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Objectives

• Better collaboration during the Best Interest 
Determination process.

• Utilizing Best Interest Determination tracking data to 
inform your practices. 



What is the Best Interest 
Determination Process



Best Interest Determination 
Process
Student-centered, context specific, holistic 
assessment.

‘‘A BID is a process through which educational agencies 
and child welfare agencies partner with important
people in a student’s life to determine whether it is in a 
student’s best interest to remain at their school of
origin or change schools.” -- Joint Federal Guidance

https://www.ed.gov/media/document/non-regulatory-guidance-ensuring-educational-stability-and-success-students-foster-care-november-15-2024-108448.pdf#page=18


Best Interest Determination

Should the student in foster care 
remain in their school of origin?

During the Best Interest 
Determination Process… 
YES!



When does the Best Interest 
Determination Process 

Happen?



When to do 
the Best 
Interest 
Determination
Process?

Enters 
Foster 
Care

Foster 
Care 

Change

Best Interest 
Determination 

Executed



Prep for Best Interest 
Determination Process



Best Interest 
Determination 
Prep Form

 

    
 

School of Origin BID Preparation Form 
 

Date: Click or tap to enter a date. 

Local Educational Agency (LEA) Information 

LEA Name:  

School Site:  

LEA Foster Care Point of Contact:  Email:  

School Address:  

 
Child in Foster Care Information 

Child Name:  

Date of Birth:  State Student ID:  

Date of FC Move:  Grade:  

Residence School Address:  

 
School of Origin Input for BID 

 
• How well connected is the child to the school and/or school staff? 

(i.e., how long attending the school, positive relationships with school staff, any sense of 
belonging or fitting in, etc.) 
 
Click or tap here to enter text. 

 
• How is the child performing academically?  

(i.e., passing/failing classes, reading/writing/math at grade level, etc.) 
 

Click or tap here to enter text. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/08/School%20of%20Origin%20BID%20Prep%20Form.docx
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School of Origin BID Preparation Form



Date: Click or tap to enter a date.

		Local Educational Agency (LEA) Information



		LEA Name:

		



		School Site:

		



		[bookmark: _Hlk116638326]LEA Foster Care Point of Contact:

		

		Email:

		



		School Address:

		



		



		Child in Foster Care Information



		Child Name:

		



		Date of Birth:

		

		State Student ID:

		



		[bookmark: _Hlk116638844]Date of FC Move:

		

		Grade:

		



		Residence School Address:

		



		



		[bookmark: _Hlk116636764]School of Origin Input for BID







· How well connected is the child to the school and/or school staff?

(i.e., how long attending the school, positive relationships with school staff, any sense of belonging or fitting in, etc.)



Click or tap here to enter text.



· How is the child performing academically? 

(i.e., passing/failing classes, reading/writing/math at grade level, etc.)



Click or tap here to enter text.













· What are the child’s social connections within the school setting?

(i.e., engaging/not engaging with peers, having friends, do their siblings attend the school also, etc.)



Click or tap here to enter text.



· Which extracurricular activities are the child participating in?

(i.e., clubs, sports, tutoring, etc.)? 



Click or tap here to enter text.



· Is the child receiving special education through an IEP or 504 Plan? 

· If yes, briefly describe any accommodations for the child, any related services being provided, and how the LEA is providing access to a free appropriate public education in the least restrictive environment for the child. 



Click or tap here to enter text.



· Describe any other supports and services the LEA provides to the child.

(i.e., is the child also an English language learner, any other federal programs eligibility, free/reduced lunch, etc.)



Click or tap here to enter text.



· What additional information needs to be considered? 



Click or tap here to enter text.



		School of Origin Recommendation for BID







· From the school of origin perspective, how might a school change affect the child? 



Click or tap here to enter text.



· From the school of origin perspective, is it in the best interest for the child to remain at their school of origin? 

· Briefly provide support for the recommendation.



Click or tap here to enter text.
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Best Interest Determinations 
Timeline



‘‘A. Within five days after a 
child enters foster care or if a 
child's placement changes… 
shall determine if it is in the 
child's best interest to remain in 
the child's school of origin…” --
ARS 8-530.04(A)

5 Days for Best Interest Determination 
Process

https://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=https://www.azleg.gov/ars/8/00530-04.htm


‘‘A. The department of child 
safety and the department of 
education shall… prompt 
resolution of disputes
B. … ensure transportation to the 
school of origin… until the dispute 
is resolved.
C. A decision… within ten 
business days…” -- ARS 8-530.05

Arbitration Process

https://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.azleg.gov%2Fars%2F8%2F00530-05.htm


Child Welfare Agency 
Leading the Way



Department of Child Safety Best Interest 
Determination Meeting Table in Email

Student’s Name / Parents’ Name(s) Student’s Living Situation & Name Potential Meeting Dates & Time

Student:

Parent(s):

□ Foster Family: 
□ Kinship Family: 
□ Group Home: 
□ Other:

Current Enrollment & School Name School & District of Origin School & District of 
Residence

IEP/504

□ Yes
 School Name:

 Grade:

□ No
 Last School:

□ IEP
□ 504
□ IDEA Parent (if different 
than parent):



Department 
of Child Safety 
Best Interest 
Determination 
Process 
Document



Who is Involved?



Best Interest Determination Participants
REQUIRED

• Child Welfare Agency

• School of Origin

AMELIORATING

• New School

• Caregiver

• Student

• Parents

• Surrogate

• CASA



What are We Talking About?



Factors of  a 
Best Interest 
Determination

Foster Care Plan

Academics

School Credits

Safety

Student, Parent, 
Caregiver

Distance & Commute



Unique Best Interest 
Determination Scenarios



Placed by Department of Child Safety 

Placed by delinquency court 

Best Interest Determination Process – 
Canyon State Academy
Canyon State Academy- Can they still attend their 
school of origin?



School attended before residential treatment center.

 

Best Interest Determination Process – 
Residential Treatment Center
Residential Treatment Center- What school is the 
school of origin?



Public school that placed the student.

 

Best Interest Determination Process – Level 
D Placement
Level D Placement/Private Day School- What school 
is the school of origin?



School of origin

Immediately enroll at new school 

Best Interest Determination Process – No 
Arizona Public School
No Arizona Public School- How is the Best Interest 
Determination executed?



Withdrawal & New 
Enrollment



Withdrawal

Caregiver tries to withdraw

No withdrawal, notify point of contact

Best Interest Determination process



New Enrollment

Caregiver tries to enroll

Notify school of origin point of 
contact

Best Interest Determination process



Mesa Public Schools
BID & Data Tracking Process 



Overview



Student Information

-Column A) It is vital to 
have as much 
information as possible 
for the student

-Column B) It is also 
important to have the 
correct school of origin 
on the BID meeting

-AzEDS Identity search 
can be very helpful



Meeting/Discussion Scheduling

Per ARS 8-530.04, a 
BID determination 
needs to be made 
within 5 days



Steps Before 
Meeting



Steps After 
the Meeting



Data

24-25
22%

23-24
17%

22-23
17%



Ideas for 
Further Data

Reason for NOT 
maintaining school of 

origin 

Number of total 
school moves for 

student

Number of students 
enrolling with credit 

deficiencies 

Chronic 
absenteeism

Graduation rates
School of origin 

transportation (rate, 
cost, etc.)

How long it takes for 
full enrollment and 

attendance

Educational 
discontinuity (length 

of school missed 
due to placement)



Tracking Sheet Walk-Through 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets
/d/1a-
g0wj8a43jVFOK7C9qUIfu_8G8avq-
mBeZGsm_BgHs/ 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1a-g0wj8a43jVFOK7C9qUIfu_8G8avq-mBeZGsm_BgHs/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1a-g0wj8a43jVFOK7C9qUIfu_8G8avq-mBeZGsm_BgHs/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1a-g0wj8a43jVFOK7C9qUIfu_8G8avq-mBeZGsm_BgHs/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1a-g0wj8a43jVFOK7C9qUIfu_8G8avq-mBeZGsm_BgHs/


McKay Smith
Title I, McKinney-Vento, & 
Foster Care Liaison
480.472.0484
fostercarepoc@mpsaz.org 

mailto:fostercarepoc@mpsaz.org


Closing & Next Steps



Feedback Survey & Certificates
Feedback survey 
• Must complete survey to receive professional learning 

certificate in Arizona Department of Education 
Professional Learning and Development Blackboard & 
receive credit for attending the mandatory training

Recording and slides
• The recording & slides will be posted on Arizona 

Department of Education’s Foster Care webpage

https://www.azed.gov/fostercare/


Survey Link

https://forms.office.com/r/TpA1Hm2eQt 

https://forms.office.com/r/TpA1Hm2eQt


Questions



Thank You!

Joey Taylor, Foster Care Education Coordinator
Arizona Department of Education

602.542.3569​
fostercare@azed.gov 

mailto:fostercare@azed.gov
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