 

Citation: U.S. Department of Education and U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Non-Regulatory Guidance: Ensuring Educational Stability and Success for Students in Foster Care, 2024



Old School as a New School???

Remain in the school of origin during the BID process.

E5: “A BID process should be student-centered and 
context-specific… presume that remaining in the 
school of origin is in the student’s best interest, 
unless the BID suggests that attending another 
school, including any public school the student has 
attended previously, is in the student’s best interest.” 

Citation: U.S. Department of Education and U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Non-Regulatory Guidance: Ensuring Educational Stability and Success for Students in Foster Care, 2024



No Costs or Burden Considered

Cost & logistics of transportation NOT a BID factor.

E6: “Consistent with HHS’ guidance in ACYF-CB-PI-
10-11, transportation costs should not be considered 
when determining a student’s best interest. Similarly, 
administrative burden for educational agencies or 
child welfare agencies should not be considered when 
completing a BID process.”

Citation: U.S. Department of Education and U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Non-Regulatory Guidance: Ensuring Educational Stability and Success for Students in Foster Care, 2024

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/documents/cb/pi1011.pdf
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/documents/cb/pi1011.pdf


Transportation Timeline

3 Days to Transport

F3: “… LEA’s written transportation procedures 
should establish the LEA’s process for providing, 
arranging, and funding school of origin transportation 
in sufficient detail to allow such transportation to be 
provided without undue delay—e.g., within three 
business days of the completion of the BID process.”

Citation: U.S. Department of Education and U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Non-Regulatory Guidance: Ensuring Educational Stability and Success for Students in Foster Care, 2024



More Comprehensive Transportation

F10: “This includes transportation for needed 
academic supports… such as afterschool tutoring and 
summer learning and enrichment programs… 
encouraged to provide transportation… occur outside 
the regular school day, including extracurricular 
activities that support their overall well-being.”

Citation: U.S. Department of Education and U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Non-Regulatory Guidance: Ensuring Educational Stability and Success for Students in Foster Care, 2024

Academic Supports
Extra-Curriculars 



Full Participation in School

Immediately enrolled, fully participating in classes, & 
extracurricular/out-of-school/summer activities. 

G2: “A student is not fully enrolled if a student is not 
attending school or fully participating in classes, 
extracurricular activities, and out-of-school and 
summer opportunities.”

Citation: U.S. Department of Education and U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Non-Regulatory Guidance: Ensuring Educational Stability and Success for Students in Foster Care, 2024



Disproportionate Discipline

Schools should be prepared to support the unique 
challenges of students in foster care

J1: “Involvement in the child welfare system can be 
traumatic… students in foster care… experience… 
adverse childhood experiences… ACEs… higher… 
suspension and expulsion. These policies are 
ineffective... strongly encouraged… trauma-informed 
practices and positive behavioral interventions...”

Citation: U.S. Department of Education and U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Non-Regulatory Guidance: Ensuring Educational Stability and Success for Students in Foster Care, 2024



FAFSA Simplification Act

Don’t need to prove independent status every year 

K4: “… under the FSA, students who are in or have 
transitioned from foster care: Do not need to 
annually redetermine their independent student 
status and Are entitled to an initial independent 
student status determination as quickly as 
practicable.”

Citation: U.S. Department of Education and U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Non-Regulatory Guidance: Ensuring Educational Stability and Success for Students in Foster Care, 2024



Related Service Transportation

LEA transports when a related service in IEP.

L6: “Yes… the LEA is responsible for transportation 
that is required as a related service under IDEA. 
Therefore, the cost of school of origin transportation 
for a student in foster care with transportation listed 
as a related service in the student’s IEP is generally 
the full responsibility of the LEA...”

Citation: U.S. Department of Education and U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Non-Regulatory Guidance: Ensuring Educational Stability and Success for Students in Foster Care, 2024



Closing & Next Steps



Feedback Survey & Certificates
Feedback survey 
•Must complete survey to receive PL certificate in 

APLD Blackboard & receive credit for attending the 
mandatory training

Recording and slides
•The recording & slides will be posted on ADE’s Foster 

Care webpage

https://www.azed.gov/fostercare/
https://www.azed.gov/fostercare/


Survey Link

https://forms.office.com/r/ksNSGduwz6 

https://forms.office.com/r/ksNSGduwz6


Questions



Thank You!

Joey Taylor, Foster Care Education Coordinator
Arizona Department of Education

602.542.3569
fostercare@azed.gov 

mailto:fostercare@azed.gov
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