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Supporting Unaccompanied Homeless Youth (UHY)
Part |



Housekeeping Items

® If you have questions throughout today’s session, please share them in the following ways:

° Enter simple questions into the Q&A feature or type them into the chat.
° Save in-depth questions for after session office hours.

° Email homeless@azed.gov with any LEA-specific questions.

® Today's session will be interactive. Please utilize the chat if you are unable to access polls.

® Today's session is being recorded. The recording and presentation slides will be made
available to attendees after the training.

® All resources referenced in this training as well as the recording and presentation slides will
be shared following the session on the Arizona Homeless Education Program website.

® Al note-taking and other tools are not permitted in ADE sessions.


mailto:homeless@azed.gov

Arizona Department of Education

The Arizona Department of Education is a service organization

committed to raising academic outcomes and empowering
parents.

Arizona Homeless Education Program

The mission of the Arizona Homeless Education Program is to
ensure positive comparable academic outcomes for children
and youth experiencing homelessness through

implementation of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance
Act.

Mission
Statements
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Supporting UHY - Part |

@ }”% ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF

Today's session is desighed to be an \wi# EDUCATION
extension. of the infor.mation shared McKinney-Vento
IN a session we provided last year, Homeless Liaison Training
“Su pporting UHY _ Part I” Supporting Unaccorpﬂgfgge;jozlzmeless Youth (UHY)
Arizona Department of Education ndees

(602)542-4963
homeless@azed.gov

It you missed it, check out the R
reCOrding On the Ariz_ona H Ep * Save in-depth guestions for after session office hours.

b o *  Email homeless@azed.gov with any LEA-specific guestions.
wepsite.

® All resources referenced in this training can be located on the ADE HEP
website and in the newsletter.



https://www.azed.gov/homeless/liaisons
https://www.azed.gov/homeless/liaisons

Objective

McKinney- Vento Homeless Liaisons will...

®* McKinney-Vento Homeless Liaisons will develop
comprehensive skills regarding the legal requirements to
identify, remove barriers to enrollment, and support the
unigue needs of unaccompanied students experiencing

homelessness.
® Learn practical methodologies to enhance their local

education agency’s established procedures.



Pre-Assessment

Let's test your knowledge.




Pre-Assessment

1. Does a student have to experience a loss of housing to be considered an
unaccompanied homeless youth?

2. Aside from the required Student Residency Questionnaire, what
additional document or form is critical to the identification process for

some unaccompanied homeless youth?

3. For youth seeking enrollment without a guardian or caregiver, must
they provide proof of residency to enroll?



Review of
Unaccompanied
Homeless Youth

* Legal Definition & Qualifying Ages

‘Responsibilities of the McKinney-Vento

Homeless Liaison for UHY

*Arizona ESSA State Plan Regquirement




Legal Definition of UHY
_ Homeless L. —

Fixed: Stationary, permanent,

— .
not subject to change. “ . .
Not in the physical
custody of a parent or
= Regular: Used on a guardian”
/ predictable, routine, consistent
basis. Friend
Family member
Adequate: Lawfully and Unsheltered on their own
Y reasonably sufficient. “Couch-Surfing”
ﬁ Does it sufficiently meet the physical and Homeless youth shelter

psychological needs typically metin a
home environment?




UHY Qualifying Ages

UHY may be any youth eligible for PreK-12 public education; up to 21 years old

/ Young UHY \ / Adolescent UHY \

Preschool to middle school Middle school to high school
« Almost always with a caregiver * May be living on their own
« Typically in the care of a family member  May be with a caregiver
or friend « May be with a caregiver who is a family
« Placement with caregiver may change member or friend
frequently  May be “couch-surfing”
* May reside for short amounts of time  May be housed through a transitional
with the parent or guardian, but not housing program, without their
consistently due to lack of housing parent/guardian

Link to NCHE Brief


https://nche.ed.gov/supporting-the-education-of-unaccompanied-students-experiencing-homelessness-2/

Identifying Unaccompanied
Homeless Youth (UHY)

The term unaccompanied youth includes a homeless child or youth not in the physical
custody of a parent or guardian. Children of all ages (PS-12th grade) may be an

unaccompanied homeless youth.

A child or A child or

youth who youth who is

meets the not in the UNACCOMPANIED

McKinney- physical HOMELESS YOUTH
Vento custody of a (UHY)

definition of parent or
homeless. guardian.




Responsibilities of the McKinney-
Vento Homeless Liaison

1. Homeless youth are identified through 1 6. Provide understandable public notice of
outreach with other agencies; | educational rights in locations frequented by

p : 2 homeless youth, guardians, and unaccompanied
2. Homeless youth are enrolled in and have full youth: schools, shelters, public libraries, soup

L and equal opportunity to succeed in school; | kitchens:
3. Access to federally required resources: 7. Mediate enrollment disputes according to federal
HeadStart and other preschool programs, guidance;

interventions under IDEA, etc.; _ .
| 8. Inform family and youth of all transportation

(4. Referral to well-being services: health care, services:
dental, mental health, substance abuse, , .
L housing, etc.; ) 9. Provide professional development and support
~ — - ~ for all stakeholders who serve homeless students;
5. Inform families and youth of educational and
opportunities with meaningful opportunities . ) ,
| to participate; ) 10.Assist unaccompanied youth with: enrollment,
academic access and success, and notification of

“Independent” status and assistance for FAFSA.

42 U.S.C. 811432 (9)(6)



https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim

10. Unaccompanied Homeless Youth

STAKEHOLDERS REQUIREMENTS

°LEA enrollment office staff *Develop a written internal plan to ensure the timely
identification of unaccompanied youth experiencing
homelessness.

*School counselors
. : : -
Homeless higher education liaisons °Implement the the use of the Caregivers

. : :
Service providers Authorization Affidavit for situations when the child or

®*School truancy officers youth is residing with someone other than their

*Attendance clerks parent or legal guardian.

*Financial aid administrators at local colleges and *Develop a written internal plan to address barriers
universities that may present as youth that are living on their own

without a parent or guardian to ensure the remove of
barriers to enrollment.

®*Establish procedures with school counselors to
support youth in college and career readiness, as well
as FAFSA completion.



McKinney-Vento
Act

“Functions of the Office of the Coordinator
for the Education of Homeless Children
and Youths established in each State shall
develop and carry out the State plan.”

(42 U.S.C. § 11432(f)(2))



http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim

Arizona ESSA
State Plan

“To properly identify homeless students in
the State of Arizona, LEAs are required to
use either an electronic or hard copy of the
Student Residency Housing
Questionnaire.”

Arizona ESEA Consolidated State Plan



https://www.azed.gov/essa

Required Documents

Arizona Student Residency Questionnaire and
Educational Rights of Homeless Children and Youths
Requirements

& Homeless
* Education

As outlined in the all local education agencies (LEAS),
ncluing charters, are roquired to utize the Arizona Student Residency Questionnaire and The
Educational Rights of Homeless Children and Youths in the State of Arizona

Itis lmponan( (0 hrghl\gh! that the Arizona Student Resndency Questionnaire content, including its

of Education, the
National Canler for Homelest Chiren and Youth (NCNE) and SchoolHouse Connection (SHC) to
support LEAS n removing barriers and streamiining th process o identy and immediately enroll
children and youth (42U.S.C. §11432 (0)1). {a¥3). (Q6))

To this end, neither the substance nor sequence of the content within the Arizona Student
Residency Questionnaire should be revised. Please reference the following to ensure compliance
with federal statutory and state requirements when utilizing these required documents.

Requirements to Ensure Statutory when Required

« LEA modifications to the Arizona Student Residency Questionnaire must follow the
following guidelines:

o Replace the Arizona Department of Education Homeless Education logo with the LEA's
logo.

Do NOT modify or remove any existing questions, information, or elements, including
the totality and sequence of questions.

Add any specific examples, information, context, or questions that may enhance the
LEAs abilty to identify students experiencing homelessness ((.e.. primary nighttime
residence examples, etc.).

The *For School Use Only” section of the Arizona Student Residency Questionnaire is
to support the LEA in tracking the process of identification from the point of notification
of the information provided to the McKinney-Vento Homeless Liaison for the LEA's
recordkeeping purposes.

« LEA modifications to The Educational Rights of Homeless Children and Youths must
follow the following guidelines:

o LEAs may NOT omit or withhold access to information about any of the rights as
outlined I the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act. The Educational Rights of
Homeless Children and Youths resource was developed to include information about all
the rights within the law. To this end, LEAs may NOT omit any information included.

Fill in all the information requested for the LEA Homeless Liaison in the designated
space. Do NOT remove the State Homeless Education Program Coordinator
information.

Artzona Student Residency Questionnaire and The Educational Rights of Homeless
Children and Youths Requrements, 82024

ights of
e

feation,

le the
Rights

ot
s

Btudent
and

ative

Avizona Student Residency Questionnaire and The Educational Rights of Homeless
Children and Youths Requirements, 912024

Homeless

X Arizona Student Residency Questionnaire
Education

Information contained on this form is confidential and used to determine whether a child or youth meets

the definition of homeless under the McKinney Vento Act. The Educllmn for Homelen Children and

Youth (EHCY) program as authorized under Title VILB of Vento Homels 1

(42 U.5.C. 11431 ot seq.). Please note, false claims about living situations may affect emoﬂmenL

Section A
Today's date

Name of individual completing this form

Your telephene number Your emall address

Las

school anended Current grade Birth date:

Do you have additional children attending schaol in our distrct? Yes O Mo O
Do you have children of the preschool age? Yes 0 No O

Please provide information about additional children attending schoal in our district or of preschool age:

Last Name First Hame Grade | Schoal st

housing or

home)

r similar place)

Address of where the student slept last night:

Isthis address based on atemporary ing arrangemenl dus o the loss o housing? Yes [ N
{Examples: sharing fhe housing wih gihers dus fa econums: hardship or similar reason; hulebmotel, shelier, ransibonal housing car,
BaK: Campaile. 410 REUSME IAUSING, IKAKIEX) 0 UG VHaler, SECHICRY, OF BOSQUSNe SE308)

NOTE: If you checked “No” 10 the temporary living arrangement, you may STOP here. I you checked
“Yes", please continue to the next section.

iving

his form.
tohem.

te received
Homeless
Liaison

Arizona SRQ
and Educational
Rights of HCY
Requirements

Arizona Student Residency Questionnaire, 8/2024

Yes O No O3 1o school of origin needed: Yes 0 No O

Homeless

N The Educational Rights of
Education

Homeless Children and Youths

The LEA/Charter District shall provide an educational environment that treats all students with
dignity and respect. Every homeless student shall have access to the same free and
appropriate educational opportunities as students who are not homeless. This commitment to
the educational rights of homeless children, youth, and unaccompanied youth. applies to all
services, programs, and activities provided or made available.

McKinney-Vento Definition of Homeless:
The term “homeless children and youth™— means individuals who lack a fixed, regulfar,
and adequate nighttime residence [42 U.S.C. § 11434a(2)].

A student may be considered eligible for services as a “Homeless Child or Youth” under the
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act if ne or she is presently living in one of the
following situations:

sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or a similar
reason,

« living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping grounds due to the lack

of alternative adequate accommodations,

« lvingin or shelters; or are in hospitals,

«  have a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place not
designed for or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation for
human beings,

« living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, substandard
housing, bus or train stations, or similar settings, or

is a migratory child who qualifies as homeless for the purposes of this sublitle because
the children are living in circumstances described above.

The Educational Rights of Homeless Children and Youths, 8/2024
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Arizona Student

Residency
Questionnaire

% Homeless ADE Caregiver's Authorization Affidavit
¥ Education (Sample Form)

The information on this form is required to meet The Education for Homeless Children and Youth (EHCY) program.
authorized under Title VII-B of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 11431 et seq.), also known as the
MeKinney-Vento Act. There are situations when 3 chid of youth who is homeless may not be able to reside with their parent
o guardian; however, this fact does not rullfy the chid's/youth's right 1o receive a free, appropriate public educaion. This
form is not a legal document and solely for achool contact

The adut “caregiver” requesting envolment for a minor st ting himyhersel for envoll
Services wil o s pnyakca custody of & pare o Ioge guacian shas complets 4 A

By signing below, | acknowledge the ing

Tam 18 years of age or oider phres agreed to vumu the role of caregiver fof the minor student named below.
who is unaccompanied by a parent or egal gua

I agree to make a good faith effort to encourage e oo scent e beow SRR ok

| wil attempt to contact the school offce f | become awae that the miner student named below wil not be
attending school on that day(s) and share whether the absence IS with or without my approval.

1 have provided the school district with proof of my residence and personal identsication

| understand that signing this document does not make me the legal guardian of the minor student listed below or
make me financial responsibie for the minar student, even i1 am providing financial support 10 the skudent

1 understand that | may choase to make educational decisions o behaif of the minor and in al other ways stand
Infor the authorizing party with respect 1o federal, state and district educatonal poliey. inciuding, but not imited to
accessing the minor's educational records, representing the minor in enroliment, disciplinary. curmcular, special
education or other matters, signing permission siips for achool activities. and any other decision that faciliates the
minor's educational experience.

Name of the minor student Date of bith:

Last school or district the student altended
Caregiver Information

Neme: __ Date of birth

Home adcress

Telephonerumber(s)_______ Emaleddess
General Information

Please check one and provide additional information f 1 is available

I The student is staying at my home address, as ksted above

The student s staying at the following location
Please check any that apply.

) While | am currently heiping with the care of the minor student. | 6o not wish to assist school officials with making
education-related decisions.

1 have notfied the parent(s) or other person(s) having legal guardianship of the minor of my intent to assist school
officia's with making education-related decisions in the best interest of the student and have received no obyecton
Please provide the name and phone number for the parent

1 am unable to contact the parent(s) of legal guardian(s).

Caregiver Signature: Dato:
This form shoukd accompany e Siudert Residency Questionnsre. Send the original frms to the LEA Homeless Lisison. The

shudent's cumulative fle Shoukd not inchude & Copy of s o and you shoudd not Make COpES UNGer N CroUMSKNCes,
Name of school tte personnel who envoliod he student

The Educational

Rights of Homeless

Children and Youths

Caregiver’s
Authorization
Affidavit




Arizona HEP Website

You can find these resources on the
Arizona HEP website on the
Guidance & Sample Documents for
McKinney-Vento Homeless Liaisons
webpage by clicking the dropdown

“Required Documents for all
Arizona Local Education Agencies.”

!"‘», ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF

¢ EDUCATION

Select Language v

Parents Educators & Administrators Programs About ADE Data & Systems ADEConnect Local School Board Members  Q,

Home . Homeless Education ” Guidance & Sample Documents for McKinney-Vento Homeless Liaisons

Guidance & Sample Documents for
McKinney-Vento Homeless Liaisons

Local educational agencies (LEAs) are required to ensure that the rights and services guaranteed in the
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act are implemented for all students experiencing homelessness
All LEAs must follow the requirements of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, regardless of
if they have are a recipient of an Education of Homeless Children and Youth (EHCY) subgrant.

The LEA's McKinney-Vento Homeless Liaison is required o develop, review, revise policies and
procedures to remove barriers to the identification, enrollment, and retention of students experiencing
homelessness (42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(1)(1)), ESSA Arizona State Plan (K)(1); (K)(6)). Required in all LEAs
regardless of subgrant status, the McKinney-Vento Homeless Liaison is the primary contact between
homeless families, school and LEA staff, shelter workers, and other service providers

The ADE Office of the Coordinator has developed guidance documents and sample forms in alignment
with both the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act and the ESSA Arizona State Plan. Please note
that these documents have been developed for McKinney-Vento Homeless Liaisons to adopt and adapt to
fit the needs of their LEAs. To edit a sample document, refer to the Converting Sample Documents for
LEA Use Guidance Document

Please check back frequently for additions and revisions

New Resource!

We are excited to announce a new and highly requested guidance document, the LEA Homeless
Education Program Guidance Documents and Forms List! The information in this document has

been compiled to help support Liaisens as they endeavor to establish and conduct policies, practices,
and procedures to ensure the removal of barriers for homeless children and youth within their LEA. This
comprehensive list organizes all of the available sample documents found on this site with a description,
corresponding statute, and link to each sample document.

» Required Documents for all Arizona Local Education Agencies
» Liaison Role & Responsibilities

Arizona Homeless Education Program
Homepage

McKinney-Vento Homeless Liaisons -

Grant Funding =

H 1 ducation Program itoring

Arizona Homeless Education Program
Data

Parents, Guardians, and Youth
Community-Based Organizations

Transportation Requirements for Local
Education Agencies

Contact

Rita Rodriguez, State Homeless
Education Program Coordinator

(602) 542-1963
homeless@azed.gov

Contact the Department



https://www.azed.gov/homeless/guidance-sample-documents-mckinney-vento-homeless-liaisons
https://www.azed.gov/homeless/guidance-sample-documents-mckinney-vento-homeless-liaisons
https://www.azed.gov/homeless/guidance-sample-documents-mckinney-vento-homeless-liaisons

Exploring The
Experiences of
UHY

e UHY Terms to Understand

Caregivers of UHY

* Scenario #1. Charlie's Story

* |dentification at time of enrollment

*UHY on Their Own

« Scenario #2: From Street to Lot

 |dentification throughout the school year



UHY: Terms to Understand
. Homeless L —

|
19 1
Caregiver Youth on Their Own

T,




Caregivers of UHY

A “caregiver” is:
a responsible adult, 18 years of age or older who has agreed to fulfill the role of

caring for the minor child or youth and they do not have legal court appointed
guardianship.

Not all children and youth who are in the physical custody of a caregiver are

experiencing homelessness, so they may not all qualify as UHY.

Thus, it is important to refer these situations to the McKinney-Vento Homeless Liaison to
determine all the details regarding the placement of the child or youth with the caregiver.

The McKinney-Vento Homeless Liaison will conduct the eligibility determination.



Scenario #1 - Charlie’s Story

The following scenario is a common occurrence.

Often, UHY fall through the cracks, and it isn't until there is a need for

support that their loss of housing is discovered.

It's imperative to ensure students are identified to provide timely support

and access to all services.



Scenario #1 - Charlie’s Story

Charlie has been living with his aunt and uncle Brown since
his parents were incarcerated unexpectedly in October.
They live in another part of the state that's about two hours
away.

As soon as Charlie moved in with the Browns, they took him
to the local school in their attendance area to enroll him.

The Browns live in a small community, and everyone knows
one another. The office staff is especially familiar with the
Browns because their children attended the school, and
they have been known to care for children to help family
members out.

What process should

the local education

agency have

established to ensure a
student with a similar
request for enroliment

is identified as
experiencing

homelessness?




Scenario #1 - Charlie’s Story

The Browns explain to the enrollment office that Charlie's
parents are currently incarcerated, and they have not had
any contact with them since the incarceration. However,
they assure the office staff that Charlie's parents are aware
that Charlie is living with them.

The Browns complete the enrollment process and Charlie
starts school immediately with no delay.

What should the

school enroliment

team have done upon

learning about Charlie
temporarily living
situation with the

grandparents?




Scenario #1 - Charlie’s Story

About a month later, the school nurse conducts an audit of
Immunization records and discovers that Charlie's
Immunization records are missing. The school nurse
reaches out and that's when she discovers that Charlie is
living with his grandparents and that his parents were
suddenly incarcerated, he didn't have anywhere to live so knows about

the Browns who are his grandparents took him in. McKinney-Vento. What

The school nurse

should they do next?




P TR
(LR Homeless

, . Arizona Student Residency Questionnaire
N4 Education

Information contained on this form is confidential and used to determine whether a child or youth meets
the definition of homeless under the McKinney-Vento Act. The Education for Homeless Children and
Youth (EHCY) program as authorized under Title VII-B of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act
(42 U.5.C. 11431 et seq.). Please note, false claims about living situations may affect enrollment.

Section A

Today's date: 10/13/24

Mame of individual completing this form: Mrs. Brown

Your telephone number: 480-000-0000 Your email address: Mrsbrown@gmail.com

Student name: Charlie Brown

Last school attended: Great Pumpkin Elementary Current grade: 4 Birth date: 1/1/2014

Do you have additional children attending school in our district? Yes‘nd’ MNo [
Do you have children of the preschool age? Yes (0 No

Please provide information about additional children attending school in our district or of preschool age.

Last Name First Name Grade | School District

Address of where the student slept last night: 123 N Anystreet, Anytown, USA

|s this address based on a temporary living arrangement due to the loss of housing? Yes &/ No O
(Examples: sharing the housing with others due to economic hardship or similar reason; hotel'motel; shelter; fransitional housing: car;
park; campsite; and inadequate housing, including no running water, electricity, or adequate space)

NOTE: i you checked “No” to the temporary living arrangement, you may STOP here. If you checked
“Yes"”, please continue to the next section.

Arizona
Student
Residency
Questionnaire

Page 1




Primary Nighttime
Residence & UHY

Section B

Name of the parent'guardianfadult caring for the student: Mrs. Brown

Relationship to the student: Grandmother

If the address you provided in section Ais based on a temporary living arrangement, is it due to loss of housing or
economic hardship? Yes O No O
Please place an “X" in each box that best describes where the student sleeps at night.

In a place that does not have windows, doors, running water, heat, electricity, or overcrowded

[ Staying with a friend or relative because of loss of housing, economic hardship, or similar reason
{Example: eviclion, foreclosure, fire, Nlood, lost job, divorce, domeslic vickence, kicked oul by parents, ran away from home)

What date did you begin staying here?

O In a shelter/transitional housing program (name of agency):

What date did you begin staying here?

(1 In an unsheltered location (eg. tent, vehicle, abandened building, sireets, campground, park, busfirain station, or similar place)

Provide the main cross streets of this unsheltered location:

O In a hotel'motel (name of hotel/motel & address)

What date did you bagin staying hera?
& With an adult that is not a parent or court appointed legal guardian
[0 Alone, not in the care of a parent or court appointed legal guardian

@ None of the above (Flease explain): The parents are currently incarceraled and we are laking care of him.

The following signature certifies that the information provided above is accurate. False claims about living
situations may affect enrollment.

Mrs. Brown 1/15/24

Signature of Person Providing Information Date
Parent/Legal guardian/Caregiver/Student

For School Use Only

Please note, the student’s cumulative file should not include & copy of this form, Do not make coples of this form,
If Section B is filled out, please notify the LEA Homeless Education Liaison, and provide the original form to them.

MName of school site personnel who enrolled the student:

Please check the housing types that apply: Db;ttﬁ reoelived
omeless

- - — - Liaison
Sheltered [ Doubled-up Z1 Unsheltered/FEMASSubstandard 0  Hotel/Motel [

Unaccompanied youth: Yes — Mo [0 Transportation 1o school of origin needed: Yes [ No O

Arizona Student Residency Questionnaire, 8/2024

Arizona
Student
Residency
Questionnaire

Page 2




Identification
At Time of Enrollment

A new enrollment request was received. The SRQ indicates the student may
meet the definition of homeless. They are not in the physical custody of their
parent or legal guardian, now what?

Office Staff Liaison’s Liaison’s

Office Staff Request Office Staff Responsibility l Responsibility Liaison’s
Completion Forward the Responsibility

i SRQ and CA Eligibility Notification to

Ca reg.ivef's tp jthe Determination District Level
Authorization Liaison Supports

Immediately
Enroll the

Student Ongoing Case

Management

(CA)




T

\"/ Homele.ss ADE Caregiver's Authorization Affidavit
N4¥ Education (Sample Form)

foy

The information on this form is required to meet The Education for Homeless Children and Youth (EHCY) program,
authorized under Title VII-B of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 11431 et seq.), also known as the
McKinney-Vento Act. There are situations when a child or youth who is homeless may not be able to reside with their parent
or guardian; however, this fact does not nullify the child's/youth’s right to receive a free, appropriate public education. This
form is not a legal document and solely for school contact only.

The adult “caregiver” requesting enroliment for a minor student presenting him/herself for enrollment and educational
services while not in the physical custody of a parent or legal guardian shall complete this form.

By signing below, | acknowledge the following:

* | am 18 years of age or older and have agreed to fulfill the role of caregiver for the minor student named below,
who is unaccompanied by a parent or legal guardian.

* | agree to make a good faith effort to encourage the minor student named below to attend school.

* | will attempt to contact the school office if | become aware that the minor student named below will not be
attending school on that day(s) and share whether the absence is with or without my approval.

* | have provided the school district with proof of my residence and personal identification.

* | understand that signing this document does not make me the legal guardian of the minor student listed below or
make me financially responsible for the minor student, even if | am providing financial support to the student.

* | understand that | may choose to make educational decisions on behalf of the minor and in all other ways stand
in for the authorizing party with respect to federal, state and district educational policy, including, but not imited to,
accessing the minor’s educational records, representing the minor in enroliment, disciplinary, cummicular, special
education or other matters, signing permission slips for school activities, and any other decision that facilitates the
minor's educational experience.

Student Information

Name of the minor student: Charfie Brown Date of birth: 1/172014

Last school or district the student attended: Charles M. Schulz Elementary

Caregiver Information

Name: Mrs. Grandma Brown Date of birth: /2
Home address: 123 N Anystreet, Anytown, USA
Telephone number(s); 4£0-000-0000 Email address: Mrsbrown@gmail.com

General Information
Please check one and provide additional information if it is available:

{3 The student is staying at my home address, as listed above.
{3 The student is staying at the following location:
Please check any that apply:

[J While | am currently helping with the care of the minor student, | do not wish to assist school officials with making
education-related decisions.

{3 1 have notified the parent(s) or other person(s) having legal guardianship of the minor of my intent to assist school
officials with making education-related decisions in the best interest of the student and have received no objection.
Please provide the name and phone number for the parent:
[ 1 am unable to contact the parent(s) or legal guardian(s).

Caregiver Signature: Mrs. Grandma Brown Date: 10/15/24

For School Use Only
This form should accompany the Student Residency Questionnaire. Send the original forms to the LEA Homeless Liaison. The
student’s cumulative fie should not include a copy of this form and you should not make copies under any circumstances.

Name of school site personnel who enrolled the student

Revised 3/2023

Caregiver’s
Authorization
Affidavit

An adult “caregiver”
requesting
enrollment for a
minor student may
utilize this form to
assist school officials
with making
education-related
decisions in the best
iINnterest of the
student.




UHY On Their Own

A youth on their own is:

A child or youth not in the physical custody of a parent, guardian, or caregiver, and
without a stable home.

Often, UHY on their own are fully supporting themselves.
UHY on their own may be “couch-surfing”, unsheltered, or working to obtain housing.

Because many of these youth have little or no support from a responsible, caring adult, the
local McKinney-Vento Homeless Liaison’s interest and involvement in an unaccompanied
youth's education is especially valuable and can be life-changing. (NCHE, 2017)



https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/youth.pdf

Scenario #2 - From Street to Lot

In July, the Arizona Homeless Education Program received a request for support

from a Youth Outreach Case Manager within the organization Keys to Change.

This scenario highlights the importance of quality training for your local
education agency’s staff and strong partnerships with community-based

organizations.



e downtown Phoenix's

eless encampment 'The Zoni'" 2



https://youtu.be/Umfz08MxzrA?si=3qD5z5IeaTTiHBEa
https://youtu.be/Umfz08MxzrA?si=3qD5z5IeaTTiHBEa
https://youtu.be/Umfz08MxzrA?si=3qD5z5IeaTTiHBEa

Scenario #2 - From Street to Lot

The email read, “We work with homeless youths from 18-24 most often in
the downtown Phoenix area. I'm attempting to understand the most

effective way to utilize the McKinney-Vento act, as a number of youths Would it be
we've encountered through our program are in school or attempting to .

return to school after dropping out. I'm confident our clients can be appropriate for a
considered Unaccompanied Homeless Youths. Liaison to meet
I'm hoping you can provide me with a point of contact, or at least a general with the case

outline of the first steps in assisting a homeless youth to best utilize the
benefits of the McKinney-Vento program. I'm having trouble understanding
whether a youth who is not currently enrolled in high school can engage regarding this
with MV, or if they must be enrolled, at which point the school staff assists youth?
them with MV? Can MV help get youths enrolled/re-enrolled into school?
Any clarity would be greatly appreciated.”

manager




Scenario #2 - From Street to Lot

®Loss of Housing: Occurred at some point during the
school year.

*School of Origin: Unknown, but he was attending school.
Eventually the student stopped going to school due to What are the next
the lack of transportation, clean clothes, food.

steps a Liaison

*Primary Nighttime Residence: SOS Lot “Shelter”
should take when

*The youth expressed desire to finish high school at the .
school where he was attending when he was kicked out learning about a

of his home. situation like this?

*He was determined to get out of his situation and break
the cycle.




Identification
hroughout the School Year

Someone has discovered a student that might be homeless and
unaccompanied, now what?

Awareness .. Liaison’'s e s
Referral Warm Hand' Liaison’s Responsibility Liaison’s

Off Responsibility Responsibility

Provide Establish a Notification :
HOY Rights | Eligibilit i Ongoing Case
2 9 ngre;rglr Introduction Detergminat}i/on to District Management

to the Liaison Level

SRQ Process Supports




Identification
hroughout the School Year

'i/' | ®* Referral from district and school staff

93 ® Ensure awareness of UHY and how to refer in annual district training

A\
Ay
a®
® Support awareness by posting the “Information for School-Age

Youth” Public Notice Poster

®* Referral from community-based organizations (CBOs)

® Ensure awareness, communication, and collaboration to streamline
the identification of UHY

* Self-ldentification by UHY




Scenario #2 - From Street to Lot

| provided the case manager an overview of the Educational
Rights of Homeless Children and Youth, reviewing the school of
origin right and explained this is based on the best interest of the

youth. education agency

| advised him that | would reach out to the school the student was has a legitimate
last attending (school of origin) and make a warm introduction to
the McKinney-Vento Homeless Liaison. | also promised to emaill
him a copy of the Student Residency Questionnaire so he was T
familiar with the questions that may be asked and the Educational
Rights of Homeless Children and Youth to help guide his follow

up conversation with the youth. student is

Who at the local

educational

knowing that this

The McKinney-Vento Homeless Liaison replied to my request, experiencing
connected with the case manager at Keys to Change. Ultimately,
the youth was supported with school enrollment and
transportation was arranged for the youth.

homelessness?




Access to Higher
Education & the
FAFSA

Simplification Act |
- UHY and FAFSA Requirement

*FAFSA Provisions for UHY

e




“Each local educational agency liaison for homeless
children and youths, designated under paragraph
(1)(J)(ii), shall ensure that— unaccompanied youths—

(1) are enrolled in school;

(1) have opportunities to meet the same challenging
State academic standards as the State establishes for
other children and youth, including through
implementation of the procedures under paragraph
(1) (F)(ii); and

(111) are informed of their status as independent
students under section 1087vv of title 20 and that the
youths may obtain assistance from the local
educational agency liaison to receive verification of
such status for purposes of the Free Application for
Federal Student Aid described in section 1090 of title
20."

[42 USC (g)(6)(A)x)] /

McKinney-Vento
Act

Unigue Needs of
UHY




UHY and FAFSA

“Unaccompanied youth experiencing homelessness who are not living with, or
supported by, a parent or guardian. Therefore, under the Higher Education Act, they are
considered independent students and do not need to provide a parent’s signature or
information about parents’ income on the FAFSA.” (SchoolHouse Connection, 2024)

® 2024-2025 FAFSA

®* FAFSA Simplification Act enacted, yet the application rollout was late, affecting many

students

* 2025-2026 FAFSA

® Available to a small group of students via a phased roll-out on October 1, 2024

®* Available to all students on December 1, 2024


https://schoolhouseconnection.org/the-fafsa-simplification-act/

FAFSA Provisions for UHY

Per the FAFSA Simplification Act and guidance from the U.S. Department of Education, new
FAFSA provisions for unaccompanied homeless youth (UHY) and foster youth are in effect
for the 2025-2026 FAFSA:

1. Homeless and foster care status does not need to be redetermined every year.

2. Determinations of unaccompanied homeless and foster youth status must be made as quickly as
practicable.

3. The list of officials and programs authorized to verify that an applicant isan UHY has expanded.

4. Financial aid administrators must accept certain documents if an institution requires documentation
that a student was in foster care when the student was 13 or older.

5. Financial aid administrators must make a determination of UHY for youth who cannot get
determinations from other authorities.

o. Financial aid administrators must make UHY and foster youth determinations following the
processes outlined in the law - it is not a matter of professional judgment.

(SchoolHouse Connection, 2023)



https://schoolhouseconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/New-FAFSA-Provisions-for-Homeless-Foster-Youth-one-pager.pdf

SchoalHo s
Connectlion

Higher Ed
Resources
Spotlight

with Jillian Sitjar
. ] . 1 Director of Higher Education Partnerships
Click here to view the video "Higher SchoolHouse Connection

Education Resources Spotlight with
SchoolHouse Connection"



https://youtu.be/QXPHe7GaJTc?si=pp7C4UPwbnRaEP0d
https://youtu.be/QXPHe7GaJTc?si=pp7C4UPwbnRaEP0d
https://youtu.be/QXPHe7GaJTc?si=pp7C4UPwbnRaEP0d

Post-Assessment

Let's test your knowledge.




Post-Assessment

1. Does a student have to experience a loss of housing to be considered an
unaccompanied homeless youth?

2. Aside from the required Student Residency Questionnaire, what
additional document or form is critical to the identification process for

some unaccompanied homeless youth?

3. For youth seeking enrollment without a guardian or caregiver, must
they provide proof of residency to enroll?



Post-Assessment Results

1.  Does a student have to experience a loss of housing to be considered an
unaccompanied homeless youth?

v" Yes

2. Aside from the required Student Residency Questionnaire, what additional document
or form is critical to the identification process for some unaccompanied homeless

youth?
v’ Caregiver's Authorization Affidavit

5. Foryouth seeking enrollment without a guardian or caregiver, must they provide
proof of residency to enroll?

v No




Closing & Next Steps




Technical
Assistance

Arizona Department of Education
Homeless Education Program
(602)542-4963

homeless@azed.gov



mailto:homeless@azed.gov

Optional Office Hours
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