
Arizona Homeless Education Program

Supporting Unaccompanied Homeless Youth (UHY) 
Part II



Housekeeping Items
• If you have questions throughout today’s session, please share them in the following ways:

• Enter simple questions into the Q&A feature or type them into the chat. 

• Save in-depth questions for after session office hours.

• Email homeless@azed.gov with any LEA-specific questions.

• Today’s session will be interactive. Please utilize the chat if you are unable to access polls. 

• Today’s session is being recorded. The recording and presentation slides will be made 

available to attendees after the training. 

• All resources referenced in this training as well as the recording and presentation slides will 

be shared following the session on the Arizona Homeless Education Program website.

• AI note-taking and other tools are not permitted in ADE sessions. 

mailto:homeless@azed.gov


Mission 
Statements

Arizona Department of Education
The Arizona Department of Education is a service organization 
committed to raising academic outcomes and empowering 
parents.

Arizona Homeless Education Program
The mission of the Arizona Homeless Education Program is to 
ensure positive comparable academic outcomes for children 
and youth experiencing homelessness through 
implementation of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance 
Act.
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Today’s Session



Common Acronyms and Terms
DOE

Department of 
Education

SEA
State Education 

Agency

LEA

Local educational 
agency

SIS
Student 

information 
system

BID
Best interest 

determination

CBO
Community-

based 
organization

NCHE
National Center 

for Homeless 
Education

SHC
SchoolHouse 
Connection

TA

Technical 
Assistance

ADE
Arizona 

Department of 
Education

HEP

Homeless Education 
Program

HCY

Homeless 
Children and 

Youth

UHY 
Unaccompanied 
Homeless Youth

McKinney-Vento Homeless 
Liaison of Record

Site-Based McKinney-Vento 
Homeless Liaison



Supporting UHY – Part I

Today’s session is designed to be an 
extension of the information shared 

in a session we provided last year, 
“Supporting UHY – Part I”

If you missed it, check out the 
recording on the Arizona HEP 

website.

https://www.azed.gov/homeless/liaisons
https://www.azed.gov/homeless/liaisons


Objective

McKinney- Vento Homeless Liaisons will…

• McKinney-Vento Homeless Liaisons will develop 
comprehensive skills regarding the legal requirements to 
identify, remove barriers to enrollment, and support the 
unique needs of unaccompanied students experiencing 
homelessness.

• Learn practical methodologies to enhance their local 
education agency’s established procedures.



Pre-Assessment

Let’s test your knowledge.



Pre-Assessment
1. Does a student have to experience a loss of housing to be considered an 

unaccompanied homeless youth? 

2. Aside from the required Student Residency Questionnaire, what 
additional document or form is critical to the identification process for 
some unaccompanied homeless youth?

3. For youth seeking enrollment without a guardian or caregiver, must 
they provide proof of residency to enroll?



Review of
Unaccompanied 
Homeless Youth

• Legal Definition & Qualifying Ages

•Responsibilities of the McKinney-Vento 

Homeless Liaison for UHY

•Arizona ESSA State Plan Requirement



Legal Definition of UHY

Fixed: Stationary, permanent, 
not subject to change.

Regular: Used on a 
predictable, routine, consistent 
basis.

Adequate: Lawfully and 
reasonably sufficient. 
Does it sufficiently meet the physical and 
psychological needs typically met in a 
home environment?

“Not in the physical 
custody of a parent or 

guardian”

• Friend
• Family member
• Unsheltered on their own
• “Couch-Surfing”
• Homeless youth shelter

Homeless Unaccompanied UHY



UHY Qualifying Ages
UHY may be any youth eligible for PreK-12 public education; up to 21 years old

Young UHY 
Preschool to middle school

• Almost always with a caregiver
• Typically in the care of a family member 

or friend
• Placement with caregiver may change 

frequently
• May reside for short amounts of time 

with the parent or guardian, but not 
consistently due to lack of housing

Adolescent UHY 
Middle school to high school

• May be living on their own
• May be with a caregiver

• May be with a caregiver who is a family 
member or friend

• May be “couch-surfing” 
• May be housed through a transitional 

housing program, without their 
parent/guardian

Link to NCHE Brief

https://nche.ed.gov/supporting-the-education-of-unaccompanied-students-experiencing-homelessness-2/


Identifying Unaccompanied 
Homeless Youth (UHY)
The term unaccompanied youth includes a homeless child or youth not in the physical 

custody of a parent or guardian. Children of all ages (PS-12th grade) may be an 

unaccompanied homeless youth.

A child or 
youth who 
meets the 
McKinney-

Vento 
definition of 
homeless.

A child or 
youth who is 

not in the 
physical 

custody of a 
parent or 
guardian.

UNACCOMPANIED 
HOMELESS YOUTH 

(UHY)



1. Homeless youth are identified through 
outreach with other agencies;

2. Homeless youth are enrolled in and have full 
and equal opportunity to succeed in school;

3. Access to federally required resources: 
HeadStart and other preschool programs, 
interventions under IDEA, etc.; 

4.  Referral to well-being services: health care, 
dental, mental health, substance abuse, 
housing, etc.;

5.  Inform families and youth of educational 
opportunities with meaningful opportunities 
to participate;

6. Provide understandable public notice of 
educational rights in locations frequented by 
homeless youth, guardians, and unaccompanied 
youth: schools, shelters, public libraries, soup 
kitchens;

7. Mediate enrollment disputes according to federal 
guidance;

8. Inform family and youth of all transportation 
services;

9. Provide professional development and support 
for all stakeholders who serve homeless students; 
and

10.Assist unaccompanied youth with: enrollment, 
academic access and success, and notification of 
“Independent” status and assistance for  FAFSA.

Responsibilities of the McKinney-
Vento Homeless Liaison

42 U.S.C. § 11432 (g)(6)

https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim


10. Unaccompanied Homeless Youth
STAKEHOLDERS REQUIREMENTS

•Develop a written internal plan to ensure the timely 
identification of unaccompanied youth experiencing 
homelessness.

•Implement the  the use of the Caregivers 
Authorization Affidavit for situations when the child or 
youth is residing with someone other than their 
parent or legal guardian.

•Develop a written internal plan to address barriers 
that may present as youth that are living on their own 
without a parent or guardian to ensure the remove of 
barriers to enrollment. 

•Establish procedures with school counselors to 
support youth in college and career readiness, as well 
as FAFSA completion.

•LEA enrollment office staff

•School counselors

•Homeless higher education liaisons

•Service providers

•School truancy officers

•Attendance clerks

•Financial aid administrators at local colleges and 
universities



(42 U.S.C. § 11432(f)(2))

“Functions of the Office of the Coordinator 
for the Education of Homeless Children 
and Youths established in each State shall 
develop and carry out the State plan.”

(42 U.S.C. § 11432(f)(2))

McKinney-Vento 
Act

http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim


Arizona ESEA Consolidated State Plan

“To properly identify homeless students in 
the State of Arizona, LEAs are required to 
use either an electronic or hard copy of the 
Student Residency Housing 
Questionnaire.”

Arizona ESEA Consolidated State Plan

Arizona ESSA 
State Plan

https://www.azed.gov/essa


Required Documents

Arizona SRQ 
and Educational 

Rights of HCY 
Requirements

Arizona Student 
Residency 

Questionnaire

The Educational 
Rights of Homeless 

Children and Youths

Caregiver’s 
Authorization 

Affidavit



Arizona HEP Website

You can find these resources on the 
Arizona HEP website on the 

Guidance & Sample Documents for 
McKinney-Vento Homeless Liaisons 
webpage by clicking the dropdown 

“Required Documents for all 
Arizona Local Education Agencies.”

https://www.azed.gov/homeless/guidance-sample-documents-mckinney-vento-homeless-liaisons
https://www.azed.gov/homeless/guidance-sample-documents-mckinney-vento-homeless-liaisons
https://www.azed.gov/homeless/guidance-sample-documents-mckinney-vento-homeless-liaisons


Exploring The 
Experiences of 

UHY

• UHY Terms to Understand

•Caregivers of UHY

• Scenario #1: Charlie’s Story

• Identification at time of enrollment

•UHY on Their Own

• Scenario #2: From Street to Lot

• Identification throughout the school year



UHY: Terms to Understand  

Homeless Unaccompanied UHY

Youth on Their OwnCaregiver



Caregivers of UHY

Not all children and youth who are in the physical custody of a caregiver are 

experiencing homelessness, so they may not all qualify as UHY.

Thus, it is important to refer these situations to the McKinney-Vento Homeless Liaison to 

determine all the details regarding the placement of the child or youth with the caregiver.

The McKinney-Vento Homeless Liaison will conduct the eligibility determination.

A “caregiver” is:
 a responsible adult, 18 years of age or older who has agreed to fulfill the role of 
caring for the minor child or youth and they do not have legal court appointed 

guardianship.



Scenario #1 – Charlie’s Story

The following scenario is a common occurrence. 

Often, UHY fall through the cracks, and it isn’t until there is a need for 

support that their loss of housing is discovered. 

It’s imperative to ensure students are identified to provide timely support 

and access to all services.



Scenario #1 – Charlie’s Story
Charlie has been living with his aunt and uncle Brown since 
his parents were incarcerated unexpectedly in October. 
They live in another part of the state that’s about two hours 
away. 

As soon as Charlie moved in with the Browns, they took him 
to the local school in their attendance area to enroll him. 

The Browns live in a small community, and everyone knows 
one another. The office staff is especially familiar with the 
Browns because their children attended the school, and 
they have been known to care for children to help family 
members out. 

Does Charlie meet 

the definition of an 

unaccompanied 

homeless youth?

What process should 

the local education 

agency have 

established to ensure a 

student with a similar 

request for enrollment 

is identified as 

experiencing 

homelessness?



Scenario #1 – Charlie’s Story
The Browns explain to the enrollment office that Charlie’s 
parents are currently incarcerated, and they have not had 
any contact with them since the incarceration. However, 
they assure the office staff that Charlie’s parents are aware 
that Charlie is living with them.

The Browns complete the enrollment process and Charlie 
starts school immediately with no delay.

What should the 

school enrollment 

team have done upon 

learning about Charlie 

temporarily living 

situation with the 

grandparents?



Scenario #1 – Charlie’s Story
About a month later, the school nurse conducts an audit of 
immunization records and discovers that Charlie’s 
immunization records are missing. The school nurse 
reaches out and that’s when she discovers that Charlie is 
living with his grandparents and that his parents were 
suddenly incarcerated, he didn’t have anywhere to live so 
the Browns who are his grandparents took him in. 

The school nurse 

knows about 

McKinney-Vento. What 

should they do next?



Arizona 
Student 
Residency 
Questionnaire

Page 1



Arizona 
Student 
Residency 
Questionnaire

Page 2
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Identification
At Time of Enrollment

A new enrollment request was received. The SRQ indicates the student may 
meet the definition of homeless. They are not in the physical custody of their 

parent or legal guardian, now what?

Office Staff
Immediately 

Enroll the 
Student

Office Staff
Request 

Completion 
of 

Caregiver’s 
Authorization 

(CA)

Office Staff
Forward the 
SRQ and CA 

to the 
Liaison

Liaison’s 
Responsibility

Eligibility 
Determination

Liaison’s 
Responsibility

Notification to 
District Level 

Supports 

Liaison’s 
Responsibility

Ongoing Case 
Management



Caregiver’s 
Authorization 
Affidavit

An adult “caregiver”  
requesting 
enrollment for a 
minor student may 
utilize this form to 
assist school officials 
with making 
education-related 
decisions in the best 
interest of the 
student.



UHY On Their Own

Often, UHY on their own are fully supporting themselves. 

UHY on their own may be “couch-surfing”, unsheltered, or working to obtain housing. 

Because many of these youth have little or no support from a responsible, caring adult, the 

local McKinney-Vento Homeless Liaison’s interest and involvement in an unaccompanied 

youth’s education is especially valuable and can be life-changing. (NCHE, 2017)

A youth on their own is:
A child or youth not in the physical custody of a parent, guardian, or caregiver, and 

without a stable home. 

https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/youth.pdf


Scenario #2 – From Street to Lot

In July, the Arizona Homeless Education Program received a request for support 

from a Youth Outreach Case Manager within the organization Keys to Change. 

This scenario highlights the importance of quality training for your local 

education agency’s staff and strong partnerships with community-based 

organizations. 



Click here to view the video "A day 
inside downtown Phoenix's 
homeless encampment 'The Zone'"

https://youtu.be/Umfz08MxzrA?si=3qD5z5IeaTTiHBEa
https://youtu.be/Umfz08MxzrA?si=3qD5z5IeaTTiHBEa
https://youtu.be/Umfz08MxzrA?si=3qD5z5IeaTTiHBEa


Scenario #2 – From Street to Lot
The email read, “We work with homeless youths from 18-24 most often in 
the downtown Phoenix area.  I'm attempting to understand the most 
effective way to utilize the McKinney-Vento act, as a number of youths 
we've encountered through our program are in school or attempting to 
return to school after dropping out.  I'm confident our clients can be 
considered Unaccompanied Homeless Youths.  

I'm hoping you can provide me with a point of contact, or at least a general 
outline of the first steps in assisting a homeless youth to best utilize the 
benefits of the McKinney-Vento program. I'm having trouble understanding 
whether a youth who is not currently enrolled in high school can engage 
with MV, or if they must be enrolled, at which point the school staff assists 
them with MV?  Can MV help get youths enrolled/re-enrolled into school?  
Any clarity would be greatly appreciated.”

Would it be 

appropriate for a 

Liaison to meet 

with the case 

manager 

regarding this 

youth?



Scenario #2 – From Street to Lot
•Loss of Housing: Occurred at some point during the 
school year.

•School of Origin: Unknown, but he was attending school. 
Eventually the student stopped going to school due to 
the lack of transportation, clean clothes, food. 

•Primary Nighttime Residence: SOS Lot “Shelter”

•The youth expressed desire to finish high school at the 
school where he was attending when he was kicked out 
of his home.

•He was determined to get out of his situation and break 
the cycle. 

What are the next 

steps a Liaison 

should take when 

learning about a 

situation like this?



Identification 
Throughout the School Year

Someone has discovered a student that might be homeless and 
unaccompanied, now what?

Awareness

Provide 
HCY Rights 

&
SRQ

Referral

Establish a 
Referral 
Form or 
Process

Warm Hand-
Off

Introduction 
to the Liaison

Liaison’s 
Responsibility

Eligibility 
Determination

Liaison’s 
Responsibility

Notification 
to District 

Level 
Supports 

Liaison’s 
Responsibility

Ongoing Case 
Management



• Referral from district and school staff

• Ensure awareness of UHY and how to refer in annual district training

• Referral from community-based organizations (CBOs)

• Ensure awareness, communication, and collaboration to streamline 
the identification of UHY

• Self-Identification by UHY

• Support awareness by posting the “Information for School-Age 
Youth” Public Notice Poster

Identification 
Throughout the School Year



Scenario #2 – From Street to Lot
I provided the case manager an overview of the Educational 
Rights of Homeless Children and Youth, reviewing the school of 
origin right and explained this is based on the best interest of the 
youth. 

I advised him that I would reach out to the school the student was 
last attending (school of origin) and make a warm introduction to 
the McKinney-Vento Homeless Liaison. I also promised to email 
him a copy of the Student Residency Questionnaire so he was 
familiar with the questions that may be asked and the Educational 
Rights of Homeless Children and Youth to help guide his follow 
up conversation with the youth. 

The McKinney-Vento Homeless Liaison replied to my request, 
connected with the case manager at Keys to Change. Ultimately, 
the youth was supported with school enrollment and 
transportation was arranged for the youth. 

What additional 

supports may 

need to be 

provided to 

ensure this 

student’s 

success?

Who at the local 

education agency 

has a legitimate 

educational 

interest in 

knowing that this 

student is 

experiencing 

homelessness?



Access to Higher 
Education & the 

FAFSA 
Simplification Act

• UHY and FAFSA Requirement

•FAFSA Provisions for UHY



“Each local educational agency liaison for homeless 
children and youths, designated under paragraph 
(1)(J)(ii), shall ensure that— unaccompanied youths—
(I) are enrolled in school;

(II) have opportunities to meet the same challenging 
State academic standards as the State establishes for 
other children and youth, including through 
implementation of the procedures under paragraph 
(1)(F)(ii); and

(III) are informed of their status as independent 
students under section 1087vv of title 20 and that the 
youths may obtain assistance from the local 
educational agency liaison to receive verification of 
such status for purposes of the Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid described in section 1090 of title 
20.”

[42 USC (g)(6)(A)x)]

McKinney-Vento 
Act

Unique Needs of 
UHY



UHY and FAFSA
“Unaccompanied youth experiencing homelessness who are not living with, or 
supported by, a parent or guardian. Therefore, under the Higher Education Act, they are 
considered independent students and do not need to provide a parent’s signature or 
information about parents’ income on the FAFSA.” (SchoolHouse Connection, 2024)

• 2024-2025 FAFSA

• FAFSA Simplification Act enacted, yet the application rollout was late, affecting many 
students

• 2025-2026 FAFSA 

• Available to a small group of students via a phased roll-out on October 1, 2024

• Available to all students on December 1, 2024

https://schoolhouseconnection.org/the-fafsa-simplification-act/


FAFSA Provisions for UHY
Per the FAFSA Simplification Act and guidance from the U.S. Department of Education, new 
FAFSA provisions for unaccompanied homeless youth (UHY) and foster youth are in effect 

for the 2025-2026 FAFSA: 
1.  Homeless and foster care status does not need to be redetermined every year. 
2.  Determinations of unaccompanied homeless and foster youth status must be made as quickly as   

practicable. 
3.  The list of officials and programs authorized to verify that an applicant is an UHY has expanded.

4.  Financial aid administrators must accept certain documents if an institution requires documentation 
that a student was in foster care when the student was 13 or older.

5.  Financial aid administrators must make a determination of UHY for youth who cannot get 
determinations from other authorities. 

6.  Financial aid administrators must make UHY and foster youth determinations following the 
processes outlined in the law - it is not a matter of professional judgment. 

(SchoolHouse Connection, 2023)

https://schoolhouseconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/New-FAFSA-Provisions-for-Homeless-Foster-Youth-one-pager.pdf


Click here to view the video "Higher 
Education Resources Spotlight with 
SchoolHouse Connection"

https://youtu.be/QXPHe7GaJTc?si=pp7C4UPwbnRaEP0d
https://youtu.be/QXPHe7GaJTc?si=pp7C4UPwbnRaEP0d
https://youtu.be/QXPHe7GaJTc?si=pp7C4UPwbnRaEP0d


Post-Assessment

Let’s test your knowledge.



Post-Assessment
1. Does a student have to experience a loss of housing to be considered an 

unaccompanied homeless youth? 

2. Aside from the required Student Residency Questionnaire, what 
additional document or form is critical to the identification process for 
some unaccompanied homeless youth?

3. For youth seeking enrollment without a guardian or caregiver, must 
they provide proof of residency to enroll?



Post-Assessment Results

1. Does a student have to experience a loss of housing to be considered an 
unaccompanied homeless youth? 

✓ Yes

2. Aside from the required Student Residency Questionnaire, what additional document 
or form is critical to the identification process for some unaccompanied homeless 
youth?

✓ Caregiver’s Authorization Affidavit

3. For youth seeking enrollment without a guardian or caregiver, must they provide 
proof of residency to enroll?

✓ No



Closing & Next Steps



Technical 
Assistance

Arizona Department of Education
Homeless Education Program
(602)542-4963
homeless@azed.gov 

mailto:homeless@azed.gov


Optional Office Hours
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